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Now that the recovery period from all your holiday travels and indulgences is over, you can begin to plan 2013 events and 
activities.  The Finstock News is here to help you fill your new Finstock calendar with the village activities that lie ahead.  
Some articles in this issue speak of the ending of a Finstock institution: the Women’s Institute in Finstock.  A few articles 

speak about planned entertainments such as our annual Finstock Festival, which is searching for more volunteers to help; a Finstock 
Village Music event in May or the Scalextric Extravaganza in March.  You can look forward to the results of the Village Survey in our 
April/May issue.

Finstock Village Music
Whitsun Bank Holiday weekend May 24th/25th.  Fiddle 

concert; Pipe and Tabor; Demonstrations and Workshop; 
Morris Dancing; Village Bower; Singers; Local Musicians; Social 
Dancing; Local History Society talk on musicians in 19th century 
Wychwood; Food; Storytelling; and much more!

Tickets for the Social Dance are now on sale. In keeping with 
the flavour of the day, you are asked to come along in ‘early 
Victorian costume’!  The Village Band will be playing from 
8-11.30pm in the Village Hall, Saturday May 25th.  Advance 
tickets are £8 per head.  There is a limited capacity in the Village 
Hall and we expect to sell out so buy your tickets now.  Call Pete 
Welply on 868140 for tickets, or email rap@rupanipete.freeserve.
co.uk for further details.

Organized by The Finstock Friendly Society. Further details 
and to take part, call 868743.

FINSTOCK FESTIVAL 2013

The Finstock Festival will be held this year in July, Friday the 
12th and Saturday the 13th.

The Festival’s primary purpose is to bring Finstock villagers 
together for a social weekend and help raise funds to be 
distributed to other groups within the village.

Owing to the fall in the number of members on the 
committee, to make this year’s Festival a success we need your 
help.  Volunteers are needed for the following: setup of the 
marquee and tents on Thursday July 11th and Friday July 12th; 
dismantling of the marquee and clearing the site on Sunday July 
14th.  You don’t need to volunteer for the whole weekend; but if 
lots of people could each give a couple of hours then the event 
can be enjoyed by everyone.

Remember: if you want your Festival to continue this year and 
for future years; we need your help.  If you can volunteer for a few 
hours or would like to be part of the planning committee -- this 
doesn’t involve huge amounts of time!  Please contact Colin or 
Julie Stringfellow on 868215 or speak to Karen Williams in the 
village shop.  Thank you.
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Mummer’s play outside the Plough

By the time you 
read this we will have 
completed the first 
phase of the project, 
to clear the area of 
unwanted trees and 
scrub.  It took three 
Saturday mornings, 

rather longer than we expected, but we can now see the trees 
that we want to keep and the places where we want to plant 
new ones.

It is very pleasing to say thank you to the many volunteers 
who turned out to help us.  We are particularly grateful to Paul 
Hodkinson, who was there on each day and did all of the cutting 
for us; a sterling effort.  Also to Fraser Lindsay who gave up his 
Boxing Day rest to cut a path for us.

Our next stage, at the end of February or early in March, will 
be to plant a number of ‘whips’ and ‘feathers’.  We are hoping 
to involve some of the young people in the village in this – FOFS 
and the Scouts have 
already volunteered.

We also have an 
offer of bird boxes 
and will carry out a 
survey of possible 
sites and desirable 
sizes soon.

 Peter Bramley

Well Hill Community Project



CroCkford Builders
35 sChool road, finstoCk, oxon OX7 3DN

EST 1973

New builds, Extensions, Renovations,

Dry or mortar stone walling,

Groundwork, Hard landscaping,

Natural Stone slate specialists, 

Re-roofing,
General Maintenance.

