
Finstock Ale
A great weekend was had at the fifth Finstock Ale, returning to the Village 

Hall. The Friday night Race Night was enjoyed by all with both young and mature 
placing bets on horse races (and one pig race!), then cheering on their number 
to win. Many thought Mike Breakell must have second sense with the number 
of times he won.

On Saturday, the beer festival, sponsored 
by Howse & O'Reilly, created a fabulous 
atmosphere. Apart from an occasional short-
lasting shower, the weather was good and 
encouraged a high attendance. The twenty-
two beers and eight ciders were enjoyed by 
many, and the new introduction of Finstox 
Gin Palace in memory of Annie McEwan-
Crosby was a huge hit.

High quality musical artists and bands performed free of charge and helped 
greatly to attract attendees and raise £2,816 towards the running of Finstock 
Village Hall and supporting some of its community users. This helps keep hire 
fees low for local hirers, especially those groups that would not otherwise survive 
if we had to charge them a rate comparable to nearby locations. Clubs such as 
Craft Club, Short-mat Bowls, Table Tennis and Baby & Toddler Group were also 
allowed to keep the income from any tickets they sold for the Finstock BIG Lottery.

A big thanks to the committee for planning, purchasing, setting up, putting 
on the event, and then clearing up afterwards. It was great to see so many new 
faces in our hall and the event acted as a real showcase.

Shaun Morley
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utumn has truly arrived as the temperatures drop and the leaves begin to turn colour. The children are back in school 
with a new acting head or attending the Baby and Toddler group. Finstock Local History has begun their new 

schedule of speakers, Viv writes about more walks in our area and we cover the subject of village development, 
sewage problems, new recycling containers and items collected, hydrangeas and a trip to the ‘Stans’. We begin with a 
tribute to Sean Connolly and a report on the recent Finstock Ale. Enjoy.

We salute Sean Connolly
Sean, Blackberry in hand, quickly snaps a picture of the landlord’s dog. 

The phone goes back into his pocket, but not for long as it pings for attention 
announcing a new message. Every dog that Sean meets will be photographed 
and its name enshrined for the record. A number of cats are also catalogued. 
Another quirk of Sean’s was to photograph friends having a good time. His cell 
phone photographs must fill many a gigabyte.

Our dear friend Sean Connolly has died. He wrote the wine column for the 
Finstock News as Osiris for many years. His articles educated us about wines but 
also contained humorous references. Behind the scenes he also proofread the 
newsletter catching the errors before the paper went to print. He was a strong 
supporter of the newsletter and we shall miss his valuable contributions, humour 
and wisdom.

Our sincere sympathy goes to his family, Kay, Ags and Ed. Sean will not be 
forgotten.

Finstock Village Hall AGM 
Monday November 20th  

at 8.15pm 
All welcome

Southill Solar Farm
Driving down the hill from Finstock 

to the Fawler turn, you catch a distant 
glimpse of a group of solar panels. As 
you go up the road from the Fawler 
turn, there are occasional glimpses of 
the same panels from the other side, 
through a gate and through gaps in the

hedge; but in a few years the trees 
newly planted on the field side of the 
hedge will block those views, and the 
panels will hardly be visible.

The field around the panels, and the 
bare patches underneath, will be sown 
with wild flowers. The whole landscape 
has been carefully designed to minimize 
the visual impact and enhance wildlife.

(Cont on page 7)

Mt.Skippett
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	 0	 .	 VILLAGE EVENTS 	 0	 .

October
5th – FoFS AGM
14th – Dominoes at VH
20th – Local History meets
21st – Buffalo Skinners
23rd – Half-term starts
29th – Turn back clocks

November
11th – Finstock Arts & Crafts Fayre
12th – Remembrance Sunday
14th – Panto starts at Chippy
17th – Local History meets
20th – Village Hall AGM
25th – Evenlode Folk and Pop-up Folk

Ready Reference update: for the Parish 
Council - www.finstockpc.org.uk.

Sleeping Beauty November 14th 2017 
– January 14th 2018 at Chipping Norton 
Theatre 
“Once upon a time, there lived a 
Princess, her long-suffering Nanny, her 
doting Fairy Godmother and grumpy old 
King Lenny.”

Ladies, give us 
your support!

Give all your unwanted old bras a new 
lease of life and help raise money for 
breast cancer research. Bring them to 
Joy Murphy at 63 High Street. Against 
Breast Cancer will receive a donation 
based on the weight of bras we collect, 
so every bra counts!

Finstock Local 
History Society

October 20th… ‘the constant terror 
of this loathsome and fatal disease’, 
by Dr Rosemary Leadbeater. 

Examining the susceptibility to 
smallpox in young families in Oxfordshire 
and the contribution made by local 
inoculation practice towards controlling 
the disease, within the context of 
eighteenth-century medical care. 

Finstock’s own smallpox airing 
house was located near White’s Barn. 
Rosemary is a member of staff at 
Oxford Brookes University.

November 17th Wychwood Forest and 
Cornbury Park: Recent Work by the 
VCH, by Dr Simon Townley. 

A look at the development of the 
Royal forest and park from the Middle 
Ages until disafforestation in 1857. 
Simon is county editor for the Victoria 
County History having been with 
Oxfordshire VCH since 1987, currently 
working on the Wychwood volume.

All meetings at 8pm on Fridays unless 
otherwise stated, at Finstock Village 
Hall, OX7 3BU. Refreshments available 
from 7.35pm. 

Fo l l ow  u s  on  Faceb o ok  a t 
www.facebook.com/FinstockLocal 
HistorySociety/

Email - finstocklocalhistorysociety 
@gmail.com.

North Leigh 
History Society

October 3rd: Snippets from Witney's 
Past. A talk by Derek West
November 7th: Oxfordshire Airfields 
in Second World War. A talk by Bill 
King.
Meetings take place in at 7.30pm in 
the Turner Hall, Church Road, North 
Leigh OX29 6TX. All welcome. Visitors 
£4, Members free. Further details from 
Diana Power 882301.

ChOC Films
(Charlbury’s Own Cinema)

Sunday October 8th at 7.30pm:  
Sully: Miracle on the Hudson Memorial 
Hall, Charlbury. Doors and bar from 
6.45pm. Admission: £5 / U15s £3

Sunday November 12th at 7pm:  
The Sense of an Ending Memorial Hall, 
Charlbury. Doors and bar from 6.15pm. 
Admission: £5

 Woodstock Dental Practice 

 
Mr Michael Habisreutinger 
Miss Fiona Murphy 
Dr Alison Lockyer  

   

 Situated adjacent to Woodstock town  
car park 

 Long-established dental practice 

 State-of-the-art modern cosmetic dentistry 

 Flexible payment options 

 
 Crowns, veneers, bridges and dentures  

 Implants 

 Tooth straightening and whitening 
 
 

 

17 Union Street, Woodstock, Oxon OX20 1JF 
01993 812617  

www.woodstock-dental.co.uk  
info@woodstock-dental.co.uk 

 

Finstock Baby and Toddler Group  
- autumn return

We were all really excited to be back at Toddler Group in September and 
catch up with our friends again! The holidays were great (though could have been 
sunnier!) but it’s nice to be back having our weekly toddler sessions again. We 
also welcomed a few new faces from the village and further afield; it’s lovely to 
have you, hope you enjoy our group.

