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Welcome to this issue of the Finstock News where you will find a lovely walk for Boxing Day on page 5; reports 
from the recent Craft Fair  and news from District and County Councillors plus our MP and local Parish Council. 

The Toddlers, School and the Village Shop all have their holiday opening hours noted. Shaun Morley reports on our Village 
Hall  and our gardening guru encourages us to try Bonsai. There is a tribute to one Ernest Claridge, a Finstock man who 
served in the Great War. 

From all the Editorial Committee we wish you a magic holiday experience!

Editors note: Congratulations to Finstock School as 
they have maintained their previous Ofsted rating of 
“Good” following an inspection earlier this term . The new 
Headteacher received a letter stating in part, “You have very 
recently started in your role but have already shared high 
aspirations and expectations clearly with staff and governors 
to aim for the very best outcomes for all pupils.” The Witney 
Gazette covered this story and a longer piece about the 
school’s Heart Warming café as noted in the Headteacher’s 
article .

Nobel Peace Prize
The Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to two figures 

that brought attention to ending sexual violence in armed 
conflicts . Denis Mukwege, a Congolese gynaecologist, has 
treated thousands of victims of gang rape . Fellow laureate 
Nadia Murad is a Yazidi activist who was for several years 
kidnapped and held by Islamic State militants .

Finstock C of E  
Primary School News

It has been an incredibly busy first term which started with 
the staff and children holding a Macmillan Coffee Afternoon .  
This raised £172 for Macmillan Cancer Support – thank you 
to all who attended . 

In Oak Class, our younger children have been working on 
a ‘Moon Zoom’ project, beginning their journey by exploring 
the site of a spaceship crash in their classroom! They used 
their scientific knowledge to investigative all the different 
materials they found at the crash site and went on to make 
their own spaceships .  

In Beech Class, our Year 3 and 4 children have been 
working on the topic of ‘Flow’ .  They have been meandering 
through the world of rivers, finding out about how they 
are formed, what they are used for and researching some 
of the world’s most famous rivers such as the Amazon .  A 
wonderful day was had by all at Didcot Water Treatment 
Centre learning about the water cycle, how water gets from 
the reservoir to our taps and how we can conserve water .

Cedar Class have enjoyed the science based learning 
during the topic of ‘Blood Heart’ and produced incredibly 
detailed drawings of the heart .  Reading Pig Heart Boy by 
Malorie Blackman has resulted in many lively discussions 
and fabulous written work . The children designed and ran 
the Healthy Café, which took place in the Village Hall .  It 
was hugely successful, offering healthy snacks and drinks as 
well as the children giving a brilliant demonstration of cardio-
pulmonary resuscitation and how to use a defibrillator . They 
raised an incredible £180 for the British Heart Foundation .

We look forward to sharing news about our many 
Christmas events with you next time, but in the meantime, 
on behalf of us all at Finstock C of E Primary School, may I 
wish you all a very happy festive season! 

Laura Dodgson-Hatto
Headteacher
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Pilates at Finstock Village Hall

Would you like to join a Pilate’s class 
at the Village Hall?

There are a few spaces available in  
the classes on Tuesday mornings 

at 10.45am-11.45am and 12noon-1pm.

Pilates can help align and strengthen the 
 body so everyday activities become more  

fluid and controlled. Aches and restrictions can 
be managed better and confidence  

in movement improved.

It is appropriate for most ages and  
levels of ability.

The classes are taught by Clare Nuttall, a local 
chiropractor. Clare is particularly interested in 

helping people to move well in their daily lives. 

For more information and to sign up, please 
email Clare at info@wychwoodchiropractic.com 

or ring 01993 700646.

December
7th  Local History The Great 

Exhibition
8th  School and Church 

Christmas Fair
14th Last posting for Santa
19th School Term ends
19th Toddler Christmas party
24th Shop closed for Christmas
1st-30th – Craft Guild sale
January
2nd Shop reopens
7th School Term begins
9th Toddler restarts
18th  Local History Shakenoak 

Roman Villa

A new 50p coin will be issued in 
2019 to mark Brexit.

Finstock Local 
History Society

December 7th 2018 A crystal 
vision of Victorian Britain: The Great 
Exhibition of 1851, by Dr Simon 
Wenman . The Great Exhibition excited 
a nation and promoted Britain to the 
world . Six million people visited this 
world fair in under five months and its 
story impacted on the entire country . 
Even a pair of Finstock-made gloves 
was exhibited!

January 18th Current and ongoing 
work on Shakenoak Roman Villa, 
by Professor John Blair . The very 
latest research and interpretation on 
Shakenoak Villa, North Leigh, providing 
further insight into this important 
heritage site and its environs . John 
is Professor of Medieval History and 
Archaeology at the University of 
Oxford .

All meetings at 8pm on Fridays unless 
otherwise stated, at Finstock Village Hall, 
OX7 3BU . Refreshments available from 
7 .30pm . Visitors £2 .50 . Members free . 
Email: finstocklocalhistorysociety@
gmail .com 

North Leigh 
History Society

December 4th 17th Century 
Christmas. A talk by Tim Healey

We welcome back Tim Healey who 
will be giving a talk on 17th century 
Christmases . We are also offering 
all our visitors and members festive 
refreshments as usual at our December 
gathering . All meetings take place in the 
Turner Hall, Church Road OX29 6TX at 
7 .30 pm; everyone is welcome . Visitors 
£4, Members free . Further details from 
Diana Power 882301 .

Concert announcement
Saturday December 15th at 7 .30pm 

Chipping Norton Choral Society with 
the Cheltenham Chamber Orchestra 
performing Elgar’s The Music Makers 
and Vaughan Williams’s Dona Nobis 
Pacem at St Mary’s Church, Banbury 
OX16 0AA, conducted by Peter Hunt . 
Tickets are £15 – from tickets@cncs .org .
uk, Jaffe & Neale Bookshop Chipping 
Norton or on the door . (Under-16s free) . 
Visit: www .cncs .org .uk . 

