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T he Finstock News welcomes Lesley Dore to our Editorial Committee. She will be in charge of Distribution. We thank Barbara 
Wells on her retirement, for her invaluable contribution to the newsletter as our Distribution lady for so many years; not 
to mention her valuable continuing assistances behind the scenes. Thank you Barbara!

This issue of the newsletter is filled with the excitement of the holiday season and the best wishes from all who contribute 
to the newsletter. India Thompson’s story on page 8 will give you a few thrills as well as pride in this Finstock girl. Our 
elected officials bring us the latest information and we have reports from all those who utilise the Village Hall, including an 
annual report from the Village Hall Trustees. To close Robert Bigwood introduces us to the wonderful world of fritillaries.

The Finstock News Editorial Committee wishes everyone a very happy and peaceful holiday season.

Finstock Annual Arts & Crafts Fayre 2017
Those who attended this year’s 

Fayre will agree that the selection 
and quality of goods on display was 
outstanding. From our brilliant regular 
Finstock crafters to the many who had 
never ever visited the village, we send 
our thanks for helping to make this 
year’s event such a success. We also 
welcomed their comments on our great 

venue and the friendliness and warmth 
of other stallholders and organisers 
alike. We at the craft club, as always, 
will take away lessons learned and will 
build on this success for future events.

I also must thank all the members of 
Finstock Craft Club for their contribution 
to the setting up, clearing away and for 
all the wonderful cakes that were made 
and appreciated with the many cups of 
tea and coffee served on the day. They 
all carried out their duties with a smile 
and warmth which was noted by both 
attendees and stallholders. Thank you!

The hall fell silent when the two 
minutes silence was respectfully 
adhered to at 11am on this special day. 

Thanks to all contributors of prizes for 
the tombola which were also gratefully 
received from both stallholders, club 
members and others from the wider 
area, raising nearly £60 for the British 
Legion.

And finally, to all the advertisers, too 
many to mention, thank you! Hope we 
can do it all again next year!

Rosa Charlesworth
On Behalf of Finstock Craft Club

Rememberance Sunday
The annual Remembrance Service 

was held at the Finstock and Fawler 
War Memorial in November. The Rev 
Paul Mansell and Rev Sarah Jones 
conducted the service with Len Nicholls 
officiating. Wreaths were laid for 
the Royal British Legion by Steve 
Maclennan, for the Finstock Parish 
Council by Hywel Davies, for the 
Falkland Island Association by Mr and 
Mrs Frank Schofiled and for the children 
of the village by the Girl Guides and 
Brownies.

Nobel Peace Prize
The International Campaign to 

Abolish Nuclear Weapons won the 
Nobel Peace Prize in recognition of 
its efforts to avoid nuclear conflict at 
a time when it seems more likely than 
at any other period in recent memory. 
The Norwegian Nobel Committee 
said that it was honouring the group 
in part because of its support for an 
international Treaty on the Prohibition 
of Nuclear Weapons. The 10-year-old 
grass roots civil society movement 
pushes for nuclear disarmament across 
the world.War Memorial Attendance 2017

Mt.Skippett
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	 0	 .	 VILLAGE EVENTS 	 0	 .

CroCkford Builders
35 School Rd, Finstock, 

Oxon OX7 3DN

EST 1973
New builds, Extensions, 

Renovations,
Dry or mortar stone walling,

Groundwork, Hard landscaping,
Natural stone slate specialists,

Re-roofing,
General Maintenance.

All building work undertaken 
Domestic & Commercial

Call William on
01993 868617 OR 07817248329

December
2nd Ramsden Christmas Market
8th Local History Inquests
9th School and Church Fayre
31st New Year’s Eve Party

January
19th  Local History Explore your 

house history

Ladies, give us 
your support!

Give all your unwanted old bras a 
new lease of life and help raise money 
for breast cancer research. Bring them 
to Joy Murphy at 63 High Street. Against 
Breast Cancer will receive a donation 
based on the weight of bras we collect, 
so every bra counts!

Finstock Local 
History Society

December 8th Inquest - a true 
account of the late William Sutton 
Hunt of Fawler, Farmer, 1878, by Tony 
Cooper and others. For our Christmas 
meeting we present genuine 19th 
century inquests regarding deaths 
in Finstock and Fawler. The original 
evidence will be presented but the 
audience will decide upon the verdict! 
The bar will be open, as inquests were 
typically heard in the Crown Inn.

January 19th 2018 Exploring the 
History of Your House, by Shaun 
Morley and Dave Retter.

This session will examine how to 
explore the history of a particular 
property and its residents, with several 
examples from Finstock. A follow up 
session in late 2018 will assist people 
wanting to know more about their 
specific house and FLHS may be able 
to undertake some research to gather 
information. Interested parties who 
attend this talk may request help with 
their own house history.

All meetings at 8pm on Fridays unless 
otherwise stated, at Finstock Village 
Hall, OX7 3BU. Refreshments available 
from 7.35pm. Entry to single talks £2.50. 
www.facebook.com/FinstockLocal 
HistorySociety/

Email - finstocklocalhistorysociety@
gmail.com

North Leigh 
History Society

December 5th Mischief and 
Mayhem in Oxford, a talk by Richard 
O'Sullivan. With festive refreshments. 
North Leigh does not meet in January. 
We meet at 7.30pm at Turner Hall, 
Church Road, North Leigh OX29 6TX. 
All welcome. Visitors £4, Members 
free. Further details from Diana Power 
882301.

Finstock Church and 
School Christmas Fair

Saturday December 9th  
at 2pm Finstock Village Hall

Once again the church and school 
are joining forces to bring you an 
abundance of Christmas cheer. 
There will be many things on offer to 
sparkle your holidays, including gifts, 
a raffle, wreaths, books (many new 
ones), refreshments and much more. 
We hear that Father Christmas will 
make an appearance. Please come 
and celebrate the season with us.

Ramsden Christmas 
Market

Saturday December 2nd 1pm to 4pm
Lower Farm, Ramsden
The Ramsden Christmas Market is 

the biggest and most magical Christmas 
market in West Oxfordshire with over 
50 stalls under cover selling hand-
made, ethically sourced or local crafts 
and gifts, and locally produced and 
organic food items. There will be 
musical entertainment throughout the 
afternoon; Santa Claus for the children, 
mulled wine for the grown-ups plus 
White Elephant, cakes, teas. Come and 
enjoy. £2 for adults, children under 16 
free. Off-road and accessibility parking 
available. Dog-friendly too!

ChOC Films
Sunday December 17th at 3pm: 

Elf (The Christmas Family Matinee) 
Memorial Hall, Charlbury. Doors and 
bar from 2.15pm. Admission: £5 / 
U15s £3 / Family £12 (2 adults & 1 or 2 
children). Free popcorn and mince pies.