During the autumn term we will be having fun with some seasonal activities 
and enjoying our tufty table (purchased out of toddler group profits) where we 
will set out themed sensory items for the little ones to explore (think cinnamon 
scented play dough, crunchy leaves, conkers and colourful shaving foam!) We 
will also be starting to plan our Christmas countdown! Fun for all.

We meet from 10am every Wednesday morning (term time) and have plenty 
on offer for all that come along - toys and activities/crafts for the little ones and 
a snack to keep them going, plus cake, hot drinks and chat for the adults!

You can keep up-to-date with what we are doing on Facebook, or contact us 
on finstocktoddlergroup@gmail.com. We look forward to seeing you there. If 
you haven't tried us out yet, come along for a free first session!

Helen Fallows

Remembrance Sunday Services 
will be held at the  

Finstock and Fawler  
War Memorial  

on Sunday November 12th 
at 12.30pm.  

Wreath laying and kohima 
reading.

“Innocence is like a dumb leper, who has lost his bell, wandering the 
world, meaning no harm.” (Graham Green, The Quiet American)
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Hotel
We’ve made a few changes, come and see.  Always open.

The Brasserie
We poached the head chef  from The Randolph in Oxford,  

come and try his food. Open from 7.00pm – 9.30pm

The Gun Room Bar
We transformed ours into a relaxing bar for everyone,  

come for light meals and snacks Open from 12.00pm – 9.30 pm

Leisure Club
Swimming pool, gym and fitness classes.  
Join ‘The Club’ not a Gym. Open daily

www.eynshamhall.com | enquiries@eynshamhall.com 01993 885200
North Leigh, Witney, Oxfordshire OX29 6PN

Folk
Saturday October 21st - Buffalo 
Skinners Doors 7.15pm for 7.45pm. 
Tickets £10 from www.wegottickets.
com/event/411471  or email: 
villagehallfinstock@gmail.com. "They 
just got the crowd going and had 
a roaring reception. Astonishing." - 
Janice Long, BBC Radio 2

The Buffalo Skinners are a song 
writing collective based in Sheffield. 
Their music stems from a shared 
passion for song writing and singing 
in harmony. The band draw influence 
from 60’s rock-n-roll, folk, blues and 
whatever else they’ve been listening 
to recently.

Saturday November 25th - Evenlode 
Folk and Pop-up Folk jointly present 
Gordon Giltrap and Nick Hooper: 
Guitars, two friends sharing music. 
There will be plenty of solos from 
Gordon and Nick, as well as some duos. 
Doors 7.30pm for 8pm. Tickets £10 from 
www.wegottickets.com/event/410608  
or email: villagehallfinstock@gmail.
com.

As one of the UK's most respected 
guitarists, the legendary Gordon Giltrap 
has graced the music business with his 
dedication to his craft and affection for 
his audience for over 40 years. Although 
Nick Hooper is better known as a film 
music composer, he started his musical 
career as a guitarist studying at The 
Royal College of Music and receiving 
tuition from John Williams and others. 
In the late 70s he toured widely under 
the auspices of Yehudi Menuhin’s 
Live Music Now and also The British 
Council.

Shaun Morley

Finstock Craft Club
The good news is that due to its 

ongoing success, the Craft Club now 
also meets on ‘some’ Friday evenings.  
Sessions continue as usual on Mondays 
(except Bank Holidays) from 7:30 to 
9:30pm. Due also to the success of the 
Village Hall many Fridays have already 
been booked for private functions, 
leaving the following dates for Craft 
Club: October 20th, November 17th, 
December 8th and 15th. Price per 
session remains at £1.50. These are 
the available dates up to Christmas! It 
is likely that the number of Fridays will 

increase in the New Year. More dates 
will be published in the next newsletter. 
Therefore, if Mondays don’t suit you, 
come along to one of the pre-Christmas 
sessions. Start making your cards and 
gifts and you’ll discover the satisfaction 
and pleasure you can get from ‘making 
it yourself’. All are welcome. For many, 
it’s not just a hobby, as crafting is 
thought to be particularly beneficial 
to your health. Take-a-look: www.
craftcourses.com/blog /the-health-
benefits-of-craft.

A Further reminder! Do please come 
along to the Village Hall on Saturday 
November 11th between 10am and 
4pm for the Finstock Annual Arts 
and Crafts Fayre. Preparations are 
being made by our very enthusiastic 
committee to make this most enjoyable 
pre-Christmas event, one which you 
should not miss. Tables are being 
booked as I write, so do spread the 
word. For further information (change 
from the usual email address), now: 
info@finstockcraftclub.co.uk or Tel: 
869283.

Rosa Charlesworth
On behalf of Finstock Craft Club

News from the 
village shop

As many of you know, we are a 
Community shop run by volunteers for 
the community.

We have a wonderful little shop 
and Post Office and try to keep a 
wide selection of goods at prices 

that compare favourably to most 
supermarket prices. However, due to 
dropping numbers in footfall we are 
struggling to keep this essential service 
to the community going.

Takings have dropped dramatically 
in the past year and every week is a 
struggle to ensure the figures add up 
to make us a viable enterprise.

We understand that life can become 
very hectic and we don' t expect 
anybody to be coming down to do their 
weekly shop, but there are various ways 
people can put their little bit into the 
shop. Visitng us and spending just £5 a 
week could ensure the viability of the 
shop; there is also our 100 club, which 
costs £8 per month and enters you into 
five draws a month. The top prize is 
£100 with a further four prizes of £50!

I am sure no-one would like to 
see the Village Shop and Post Office 
closing. We are so lucky to have these 
facilities on our doorstep.

Please come on down and have 
a look around, I'm sure you will be 
surprised at some of our low prices.

Karen Williams

Shop opening hours
Weekdays 8am – 5:30pm
Saturday 8:30am – 1pm
Closed on Sunday
Shop Tel: 869096

Post Office opening hours
Weekdays 9am – 1pm

FINSTOCk VILLAGE HALL
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The ediTorial CommiTTee
Nicky Higgins 868425 Proofing
Tony Hirtenstein 868600 Proofing
Joy Murphy 868575 Editor

Joy.nick@gmail.com
Ann Sullivan 868597 Advertising
Barbara Wells 868776 Distribution
Photographs thanks to staff members and others.
Read the Finstock News online at www.finstock.
org.uk; join the Finstock Yahoo group – groups.
yahoo.com/group/finstock; or write to us at 63 
High Street, Finstock Oxon OX7 3DA.
Plan ahead – Know the deadlines
Issue Deadline
Feb/Mar First of January
April/May First of March
June/July First of May
August/September First of July
October/November First of September
December/January First of November
Please keep articles short. As space is limited, the 
Editors reserve the right to shorten long pieces in the 
interest of balance. Finstock News does not necessarily 
share the views expressed in readers’ letters.