The Oxfordshire 
Craft Guild Christmas 

Selling Exhibition
Oxfordshire Museum Woodstock 

November 17th – December 30th
This annual exhibition features many 

of the county’s leading contemporary 
craft designers and makers . With 
such a wide variety of crafts, there is 
something to suit everyone – perfect 
for Christmas! Admission is free and 
the town has free parking .

Armistice Day at St 
Mary’s church in Witney

On November 11th the WOAPA 
singing group based in Witney including 
Finstock villagers Janet Lever, Ann 
Sullivan and Harry and Isobel Coombes 
performed at an afternoon tea . There 
were medleys from old time music hall, 
two new songs Thankful by Josh Groban 
and a mix of Found/Tonight from the 
musicals Dear Evan Hansen (opening 
in London in 2019) and Hamilton, Land 
of Hope and Glory and Rule Britannia.  
(WOAPA is West Oxfordshire Academy 
of Performing Arts)

Ladies, give us 
your support! 

Give all your unwanted old bras a 
new lease of life and help raise money 
for breast cancer research . Bring them 
to Joy Murphy at 63 High Street . Against 
Breast Cancer will receive a donation 
based on the weight of bras we collect, 
so every bra counts!

Waste
Waste of Muscle, waste of Brain,

Waste of Patience, waste of Pain,

Waste of Manhood, waste of Health,

Waste of Beauty, waste of Wealth,

Waste of Blood, waste of Tears,

Waste of Youth’s most precious years,

Waste of ways the saints have trod,

Waste of Glory, waste of God .

War!
G A Studdert Kennedy 

Aka “Woodbine Willie”

Use the Village Hall for your next event.  
Contact  

villagehallfinstock@gmail.com or 868020
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VILLAGE HALL EVENTS

Enjoyable Autumn 
Art Courses

Drawing with Pen and Brush, Begin-
ners & Improvers, 6 weeks, starts 

Monday November 12th - 1.30 – 4pm, 
Stonesfield St James’ Centre

Still Life Drawing, 6 weeks, starts 
Tuesday November 13th -  2 – 4.30pm, 

Finstock Village Hall

Seasonal Drawing Workshop, suitable 
for Beginners & Improvers, Saturday 

December 1st 10am – 1pm, Stonesfield 
St James’ Centre

For more information email gabri-
elekern31@gmail.com or ring 01993 

880430   

The Village Hall AGM was held on 
November 19th . The past year has 
been most successful and since the 
new hall opened in April 2016 when 
the charity held just a few hundred 
pounds cash, the target reserves of 
£5,000 has been met a year ahead 
of projection . In addition the charity 
has a healthy current account balance 
that presents the hall in a very sound 
financial position . Bookings are always 
very full with weekday regular users 
and weekend parties and community 
events . Good financial management 
has enabled the Trustees to keep hire 
fees for the entire building at just £5 
an hour for local users as a sign of 
the significant contribution made by 
Finstock and Fawler people in raising 
funds . There are many regular hirers 
although it was sad to see the table 
tennis group cease meeting in late 
September after a successful two and 
a half years . The Trustees would again 
like to thank the Finstock Ale for their 
fabulous efforts to raise money for the 
hall and to Karen Williams

who now runs the hall bar . Karen 
runs the regular bar for both hiring and 
events with all profits from the bar going 
to the Village Hall .

2018 saw the building and opening 
of a £15,000 storage extension that has 
relieved pressure on the internal storage 
space and enabled equipment stored 
elsewhere to be housed at the hall . 
This was possible with £6,000 grants, 
a donation of £1,250, and the rest from 
the village hall itself . 

At the AGM Shaun Morley stood 
down as Chair of Trustees after five 
years in the position . He said, “I am 
delighted to have been able to serve 
as chair of the Trustees for this period 
which has seen an old, cold, and under-
used hall replaced by the modern, 
warm, and fully used facility we now 
have .” Shaun remains a Trustee for 
another year and the new Chair is not 
known at the time of writing . Caroline 
Lewis (formerly Booth) also stood down 
after well over 20 years being on the 
management committee, the last five 
as Treasurer . For much of that time 
she was also leader of the Guiding 
movement in Finstock and her efforts 
over many years are greatly appreciated 
by all as she now stands down as 
Trustee and moves onto pastures new . 
Gill Peters has taken over as Treasurer .

Short-Mat Bowls
The bowls group continues to meet 

twice a week and in addition to our 
relaxed, social bowling we have also 
entered a team into the Witney Town 
Triples League over 25 weeks from 
October to March . We started with a 
17-12 win over a West Witney Bowls 
Club team . Each week the team is 
chosen from registered players Nicky 
Higgins, Ian Lever, Liz Cooke, Shaun 
Morley, Beverley Morley and Dave 
Evans . We are always looking for 
beginners to try the sport - just turn up 
with a pair of flat shoes, like trainers, 
any Monday or Thursday at 2pm . All 
welcome .

Finstock Bowl’s team: The Wood 
Peckers, Dave Evans, Nicky Higgins, 
Shaun Morley (and Ian Lever, not 
shown)

Shaun Morley

Finstock Craft Club
To those of you who attended this 

year’s annual arts and crafts fair, I 
think you will agree that the selection 
and quality of goods on display was 
once again outstanding . From our 
brilliant regular Finstock crafters to all 
the stallholders, we send our sincere 
thanks . The friendliness and warmth 
of stallholders and organisers alike was 
noted and appreciated by all .  

Craft Club Dates:  We continue to 
meet at the Village Hall on Mondays at 
7 .30pm (except Bank Holidays) . Friday 
dates in December are 7th and 21st .   

Warm wishes from everyone at the 
Craft Club for Christmas and the New 
Year.  We look forward to seeing more 
of you at the club in 2019 .

My personal thanks to all my friends 
in the village and especially to all the 
members of Finstock Craft Club for the 
many messages of love and support I 
received, at a very tough time for me 
and my family.  Thank you!