Sunday, January 7th 2018 at 7pm: 

The Martian Memorial Hall, Charlbury. 
Doors & bar from 6.15pm. Admission: 
£5 / U15s £3.

Cards for Good Causes
Cards for Good Causes sell cards for 

many charities. They will be available at 
Barclays Bank, Witney December 9th 
from 10am - 4pm. www.cardsforcharity.
co.uk.

New Year’s Eve Party
Everyone is invited to spend New 

Year’s Eve from 7pm in the Village 
Hall. Karen Williams will provide a 
children’s disco at the start of the 
evening. Admission is £5 per adult, 
under 16s free. The money raised will 
go to Age UK. Bring your own tipple; 
soft drinks will be provided. There will 
be light nibbles available, but people 
are more than welcome to bring more. 
Party poppers will be supplied. There 
will be a raffle.

www.facebook.com/FinstockLocal
mailto:finstocklocalhistorysociety@gmail.com
mailto:finstocklocalhistorysociety@gmail.com
www.cardsforcharity.co.uk
www.cardsforcharity.co.uk
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Finstock Table Tennis Club
Junior sessions:
We said goodbye to Shaun from 

coaching and Beverley from helping 
on the junior sessions from the start of 
the Autumn term as they take a well 
earned change of pastimes - THANK 
YOU very much to you both. You are 
missed. This was a big change, but we 
are lucky to be supported by James 
Pumfrey and Toby Swift (part-time) plus 
other parents chipping in; your help is 
appreciated.

Senior sessions:
We have played our first two inter-

club matches!
The Ramsden TT club visited us for a 

match at the start of October which was 
great fun and hopefully we can repeat 
this in a couple of months.

And we have played another match 
against Shipton-under-Wychwood 
which was very close, but again great 
fun to play against new opposition. 
Hopefully we can make these matches 
a regular event.

The junior sessions are well attended, 
but we would always welcome new 

members as our seniors numbers have 
dipped a little. It would be great to have 
a few more ladies and gents so please 
come and have a go if you've not been 
and would like to give it a try. Either just 
turn up on a Tuesday or contact me: 
mikesimpkins1@gmail.com.

Venue - Finstock Village Hall
6.30pm - 8pm - Juniors meeting 

every Tuesday during term-time only.
8pm - 10pm - Seniors meeting every 

Tuesday during term-time only.
Wishing everyone a merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year.
Mike Simpkins

 Woodstock Dental Practice 

 
Mr Michael Habisreutinger 
Miss Fiona Murphy 
Dr Alison Lockyer  

   

 Situated adjacent to Woodstock town  
car park 

 Long-established dental practice 

 State-of-the-art modern cosmetic dentistry 

 Flexible payment options 

 
 Crowns, veneers, bridges and dentures  

 Implants 

 Tooth straightening and whitening 
 
 

 

17 Union Street, Woodstock, Oxon OX20 1JF 
01993 812617  

www.woodstock-dental.co.uk  
info@woodstock-dental.co.uk 

 

FINSTOCk VILLAGE HALL

MARK BILLINGE
CHIMNEY SWEEP

For a clean and efficient service

 Tel.: 01367-243052

Finstock Dominoes
Enjoy a social game of dominoes 

with a drink from the bar? Then why 
not come down to Finstock Village 
Hall once a month on a Saturday for a 
shuffle or just for the social. Our next 
two evenings are December 9th and 
January 13th. No charge to enter, and 
we normally play doubles with partners 
drawn at random from those present. 
Doors open at 7.30pm and we draw 
partners about 7.45pm. A date for 
your diary - Saturday March 10th is 
a CLOSED singles competition of 32 
players. There will be a £50 first prize 
with second and third prizes. If you 
want an invite, contact Helen Simpson, 
Dave Floyd or Shaun Morley. Play will 
start at 7pm.

Finstock Darts
Did you know Finstock has two darts 

teams? They play on a Wednesday in 
the Village Hall as part of the Eynsham 
League. One team is at home most 
weeks from 8pm. Drop in for a social; 
the bar will be open.

Short-Mat Bowls
Want to learn a sport with a great 

deal of skill, but which anyone can 
play irrespective of age? Then bowls 
could be the game for you. Finstock 
Short-Mat Indoor Bowls meets every 
Monday and Thursday afternoon at 
2pm, all year round. We are a friendly 
group, and we have two mats. New 
players are always made welcome and 
the only equipment you need is a pair 
of flat indoor sport shoes or trainers. We 
have plenty of spare sets of bowls to try. 
There is never a need to spend money 
on any equipment if you do not want 
to. Come and give it a go - just turn up!

Folk
On October 21st Ginnie Redston 

promoted an appearance of two 
bands at the Village Hall -- Two Birds 
One Stone and Buffalo Skinners. 
The two bands were from Sheffield 
and had appeared at the Wilderness 
Festival. Fiddle, guitar, and double 
bass enhanced the vocals to deliver an 
outstanding evening. At the end of the 
night Ginnie donated the profit from 
ticket sales of £344.50 to the Village 
Hall.
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Henry VIII was the first English 
King to enjoy turkey, but it was 
Edward VII who made eating it 

at Christmas fashionable.

 

Finstock  
Craft Club

Craft Club continues to attract new 
members. You can join us too every 
Monday (except Bank Holidays) from 
7.30 to 9.30pm. Some Fridays also 
available (see Finstock Craft Club 
website for further details). A warm 
welcome awaits!

mailto:mikesimpkins1@gmail.com 
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The ediTorial CommiTTee
Lesley Dore 868280 Distribution 
Nicky Higgins 868425 Proofing
Tony Hirtenstein 868600 Proofing
Joy Murphy 868575 Editor

Joy.nick@gmail.com
Ann Sullivan 868597 Advertising
Photographs thanks to staff members and others.
Read the Finstock News online at www.finstock.
org.uk; join the Finstock Yahoo group – groups.
yahoo.com/group/finstock; or write to us at 63 
High Street, Finstock Oxon OX7 3DA.
Plan ahead – Know the deadlines
Issue Deadline
Feb/Mar First of January
April/May First of March
June/July First of May
August/September First of July
October/November First of September
December/January First of November
Please keep articles short. As space is limited, the 
Editors reserve the right to shorten long pieces in the 
interest of balance. Finstock News does not necessarily 
share the views expressed in readers’ letters.

Our Bar is open:
Mon: 6pm – close

Tues – Fri: 12 noon – 3pm & 6pm – close
Sat: 12 noon – close

Sun: 12 noon – 6.00pm

Our kitchen is open:
Tues – Sun

Lunch: 12 noon – 2.00pm
Dinner: 6.30pm – 9.00pm

FREE WIFI

Come and visit us, we’d love to see you.