PELLMANS
Your Local Solicitors

•	 Business and Employment Law                                
Contracts, Legal Compliance and  
Disputes    

•	 Property                                                                      
Buying and Selling Homes,   
Commercial and Agricultural

•	 Wills, Probate and Trusts
Tax Planning and Lasting Powers 
of Attorney

01865 884400
www.pellmans.co.uk

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Witney, 
OX29 4TB
Home visits and evening appointments 
available

Our Bar is open:
Mon: 6pm – close

Tues – Fri: 12 noon – 3pm & 6pm – close
Sat: 12 noon – close

Sun: 12 noon – 6.00pm

Our kitchen is open:
Tues – Sun

Lunch: 12 noon – 2.00pm
Dinner: 6.30pm – 9.00pm

FREE WIFI

Come and visit us, we’d love to see you.

The Plough Inn 
High Street, Finstock OX7 3BY

 Tel: 01993 868333
www.theplough-inn.co.uk

Plough_ad_90x60mm_Details_2015.indd   1 29/10/2015   15:47

District Council report
By the time you read this, the Beer 

Festival will have passed. All I can say is 
well done to the organisers for bringing 
merriness and good cheer to our village

You should receive a leaf let 
explaining the new bin collections. If 
there is anyone having great difficulty 
with the new blue lidded bins let 
me know (see below). There are 
some much smaller bins, which may 
be available particularly for elderly 
members or those with real access or 
disability issues. In the meantime, use 
the black box for glass, or if you really 
cannot make use of them, they will 
be collected, but only if you contact 
WODC.

Housing need is acute in our villages 
and towns but we should plan for 
them in the right place with the proper 
infrastructure in place and the right kind 
of houses. Catering for people needing 
to get on the housing ladder or those 
elderly who wish to downsize would 
be a start. More affordable rented 
accommodation is also needed.

It is my view that the District Council 
should use some of its reserves to work 
in partnership with communities and 

start building more homes. We cannot 
wait for the government when we have 
it within our own remit to do something 
more locally.

I met Thames Water engineers 
recently in Finstock having just been 
updated by the Chair of Finstock 
Parish Council  about continual 
unresolved sewerage, blocked drains 
and maintenance issues. As luck would 
have it as I finished the briefing update, 
two Thames Water vans passed by and 
parked up opposite the village hall. 
Little did they realise they were to be 
accosted by your District Councillor. 
After some discussion, it was resolved 
that the engineers were recommending 
that our sewage system be put on 
a regular maintenance contract as 
opposed to the rather ad hoc system 
of only responding when there is a 
problem. As I said, prevention is more 
cost effective and reassuring than a stick 
on plaster approach.

I will keep you in touch with 
developments.

Cllr Andy Graham
andyg2439@gmail.com

Sewage problems
I have recently enjoyed chatting in 

the field with orange-suited Thames 
Water officials as we meditate on the 
failings of our local sewers. Off the 
record, they all agree that frequent visits 
to "remove blockage" are of no long-
term value and that the inadequate 
system in Ramsden and Finstock simply 
cannot cope with the increased volume 
and changed composition of the sewage 
which flows under, or sometimes over, 
the field, the lane and the road to the 
pumping station in Dark Lane.

Realistically, while Thames Water is 
devoting its energies to replacing the 
Bazalgette sewers in London, there will 
be no money to spare for us. Are we 
confident that the local planners are 
taking this situation into account as they 
proceed with plans for further housing 
development in our village? 

We do need additional, modest 
houses but it is essential that the 
situation is looked at from all angles 
before permission is granted by the 
District Council.

Barbara Pensom

The 100th anniversary 
of the bicycle

Vehicles for human transport that 
have two wheels and require balancing 
by the rider date back to the early 19th 
century. 

T h e  t e r m  b i c y c l e  w a s 
coined in France in the 1860s. 
(www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_
of_the_bicycle)

kenya’s tough ban 
on plastic bags

Kenyans producing, selling or even 
using plastic bags risk imprisonment 
of up to four years or fines of $40,000 
(£31,000) as the world’s toughest law 
aimed at reducing plastic pollution 
comes into effect. Plastic bags take 
between 500 to 1,000 years to break 
down and also enter the food chain. 
(The Guardian)

Book to see a doctor at 
weekends or in the evening

You can book an appointment 
via your surgery to see a doctor on 
Saturdays and Sundays and in the 
evenings in Oxfordshire. OCCG has 
commissioned a scheme to allow more 
patients to see a GP or a practice nurse 
during these times to further improve 
healthcare in Oxfordshire. For more 
information on the scheme www.
tinyurl.com/ycdaxpap (Talking Health)

Joy.nick@gmail.com
www.finstock.org.uk
www.finstock.org.uk
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://www.pellmans.co.uk
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SMALL ADS
(All numbers start with 01993 unless otherwise stated)

Dog lovers 
wanted

Join our local host community

BarkingMad.uk.com

T: 01865 922004   M: 07985 766868
Oxon@barkingmad.uk.com

Companionship, friendship 
and fun are guaranteed!
•  Dogs to suit your lifestyle
•  Completely flexible
•  Trial stays to ensure compatibility
•  Full support and advice
•  A playmate for your own dog

Kings  
Cleaning serviCes 
And ProPerty MAintenAnce 

 
cleaning - Windows - Gutters 

Fascia’s - UPVc - office cleaning 
conservatories, inc. roofs 

 
installation & repairs to 

Windows - Fascia’s - Gutters 
new conservatories 

carpentry - de-mossing roofs 
Plus wide range general repairs

 
Fully insured

Ring 01993 882727 
or 07974 991269

Thames Valley Police
Did you know there are a number 

of ways to follow Thames Valley Police? 
Our website is a great start www.
thamesvalley.police.uk. There you can 
keep up-to-date with what’s happening 
in your area, contact your local police 
team, get advice, share your feedback 
and even give a compliment or make 
a complaint.

If you are a user of social media 
you can get crime advice, good news 
stories and appeals via your preferred 
method. You can even see some of 
the different roles and places we visit 
and things we get up to in our daily 
patrols. If you are a Facebook follower 
you can find us by searching Thames 
Valley Police. For Instagram, it’s also 
Thames Valley Police. If you’re a Twitter 
user there are a number of different 
Thames valley police accounts but for 
West Oxfordshire its @TVP_Westoxon.

We love a like, follow, love or retweet 
and appreciate your feedback.

Helen Keen
PCSO 9862, EYNSHAM

Finstock Girlguiding
All sections meet on Wednesdays
Rainbows - for girls aged between 

5 and 7 years. This group meets from 
4.45pm until 5.45pm. Contact for 
Rainbows is Amy Fox - 07495 064634 
(or Caroline, details as below)

Brownies - this group is for girls 
aged between 7 and 10 years and 
meets from 6pm until 7.30pm. Contact 
for Brownies is Caroline Booth - 
carolinebooth4@gmail.com; 07890 
629001

Guides - for girls aged between 10 
and 14 years. This group meets from 
6pm until 7.30pm. Contact for Guides 
is Karen Williams – phoenixlights@
hotmail.com; 07809 724065

Integrated urgent 
care 111

The new Thames Valley Integrated 
Urgent Care 111 service will help you 
access a wide range of clinical care 
through a single call, including dental, 
pharmacy and mental health services, 
ensuring patients get the right care, first 
time. If people are unable to book a GP 
appointment under the scheme and need 
to see a doctor urgently out of hours they 
should contact NHS 111. (Talking Health)

Action Fraud 
has reports of Tech-Support scammers 

claiming to be from Microsoft who are 
taking advantage of the global WannaCry 
ransomware attack. It is important to 
remember that Microsoft’s error and 
warning messages on your PC will never 
include a phone number. Additionally 
Microsoft will never proactively reach 
out to you to provide unsolicited PC or 
technical support. Any communication 
they have with you must be initiated 
by you.