Rosa Charlesworth
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THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Lesley Dore 868280 Distribution 
Nicky Higgins 868425 Proofing
Tony Hirtenstein 868600 Proofing
Joy Murphy 868575 Editor

Joy.nick@gmail.com
Ann Sullivan 868597 Advertising
Photographs thanks to staff members and others.
Read the Finstock News online at www.finstock.
org.uk; join the Finstock Yahoo group – groups.
yahoo.com/group/finstock; or write to us at 63 
High Street, Finstock Oxon OX7 3DA.
Plan ahead – Know the deadlines
Issue Deadline
Feb/Mar First of January
April/May First of March
June/July First of May
August/September First of July
October/November First of September
December/January First of November
Please keep articles short . As space is limited, the 
Editors reserve the right to shorten long pieces in the 
interest of balance . Finstock News does not necessarily 
share the views expressed in readers’ letters .

NICOLA MORGAN 
DC FMCA

Registered Chiropractor – 
McTimoney Technique

Kimber Cottage, Woodstock Rd,
Charlbury OX7 3ET

Tel: 07968-381335
I have nearly 35 years’ experience in 
this gentle, effective manipulative 
therapy, which is suitable for many 
conditions and ages.

See www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk

I am registered with most major  
health insurance companies.

Registered with the  
General Chiropractic Council.

FIREWOOD
Quality Seasoned Hardwood Logs

Softwood also available

Kindling & Stacking Service

Order Online: 
www.jagtimber.co.uk

Tel: 01993 868001 

FIREWOOD
Quality Seasoned Hardwood Logs

Softwood also available
Kindling & Stacking Service

Order Online: www.jagtimber.co.uk
Tel: 01993 868001 

Ernest Claridge
Queens Own Oxfordshire Hussars 

killed in action March 22nd 1918 aged 
23 years

Ernest was the middle child of three 
brothers from a Finstock family who 
fought for ‘King and Country’ in the 
1914 -18 war . Whilst a boy growing 
up in Finstock, the family had lived in 
several different locations in the village, 
including the last house down Wards 
Lane – now occupied by the Miller 
family, and the game-keepers house 
on Finstock Heath, which was then two 
cottages when war broke out . 

As with many other young men, he 
had previously joined the territorials (a 
source of much needed extra income) 
meaning when war was declared they 
were the first to be ‘called up’ . The 
Kaiser called them ‘The contemptable 
little army’ .

Possibly because he had been 
working on a farm and was used to 
horses, he was drafted into the country’s 
mounted regiment, the Queens Own 
Oxfordshire Hussars, and after a short 
period of intensive training was very 
quickly sent abroad . One of the battles 
the regiment were soon involved in 
was the battle of Mons, where those 
involved qualified for a medal known as 
the Mons Star . Other battles followed 
and as the conflict went on Ernest 
became a very experienced and battle-
hardened soldier .

Sadly, it was not to last . The excerpt 
from the Regimental Diary describes 
what happened during the battle of St 
Quentin in March 1918 .

“22.03.1918
2.30am Private Bayliss killed, Sergeant 
Drake, Private Claridge badly 
wounded.
2.35am Order regiment along trench 
to Corporal Page; fail to take Private 
Claridge owing to him being too 
heavy to carry.
4.00am Find Battalion HQ, arrive 
with ‘C’ Company and 25 other 
ranks.  Am told it is impossible to try 
to bring in either Sergeant Drake or 
Private Claridge”

The bodies of Ernest and his 
colleagues have never been found and 
to quote Rupert Brooke, lie ‘In some 
corner of a foreign field that is for ever 
England’, along with many, many more 
very brave men who died in similar 
circumstances .

He was 23 years old and is 
commemorated on the Ponzieres 
Memorial Panel No 6 .

Jim Claridge

Editors note: The next issue of the 
Finstock News will report on Ernest’s 
two brothers who also served in the 
1914-1918 war .

Neighbourhood 
Watch info

We can help secure your home 
this Autumn . Did you know? You can 
purchase all ERA smartware products 
and some additional security devices 
such as cylinders and padlocks direct 
from Response Electronics online 
shop? The new website has a full range 
of alarms, doorbells, intercoms and 
Lightwave connected home items for 
any home . The website also has some 
easy comparisons guides, blog articles 
and for help a handy knowledge base 
too . 

tinyurl .com/ybqmk5y6 
View assistance devices: 
www .responseelectronics .com



5

•	 Over	25	years’	qualified	experience	in	dealing	with	accountancy	
&	taxation	affairs	of	small	&	medium	sized	businesses

•	 Business	start-ups,	limited	companies,	sole	traders,	partnerships,	
VAT,	full	payroll	service,	including	pension	auto-enrolment

•	 Self-assessment	tax	returns

•	 Free	initial	consultation

www.mark-anderson.co.uk

The Codfather Fish & Chip van
is opposite Finstock Village Hall
every Saturday from 4 to 8pm

Thank you for your  
continued support

The Codfather van is in Charlbury
at Spendlove every Sunday 4 - 9pm

The Codfather Shop in Witney’s
Thorney Leys provides gluten free 

fish and chips every Thursday

Exciting News
At the National Annual Plastics Industry Awards held at The Hilton Hotel in 

London in October, Viv Wightman’s Company, set up by husband Bev in 1962 
and now run by son Paul, won the National Award for Best Technology . 

We use a hybrid of metal additive and CNC machining simultaneously to 
produce Mould Tools . This development is a UK First, and I am very proud of 
this fact .

Viv Wightman

A Lovely Easy Walk for Boxing Day  
(0.75 to 1 hour)

I could walk this route with my eyes closed – but then I would miss the views! 
Take the footpath that goes up behind The Plough, through the fenced bit, 

then out into the big field; turn left and head up and across the ploughed field 
towards Wilcote, go through the Longcut – as I have said before, this is the original 
boundary between Chipping Norton and Witney – and come out to the fabulous 
views . Follow the footpath down until you come to the footpath- crossroads 
at the bottom, turn left and follow this up and round to where all the lovely 
barns used to be, pass this empty space and on – do not deviate into the woods 
but pass on and along by Wilcote Manor gardens and tennis court . As you get 
towards the recently updated house on your right, looking totally gorgeous, the 
path divides, take the left-hand fork, which then passes into, and through some 
trees, follow this  – you will still see the house on your right, carry on – not very 
far, and you will come to a somewhat dodgy bridge over a small stream . Cross 
over and through a gate into a big field . Turn left here and follow the path down, 
then through a small plantation and across the bottom of the field to a style-gate, 
and you are out onto the road near Hunts Copse . Then it is a very pleasant walk 
back along the road to Finstock – it’s a lovely quiet road, but keep your eyes and 
ears open! Enjoy the views over the hedges on your right as they are fantastic! 