All building work undertaken Domestic & Commercial

Call William on

01993 868 617 OR 07817248329
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	 0	 .	 VILLAGE EVENTS 	 0	 .
Come and see a SCALEXTRIC EXTRAVAGANZA at the Village Hall, 2-4pm 

on Sunday March 24th with Finstock’s largest ever slot-car track!  Bring along your 
own cars, or come and try out those provided.  All welcome and everyone can have a 
go.  Entry £2.50, under 14s for £1.  Prize for fastest lap, raffle.  All proceeds for the 
Finstock Local History Society to go towards the Village Music Festival to be held in 
May. Shaun Morley

Finstock Local History Society

Friday February 15th: Emigration from Oxfordshire.  Shaun Morley tells us of the 
many thousands of agricultural labourers and craftsmen who migrated from Oxfordshire 
in the 19th century.  They went to America, Australia, New Zealand, Brazil and Cape 
of Good Hope.  The trip was not without its dangers!
Friday March 15th: The Black Death: its Nature and Effects on Society.  Professor 
Greg Stores describes the Black Death and its relentless spread in the 14th century.  
He looks at contemporary explanations and at the attempts at controlling this terrible 
disease.  He describes the socio-political consequences and the influence of the plague 
on literature, art, education and church effigies.  (The deserted village of Tappeswell 
lies within Finstock Parish – why was it abandoned?)
Friday 19th April 2013: Blenheim: from the inside.  John Forster, the Archivist to 
His Grace the Duke of Marlborough, will present new research which has opened up 
a new, unsuspected and fascinating story of the 7th Duchess, a remarkable woman – 
not the least part of which is the enormous influence she had in shaping Sir Winston 
Churchill, her grandson, who spent much time in his youth and early years in her 
care at Blenheim.

Meetings are generally held on the third Friday of the month at 8pm in the Village 
Hall, Finstock. Members free; non-members £2.50.

Lords - a - Leaping

Thank you to all those kind folks 
who came to hear John Pilkington talk 
on Afghanistan in the Village Hall in 
December. As a result I have sent £400 to 
the Prostate Cancer Charity, so no wonder 
all the Lords are leaping.

Thank you to those who helped 
advertise the event so well, too.

 Mike Breakell

North Leigh History History 
Group

February 5th: Lord Nuffield and the 
History of Cars.  A talk by Robert Harris
March 5th: Richard the Third.  A talk 
by Arthur Kincaid

Meetings at 7.30pm North Leigh 
Memorial Hall.  Visitors £2.50, 
Members free.  All welcome.  Contact 
Diana Power 882301 for further details.

Oxford Children’s 
Hospital Run

Get your 2013 diaries out and sign up 
for the OX5 Run, taking place on Sunday 
March 10th. This fantastic five mile fun 
run, around the beautiful grounds of 
Blenheim Palace, raises money for the 
Oxford Children’s Hospital. It costs £10 
to enter and there are a large number of 
trophies up for grabs for individuals and 
teams. It’s such a fun event, suitable for all 
abilities, from elite runners to first timers – 
and even those who fast walk the route. The 
most important thing really is taking part!

To find out more about the run on our 
website visit www.ouh.nhs.uk/ox5run. The 
2012 event raised £60,000 for the Oxford 
Children’s Hospital and children’s causes 
across our hospitals, making a difference 
to thousands of young lives.

Royal British Legion

The annual Poppy Appeal collected 
£850.33 in Finstock for 2012.  This is an 
improvement of £127.50 over the previous 
year’s collection!  Congratulations to all 
our collectors and thank you to the public 
for their support.

 Frank and Janet Schofield

ChOC film

Sunday February 10th A Separation at 
Memorial Hall, Charlbury 7.30pm, doors 
and bar open 6.45.  The stand-out film of 
the 2011 Berlin Film Festival and winner 
of the Golden Bear; a tense and intelligent 
drama detailing the fractures and tensions 
at the heart of Iranian society and of a 
married life.