How to protect yourself
•  Don't call numbers from pop-up 

messages.
•   Never allow remote access to your 

computer.
•  Always be wary of unsolicited calls. 

If you’re unsure of a caller’s identity, 
hang up.

•  Never divulge passwords or pin 
numbers.

•  Microsoft or someone on their behalf 
will never call you.

If you believe you have already been a 
victim
•  Get your computer checked for any 

additional programmes or software that 
may have been installed.

•  Contact your bank to stop any further 
payments being taken.

Report fraud and cyber crime to 
Actionfraud.police.uk.

Use the Village Hall  
for your next event.  

Contact  
villagehallfinstock@gmail.

com or 868020

Friendly hairstylist - 
Haircuts in your home  

Any age, male or female 
Reasonable rates.  

Alison Pritchard 
Tel 01608 810533

Don’t forget you can view Finstock 
News online at  

finstock.org.uk/the-finstock-news
Line ads are charged at 20p per  

word, payment in advance  
Please contact:  

Ann Sullivan on 868597

villagehallfinstock@gmail.com
villagehallfinstock@gmail.com
finstock.org.uk/the-finstock-news
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COuNTrySIDE CONSErVATION
… there is a harmony in autumn, and a lustre in the sky.   Shelley

FIREWOOD
Quality Seasoned Hardwood Logs

Softwood also available

Kindling & Stacking Service

Order Online: 
www.jagtimber.co.uk

Tel: 01993 868001 

FIREWOOD
Quality Seasoned Hardwood Logs

Softwood also available
Kindling & Stacking Service

Order Online: www.jagtimber.co.uk
Tel: 01993 868001 

PJR 
Plumbing & Heating 
Installation, service, repair 

Gas safety certificates 

 
Tel:  01993 881069 
Mob:  07515 733398 
email:  rj_pimm@hotmail.com 

rAMsdEn

th
E

royAL oA
K

Enjoy thE finEst 
winE bEEr & food

A tradition of warm hospitality 
since the 17th century.

info@royaloakramsden.com
www.royaloakramsden.com

Mon - Fri: 11.30-3.00pm, 6.30-11.00pm
Sat: 11.30pm Sun: 12.00-10.30pm

Tel: 01993 868213

Food access map and database launched
Community Action Group (CAG), Feeding the Gaps, along with Oxford City 

Council and Good Food Oxford has launched a map and database of food 
services providing free or subsidised food within Oxfordshire. The map provides 
people with information on what food services are available in the County, how 
to access them, and whether they are open to everyone or for referrals only, or 
only open at particular times.

The map came out of a Feeding the Gaps report that researched food poverty 
in Oxford; the report found that many people don’t always know where to go for 
help in finding food. There are many projects in Oxford working to tackle food 
poverty or redistribute food in various ways and this project will help make that 
information more accessible and support people in knowing what is available.

This will also be a valuable resource for key workers in Oxford enabling them 
to give up-to-date food advice to people they are working with.cagoxfordshire.
org.uk/food-access-map-database-launched/

Plastic bags can be used to line food waste bins
Residents can use plastic bags such as carrier bags and pedal bin liners, to line 

their food waste bins. WODC collects food waste every week and takes it to the 
Agrivert Anaerobic Digestion plant near Cassington for recycling. The processing 
plant is now able to accept thin plastic bags and carrier bags as caddy liners, as 
well as residents placing food waste in compostable bags, newspapers or directly 
into their caddies. Extracted liner bags are sent to an Energy Recovery Facility, 
where they are incinerated, and created into energy. Last year WODC collected 
over 3,480 tonnes of food waste. Residents can use any type of paper or plastic 
liners for food waste, provided they are not black bin bags. Food can also be 
put loose, straight into the caddy. However, it is important that retail packaging 
is removed. For example, bacon should be taken out of its plastic packet and 
fruit out of any punnets.

For more information about waste and recycling in West Oxfordshire, or to 
order a free food waste bin and kitchen caddy, see www.westoxon.gov.uk/bins 
or call 861025.
• Any food waste, cooked or raw, can go in the food waste bin. It is taken to 
the processing plant and during the recycling process gases are captured and 
turned into electricity, while the end product is a nutrient-rich fertiliser known 
as ‘digestate’.

• The Agrivert plant processes food waste from across Oxfordshire and creates 
fertiliser for local farmers to use, along with enough electricity to power 4,200 
homes on an on-going basis.

Oxfordshire County 
Council’s DIy 1, 2, 3 for 
free schemes changing
The current scheme which has 

been running at their Household 
Waste Recycling Centres for 15 years 
allowing residents to deposit up to 
three DIY waste items for free before 
being charged a small fee of £1 for each 
additional item. From October 1st this 
changes to a small fixed fee per item 
of £1.50 for most non-household or 
DIY items. Residents can still deposit 
household waste for free at their 
local Household Waste Recycling 
Centre. More information about the 
changes can be found online at www.
oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste.

Disposal of electronics
Mobile phones and batteries should 

not be disposed of in your wheelie bin 
as they can ignite if they are punctured 
or compacted causing, or contributing 
to, bin lorry fires. Householders can 
recycle used batteries through their 
recycling collections or at retailers, such 
as supermarkets, or at council reception 
points. From October, WODC are 
expanding their household recycling 
collection service to include small 
unwanted electrical items, such as 
mobile phones and laptops.

Cotswold Way 
National Trail

Download free circular self-guided walks 
for trails and paths across the Cotswolds: 
www.escapetothecotswolds.org.uk

www.royaloakramsden.com
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AIRPORT TRANSFERS- 
WITNEY SHUTTLE 

 

 

WE PROVIDE DIRECT 
TRANSFERS FROM 

FINSTOCK TO HEATHROW 
(& other airports/cruise 

terminals etc).  
 

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL, 
FRIENDLY & EXTREMELY 

RELIABLE. 
 

 Please call or email for prices. 
 

INFO@WITNEYSHUTTLE.COM 
01993 705993 

FREEPHONE: 0800 043 4633 

VILLAGE DEVELOPMENT

Building on the old allotments
Previously reported: If you wish to 

read the recent Village Survey report, 
please contact June Pratley, the Clerk 
(868570 or june.pratley@btinternet.
com) who can provide you with a copy. 
If after reading this report you have any 
questions, please contact any of the 
parish councillors.

Shaun Morley, who handles bookings 
for the Village Hall, posted a note on 
the Finstock Yahoo Group and Finstock 
Facebook sites from an organisation 
known as Village Foundations. These 
were posted for information only and 
were not offering an opinion on the 
merits or otherwise of the proposed 
development. The village was invited 
to the Village Hall on July 26th for an 
open public consultation on building 
new homes in Finstock. Thanks to 
Shaun’s posting, those who have joined 
the Finstock Yahoo Group or monitor 
Finstock Facebook group were alerted 
to the meeting. Unfortunately, this 
booking came between issues of the 
Finstock News which meant that only 
those who were on Finstock’s Facebook 
or the Finstock’s Yahoo groups were 
aware of the meeting. Fortunately, the 
network of emails and phone calls that 
followed this announcement produced 
a good turnout for the presentation.