OR , you can cross over the road and go through into Hunts Copse, then 
follow the path down and round, and round and up into Dark Lane and out 
opposite The Plough .

Viv Wightman

MR Anderson FCA • B Com
mark anderson is the trading name of Mark Anderson Limited,  

a company registered in England and Wales, company no. 6928161

68 crawley road • witney • oxon ox28 1hu

tel: 01993 705580

email: manderson@mark-anderson.co.uk

mark
anderson

chartered accountant
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COUNTRYSIDE CONSERVATION
Every day is a good day because we are part of everything alive. 

Wilma Mankiller (native American Indian)

People’s manifesto 
for wildlife

Replanting hedgerows, including 
birdboxes on all new-build homes, 
rewilding uplands and an end to seal 
culling: these are among demands of 
the People’s Manifesto for Wildlife, 
a new initiative aimed at halting the 
drastic decline in British wildlife .  The 
manifesto has been drawn up by 
the naturalist and broadcaster Chris 
Packham, with the aid of 17 independent 
experts and scientists . They warned 
that people are sleepwalking into 
an “ecological apocalypse”, but said 
everyone could take practical steps 
themselves, and campaign for broader 
measures that could yet avert the 
wholesale destruction of species and 
habitats . (Wild Oxfordshire)

Bigger wheelie bins 
for keen recyclers 

Residents wanting to recycle more 
can now swap to a larger recycling 
wheelie bin offering 50% more capacity 
for free . Recycling materials collected 
in the blue-lidded wheelie bins are 
cardboard, paper, foil, cartons, aerosols, 
food tins, drink cans, plastic bottles, 
tubs and trays .

To order a bigger recycling bin or 
any additional recycling container, call 
861000 or email enquiries@westoxon .
gov .uk . 

Know your plastics 
Plastics that can be recycled include 

pots, food trays and bottles, most of 
which are in everyday use in the kitchen 
and bathroom . But about 18 per cent of 
what is collected in the Council’s blue-
lidded recycling bins is non-recyclable 
with one of the most common incorrect 
items being flimsy plastics such as 
carrier bags and cling-film . To access 
the guide see www .westoxon .gov .uk/
plastics .   

Coffee cups
For the UK, 10,000 trees are cut 

down each year to make disposable 
coffee cups and most of them are not 
recycled . That is seven million coffee 
cups per day in the UK . Buy a reusable 
cup . Try a folding called Stojo .

Wychwood volunteering 
- conservation 
work-parties 

Volunteering with the Wychwood 
Project is a great way to pick up 
skills, make friends and feel part of 
an enthusiastic team . No experience 
is necessary for any of the tasks 
(instruction is part of the day) but you 
must wear appropriate clothing for 
outdoor work including stout boots and 
gloves; tools are provided but you can 
bring your own (hand tools only); most 
activities take place with ‘behind the 
hedge’ loo facilities only! Activities run 
from 9 .30am to 3pm unless otherwise 
stated but you don’t need to stay for the 
whole session if you don’t have time or 
energy! The listing will say if booking is 
required .  

Further information and updates 
from www .wychwoodproject .org and 
our Facebook page .

Girl Guiding 
meeting times

All sections meet on Wednesdays
Rainbows - for girls aged between 

5 and 7 years . This group meets from 
4 .45pm until 5 .45pm . Contact for 
Rainbows is Amy Fox; 07495 064634

Brownies - this group is for girls aged 
between 7 and 10 years and meets 
from 6pm until 7 .30pm . Contact for 
Brownies is Amy Fox; 07495 064634

Guides - for girls aged between 10 
and 14 years . This group meets from 
6pm until 7 .30pm . Contact for Guides 
is Karen Williams – phoenixlights@
hotmail .com; 07809 724065

Scott-under-Wychwood 
anyone? 

Hipping Norton? 
Awler, or even Instock?

These thoughts are prompted by the 
sign for a new village seen the other day .

drivel@highlands

It is the 
Grand Canyon’s 
100th birthday 

in 2019!
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We are going 
from strength to 

strength
Brand new classes and a great new timetable

there is no requirement to commit 
to a long term contract

We are open as follows:–

•	6.30am to 9.30pm, during the week and

•	7.30am to 7.30pm at the weekend.

full membership is available 
from just £31 per month!

(figure based on full dual membership)

For more details email
c.parsons@eynshamhall.com

or call 01993 885 207

WWW.eynshamhall.com

 BLINDS AND CURTAINS  

                    Made  to Measure   

    

C S D  Y 
 H  

      

www.windowdesign.co 

CALL US FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 
 

01993 870606 

 Woodstock Dental Practice 

 
Mr Michael Habisreutinger 
Miss Fiona Murphy 
Dr Alison Lockyer  

   

 Situated adjacent to Woodstock town  
car park 

 Long-established dental practice 

 State-of-the-art modern cosmetic dentistry 

 Flexible payment options 

 
 Crowns, veneers, bridges and dentures  

 Implants 

 Tooth straightening and whitening 
 
 

 

17 Union Street, Woodstock, Oxon OX20 1JF 
01993 812617  

www.woodstock-dental.co.uk  
info@woodstock-dental.co.uk 

 

District Councillor
Brexit has saturated the political 

landscape and I am sure many of 
you feel pretty sick and fed up with 
the continual debate but worse still 
the uncertainty and bad feeling that 
have come out of it amongst our 
communities and families across the 
district .

As a democracy, whatever side of 
the fence you are on (if indeed you 
are) passions run high and I believe we 
owe to each other to show respect and 
dignity in expressing our differences .