The Overview Effect
A short film on the effect of seeing the 

Earth from the outside – a perspective-
altering experience for astronauts.
vimeo.com/55073825?wpisrc=nl_wonk

www.ouh.nhs.uk/ox5run
vimeo.com/55073825?wpisrc=nl_wonk


Finstock 
cattery

Proprietors Julie & John Stoney

*LUXURY BOARDING

*SPACIOUS HEATED PENS

*PERSONAL CARE

*INSPECTION INVITED

8 Wards Lane, Finstock, Oxon OX7 3BP

Tel: 01993 868413

finstockcattery@aol.com

Telephone : 01993 868540 / 01608 811484 
www.harrisandthompson.co.uk 

Harris & Thompson 
PAINTERS   AND   DECORATORS 

 

Harris & Thompson is the premier Painting and 
Decorating company based in the heart of the 
Cotswolds.  
We have a reputation for producing and delivering 
exciting and high quality workmanship. 
Whether its a small room or commercial Property 
or even a country home, Harris & Thompson Are 
first choice for all your decorating needs. 
We offer a 12 months guarantee on all our work. 

                   
 

A (wet) Cornish Christmas

Waiting for coaches at Taunton
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The County Council have delivered 
road salt/grit to fill all the six bins in the 
village.  This has to last us the winter 
and is only for use on PUBLIC roads and 
paths where danger is foreseen due to 
snow or ice.  The County Council only 
salt and grit the main Witney road.

The Parish Council will coordinate 
activity where the Met Office issues 
a severe weather warning and all 
prospective snow events via the 
Finstock Link volunteer group.  For 
normal frosts or frozen ice, salting is 
only occasionally necessary on the 
roads, and even then not in all places.  
Wilcote Riding Hill, part of High Street 
and Well Hill seem to be worst hit by 
occasional frozen surfaces, but can only 
be judged by residents using the road.  
If it is needed, the salt bins are there for 
that purpose.  It only needs spreading 
very thinly.

If you wish to join Finstock Link to 
assist in gritting and snow clearing, or 
helping people in emergencies such as 
heavy snow, please email Shaun Morley 
at morley.shaun@gmail.com.

There is a long history of complaints 
related to the pumping station in 
Dark Lane, both of smell and sewage 
overflow.  Various people, individually, 
have complained to Thames Water, 
sometimes the PC has been copied in - 
sometimes not.  It’s more likely that we’ll 
get the problems diagnosed and fixed if 
our various efforts support one another.  

Despite warnings of rain affecting trains in 
the West Country, it seemed like a good idea to 
go to Cornwall by train, especially as the roads 
might be flooded.  Many other people had the 
same idea; and the train to Penzance was at 
least half full, in spite of announcements that 
coaches would be laid on.

Reality dawned as the train crawled from 
Castle Cary and then stopped at Taunton.  
Thousands of passengers disgorged, queued in 
the underground passage leading to the exit, 
and waited for coaches in a narrow area where 

FROM FINSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL

The PC is trying to add its weight to the 
efforts of individuals; it has expressed 
its concern to Thames and informed the 
WODC Environmental Health Officer 
and the Environment Agency that it has 
done so.  To get action we will need a 
good body of consistent evidence that 
it is a real problem; that means keeping 
a diary of the frequency of incidents, 

numbers of complainants, photos etc.  
So as well as complaining to Thames 
Water please can you copy to the 
Parish Clerk too: 20 Walkers Height 
(alternatively you can contact: mike.
woodfield@btinternet.com).

The Village Survey report from 
Barbara Pensom will be in our hands 
on Friday the 25th January.

coaches pulled in and spent many minutes 
turning round before loading.  No more than 
a couple of railway staff were in attendance.

Eventually we boarded a coach, ironically 
using the M5 motorway at the point where it 
runs parallel to the railway, which took us all 
the way to Plymouth; and after further waiting 
there was a train to our destination.

On the return journey on the 28th, Glory 
be!, the line originally flooded near Exeter 
was reopened within 20 minutes and we went 
through without interruption.

morley.shaun@gmail.com
mike.woodfield@btinternet.com
mike.woodfield@btinternet.com


NICOLA MORGAN DC MMCA

Registered Chiropractor – 
McTimoney Technique

Kimber Cottage, Holly Tree Cottages,
Woodstock Rd, Earls Lane,
Charlbury OX7 3ET Deddington OX15 0TQ

Tel: 07968-381335

I have almost 30 years’ experience in this 
gentle, effective manipulative therapy, which 
is suitable for many conditions and ages. I 
offer very flexible appointment times in two 
locations.