The proposed site for this housing 

development in Finstock is on the old 
allotment field owned by Cornbury 
Estate, accessed off the High Street 
and currently used for crop production. 
The proposal is for around 25 homes 
and will incorporate an orchard space, 
shared amenity space and improved 
cycle and footpaths to the village. 

The suggested mix is as follows: 
7 x House 2 bedrooms, 3 affordable; 

12 x House 3 bedrooms, 5 affordable; 
6 x House 4 bedrooms, 2 affordable.

Please note that affordable only 
means that the homes will be priced 
as little as ten percent less than what 
would normally be charged for a home 
in our area.

Rep r e s en t a t i ve s  o f  V i l l a g e 
Foundations were available for our 
questions bringing up issues such as 
the ongoing sewage problems at The 
Bottom, increased traffic on the High 
Street and potential for additional 
homes to be built in the future on this 
site. Comment sheets were also made 
available and duly filled in by those 
attending.

At this point, no planning application 
has been filed for proceeding with this 
development.

Village Foundations visit www.
villagefoundations.co.uk for further 
updates.

Cont from page 1)
This is Southill Solar Farm, which 

has been running since November 
2016. It is a community-owned and 
community-run solar farm bringing 
enough green energy to power the 
equivalent of all the homes in its three 
nearest parishes – Charlbury, Finstock 
and Fawler – in West Oxfordshire.

The solar farm was funded by a mix 
of community investment via a share 
offer and ethical private funding from 
banks and other organisations.

“Any profits from Southill Solar 
will be invested back into the local 
area, through the community benefit 
society. This is a community energy 
project – power by local people, for 
local people!”

On May 21st we had the opportunity 
to walk from Cornbury Bridge to the 
farm along a track used by a few animals 
and on that day by the Boundary walk. 
After some rough walking you reach a 
railway bridge, and the farm is on the 
other side.

We were shown a new kind of beehive, 
the thermosolar hive. It is heavily 
insulated, and if the top is raised the 
internal temperature can go up to 47C, 
enough to kill pests (varroa mites) 
without harming the bees.

For more information you can read: 
- www.southillcommunityenergy.co.uk.

Tony Hirtenstein

Note: Southill Solar has 17,300 
solar panels, which generates 4.5MW 
of energy; enough energy to power 
1,100 homes or the equivalent to 
all of the properties in its nearest 
parishes: Charlbury, Finstock and 
Fawler. (Cotswold Times)
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CroCkford Builders
35 School Rd, Finstock, 

Oxon OX7 3DN

EST 1973
New builds, Extensions, 

Renovations,
Dry or mortar stone walling,

Groundwork, Hard landscaping,
Natural stone slate specialists,

Re-roofing,
General Maintenance.

All building work undertaken 
Domestic & Commercial

Call William on
01993 868617 OR 07817248329

Tel: 0845 458 2980 
Mobile: 07976 261850 

Email: tctrees@btinternet.com 
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery company with 
the integrity you can trust.

TrAVELS IN TWO OF THE "STANS"
I ' ve always wanted to go to 

Samarkand - it sounds so mysterious, 
so when a friend said would I like to go 
on a "Silk Road" holiday I jumped at the 
chance. We were visiting Uzbekistan 
and Turkmenistan and I needed visas 
for both of those countries. This proved 
to be quite a performance in itself. 
Anyway armed with these we took off 
from London for our overnight Uzbeki 
Airline flight. This was much better than 
I had anticipated with the touchdown 
in Tashkent being the smoothest I’ve 
known. It’s just the stewardesses hadn’t 
been to a charm school recently.

We passed 
t h r o u g h 
ar r i va l  and 
immigrat ion 
at  Tashkent 
very quickly, 
along with a 
tour  g roup 
f r o m  S a g a 
holidays (who 
we didn't see 
again). After 
a very quick 

shower etc. we were off on a whistle 
stop tour of Tashkent and saw the first 
of many mosques and madrassahs. 
The next day we flew to Khiva and 
then entered Turkmenistan via a road 
border (took 2 hours and 8 looks at 
my passport visas etc. and for the 
first time ever during my travels my 

luggage was searched). Turkmenistan is 
a strange country with some wonderful 
archaeological sites and some strange 
gold and white buildings especially 
in the capital Ashgabat - well worth 
looking at on the internet.

After 5 days there we re-entered 
Uzbekistan via a road border - 10 looks 
at my passport this time I think and a 
couple of journeys in rickety cars or 
people carriers to ferry us between 
the two border points. Then it was on 
to Bukhara Shakriszbad (birthplace of 
Tamurlaine) and finally Samarkand. 
In both countries we rattled around 
in a coach on good roads, appalling 
roads and ventured into the desert in 
a people carrier. I will never complain 
about the West Oxfordshire potholes 
again! Another interesting feature of 
Uzbeki life is that a 1000 Soms note 
was equal to about 10p so I ended 
up carrying about £40 worth of Soms 
around in a carrier bag - which came 
out at mealtimes to pay my share of the 
bill. Dinner was thought to be expensive 
if it cost us more than 200,000 Soms 
(£20) between 8 of us.

We visited Mosques, Madrassahs, 
Castles, Mausoleums and all the sights 
I saw met with, and even exceeded, 
my expectations. We had hot sunny 
weather every day and all the buildings 
looked bright and clean and the women 
in both countries wore very colourful 
clothing.

The Uzbeki 
people were 
f r i e n d l y 
a n d  o f t e n 
wanted their 
photo taken 
with us. The 
Tu r ke m e n i 
w e r e  a 
b i t  s h y e r 
a n d  w a r y. 
The re  wa s 

a very obvious police presence in 
Turkmenistan. In both countries, life 
for the ordinary person outside the 
cities consisted of subsistence farming, 
using hand tools (hoes, sickles etc.) and 
travelling by donkey carts. We saw lots 
of children, smartly dressed going to 
school, and the “restrooms” were pretty 
basic - it was a bonus if we could sit 
down, but on the whole clean. The food 
was based on a meat diet (lamb/mutton) 
kebabs, kofta, rice, chips, lots and lots 
of salads. No cakes or puddings etc. 
Breakfasts were interesting….one day 
we were served condensed milk along 
with rock hard bread and a strange 
looking jam - but it was all part of the 
enjoyment. The hotels were of a much 
better standard than I imagined.

This was a wonderful two week 
holiday which left me wanting to see 
more.

Deborah Jackson

It is a Scam!

The young lads who go door-to-door 
selling household products often have 
some form of ID which they display, 
but this is bogus.

The bag of household products is 
supplied by the man who employs 
them who typically deposits them from 
a Transit Van. 

If any salesperson comes to your 
door, ask to see their Pedlar’s certificate 
- these are only issued to individuals 
under very strict conditions. 