One thing for sure whatever the 
outcome we are going to have to pull 
together . In my opinion, although I am a 
passionate advocate of staying in the EU 
despite some of the pitfalls, I genuinely 
believe the people having decided by 
referendum should now vote on the 
final deal . We know so much more 
than we did over 2 years ago . In the end 
the complexity of leaving is far more 
than anyone expected as it impacts 
on peoples’ lives and livelihood . 
Admittedly, some people won’t be 
affected directly at all but let us think 
of others that will be affected .

Sorry, if you think this space should 
not be taken up with this article but as 
your councillor, I represent you all and 
have and will always put you first in all 
local matters . I raise it now because of 
the impact it will have on local services 
and that will affect our village .

We wait  to see .  In the end 
compromise may well be the best way 
forward .

At this festive time, I wish you all 
seasons’ greetings and festive times. 
May 2019 bring us peace and above 
all goodwill!

Cllr. Andy Graham

News from the Parish Council
Work on alleviating the flood damage has been progressed with the support of 

WODC and the Cornbury Estate . We will review this at our next meeting and will 
report further progress . So far gripes have been dug and pipe repairs are planned 
which will necessitate minor road closures when repairs are being undertaken .

The PC is now responsible for the Churchyard and Burial Ground . Extensive 
work has been carried out on grass maintenance, necessary tree surgery and 
further work is ongoing in tidying boundary hedges . A Risk Assessment strategy 
has been developed, to be ratified by the full Council at our November meeting . 
This involves a 5-year full review undertaken by a specialised architectural firm, a 
completed desk research project undertaken by a firm of cemetery professionals 
into any risks to the water table and surrounding environment and an annual 
visitation by two Parish Councillors resulting in a formal report .

Advice from outside bodies has endorsed this programme as sufficient in 
meeting our legal responsibilities . There is an extra cost to the PC in these added 
responsibilities that will be budgeted for in next year’s spending plans and those 
incurred this year have been met from reserves .

Hywel Davies for the Parish Council

Dog mess on 
playing field

Teachers are finding more and more 
that there is poo everywhere and we 
are sometimes cleaning up four or five 
piles of dog mess most days before 
we can let the children use it for PE or 
playtime .  It is an offence for owners/
persons in charge of dogs not to clean 
up their mess . It really is not our job to 
clear up mess from irresponsible dog 
owners, but the main concern is for 
the children .
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Andrew A. Adams
FCCA

Chartered Certified
Accountant

Quality personal service for your
Accounting, Taxation and

Business needs

Competitive fees agreed in advance
Free initial meeting

Telephone: 07790 854574
 01993 891280

 aaadams@talktalk .net

KINGS  
CLEANING SERVICES 
AND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

 
Cleaning - Windows - Gutters 

Fascia’s - UPVC - Office cleaning 
Conservatories, inc. Roofs 

 
Installation & Repairs to 

Windows - Fascia’s - Gutters 
New Conservatories 

Carpentry - De-mossing Roofs 
Plus wide range general repairs

 
Fully Insured

Ring 01993 882727 
or 07974 991269

Friends of Finstock School (FoFS)
September saw our Cornbury Classic Run event . It was 

pouring with rain, and brave competitors and helpers alike 
gathered on the Cornbury Park Estate for the event . There 
were Finstock and Leafield families and also runners from 
further afield, competing over 5km or 1km for children . This 
event was organised jointly with Leafield School, which was 
a first for us, and it was nice to have this opportunity to run a 
larger event by combining our resources . There were medals 
for all winners and trophies for the top places .

School and Church Christmas Fayre
Saturday December 8th from 2pm in the Village Hall
Come along to meet Father Christmas and visit our exciting new stalls, with 

musical performances from the School Choir and Witney Junior Brass Band .
Dawn Simpkins

On behalf of FoFS

Finstock Baby and Toddler Group 
Christmas festivities!

Over the last half term we have welcomed some new people to the group and 
continue to have a great turn out every week .  We have been making the most 
of the autumn so far with some seasonal crafts including making conker snails, 
leaf painting and of course a Halloween Party with both little ones and adults 
taking the opportunity to dress up and have a little feast!

In November we focused on Bonfire night and Road Safety Week before 
starting the Christmas countdown this December! We have also enjoyed a Music 
Time session, which was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended . We hope to 
book in more of these events; watch this space!

We’ll be running every week until Wednesday December 19th, which will 
be our Christmas Party! We’ll put more details on our Facebook page - please 
look us up on there! We’ll return back after the holidays on Wednesday January 
9th 2019 .

We meet every Wednesday in term-time from 10 - 11 .30am; we provide a 
variety of activities/arts and crafts plus offer plenty of toys for all ages including 
baby toys and mats, ride on toys, role play and dressing up, sensory table, vehicles, 
building blocks, books and tents! It’s only £2 per family, which includes a snack 
for the little ones plus hot/cold drinks and cake for the adults!  See you there!  

Thank you, Helen Fallows

News from the Village 
Shop and Post Office
Let me start by thanking everybody 

for their patience in the past few 
months when the post office timings 
have been a little erratic due to my 
partner’s hospital appointments . By the 
time you read this I’m hoping all is on 
the mend and back to normal! 

The shop has had a bit of a rough 
year and the takings have not been very 
high so please do remember us and 
come on down to see what we have 
in stock . Everything is kept at prices 
comparable to the supermarkets .

Christmas is upon us and don’t forget 
Santa’s letterbox is in the shop for the 
children’s letters to him . Last posting 
date is Friday 14th December to receive 
a letter back from Santa .

Opening times over the Christmas 
period are:

Monday December 23rd 
8am - 12 .30pm

Christmas Day - Tuesday Jan 1st 
included - Closed

Wednesday January 2nd  
normal hours

The decision to close over the period 
between Christmas and New Year has 
been taken due to the exceptionally 
low takings over the past two years 
when it has actually cost money to keep 
the shop open .

I would like to say a huge thank you 
to all our volunteers who keep our shop 
going and also to our supporters from 
the local villages . 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!