The Plough Inn 
High Street, Finstock OX7 3BY

 Tel: 01993 868333
www.theplough-inn.co.uk

Plough_ad_90x60mm_Details_2015.indd   1 29/10/2015   15:47

FIREWOOD
Quality Seasoned Hardwood Logs

Softwood also available

Kindling & Stacking Service

Order Online: 
www.jagtimber.co.uk

Tel: 01993 868001 

FIREWOOD
Quality Seasoned Hardwood Logs

Softwood also available
Kindling & Stacking Service

Order Online: www.jagtimber.co.uk
Tel: 01993 868001 

Dear Friends
Firstly, I’d like to say Thank You to all those who kindly gave me cards at 

Christmas. I have always enjoyed the ‘Season of Goodwill’ and have lovely 
memories of past times.

However, this year I have decided instead of sending cards that I shall give a 
donation to charity. I have lost dear family and friends to cancer so that is my 
chosen charity.

It’s a little early yet, but I wish you all well and hope you enjoy the Festive 
Season.

Eileen Dore (Mrs)

Village Survey 2016 - What have we learnt?
The Parish Council distributed 322 surveys within the village of which only 93 

were returned. Based solely on the information provided by returned surveys, 
we have roughly 20 percent of villagers under 24 and about 40 percent over 60 
with the balance of villagers between these age groups.

Involvement in the community showed that of the 92 responses to this question 
that 57 percent use the Shop and 43 percent use the Post Office weekly with 
footpath use at 55 percent. On a weekly basis the Village Hall showed use at 
31 percent and the Adventure playground at 14 percent. Villagers responded 
positively in the majority to the Village Hall as a benefit to the community.

The Parish Council’s position on housing development in Finstock is that 
they should support some housing development of up to ten houses or infilling 
between existing housing. “The allotment field may be a suitable location for the 
small scale development nearest Witney Road (B4022) and should not overlook 
existing housing.” They also note reference to the Finstock Conservation Area 
Character Appraisal and the Cotswold AONB policies on housing development.

There is strong opposition to development on the old allotments with access 
from the High Street; opposition to development on old allotments from Witney 
Road (B4022); and the majority do not want a large scale development of more 
than 25 houses.

The majority view comment: - “A vibrant village with a thriving community 
and positive spirit, set amongst the outstanding landscape of the Evenlode valley.”

Trees for life
We have over 11,000 ’trees for 

life’ at Foxburrow Community Wood, 
Witney. If you would like to help us care 
for them this Christmas and into the 
future, please make a donation today. 
Donate via Just Giving www.justgiving.
com/wychwoodproject/trees. Online 
at www.wychwoodproject.org and visit 
our ‘Shop’.

Balance exercises 
to prevent falls

Age UK Oxfordshire is running 
classes across the county to help reduce 
the risk of people aged over 65 falling 
over. To find out where you can join a 
strength and balance class near you, 
and for information on how to take part, 
please view the Age UK Oxfordshire's 
'Generation Games' website click here: 
tinyurl.com/yay9dmfy

The Plough Finstock
Where you are always welcome!
Cheltenham Food and Drink 

Festival June 15th – 17th where 
Jordan Wallis will be giving a cooking 
demonstration!

The Christmas menu is available 
from December 1st – 23rd. Christmas 
Day Lunch closing at 2.30pm and 
Boxing Day Lunch served until 3pm.

Escape to the Cotswolds
There are hundreds of guided walks that take place across the AONB, many 

of them led by the Cotswold Voluntary Wardens. tinyurl.com/3vccr6q

Joy.nick@gmail.com
www.finstock.org.uk
www.finstock.org.uk
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
www.jagtimber.co.uk
www.justgiving.com/wychwoodproject/trees
www.justgiving.com/wychwoodproject/trees
www.wychwoodproject.org
tinyurl.com/yay
https://tinyurl.com/3vccr6q
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SMALL ADS
(All numbers start with 01993 unless otherwise stated)

Use the Village Hall  
for your next event.  

Contact  
villagehallfinstock@gmail.

com or 868020

Friendly hairstylist - 
Haircuts in your home  

Any age, male or female 
Reasonable rates.  

Alison Pritchard 
Tel 01608 810533

Don’t forget you can view Finstock 
News online at  

finstock.org.uk/the-finstock-news
Line ads are charged at 20p per  

word, payment in advance  
Please contact:  

Ann Sullivan on 868597

NICOLA MORGAN DC MMCA

Registered Chiropractor – 
McTimoney Technique

Kimber Cottage, Holly Tree Cottages,
Woodstock Rd, Earls Lane,
Charlbury OX7 3ET Deddington OX15 0TQ

Tel: 07968-381335
I have almost 30 years’ experience 
in this gentle, effective manipulative 
therapy, which is suitable for many 
condit ions and ages. I  of fer very 
f lexible appointment times in two 
locations.

See www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk

Provider for BUPA, PPP, WPA and all  
major health insurance companies

Member of the General Council & Register 
for Chiropractors and the McTimoney 

Chiropractic Association.

rAMsdEn

th
E

royAL oA
K

Enjoy thE finEst 
winE bEEr & food

A tradition of warm hospitality 
since the 17th century.

info@royaloakramsden.com
www.royaloakramsden.com

Mon - Fri: 11.30-3.00pm, 6.30-11.00pm
Sat: 11.30pm Sun: 12.00-10.30pm

Tel: 01993 868213

The Royal Oak opening 
hours over holidays

Congratulations from the Finstock 
News for 30 years of fine food and 
service to our community!
Royal Oak December Opening Times

Saturday 23rd 1.30 to 4pm
Sunday 24th 12 noon to 10pm
Monday 25th - closed
Tuesday 26th - 27th - 12 noon to 4pm
Sunday 31st - Jan 2nd - 12 noon to 4pm

County Councillor report
At a recent Oxfordshire County 

Council (OCC) meeting, I put forward a 
motion proposing a “rural weighting” for 
GP’s in rural parts of Oxfordshire. This 
is because we are 30 GP’s short across 
the County, and practices are finding 
it very hard to attract new GP’s to an 
area where housing is very expensive. 
I put a similar motion to WODC a few 
months earlier, which was supported by 
all councillors. It was disappointing that 
the Conservative and Labour members 
on the County Council turned my 
motion down. However, I was very 
gratified to see a few weeks later that 
the Secretary of State has effectively 
adopted the principle, by offering new 
GP’s in rural areas a “golden hello”! I 
hope that this will help to alleviate the 
shortages that we are experiencing, 
especially in Witney.

I have been going out and about with 
Highways officers to alert them to the 
problems that we have on the roads 
in our area. In particular, many of the 
road markings have worn out, the road 
surfaces have become eroded, and the 
verges have not been maintained. I’ve 
found that officers are very happy to 
come out and visit the area with me. 
My object is to make sure that the issues 
are properly logged, and that there is a 
timetable for the repairs.