If they are in your area, please call us 
immediately on 101 with a description 
of them and any associated vehicle they 
may be using.
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Painting, Decorating 
Curtain & Blind fitting

Local & Reliable Tradesman  
House & Home Services

INTERIOR DECORATING HOME

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

PERIOD PROPERTY EXPERIENCE 

FULLY INSURED

Email: buck@elbiehouse.freeserve.co.uk

Richard Buck

Elbie House, East End

Tel:  01993 880166
Mob: 07791 046583

Finstock School
Janey Velasquez is the new Acting Head of School at 

Finstock, and will lead the school through this academic 
year. The School Governors will recruit a permanent 
replacement for Sue Dawe in the New Year.

I went to Malvern Girls’ College and studied Art 
History, Drama and Classics before I continued studying 
Drama and Classical Studies at Royal Holloway University. 
I later graduated from Roehampton with a PGCE in 
Primary Education, specialising in KS1 and Early Years. 
My formative years in Education were spent teaching in 

West London, before moving to Oxford in 2013 to help set up a free school. 
After leaving my role as Assistant Principal, I have taught across the Primary age 
phase throughout Oxfordshire. Having heard about Finstock School through the 
Mill Academy Trust, I was drawn to its strong links with the community, beautiful 
buildings and what people described as a very special school. Now that I have 
taken up the post of Head of School, I am keen to continue teaching a broad 
and rich curriculum and putting the best interests of the children first. The core 
values of challenge, respect, encouragement and belief also very much align with 
my own personal values.

I first encountered the Christian ethos of the school when I had the privilege of 
having a tour and meeting members of the community who were so welcoming 
to me. I happened to visit on a cake sale day run by FoFS which was great timing! 
The children were polite and engaging when I spoke to them and were excited 
to show me their learning; I can’t wait to join them on their learning journey. 
I look forward to helping lead the school on their continuing journey towards 
delivering outstanding education.

Janey Velasquez
Acting Headteacher

Autumn Term 2017 - Wednesday September 6th to Tuesday December 19th
Autumn Half Term Holiday - Monday October 23rd to Friday October 27th

 

Friends of Finstock 
School (FoFS)

After a summer break from FoFS 
activities and fundraising, we are 
looking forward to the new school year. 
Our plans for the autumn term include 
a school disco and the Christmas Fayre.

We look forward to welcoming new 
families to the school. Parents and 
school families can find updates on our 
events in our parent mail messages or 
check the FoFS notice board at school.

Our AGM is planned for 8pm on 
Thursday October 5th. It will be in the 
school hall and all are welcome to hear 
our report from the year.

We have an enthusiastic committee 
of parents, with several new members 
for this term, supported by many 
volunteer helpers who give an hour 
here or there, or bake cakes for sales. 
We are always open to new members 
and helpers, and you don’t have to be 
a parent of the school to join, do get in 
touch if you would like to be involved.

Dawn Simpkins (on behalf of FoFS)  
dawn_simpkins@yahoo.co.uk

Windrush Bike Project
Open workshop runs every Saturday 

and Tuesday from 10am – 2pm at 
Cogges Manor Farm, OX28 3LA. At 
each session there is a trained mechanic 
and a volunteer. The workshop is open 
for anyone to come and use our tools, 
buy spare parts, and get help and advice 
from the mechanic. We have a price 
tariff based on the time you spend in 
the workshop and any parts you need 
for your bike. windrushbikeproject.uk/. 
(The Key - Oxfordshire's Sustainability 
Newsletter)

“If you are truly serious about preparing your child for the future, 

 don’t teach him to subtract, teach him to deduct.” 

Fran Lebowitz

West Oxon 
Handyman & Home  
Improvement Services

Electrical / Plumbing / Flooring / 
Decorating / Tiling / Woodwork

Flat pack furniture / Bathroom & 
kitchen installation

Quality finish Fully insured

No job too small All jobs considered

For a free quote call 01993-
868725 or 07717-878323

Email: nathan_randell@hotmail.com

buck@elbiehouse.freeserve.co.uk
nathan_randell@hotmail.com
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NICOLA MOrGAN DC MMCA

Registered Chiropractor – 
McTimoney Technique

Kimber Cottage, Holly Tree Cottages,
Woodstock Rd, Earls Lane,
Charlbury OX7 3ET Deddington OX15 0TQ

Tel: 07968-381335
I have almost 30 years’ experience 
in this gentle, effective manipulative 
therapy, which is suitable for many 
condit ions and ages. I  of fer very 
f lexible appointment times in two 
locations.

See www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk

Provider for BUPA, PPP, WPA and all  
major health insurance companies

Member of the General Council & Register 
for Chiropractors and the McTimoney 

Chiropractic Association.

We are going 
from strength to 

strength
Brand new classes and a great new timetable

there is no requirement to commit 
to a long term contract

We are open as follows:–

•	6.30am to 9.30pm, during the week and

•	7.30am to 7.30pm at the weekend.

full membership is available 
from just £31 per month!

(figure based on full dual membership)

For more details email
c.parsons@eynshamhall.com

or call 01993 885 207

WWW.eynshamhall.com

County Councillor report
As you may know, we welcomed the OVO Tour of Britain cycle race to the 

area on September 9th. Before the race, it was clear that the roads in and around 
Charlbury and the Wychwood villages were full of potholes, therefore in July I 
asked the County Council Cabinet Member with responsibility for roads what 
the plan was for ensuring that the surfaces were made safe. I was told that the 
roads would be inspected and repaired before the race. A week before the race, 
however, nothing had been done and it was only through a considerable amount 
of badgering that finally, on the day before the race, the team turned up to fill 
in the worst examples. There is a real need for us to sort out roads all over the 
County. The Liberal Democrat Group on the County Council are proposing that 
Oxfordshire look at borrowing money, while interest rates are low, to ensure that 
our roads can be properly resurfaced, and potholes filled in a timely manner. 
Unfortunately, the cycle race has emphasised just how badly funded our roads 
are in this county.

The new blue lidded recycling bins have now been distributed for the new 
scheme which will be in place from October. I have had a number of requests 
from residents who would prefer to keep their boxes rather than use another 
wheelie bin, and the District Council have agreed that if people have limited 
space for the storage of another wheelie bin, they can ask to be able to continue 
to use their boxes instead. If you fall into this category, please call the Council 
on 861000 and ask customer services to put forward a request. The Council 
will then consider the request, and if they agree they will come and remove the 
unwanted wheelie bin.

Liz Leffman
 

Finstock Millennium Wallhanging
At the turn of the century, it was decided to create a needlework Wallhanging 

to commemorate Finstock at the Millennium. Pamela McDowell gathered a 
group of needlewomen and work began. Naturally, the work was intended to 
be hung where villagers could see it and, at the request of the then Village Hall 
Committee, it was shaped to fit the end wall opposite the entrance. The completed 
Wallhanging, which had included contributions from as many villagers as wanted 
to take part, was accepted as a gift and ‘unveiled’ with due ceremony in 2002 
by David Cameron, then our MP.

Later, it was decided to replace the old Village Hall and the Parish Church 
kindly offered to accommodate the Wallhanging until it could be re-instated in the 
new building. We were therefore dismayed to be told that the new Committee 
did not regard our work as in keeping with their vision for the new Hall and they 
turned it down. The space they eventually offered would have required us to 

cut down the original needlework and, 
after careful consideration; we decided 
that this would not be possible.