Karen Williams

90th birthday of 
Mickey Mouse’s first 
animated short film 
– Steamboat Willie.
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PJR 
Plumbing & Heating 
Installation, service, repair 

Gas safety certificates 

 
Tel:  01993 881069 
Mob:  07515 733398 
email:  rj_pimm@hotmail.com 

Tel: 0845 458 2980 
Mobile: 07976 261850 

Email: tctrees@btinternet.com 
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery company with 
the integrity you can trust.

County Councillor report
As you will undoubtedly have noticed, Oxfordshire Highways has 

been quite busy around the area recently . Our roads have been patched 
and work has been done to clear drains and manage our verges . All 
this is coming about thanks to the £10 million of extra money that the 
Cabinet has allocated to roads this year . From next year on we will 
see other major improvements as the £120 million borrowing comes 
into effect . A few weeks ago I was invited to attend an event at the 
Highways Department where we were shown a new machine, the 
Multi-Hog, which will make it easier for roads to be resurfaced and 
patched . The Multi-Hog is the successor to the Dragon Patcher . The 
Dragon Patcher is really only useable on roads where there are no 
houses or parked cars, but the Multi-Hog can be used in towns and 
villages as it throws up less debris . 

The County Council has recently undergone some significant 
changes, with the merging of the County and Cherwell District Council . 
Cherwell was previously in a partnership with South Northamptonshire, 
but as you may have read, Northamptonshire has had some major 
financial difficulties and has been turned into two unitary authorities . 
Cherwell was no longer able to function on its own financially, hence the 
merger . This offers some interesting opportunities for the two councils 
to work more cooperatively, which hopefully will improve services to 
local residents . I am on a working group that will be monitoring this .

At the same time, Oxfordshire is mounting a digital strategy that 
aims to improve access to services . The County currently has over 900 
different phone numbers! The aim is to reduce that number to make it 
easier for people to get to the department they need, and to provide 
more information online . However, we must ensure that in doing this 
we do not make is harder for people who don’t have a computer . 
Recently a local resident contacted me to say that the library service 
will soon be stopping notification by letter to borrowers and will only 
communicate by email in future . That could disadvantage a lot of older 
people and anyone who does not have a computer at home, so I am 
working to make sure that doesn’t happen .

I would like to wish everyone in Finstock and Fawler a very Happy 
Christmas and a prosperous New Year, and to thank you all for your 
ongoing support.

Liz Leffman

Finstock Ale 2019

Too many of you told us you didn’t come to 
The Finstock Ale in 2018 because you’d already 
booked holidays . Before you make your choice 
of Margate, Marbella or the Maldives for 2019, 
you can now block your calendar to make sure 
you don’t miss the best little beer festival in 
Oxfordshire . Our wonderful Race Night will take 
place on Friday September 6th 2019, and the 
main Festival, with an enticing range of beers, 
gins, food and your favourite music will be on 
Saturday September 7th . Whether you prefer 
traditional copper bitters, golden ales, or a hop 
extravaganza, we won’t let you down .

We’ll offer you another chance to try our 2018 
winner, Kokomo Weekday from Good Chemistry 
Brewing . Recently, some of the Finstock Ale 
team paid a visit to their Bristol brewery to 
commemorate their victory . Pictured below is the 
presentation of the winner’s certificate by Rod 
Ireland to Kelly and Bob, the Good Chemistry 
brewers . Also pictured is Keith Rigley, from Beer 
on Tap magazine, and Rupert Welply and Mike 
Simpkins from the team, enjoying beers from 
the bar .

Rod Ireland
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Personal 24 hour service

PETER SMITH & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS LTD____ ____

www.petersmithandson.co.uk

 1993       

All types of memorial work
including restoration & renovation

Independent Funeral Directors with family values

Funeral Planner of the Year 2018
Regional Winner

Pre-paid funeral plans

13  Burwell Drive, Witney
Oxon, OX X  LP

West Oxon 
Handyman & Home  
Improvement Services

Electrical / Plumbing / Flooring / 
Decorating / Tiling / Woodwork

Flat pack furniture / Bathroom & 
kitchen installation

Quality finish Fully insured

No job too small All jobs considered

For a free quote call 01993-
868725 or 07717-878323

Email: nathan_randell@hotmail.com

CroCkford Builders
35 School Rd, Finstock, 

Oxon OX7 3DN

EST 1973
New builds, Extensions, 

Renovations,
Dry or mortar stone walling,

Groundwork, Hard landscaping,
Natural stone slate specialists,

Re-roofing,
General Maintenance.

All building work undertaken 
Domestic & Commercial

Call William on
01993 868617 OR 07817248329

Robert Courts MP
This year’s Remembrance Day marked One Hundred Years since the end 

of the First World War, when so many gave their lives to protect our freedom . 
In this Centenary Year, it was heart-warming to see the many events that took 
place across West Oxfordshire – and across the country – as our nation came 
together to commemorate this sacrifice and every sacrifice that has been made 
in the many conflicts since .  

As we remember them, it is important that we don’t forget those who have 
served much more recently and those who serve today . Issues such as veterans’ 
mental health, quality of Service accommodation, and support for Service families 
have recently come to the fore in the media and rightly so; raising awareness is 
the first step to bringing about an enduring change and help to those who need it .  

But we have also seen recently the spectacle of repeated historic allegations against our veterans . I am clear that this 
is something we must stop, so I was very pleased to put my name to a letter with 150 colleagues, delivered to the Prime 
Minister, on this very point .  Repeated historic allegations have an untold impact on veterans’ lives, and our veterans should 
know that they will not be pursued in old age, nor be the subject of repeated prosecutions over events that occurred many 
years ago and have already been investigated .  We must do our duty for those who have done their duty for us – and we 
must defend those who have defended us .

As we fast approach the holiday season, I want to take this opportunity to wish you, your friends and family a fantastic 
Christmas and New Year.  Do look out for others in your community in the coming months, and please don’t hesitate to 
contact me at robert@robertcourts .co .uk if there is ever anything I can do to help .