The new WODC recycling system 
has been in place now for a few weeks, 
but it has suffered a lot of teething 

problems. I have had complaints from 
residents who have not had their blue 
bins delivered and also from people 
who have received them, but do not 
need them as they have no space 
to store them. On top of that, there 
have been a large number of missed 
collections. I raised this at a recent 
Environment Committee meeting. I 
have also raised a question regarding 
the fact that fly-away plastic is no 
longer being recycled. The answer that 
I received was that the processors no 
longer want to handle fly-away plastic 
as the cost is greater than the return. If 
it was put into recycling bins it would 
simply be sent to landfill. This is far from 
satisfactory and I have asked that the 
policy is reviewed regularly in case the 
situation changes.

I would like to take this opportunity 
to wish all residents of Finstock, 
Fawler and Wilcote a very Merry 
Christmas, and a Happy New Year.

Liz Leffman
County Councillor

Paper
Each tonne of recycled paper saves 

17 trees, 380 gallons of oil, three cubic 
meters of landfill space, 4,000kw of 
energy and 7,000 gallons of water. It 
takes 24 trees to make just one tonne 
of paper.

Have you seen blue daleks in the 
village? Please report all sightings 

to Liz Leffman.

3
Christmas is thought to have first 

come to England with St Augustine 
toward the end of the sixth century. 
The importance it has today owes 

much to the writer Charles Dickens 
and to the Prince Albert, husband of 
Queen Victoria, who brought many 

Christmas customs from his  
native Germany; notably,  

the Christmas tree.

villagehallfinstock@gmail.com
villagehallfinstock@gmail.com
finstock.org.uk/the-finstock-news
http://www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
www.royaloakramsden.com
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Hotel
We’ve made a few changes, come and see.  Always open.

The Brasserie
We poached the head chef  from The Randolph in Oxford,  

come and try his food. Open from 7.00pm – 9.30pm

The Gun Room Bar
We transformed ours into a relaxing bar for everyone,  

come for light meals and snacks Open from 12.00pm – 9.30 pm

Leisure Club
Swimming pool, gym and fitness classes.  
Join ‘The Club’ not a Gym. Open daily

www.eynshamhall.com | enquiries@eynshamhall.com 01993 885200
North Leigh, Witney, Oxfordshire OX29 6PN

COuNTRYSIDE CONSERVATION
The holly and the ivy, When they are both full grown, Of all the trees that are in the wood, The holly bears the crown . . .Anon.

The impact of cats
The BirdTable magazine from BTO (British Trust for Ornithology) states: “It 

has been suggested that 63 species, including 40 birds, have been lost because 
of cat predation and that cats are one of the world’s greatest threats to species 
conservation.” According to BTO research, 180 million small birds and mammals 
a year are predated by the UK’s cat population. They suggest that you can reduce 
the impact of cats in the garden by: positioning feeding stations in the open, with 
a good distance between them and any low cover; providing places for birds to 
nest and feed; and, if you own a cat, fitting a bell collar. You might also consider 
keeping your cat in overnight.

District Views
Recycling has dominated local 

services and I am afraid the new system 
with a new contractor has proved to 
be problematic, with bins not being 
collected and confusion over what is 
being collected and how. Councillors 
have received many complaints and 
we have taken action to pass on the 
information and remonstrate with 
officers to ensure that this is put right. 
For clarity, fly-away plastic (carrier 
bags and light plastic wrapping) is to 
be placed in the main rubbish, the 
grey bin. Glass and electricals should 
be placed in separate black boxes. 
Please let us know if you are still having 
problems. An apology has been issued 
by the council for the upheaval, but 
really better planning, communication 
and foresight could have avoided many 
of the problems.

Can residents also please ensure bins 
are not left at the ends of pathways or 
driveways once the rubbish has been 
collected? I am sure you will agree it 

makes our streets look better.
We are hoping the long awaited 

Local Plan will be in place by February 
or March, which should make our 
communities feel more confident in a 
sustainable future and put an end to 
property speculation. We should then 
see the start of structured planning for 
housing with infrastructure.

On the issue of homelessness in 
West Oxfordshire, I have been meeting 
with agencies around Oxfordshire to 
bring about a more comprehensive 
approach and understanding of 
homelessness. Whilst the issues are 
complex, the solutions of ensuring 
everyone has a roof over their heads 
can be achieved with some creative, 
joined up thinking, together with a 
commitment to sustainable living. A 
conference is being planned to bring 
organisations together in the New Year. 
If you want to help or if you want to 
contribute, please let me know!

Finally, a support group is in the 

process of being set up for the LGBTIQ 
community in rural West Oxfordshire; 
one of the first of its kind. (Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex 
and Questioning) (Intersex - "do not 
fit the typical definitions for male or 
female bodies" UN). By the time you 
read this, three meetings will have been 
held in Chipping Norton, Charlbury and 
Witney and more are being planned in 
the New Year. A plan is being drawn 
up so that meetings, advice and social 
events will take place regularly across 
the district reflecting the needs of a 
wide cross-section of the LGBTIQ 
community. For more information go to 
Facebook LGBTIQ West Oxfordshire.

As your local councillor for two and 
half years now, I feel you have given me 
the support I need to represent you and 
ensure your voice is heard.

May I wish you festive greetings and 
may the New Year bring us all peace, 
support and positive outcomes!

Cllr. Andy Graham

Helping with Research
Royal Holloway Universit y is 

interested in why people take part in 
garden conservation and what drives 
them to improve their gardens for birds 
and other wildlife. 

You can read more about the project at:  
www.conservationbehaviour.com/
garden-wildlife.

www.conservationbehaviour.com/garden
www.conservationbehaviour.com/garden
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Dog lovers 
wanted

Join our local host community

BarkingMad.uk.com

T: 01865 922004   M: 07985 766868
Oxon@barkingmad.uk.com

Companionship, friendship 
and fun are guaranteed!
•  Dogs to suit your lifestyle
•  Completely flexible
•  Trial stays to ensure compatibility
•  Full support and advice
•  A playmate for your own dog

PELLMANS
Your Local Solicitors

•	 Business and Employment Law                                
Contracts, Legal Compliance and  
Disputes    

•	 Property                                                                      
Buying and Selling Homes,   
Commercial and Agricultural

•	 Wills, Probate and Trusts
Tax Planning and Lasting Powers 
of Attorney

01865 884400
www.pellmans.co.uk

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Witney, 
OX29 4TB
Home visits and evening appointments 
available

Our MP writes
As the cold settles in, I think back to the fun of The Finstock Ale Beer Festival, 

or visiting the children of Finstock Primary School in the beautiful summer weather 
– how long ago they seem! So much has happened over the past few months 
and I wanted to update you on a few issues which you may have not seen in the 
national news, as well as those of local interest.