Fortunately, the Parish Church again 
stepped in and agreed to keep the 
Finstock Millennium Wallhanging in the 
Upper Room, where it can be seen by 
visitors during the daylight hours when 
the Church is usually open. We are 
grateful to the PCC for this generosity.

However, several changes to the 
Village have already occurred since 2000 
and we, the remaining needlewomen 
from the original group, have agreed 
to commission a photograph to go in 
the Village Hall (with permission from 
the Hall Committee) as a record of its 
original home, and to inform villagers 
of its current location. Naturally this 
incurs further expenditure and we 
should be grateful for any contributions 
to the costs.

Further particulars from any of those 
below: Barbara Pensom, Elizabeth 
Bigwood, Rosemary Wise, Fiona 
Woodfield and Clare Wright

 

Free electric blanket 
safety checks

The checks, part of a joint home 
safety scheme run by WODC and 
OCC, are taking place on October 
4th in Witney and October 18th 
in Chipping Norton. Safety check 
appointments must be pre-booked and 
are done on a first-come, first served 
basis. To book call 861000.

www.petersmithandson.co.uk
http://www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
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MARK BILLINGE
CHIMNEY SWEEP

For a clean and efficient service

 Tel.: 01367-243052

Walks starting at The Plough and going down Dark Lane

Open Monday - Saturday by 
apointment only.
Please contact us to book 
an appointment.

Wendy Heather
Rock Glen, The Bungalow
Leaaeld Road, Finstock
Oxfordshire,  OX7 3DB

Tel: 01993 868118        Mobile: 0796 8733412  
Email:     wendy@wychwoodgrooming.co.uk
Website:     www.wychwoodgrooming.co.uk.

Services  include:
Collection & drop-off facility
Hydrotherapy bathing
Full groom & styling
Removal of knots & tangles
Hand stripping
GGrooming for show on selected breeds
Nail trimming

A member of

City  & Guilds Qualiied Groomer 
ts.

Dark Lane, opposite The Plough, is 
the start of many walks, depending on 
how much time you have and how far 
you want to walk. I will describe two 
walks, one longer and one shorter, and 
indicate where the ‘off-shoot’ footpaths 
lead.

Walking down Dark Lane is initially 
somewhat difficult as it is not well 
maintained, but do persevere as it is 
well worth it. The trees form a canopy 
of branches over the ‘dark tunnel’, 
hence the name, perhaps.

The walk takes you downhill, with 
fields rising up on both sides; you can 
imagine the fact that there was a glacier 
there during the Ice Age – especially if 
you climb up on the left hand side and 
look back! 

When you get to the end of these 
sloping fields you get to the first 
‘Footpath Crossroads’, if you turn 
left and climb up, that heads across 
towards Cornbury, etc., following the 
footpath up to the right takes you 
through Topples Wood, and out by 
Hunt’s Copse. Both are lovely circular 
walks, but carry straight on through the 
Style Gate and into another lovely field 
sloping up steeply on both sides. The 
right-hand side is a favourite sledging 
slope when we do have snow, a bit of 
a trudge but good fun when you get 
there! Walk across this field and you 
will come to the river Evenlode, go 
through the Style Gate and walk along 
the river, under the trees and you will 
see the railway bridge ahead, and in 
front of it is a footbridge for walkers 
crossing the river.

  This is a super spot to stand, towards 
the end of May when the mayflies rise 
from the river where they have been 
‘forming’ for the past year. They shake 
themselves then ‘dance’ furiously, 
enjoying their very brief existence. 
Once across, pass under the railway 

bridge into a small field. This was a 
super spot to swim, etc., until the local 
farmer put up fencing there. It is lovely 
to look around just here; I have seen 
massive pike in the river (where I used 
to swim!). Then walk across and out 
onto the road that leads up onto the 
main road through Fawler and again 
you have a choice – turn right and 
right again and you can walk along this 
very quiet road to either Stonesfield 
Common or Ashford Mill; or turn left, 
taking care as there is no footpath, then 
after about 250 yards, turn up right past 
about three houses and a couple of 
barns, then up the farm track onto The 
Oxfordshire Way.

When you get to the top of this track, 
taking time as you go to look back and 
you will see across the valley to all the 
fields of Finstock – lovely views.

You will come to another ‘Footpath 
Crossroads’. You have three choices: 
A) Turn right and you walk along The 
Oxfordshire Way to some ex-farm 
houses you can see in the distance with 
fabulous views, then either walk left 
in front of these buildings and follow 
that path, or go right and this leads to 
Stonesfield Common, etc. B) Go straight 
over and follow the footpath right 
across the fields with amazing views 
to the right and you will come to the 
Charlbury/Woodstock road.

Turn right here and you have about 
10minutes walking on the road, uphill 
a bit, then you come to the entrance 
of a farm on your right; there is a 
Footpath sign. Turn down here and 
follow the farm road until you come 
to a lovely house, (please look at the 
notice warning drivers to slow down – it 
is lovely!) then pass through some farm 
buildings and barns – all very interesting 
and then back onto a track that leads 
down with fantastic views across the 
valley to the right. You then come to 
the ex-farm houses mentioned above, 
pass in front of these, then turn right 
and either down the track or through 
the gate and down inside the field, 
onto the footpath that leads back to 
the ‘Footpath Crossroads’ that you left 
some 30 – 40 minutes ago! Turn left 
and retrace your footsteps back home. 

If you are lucky and it is now evening, 
the sunsets are fantastic from here!

C) The third turning from that 
‘Footpath Crossroads’ is to turn left and 
you stay on the Oxfordshire Way until 
you come out on the Woodstock Road 
in Charlbury. Turn left and walk on the 
road round to Charlbury until you come 
to the entrance to Cornbury. Turn left 
and follow the road down across the 
railway and river bridges, until you 
come to The Lodge Gatehouse. (If you 
wanted, before turning into Cornbury, 
you could walk on into Charlbury for 
some refreshment at The Bell.) On 
your left here you join the footpath 
that leads through the Park, with all 
the deer, and lovely views, until you 
come to the lake. Cross the bridge and 
follow the path back to Finstock. This 
is a long but lovely circular walk for a 
special occasion. Next time you could 
just walk it in reverse.

I do hope you enjoy any walk that 
you take on; it is especially lovely 
walking with family or friends, but also 
just lovely walking with that four-legged 
friend.

Viv Wightman
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Andrew A. Adams
FCCA

Chartered Certified
Accountant

Quality personal service for your
Accounting, Taxation and

Business needs

Competitive fees agreed in advance
Free initial meeting

Telephone: 07790 854574
 01993 891280

 aaadams@talktalk.net

SuPErSTArS, MAkING A SHOW  
IN GArDENS

New varieties of Hydrangea produced by breeders 
have catapulted them back into fashion. These robust 
hardy shrubs, originally from Japan, are easy to grow, 
producing a display lasting from June into late autumn.

Try the delightful double hydrangeas, such as the 
rich pink, “Love” or the double blue, “Expression” and 
“Miss Saori” is sugar-coated with lipstick pink edging. 

Adding drama to any landscape or garden is “Stargazer” with its fantastic star 
shaped double flowers of pink edged white, which age into green with red bands.