 See www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
Provider for BUPA, PPP, WPA and all major 
health insurance companies
Member of the General Council & Register for 
Chiropractors and the McTimoney Chiropractic 
Association.

“You did a great job 
and the photos are 

magnificent - 
everyone looked 
great and really 

natural” 

“We really are so 
pleased with the  

photographs you have 
taken - Tonia said they  
were the best wedding  
photos she had seen” 

Call David Burton - 07799 471499  
or email 123drb@gmail.com 

For samples see:  
http://davidburton.zenfolio.com/weddings 

Informal, professional Informal, professional 
Wedding PhotographyWedding Photography  
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LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR

Dear Editor:
As you may be aware, a group of 

villagers is currently engaged in writing 
a history of Finstock and Fawler.  I am 
tackling the chapter on the Prehistoric and 
Roman period, for which the story must 
be told on the basis of the artefacts found 
locally.  Whilst there are many references 
in published sources, I am keen to develop 
a more detailed local vision: does anyone 
have in their possession any ancient objects 
they have found in the soil of our two 
villages?  I have heard tell of flint tools, of a 
polished stone axe-head, of Roman pottery, 
including a complete ceramic oil lamp, and 
of a Roman coin hoard.  I should be equally 
happy to see outstanding discoveries like 
these or more modest ones, to photograph 
them and to record where they were found.  
If you have any prehistoric or Roman finds 
from Finstock or Fawler, please get in touch 
with me (ring 01865-319418 and leave a 
message, or email me at vaughan.abigail@
gmail.com) and I shall arrange to inspect 
your items.

Many thanks, Vaughan Abigail

THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Andy Compton 868271 Member
Sean Connolly 868561 Member
Nicky Higgins 868425 Proofing
Tony Hirtenstein 868600 Layout
Joy Murphy 868575 Editor

Joy.nick@gmail.com
Barbara Pensom 868774 Member
Barbara Wells 868776 Distribution
John Wells 868776 Advertising

Photographs thanks to staff members and 
others.

Read the Finstock News online at sites.
google.com/site/finstocknewsonline; join 
the Finstock Yahoo group – groups.yahoo.
com/group/finstock; or write to us at 63 
High Street, Finstock Oxon OX7 3DA.

 – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finstock

Plan ahead – Know the deadlines
Issue Deadline
Feb/Mar First of January
April/May First of March
June/July First of May
August/September First of July
October/November First of September
December/January First of November

Please keep articles short.  As space 
is limited, the Editors reserve the 
right to shorten long pieces in the 

interest of balance.   Finstock News 
does not necessarily share the views 

expressed in readers’ letters.

Fancy throwing a ball for a dog in a legally or permissible grassy area in Finstock? 
– Then why not move to Stonesfield, because you can’t do it here any more.

To date, 93 people have put their name to a petition to do something about 
our perilous and dwindling footpaths and our limited local walking space.  In 
December WOOF had their first meeting in the Plough, providing Finstock 
residents with an opportunity to exchange their own specific concerns.  The key 
themes that came out of the meeting were:-

WOOF (WALKERS OF OUR FOOTPATHS) 
UPDATE

(1) All fields have now been ploughed 
right up to the hedge, herding our 
walkers into a smaller amount of 
mud-filled paths;

(2) WODC should be encouraged to 
improve several paths, in particular 
the one to the side of the Plough, 
the one on the south side of the 
town field, and the path from the 
school to the church;

(3) A permanent solution was requested 
for Dark Lane and the problem with 
sewage leaking into it;

(4) Ask our local landowners to reinstate 
Public Footpaths within the legal 
requirements after ploughing, and 
look at reinstating some ‘permissive 
paths’; and

(5) More dog mess bins.