In October, I was pleased to host a 
Westminster Hall debate on the Future 
of Healthcare in Oxfordshire, as this is an 
issue that many of you have raised with me 
when I have been out and about knocking 
on doors in Finstock. Local healthcare has 
been my top priority since being elected 

and I was glad to bring this important issue before Parliament. I made clear my 
disapproval over the lack of proper consultation that has taken place regarding 
recent healthcare decisions in West Oxfordshire; I am sure you will agree with 
me that patients must be involved in the decisions that affect them.

I was particularly honoured to speak in the debate on baby loss during Baby 
Loss Awareness Week. The death of a child is the most devastating loss for a 
parent and baby loss is too often a hidden subject, even in communities as close 
and compassionate as Finstock. We must do all we can to support those who 
have felt the pain of losing a child.

I also met with the Digital Minister, Matt Hancock to discuss the progress of 
the rollout of superfast broadband. I know just how important this issue is to 
Finstock and I will continue to press the Government to advance the rollout of 
this essential service.

Further to this, I have spoken in several important debates from business rates, 
to Brexit, to puppies and prisons. I also put questions to the Prime Minister, 
Foreign Secretary and Home Secretary bringing to their attention the points that 
have been raised with me on the streets of West Oxfordshire.

I will continue to work hard on your behalf, and ensure that your voices are 
heard here and in Parliament. If you would like to sign up to my fortnightly 
newsletter, please do visit www.robertcourts.co.uk. If you would like to contact 
me about the matters you care about most, please do email me at robert@
robertcourts.co.uk – I would greatly appreciate hearing your views.

I hope you have a restful and peaceful festive period – Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year, from my family to yours!

Robert Courts, MP

Finstock Girlguiding
Our girls have been busy attending 

the local Harvest Festival in Finstock 
church where they proudly carried 
their flags, took part in the service 
and served the harvest lunch. The 
congregation were very appreciative 
and even applauded the girls as they 
left the church!

The girls will also be in attendance 
at the Remembrance Service held 
at Finstock War Memorial and feel 
humbled to have been asked to lay 
a wreath this year as well as read the 
names of the fallen.

We took three of the guides to 
Wembley to The Big Gig which is a 
concert put on for just guiding. It was 
a wonderful evening and thoroughly 
enjoyed by the girls as well as the 
leaders!

All sections meet 
on Wednesdays

Rainbows - for girls aged between 
5 and 7 years. This group meets from 
4.45pm until 5.45pm. Contact for 
Rainbows is Amy Fox - 07495 064634 
(or Caroline, details as below)

Brownies - this group is for girls 
aged between 7 and 10 years and 
meets from 6pm until 7.30pm. Contact 
for Brownies is Caroline Booth - 
carolinebooth4@gmail.com; 07890 
629001

Guides - for girls aged between 10 
and 14 years. This group meets from 
6pm until 7.30pm. Contact for Guides 
is Karen Williams – phoenixlights@
hotmail.com; 07809 724065

We wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!

Karen Williams

The Harvest Service
It was lovely to have the Guides, 

Brownies and Rainbows and some of 
their families with us. We all enjoyed 
ourselves judging by the noise level!. 

Elizabeth Bigwood

http://www.pellmans.co.uk
www.robertcourts.co.uk
mailto:robert@robertcourts.co.uk 
mailto:robert@robertcourts.co.uk 
mailto:carolinebooth4@gmail.com 
mailto:phoenixlights@hotmail.com
mailto:phoenixlights@hotmail.com
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PJR 
Plumbing & Heating 
Installation, service, repair 

Gas safety certificates 

 
Tel:  01993 881069 
Mob:  07515 733398 
email:  rj_pimm@hotmail.com 

Kings  
Cleaning serviCes 
And ProPerty MAintenAnce 

 
cleaning - Windows - Gutters 

Fascia’s - UPVc - office cleaning 
conservatories, inc. roofs 

 
installation & repairs to 

Windows - Fascia’s - Gutters 
new conservatories 

carpentry - de-mossing roofs 
Plus wide range general repairs

 
Fully insured

Ring 01993 882727 
or 07974 991269

World Champion strikes Gold amid feared terror attack
Finstock World 

K i c k b o x i n g 
Champion India 
Mae Thompson 
recently embarked 
on  a  daunt ing 
c h a l l e n g e  o f 
t h r e e  w o r l d 
championships in 
three countries 
in just 30 days 
to bring home a 
haul of 16 medals 
including seven 

world titles.
Her first stop was Arbon, Switzerland 

where India picked up one gold, two 
silvers and a bronze to become World 
Martial Arts Committee (WMAC) -50kg 
World Champion. Her second stop was 
on home turf in Birmingham at the ICO 
World Championships (International 
Combat Organisation). Again India 
struck gold to become -50kg World 
Champion and also collected two 
silvers and a bronze. Three days later 
India flew to Carrara in Tuscany looking 
to complete the challenge of a gold 
medal at each world championships.

On the Thursday India was crowned 
-50kg and -55kg in the ring with two 
golds and reached the finals Sunday 
in four further events having fought an 
incredible 15 times on the Thursday. 
Saturday evening came the third gold 
in -60kg sports boxing.

On Sunday ready for her first final, 
the sound of gunshots echoed in the 

arena. At first India said she thought it 
was a firecracker as no one seemed to 
be too concerned. A few moments later 
the sound of around a dozen gunfire 
shots were heard.

India said, “Suddenly hundreds 
of screaming people were running 
towards us in terror. My dad told me 
to run and get out of the building and 
I and my team mates ran as fast as we 
could. I turned and Dad was gone. He 
had gone back into the building to get 
the rest of the England squad out.

“I was terrified and rang my mum 
in England for help saying dad was 
missing and he had gone back in to 
the building to get others out. It was 
dreadful as everyone was outside crying 
and people were hurt. It was such a 
relief when I found him later looking 
for me. “

Marc, India’s father recalls the event 
as the most haunting experience of 
his life. “After the gunfire it was utter 
carnage with people running for their 
lives. We were by an exit so I had 
managed to get India out the building 
to safety. I knew she would be safe, 
but I was one of the officials for the 
England squad and we had taken a 
lot of children with us, some without 
parents, and I can’t say what went on 
in my mind, but I knew I had to make 
sure all our squad was out. In my head 
I had terrible visions and was expecting 
the worst.

"Italian special forces/police arrived 
by helicopters and stormed the arena. 

It was like the final scenes of the SAS 
film Who Dares Wins. The police were 
seconds away from shooting these guys.

“Unknown to us and the police, 
someone was demonstrating self-
defence where someone had shot three 
people with blanks while another was 
supposed to disarm him of the gun in 
front of onlookers and children.

“Children were traumatised as well 
as parents. Many fighters were injured 
running for their lives and one young 
lad had broken his leg trying to get 
over barriers. Sadly dozens were too 
traumatised to fight their finals that 
day.”

The England squad carried on with 
the event showing true English courage, 
but sadly India never regained her 
dominance she had shown in the past 
few days and lost the next two finals 
due to her legs being like jelly.