Hydrangea macrophylla “Mirai,” is another absolute stunner, adding a “wow” 
factor to any garden, with clusters of cream, pink edged single florets, maturing 
into white, edged in deep rose pink. These different stages will produce waves 
of varying colours on the same plant and this is made more intriguing by its pink 
edged bright green leaves. Hydrangea paniculata “Wims” has honey-scented 
flower clusters, turning from white to pink, which intensify in colour as they 
mature to a rich wine red.

Lace cap hydrangeas have flowers resembling flat caps with frilly edges. An 
outstanding variety is “Lanark white” with round disks of short blue florets, edged 
with showier pure white flowers. “Bluebird” is good for tubs, with its mauve-blue 
blooms and foliage turning a marvellous shade of red in autumn. “Hot Chocolate”, 
has flowers covering a spectrum from pale and dusky pink through to deep 
blue-mauve, and glow beautifully with a blue haze at dusk. The leaves open 
in spring a dark chocolate brown, eventually becoming dark green and making 
an ideal background for the flowers. Then, in autumn, the foliage changes to 
amber- yellow with orange highlights, and all the way through, the underside of 
each leaf is wine red.

Botanically, Hydrangea “flowers” are coloured 
bracts, which can change from pink to blue due to 
the ph of the soil. In our alkaline soil, the colour is 
pink because any available aluminium is chemically 
“locked up”, but in acid soils the colour is blue as the 
aluminium is available to the plant. The depth of colour 
varies according to the variety. Colourants make the 
florets bluer, as does adding tea leaves or rusty nails. 

Watering with rainwater will help keep blue hydrangeas in pots from turning 
pink, as our tap water is very alkaline. White or green varieties stay unchanged 
regardless of soil ph.

I brighten up a shady corner with these gems, providing interest late into the 
year.

Happy Gardening,
Robert Bigwood

SHOP
ONLINE 24/7

gardenstoreonline.co.uk

Please note, the café and soft play barn will be open from the start of the day and stop serving 30 minutes before the garden centre closes. **Includes browsing and shopping up time.

Witney Road, Ramsden, Oxon. OX7 3AS

Open Mon-Sat 9am-5.30pm    Sun 10am-5pm** 

(On the B4022, between Charlbury and Witney)

Tel: 01993 868403

Hilltop

 
 

 
 

SOFT PLAY BARN
Extensive range of
quality plants, gardening
products and pots for
year round colour.

HILLTOP GARDEN STORE

YOU’LL FIND USON THE WITNEY ROAD BETWEEN CHARLBURY & WITNEY.

Restaurant

PLANTS

Relax in our restaurant famous with locals for
tasty breakfasts, lunches and home
baking.

*For Seasons Reward Card members. Join for FREE in-store.

FANTASTIC CHRISTMAS
DEPARTMENT

Play for up to two
hours from just £3
per child* Our Pizza
Café serves homemade,
cooked to order pizzas,
snacks and drinks - hot,
cold and shaken!

Become a
Seasons Reward
Card Member and get 10% off
plants, seeds and  every Tuesday
and Thursday, earn points, receive
seasonal vouchers and benefit
from exclusive offers
throughout the year!

INSPIRATIONAL

  HOME AND GIFT IDEAS

Great for every

occasion!
 

online or instore

OPENNOW!

Plastic bag charge 
works wonders

Did you know that single use of 
plastic bags in England is down by nine 
billion or 83 percent from 2015-16? 

Yes, that's 9 billion! (CPRE)
 

Walk 10 Minutes a Day 
and Improve your Health

The 'One You' physical activity 
campaign is encouraging adults to 
build 10 minutes continuous brisk 
walking into their day as a simple way to 
improve their health. This is particularly 
aimed at people who have an inactive 
or low activity lifestyle and may find 
incorporating activity into their day 
challenging. For more information 
on the campaign and download the 
app www.nhs.uk/oneyou/active10/
home#DHTq8Kmsvh4v2r1l.97.

(Talking Health)
Bicentenary of Henry David 

Thoreau who published Walden in 
1845. He was an American essayist, 
poet,  philosopher, abolit ionis t , 
naturalist, tax resister, development 
critic, surveyor, and historian. A 
leading transcendentalist, Thoreau is 
best known for his book Walden, a 
reflection upon simple living in natural 
surroundings, and his essay "Civil 
Disobedience" (originally published 
as "Resistance to Civil Government"), 
an argument for disobedience to an 
unjust state. "I ask for, not at once 
no government, but at once a better 
government" Wikipedia

If you have built castles in the air, 
your work need not be lost; that is 
where they should be. Now put the 
foundations under them.

aaadams@talktalk.net

	Finstock Ale 
	Southill Solar Farm 
	Finstock Village Hall AGM  
	We salute Sean Connolly 
	 0 . VILLAGE EVENTS 0 .
	Ladies, give us your support! 
	Finstock Local History Society 
	North Leigh History Society 
	ChOC Films 
	Remembrance Sunday Services 
	Finstock Baby and Toddler Group  - autumn return 
	WOODSTOCK DENTAL PRACTICE ADVERT
	Finstock Village Hall
	Folk 
	Finstock Craft Club 
	News from the village shop 
	Shop opening hours 
	EYNSHAM HALL ADVERT
	District Council report 
	The 100th anniversary of the bicycle 
	Kenya’s tough ban on plastic bags 
	Sewage problems 
	Book to see a doctor at weekends or in the evening 
	The Editorial Committee 
	THE PLOUGH ADVERT
	PELLMANS ADVERT
	SMALL ADS 
	Thames Valley Police 
	Friendly hairstylist -AD 
	Integrated urgent care 111 
	Action Fraud  
	Finstock Girlguiding 
	NHS ADVERT
	BARKING MAD ADVERT
	KINGS CLEANING ADVERT
	Countryside Conservation 
	Food access map and database launched 
	Plastic bags can be used to line food waste bins 
	Oxfordshire County Council’s DIY 1, 2, 3 for free schemes changing 
	Disposal of electronics 
	Cotswold Way National Trail 
	ROYAL OAK ADVERT
	PJR PLUMBING ADVERT
	JAG TIMBER ADVERT
	Village development 
	Building on the old allotments 
	WITNEY SHUTTLE ADVERT
	BULL INN ADVERT
	Travels in two of the "Stans" 
	It is a Scam! 
	TOWN AND COUNTRY ADVERT
	CROCKFORD BUILDERS ADVERT
	Finstock School 
	Friends of Finstock School (FoFS) 
	Windrush Bike Project 
	RICHARD BUCK ADVERT
	GRIMEBUSTERS ADVERT
	WEST OXON HANDYMAN ADVERT
	County Councillor report 
	Finstock Millennium Wallhanging 
	Free electric blanket safety checks 
	EYNSHAM HALL LEISURE ADVERT
	PETER SMITH & SON ADVERT
	NICOLA MORGAN ADVERT
	Walks starting at The Plough and going down Dark Lane 
	MARK BILLINGE ADVERT
	WYCHWOOD PET GROOMING ADVERT
	Superstars, making a show  in gardens 
	Plastic bag charge works wonders 
	Walk 10 Minutes a Day and Improve Your Health 
	ANDREW ADAMS ADVERT
	HILLTOP GARDEN ADVERT