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Funeral directors Peter Smith & 
Son based in Witney (and advertisers 
in the Finstock News) has received 
a Silver award at this year’s Funeral 
Planner of the Year Awards run by 
funeral plan provider Golden Charter, 
which celebrates independent funeral 
directors . In addition to the Funeral 
Planner of the Year accolade, the 
Woodland Trust has dedicated trees 
on behalf of Peter Smith and Son, 
which will be planted at Stratfield Brake 
near Kidlington in recognition of the 
company’s achievement .

ChOC Film
Sunday December 16th at 3pm 

the Family Matinee at Christmas is 
Paddington 2, a film for the whole 
family to enjoy together . As always, 
there will be complimentary popcorn 
for children and mince pies for adults . 
Memorial Hall, Charlbury (doors and 
licensed bar from 2 .15pm) Admission: 
Family Ticket (two adults and one or 
two children) £12; Adults, £5; U15s, £3 .

The Planets by Gustav Holst was first 
performed in 2018 . This is the 100th 
anniversary of that private performance . 
The first public performance with the 
London Symphony Orchestra was in 
November of 1920 at Queen Hall .

Recycle for Oxfordshire
www .recycleforoxfordshire .org .uk/

cms - Information on: Reduce, re-use 
and recycling . Reduce your use of 
single-use plastics, from using reusable 
coffee cups and water bottles to buying 
groceries which are not covered with 
unnecessary packaging .

 Jingle bells, jingle bells!  
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PELLMANS
Your Local Solicitors

•	 Business and Employment Law                                
Contracts, Legal Compliance and  
Disputes    

•	 Property                                                                      
Buying and Selling Homes,   
Commercial and Agricultural

•	 Wills, Probate and Trusts
Tax Planning and Lasting Powers 
of Attorney

01865 884400
www.pellmans.co.uk

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Witney, 
OX29 4TB
Home visits and evening appointments 
available

 
 

AIRPORT TRANSFERS- 
WITNEY SHUTTLE 

 

 

WE PROVIDE DIRECT 
TRANSFERS FROM 

FINSTOCK TO HEATHROW 
(& other airports/cruise 

terminals etc).  
 

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL, 
FRIENDLY & EXTREMELY 

RELIABLE. 
 

 Please call or email for prices. 
 

INFO@WITNEYSHUTTLE.COM 
01993 705993 

FREEPHONE: 0800 043 4633  
 

You cannot think yourself 
into right living. 

You live yourself into 
right thinking.

Native American Elders 
(Gloria Steinem’s book 
My Life on the Road)

The Soldiers of Oxfordshire 
Museum (SOFO) in Woodstock is 
appealing for Oxfordshire memories 
and objects from about 1930 through 
the Second World War to the 1970s . 
The new exhibit will link the home 
front and domestic experience more 
closely with the county’s military history 
and tell the stories of the women and 
children living in close proximity to the 
various military bases and locations that 
feature so heavily in the area’s history . 

SOFO Museum would be delighted 
to hear from anyone that could help 
with this appeal by donating their own 
objects, photos and stories . Please 
contact SOFO at: oxfordshirehome@
sofo .org .uk . Alternatively, stories and 
images can be uploaded to the SOFO 
website directly by going to: www .sofo .
org .uk/storiesofconflictcounty . 

Support for older drivers
Thames Valley Police are offering 

information to help older drivers . The 
Older Drivers Forum is about keeping 
mature motorists on the road safely for 
longer and providing guidance to those 
when it is time to retire from driving 
and what alternatives are available . Two 
events are planned in Oxfordshire . Visit 
this link: tinyurl .com/y9ftdrug . Visit:

Olderdriversforum .com for the 
forum .

Improving the new 
NHS website 

NHS England and NHS Digital have 
been improving nhs .uk, the UK’s largest 
health website as part of their ambition 
to empower people to manage their 
healthcare . Changes include more 
accessible content, better mobile 
device experience, new content for 
helping people to manage long-term 
conditions, and improved page design .

As part of these improvements, users 
will no longer see the NHS Choices logo 
on the site . The URL remains the same, 
www .nhs .uk . Organisations are asked 
to replace existing references to ‘NHS 
Choices’ to ‘the NHS website’ when 
reasonably possible and cost effective . 

Guidance to help NHS organisations 
reference the NHS website correctly has 
been created . It includes downloadable 
graphics to replace the NHS Choices 
logo .

Discharge fact sheet
Age UK Oxfordshire has produced a 

new fact sheet on what happens when 
a patient is discharged from hospital . 
It contains lots of useful information 
about what to expect, and practical 
information on aspects such as how to 
get home, what support is available, and 
who will be involved . You can read it at 
this link: tinyurl .com/ybpktv43 

(Healthwatch Oxfordshire)

Free advice from Which?
Which? Elderly Care is a free website 

offering practical, impartial information 
and advice about arranging care in 
the UK . The information on the site is 
aimed at relatives and friends of people 
in need of care advice but it can also be 
used by people arranging care for them . 
For more details visit www .which .co .uk/
elderly-care 

Review a health 
or care service

H ea l t hwa t c h  O x fo r d s h i r e ’s 
Feedback Centre allows you to leave 
reviews of health and social care 
services in the county . Share your 
experience, good or bad . Visit this link: 
healthwatchoxfordshire .co .uk/services

Download the 
Health App 

Health and Care Oxfordshire 
provides advice on when it might be 
best to visit a pharmacist or a GP, when 
to call NHS 111, or if self-care at home 
might be more appropriate . It highlights 
the type of injuries or illnesses seen at 
minor injuries units and first aid units 
in Oxfordshire . You can locate your 
nearest health service via interactive 
maps . To download the app for iPhone 
click here: tinyurl .com/o8r6p6m and 
for Androids click here: tinyurl .com/
phxl6op .  