Later that afternoon India gained 
some form back and picked-up two 
further golds -50kg low kick and -52kg 
in the boxing ring finishing the event 
with five golds and two silvers with a 
total for all three world championships 
events of 16 medals -- 7 golds, 6 silvers 
and 3 bronze.

India has decided to step down from 
mat events like this and concentrate 
on small events in the boxing ring. 
The organisers of The Unified World 
Championships have declined comment 
after being contacted by the media.

Marc Thompson
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Finstock Baby and Toddler 
Group: bring on the glitter!

We have been having fun over the 
Autumn Term at Finstock Toddler 
group: sensory fun with pinecones, 
leaves and conkers, scented play-dough 
plus all the regular offerings of snack, 
cake, toys and crafts. We also had a bril-
liant time celebrating 'Talk like a pirate 
day' (any excuse to get the face paints 
out!), World Space Week and Bonfire 
night making our own child-friendly 
fireworks! We ended the half-term 
in our usual style with a Halloween 
themed party full of yummy treats, 
spider hunting in jelly and fancy dress!

As we countdown to Christmas we 
will of course be stocking up on glitter 
and having lots more crafts and activi-
ties for the little ones (and the adults 
too who enjoy it just as much) as well 
as raising money for Children in Need. 
The term will end on Wednesday 
December 13th where we will have 
another big Christmas Party to see us 
over the holidays! Look out on our Fa-
cebook group for more details on this, 
but there is sure to be lots of food, fun 
and of course, Santa!

We will have quite a long Christ-
mas break this year, and return on 
Wednesday January 10th. You can 
keep up-to-date with what we are 
doing on Facebook, or contact us on 
finstocktoddlergroup@gmail.com. We 
look forward to seeing you there - if you 
haven't tried us out yet, come along for 
a free first session!

Wishing you all a very Merry 
Christmas and fun-filled New Year

Helen Fallows

Tel: 0845 458 2980 
Mobile: 07976 261850 

Email: tctrees@btinternet.com 
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery company with 
the integrity you can trust.

Andrew A. Adams
FCCA

Chartered Certified
Accountant

Quality personal service for your
Accounting, Taxation and

Business needs

Competitive fees agreed in advance
Free initial meeting

Telephone: 07790 854574
 01993 891280

 aaadams@talktalk.net

AIRPORT TRANSFERS- 
WITNEY SHUTTLE 

 

 

WE PROVIDE DIRECT 
TRANSFERS FROM 

FINSTOCK TO HEATHROW 
(& other airports/cruise 

terminals etc).  
 

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL, 
FRIENDLY & EXTREMELY 

RELIABLE. 
 

 Please call or email for prices. 
 

INFO@WITNEYSHUTTLE.COM 
01993 705993 

FREEPHONE: 0800 043 4633 

FINSTOCk SCHOOL
At the start of this new half term, we can look back and reflect on some exciting 

changes that have happened at Finstock School. We have new staff members and 
families who have been made to feel welcome by the community, a new way of 
teaching Literacy and Maths through Read Write Inc. and Maths Mastery, and 
we now deliver our curriculum through a fantastic resource called Cornerstones 
Curriculum. It has meant that our children have had a range of experiences to 
start their topics, including a trip to the Corinium Museum for those learning about 
The Romans, a wonderful samba workshop for those learning about Rio, and a 
visit to the Living Rainforest in Newbury for our older children learning about 
Beasts! Our youngest children have settled into school brilliantly, and explored 
the school buildings and playground so they know where they can go. We have 
hosted a fantastic Macmillan Coffee Morning event where we raised over £100 
for charity, and we had a travelling Book Fair which helped raise money for new 
books.

Now that we are in November, we are starting Nativity preparations for Oak 
and Cherry which is very exciting! We have our Christmas Church service at 
Leafield church on Tuesday December 19th at 9.30am where all are welcome. 
We can’t wait for the Panto to come to school! We also have an upcoming Open 
Day from 9-11am in January. We are really looking forward to sharing our school 
with the wider community and meeting new families.

Janey Velasquez
Acting Head of School

Postage Stamps - We are still collecting postage stamps for RNIB

Autumn Term 2017 Monday September 4th to Tuesday December 19th
Christmas Holiday Wednesday December 20th to Wednesday January 3rd 2018
Spring Term 2018 - Thursday January 4th to Thursday March 29th

Friends of Finstock School (FoFS)
This term we held a school disco 

attended by children from all years of 
our school.

The school Christmas Fayre is being 
held in conjunction with the church on 
the afternoon of December 9th in the 
Village Hall. The Fayre has something 
for everyone. Father Christmas will be 

making an appearance; there will be a 
raffle table; and much more.

A merry Christmas and thank you 
to everyone who has supported us 
this year by attending our events or 
helping out.

Dawn Simpkins (on behalf of FoFS)
dawn_simpkins@yahoo.co.uk

mailto:finstocktoddlergroup@gmail.com 
aaadams@talktalk.net
mailto:dawn_simpkins@yahoo.co.uk
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Painting, Decorating 
Curtain & Blind fitting

Local & Reliable Tradesman  
House & Home Services

INTERIOR DECORATING HOME

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

PERIOD PROPERTY EXPERIENCE 

FULLY INSURED

Email: rickbuck10@gmail.com

Richard Buck

Elbie House, East End

Tel:  01993 880166
Mob: 07791 046583

West Oxon 
Handyman & Home  
Improvement Services

Electrical / Plumbing / Flooring / 
Decorating / Tiling / Woodwork

Flat pack furniture / Bathroom & 
kitchen installation

Quality finish Fully insured

No job too small All jobs considered

For a free quote call 01993-
868725 or 07717-878323

Email: nathan_randell@hotmail.com

Win, win!
Recently we won £100 – a lovely 

surprise. Just to explain – we contribute 
a small monthly sum (£8) to the 100 
Club run by the village shop (TVSA). 
Each month there are five lucky winners 
drawn. The first prize is £100 and there 
are four other prizes of £50 each.

What to do with the winnings? 
We had heard that some people had 
returned some or all of the money to 
the shop, which certainly needs the 
support. We were not so generous.

Instead of put t ing it into the 
household funds where it would sink 
without trace, we decided to splash 
out on a slap up meal. As we had a 
holiday in Cornwall coming up, we 
thought of possible venues there. Rick 
Stein’s Seafood Restaurant in Padstow 
sprang to mind.

We had a fantastic meal and many 
of our preconceptions about smart 
restaurants were not confirmed. The 
portions were very large and they did 
not charge for the bread and olives 
brought to the table. The service was 
excellent without being smarmy, and 
the food was superb. I could talk about 
it in detail for hours! It was a truly 
memorable occasion.

We would urge those of you who are 
not yet in the 100 Club to join as soon 
as possible. You might well win and the 
shop will also win your much needed 
support. In other words – win, win!

Ruth Nissim

News from the Village 
Shop and Post Office
With the weather turning colder 

and the darker evenings the local shop 
is here for all those essentials that you 
need at the last minute when you don't 
want to venture too far!

The Post Office is open Monday - 
Friday 9am - 1pm for all your Christmas 
parcels. You can also deposit and take 
cash out of your bank account saving 
you having to travel to Witney.

Santa’s post box will be in the Post 
Office from the first week in December 
and every letter will receive a reply if 
posted by December 12th and every 
child will receive a lollipop when 
posting their letter!

We would like to take this opportunity 
to thank our customers for their support 
and wish everybody a Very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Karen Williams

Opening times for the  
Christmas period:

December until Saturday 23rd  
normal opening times

Closed Monday December 25th  
and Tuesday 26th

Shop open 8am - 1.30pm 
Wednesday Dec 27th - Friday 29th

Post Office - 9am - 1pm
Saturday December 30th 

Shop 8.30am - 1pm; 
Post Office Closed

Sunday December 31st and  
Monday January 1st – Closed

Tues January 2nd - All open as normal

Volunteer for  
Finstock Link

Finstock Link is the response of 
Finstock Parish Council to times of local 
emergency, such as adverse weather 
and its consequences (heavy snow, 
flood, etc.) but may be implemented 
at any time at the instigation of the 
Chair of the Parish Council. The Parish 
Council maintains a list of volunteers 
to help with such events, such as road 
gritting or salting, snow clearance, 
assistance with emergency transport in 
heavy snow, etc. General offers of help, 
help with gritting or snow clearance, 
trained first aiders, or any special skills 
or equipment (possession of a 4x4, a 
trained carer, etc.) are valuable.

Deployments of Finstock Link are 
rare (once in the last two years), 
but when something happens it is a 
great help to our community. If you 
would like to volunteer, contact the 
Parish Cerk on 868570 or email june.
pratley@btinternet.com with your 
name, address, telephone number, 
email address, and how you can help. 
These details will be retained on a 
spreadsheet and will only be used for 
this purpose.

The Finstock Parish Council wishes 
everyone a peaceful and happy 
Christmas and New Year.

buck@elbiehouse.freeserve.co.uk
nathan_randell@hotmail.com
mailto:june.pratley@btinternet.com
mailto:june.pratley@btinternet.com
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We are going 
from strength to 

strength
Brand new classes and a great new timetable

there is no requirement to commit 
to a long term contract

We are open as follows:–

•	6.30am to 9.30pm, during the week and

•	7.30am to 7.30pm at the weekend.

full membership is available 
from just £31 per month!

(figure based on full dual membership)

For more details email
c.parsons@eynshamhall.com

or call 01993 885 207

WWW.eynshamhall.com

Trustees' Annual Report of Finstock Village Hall
The continued provision of a 

high quality Village Hall is the main 
achievement of 2016/17, although that 
was merely the catalyst to community 
use. Many clubs thrive with Short-
Mat Bowls, Craft Club, Table Tennis 
club, Girl Guiding, Evenlode Folk, 
Finstock Baby & Toddler Group, Morris 
Dance, two Darts teams, Dominoes 
and Finstock Local History Society 
all maintaining bookings. Community 
commercial ventures of Yoga, Salt Box 
Music for toddlers, Deborah Manning 
School of Dance and an Alexander 
Technique movement group all hire 
weekly for classes. In addition many 
from the village and beyond have 
enjoyed private parties for both young 
and old alike, as well as several musical 
events.

In November 2016 the Trustees 
resolved to raise funds for a new storage 
extension to the village hall, badly 
needed due to the continued success 
and growth of our community users. We 
are pleased to report that four grants 
have been secured from charitable trusts 
during the year to support this project 
and our thanks for their generosity 
go to Pye Charitable Settlement, 
PF Charitable Trust, Oxfordshire 
Community Foundation, and Bernard 
Sunley Charitable Foundation. We also 
thank two individual donors for £1,344, 
and together with funds raised by the 
Village Hall Charity we have secured 
sufficient money to build the extension, 
due in spring 2018.

The charity continues to be in a 
sound financial position with a healthy 
current account balance, and reserves 
approaching our target needed to 
ensure sustained viability. However, 
we do wish to continue to invest in 
the property and maintain decoration, 
improve facilities and replace worn 
or obsolete items. In February 2017 a 
Caretaker was employed and Trustees 
are actively considering options to 
increase paid hours. In addition, 
many volunteers have helped with 

maintaining the facility. Our thanks 
also go to Finstock Friendly Society 
and its volunteers who staff bars at the 
hall and organise the annual Finstock 
Ale Beer Festival. In this financial year 
they have contributed over £6,000 in 
cash or goods.

The quality of the building and range 
of social, sporting, educational and 
community activities has drawn many 
plaudits and an October 2017 survey of 
hirers and users identified the following:
•	 97% said the hire fees represent 

excellent value
•	 95% stated that the hall was either 

a valued community facility or an 
outstanding community facility

•	 94% found booking the hall easy or 
very easy

•	 (www.finstock.org.uk/village-hall 
or email villagehallfinstock@gmail.
com.)

•	 94% of hirers and 92% of users rated 
facilities at the hall as very good or 
excellent
Many individual comments were 

made and suggestions for improvement 
are all considered. The negative 
comments mainly revolved around 
the need for increased storage space.

Finstock Village Hall does not make 
grants, but has supported fundraising 
activities by Finstock Friendly Society 
which has assisted several community 
users through the Finstock Ale and 
Finstock Big Lottery. Similarly, free hall 
hire has been granted to Finstock Good 
Companions, a free Christmas dinner 
and entertainment for those aged 
over 65 that is paid for by the Finstock 
Ale. Two other activities in the year to 
support charitable fundraising for other 
causes were granted free or reduced 
hall-hire.

All eight Trustees are volunteers and 
none draw any expenses.

The Trustees thank all our hirers, 
users and volunteers for supporting 
the Village Hall in 2017 and wish all a 
merry Christmas and happy New Year!

Oxfordshire Museum, 
Woodstock

The Oxfordshire Craft Guild’s 
Christmas Selling Exhibition

Until December 30th, featuring some 
of the county’s leading contemporary 
craft makers and designers. Perfect for 
Christmas! Free Admission

Until March 31st: 20 Years of 
Treasure

An exhibi t ion reveal ing  the 
stories behind some of the 30,000 
archaeological objects reported to 
The Portable Antiquities Scheme in 
Oxfordshire.
Normal opening except the following:
Closed: Christmas Eve, Christmas Day 
and Boxing Day
Closed: December 31st and January 1st
The Oxfordshire Museum. Park Street, 
Woodstock OX20 1SN
Tel: 814106 W: Oxfordshire.gov.uk/
museums

3

A London confectioner, Tom Smith, 
perfected the cracker in 1870 

combining French sweet-wrapping 
expertise with the Chinese traditions 

of fortune-cookie mottoes and 
exploding firecrackers.