Healthwatch Oxfordshire 
Your voice on health and social care
We are the county’s health and 

social care watchdog . We collect your 
opinions and experiences and inform 
and influence those who run your 
health and social care services .

healthwatchoxfordshire .co .uk   

I'm dreaming of a white 
Christmas, just like the ones I used 
to know, where the tree tops glisten 
and children listen to hear sleigh 

bells in the snow.
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BEST EVER LEMAX
 AND CHRISTMAS

DEPARTMENT!

Please note, the café and soft play barn will be open from the start of the day and stop serving 30 minutes before the garden centre closes. †Includes browsing and shopping up time.

Witney Road, Ramsden, Oxon. OX7 3AS

Open Mon-Sat 9am-5:30pm    Sun 10am-5pm† 

(On the B4022, between Charlbury and Witney)

Tel: 01993 868403

Hilltop YOU’LL FIND USON THE WITNEY ROAD BETWEEN CHARLBURY & WITNEY.

Santa’s Grotto*

Children can come along to our magical
grotto and meet Santa; if they’ve been
good all year, they will receive a
certificate from Santa!

WEEKENDS from 11am-3pm
1st & 2nd December, 8th & 9th December

15th & 16th December, 22nd & 23rd December
plus 24th December 11am-1pm

Breakfast with Santa**
24th & 25th November, 1st & 2nd December
8th & 9th December, 15th & 16th December
22nd & 23rd December and 24th December

9am-10:30am

JUST £9.99 PER CHILD/ADULT TICKET

Enjoy breakfast, fun and games with Santa and his
elf and every child will receive a gift.

Booking is advisable as spaces are limited. See in-store or online.

Festive Lunch & Afternoon Tea
Enjoy a delicious Festive Lunch or Afternoon Tea with friends from
Monday 26th November. Festive Lunch served daily, 12 noon-3pm until Friday 21st December
Festive Afternoon Tea served daily, from 2:30pm until Sunday 23rd December.

Booking is advisable. See in-store or online for more details.

FantasticBritish grownChristmas Treeswill be availablein-store fromSaturday1st December

Inspirational Festive
Home & Gift Ideas

       Fantastic Lemax buildings,
    amazing decorations, life-like trees,
  fabulous festive foods & gifts that
everyone will love.

Extensive range of quality plants, great
seasonal colour, pots and gardening products!
Keeping up-to-date with what’s happening & 1000s
of great products including Christmas, is only a click
away at GARDENSTOREONLINE.CO.UK

**Please note, children must be 
accompanied by an adult at all 
times. All information correct at 
time of going to print. We advise 
to book early for Breakfast with 
Santa as spaces are limited.

*Whilst our grotto is FREE,
donations to our chosen charities 
are gratefully received. Please note, 
children must be accompanied at 
all times.

FREE

CHRISTMASat 
Hilltop Garden Store

FREE

Bonsai 
I was given a free entry pass to the Chelsea Flower Show when a student in 

London . Intrigued by a stand of ancient miniature trees with wind swept and 
twisted gnarled trunks growing in small shallow pots, I bought my first bonsai 
for about £3; now it has grown bigger, but still only about 14” high and is over 
70years old . 

The earliest references to any trees grown in pots are from the early Egyptian 
era . Pictures of these “bonsai” trees exist dating from around 4000 BC . In China 
the first written references to the art of miniature landscapes were made during 
the Tang Dynasty in around 700AD . The art must have been practised for many 
centuries before this, as there had been earlier legends about people who had 
the power to shrink down landscapes into miniature size .

The earliest known picture of a bonsai tree in Japan dates from 1309AD 
although it is known that they had been brought over from China as souvenirs 
since at least 600AD .

In Japan the focus became less on landscapes and more on individual trees in 
pots . This is thought to be in part due to the principles of Zen Buddhism which 
emphasised “beauty in severe austerity” with a focus on highly manicured, 
precisely shaped, individual trees in pots, which is how most people would view 
bonsai today . In the 17th and 18th centuries, the art was extremely popular 
especially among the elite in Japan . It played a part in daily life and often a small 
area of the house was dedicated to the display of bonsai .

It’s only relatively recently that the western world became aware of, and began 
to create bonsai .  In 1806 a potted dwarf tree from China was presented to 
Queen Charlotte (wife of King George III) for inspection . World-wide exhibitions 
began to feature bonsai, such as the Paris World Exhibition of 1900 and a London 
Exhibition in 1909 .

The art of bonsai growing involves learning about branch and root pruning, 
branch shaping, leaf size reduction and creation of dead wood . The aim is to 
produce a balanced healthy tree by the pinching of buds at the right time . Each 
tree produces its own delicate aroma making it one of the most relaxing art 
forms . Bonsai gives you a deep understanding of how trees grow and how healthy 
trees need certain mycorrhizal fungi to aid healthy growth . In the autumn small 
mushrooms appear in soil around the tree . Junipers, larches, elms and hornbeams 
are easier because their smaller leaf size, but even the Horse chestnut leaf can be 
reduced to the size of a 50p, with patience . So if you want a relaxing challenge---?

Happy Christmas and a new relaxing gardening year, Robert

Lovely short piece 
of Advice

Give strength, give thought, give 
deeds, give wealth,

Give love, give tears, and give thyself,
Give, give, be always giving,
Who gives not is not living .
The more you give, the more you 

live .
VW

Think of the bees as you 
buy bulbs for next year
Roselle Chapman, Community 

Ecologist
Gardens and bee-friendly flowering 

garden plants play a crucial role in 
supporting bees and other pollinating 
insects by providing a vital food source 
and habitat . Early flowering spring 
bulbs are a fantastic nectar and pollen 
resource for bees and other pollinators . 
Not only do newly emerged queen 
bees need sugar-rich nectar to give 
them energy to fly, but they also 
need protein-rich pollen to feed their 
emerging larvae . Even if you have a 
small patio then you could still do your 
bit for bees by packing in containers 
full of bulbs . Early flowering bulbs 
(and corms) that are popular with 
foraging bees include: Snowdrop, 
Crocus, Cyclamen, Narcissus, Hyacinth, 
Bluebell, Iris, Muscari, Siberian squill 
and Wood Anemone .

(Wild Oxfordshire)

Emily Bronte 200th 
anniversary.