May it rain in the seasons. May the Earth have its granaries full. May the 
country be free from turmoils. May the pious be free from fear.

May the wicked become good. May the good attain peace. May the peaceful be 
freed from bondage. May the freed set others free.

Indian invocation

www.finstock.org.uk/village
mailto:villagehallfinstock@gmail.com 
mailto:villagehallfinstock@gmail.com 
Oxfordshire.gov.uk/museums
Oxfordshire.gov.uk/museums
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Open Monday - Saturday by 
apointment only.
Please contact us to book 
an appointment.

Wendy Heather
Rock Glen, The Bungalow
Leaaeld Road, Finstock
Oxfordshire,  OX7 3DB

Tel: 01993 868118        Mobile: 0796 8733412  
Email:     wendy@wychwoodgrooming.co.uk
Website:     www.wychwoodgrooming.co.uk.

Services  include:
Collection & drop-off facility
Hydrotherapy bathing
Full groom & styling
Removal of knots & tangles
Hand stripping
GGrooming for show on selected breeds
Nail trimming

A member of

City  & Guilds Qualiied Groomer 
ts.

 

 

  

 

 

BEST EVER LEMAX
 AND CHRISTMAS

DEPARTMENT!

Please note, the café and soft play barn will be open from the start of the day and stop serving 30 minutes before the garden centre closes. **Includes browsing and shopping up time.

Witney Road, Ramsden, Oxon. OX7 3AS

Open Mon-Sat 9am-5.30pm    Sun 10am-5pm** 

(On the B4022, between Charlbury and Witney)

Tel: 01993 868403

Hilltop YOU’LL FIND USON THE WITNEY ROAD BETWEEN CHARLBURY & WITNEY.

Santa’s Grotto*

Come along to our magical grotto and meet
Santa and his elf! Every child will receive a
FREE sticker and if they’ve been very good,
they will also receive a certificate from Santa!

EVERY WEEKEND FROM: 25th &
26th November,  11am-3pm plus
18th to 23rd December 11am - 3pm
and Christmas Eve, 11am-1pm.

Breakfast with Santa**
Sunday 3rd, 10th, 17th December, Saturday
23rd December & Sunday 24th December
9-10.30am.

JUST £9.50 PER CHILD/ADULT TICKET

Enjoy breakfast, fun and games with Santa and his
elf and every child will receive a gift.

Booking is advisable as spaces are limited.
See in-store or online.

Festive Lunch & Afternoon Tea
Enjoy a delicious Festive Lunch or Afternoon Tea with friends
from Monday 20th November until Friday, 22nd December.
Booking is advisable. See in-store or online for more details.

Real CutChristmas Trees
until 10th December 2017

 for Seasons Reward Card
Members†

20%OFF
Late Night Opening!
Friday 1st December
until 7pm. 

       Fantastic Lemax buildings,
    amazing decorations, life like trees,
  fabulous festive foods & gifts that
everyone will love.

†20% OFF Real Cut Christmas Trees starts from
Friday 1st December until Sunday 10th December. 

**Please note, children must be 
accompanied by an adult at all 
times. All information correct at 
time of going to print. We advise 
to book early for Breakfast with 
Santa.

*Whilst our grotto is FREE,
donations to our chosen charities 
are gratefully received. Please note, 
children must be accompanied at 
all times. We advise to book early
as spaces are limited.

FREE

CHRISTMASat 
Hilltop Garden Store

FREE

Some of my adventures in gardening
A wealth of new varieties of bulbs and corms, have now become 

available, providing a variety of displays throughout the year. Defying 
the cold, flocks of snowdrops and Cyclamen coum welcome the New 
Year, followed by the Imperial fritillaries with their huge healthy stems, 
shiny leaves and glamorous red or yellow hanging bells appearing en 

masse. Add the less well known, subtle and aristocratic Fritillaria raddeana and 
you have two winners. F. Raddeana is 3-4 feet tall - like an imperial fritillary - but 
with flowers in the most wonderful pale, lichen green. Both, unlike the exotic, 
sultry F. persica, which seems to need more of a baking, are easy and reliable 
and come up year after year.

The native, snake's head, Fritillaria meleagris is relatively easy to 
grow. You can place it at the front of a border - it looks good with 
sun-tolerant hellebores such as H. sternii and H. argutifolius - but 
its home is spring grass. Unlike most bulbs, it's happy on heavy 

soils and that is where you'll still see it growing wild in April and May in the water 
meadows of Oxford, Gloucestershire and Suffolk. I have my snake's head fritillaries 
scattered in a grassy copse under the trees with the ferns. Every flower is like a 
Moroccan lantern lit from inside. I have found them easy to grow and using the 
seed, they increase in numbers every year, sometimes new variations in shades 
of pink and red appear to join the whites and purples. To allow for seeding, I do 
not mow this area until the end of June, a bonus was when a purple flowering 
orchid appeared.

I have also had success, growing the rare, delightful, deep yellow, sometimes 
red tinged flowered, Fritillary pudica from seed which happily naturalizes with 
F. acmopetala or F. michailovskyi. Growing new varieties needs patience, but is 
well worth the wait.

Martagon lilies are well suited to our limey soil and produce exotic “Turks 
hat” flowers in a shady spot. The capsules can be harvested for seed, dried and 
sprayed white and, as with alliums, used for decoration.

For a real “wow”, in a sunny bed, is the striking strongly perfumed, lemon 
yellow-red flowered ginger lily Hedychium gardnerianum, which I purchased on 
a charity stall on the Scilly isles.

I find the joy of gardening is trying new things, providing future surprises which 
are well worth the wait.

Happy gardening in 2018
Robert Bigwood

Sun through the apple trees on Christmas Day,
Means a fine crop is on the way.

Christmas waste 
and recycling

Excess recycling can be put out 
in your black boxes, open cardboard 
boxes or clear bags.

Glass must be separated and put in 
a recycling box.

You can recycle small electrical items 
in your black boxes and textiles in a 
clear bag.

Extra food waste -- use your kitchen 
caddy for weekly collections too.

Garden waste and Christmas trees 
collected from January 9th. Garden 
waste customers can recycle their real 
Christmas trees, holly, ivy and mistletoe. 
Please cut up and place inside your 
licenced garden bin, remembering to 
remove decorations, pots, wire etc.

Change of 
collection dates:

Tuesday December 26th will be 
collected Thursday December 28th

Tuesday January 2nd will be collected 
Thursday January 4th

Tuesday January 9th will be collected 
Wednesday January 10th

Garden waste collections suspended 
December 25th - January 8th

Normal collection dates resume 
Monday January 15th

For more information, visit www.
westoxon.gov.uk or call 861025.

www.westoxon.gov.uk
www.westoxon.gov.uk
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