WOOF is fully aware that the wet 2012 has not helped, and that farmers are 
also within their legal rights to plough and plant their fields as they like, providing 
they “re-instate the Public footpaths (pfp) as level and clearly marked within 14 
days” (OCC).  Unfortunately for the residents, in the last two years we have lost 
three fields that residents enjoyed walking around (East of Wards lane, the Old 
Allotment field, and the Skippett field).

We understand that Ramsden Parish Council has come to an agreement about 
reinstating a perimeter walk around the Skippett field and this should occur in 
March.  We also welcome the clearance of the path by WODC in late December 
of the far end of Dark Lane through into Topples Wood.

WOOF is due to attend the next Parish Council meeting at the end of January 
to put forward our concerns.  Plainly this is an ongoing issue and we hope to 
have further updates in the next Newsletter.  If you notice a path that hasn’t been 
reinstated, or is in a bad state, or you have comments of your own, please get in 
touch.  Email: Julian.stewart9@hotmail.co.uk or call 07712-871250.

A discounted leisure centre 
membership card is now available at 
the Windrush for disabled people living 

in West Oxfordshire, for just £19.95 a 
month.  Their carers would be able to 
use the facilities for free.

www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://www.artweeks.org


Andrew A.Adams
FCCA

Chartered Certified 
Accountant

Quality personal service for your

Accounting, Taxation and

Business needs

Competitive fees agreed in advance

Free initial meeting

 Telephone: 07790 854574
  01993 891280

West Oxon
Handyman & Home 
Improvement Services

Electrical / Plumbing / Flooring / 
Decorating / Tiling / Woodwork
Flat pack furniture / Decking & 
Garden maintenance

Quality finish Fully insured
No job too small All jobs considered

For a free quote call 01993 868725 
or 07717-878323

Email: westoxonhandyman@
hotmail.co.uk
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SMALL ADS
(All numbers start with 01993 unless otherwise stated)

Decorator & Tradesman - House & 
Home Services
Painting and Decorating. Maintenance 
and Repairs. Help around the home. 
Reliable Local Tradesman.

Richard Buck, Elbie House,
East End, North Leigh, OX29 6PX

Tel: 880166; Mob - 07791-046583

Kings Cleaning Services (Est. 40 
years) Solar panels – conservatories – 
UPVC frames and fascia – gutters and 
window cleaning. Fully insured.
Ring 882727 for a professional and 
reliable service.

Parties catered for, weddings, 
birthdays, suppers, etc.
Contact Marvina George Tel. 868190

Line ads are charged at 20p per word, payment in advance.  
Please contact: John Wells on 868776. We will no 

longer be accepting inserts for the newsletter.

Use the Village Hall for your next 
event.  Contact Sue Salter on 868647.

Looking for Childcare?
Call Finstock Childminder, Caroline 
Stevenson on 868430
Excellent Ofsted report is available on 
request or online.

Elbie House Bed & Breakfast 
Accommodation

Four Star Silver Award
Lovely ensuite rooms to accommodate 
your visiting friends or family.

Mandy Buck, East End,
North Leigh OX29 6PX

www.cotswoldbreak.co.uk; mandy@
cotswoldbreak.co.uk
Tel: 880166; Mob - 07791-241905

Maraedy Hair Co, Sheep Street, 
Charlbury OX7 3RR 
Ladies, gents, little ones and not so little 
ones, Call us for your next appointment
Tel: 01608 819269

OFSTED registered childminder 
available in Finstock
Please contact Amy Crockford 868617

AC  W i n d ow  C l e a n i n g  & 
Maintenance Services
Providing all types of property & garden 
maintenance
Window cleaning & solar panel cleaning
Gutter cleaning & repairs
67 Common Road, North Leigh
Tel: 882424 / 0791-778-3552

FUNDS FOR FINSTOCK
Another year of fundraising for the 

village has begun!  It is time to get our 
fundraising hats on.

Firstly we are having a Mammoth 
Spring Garage Sale on Sunday April 
14th, 10-2pm.  This time we will have 
teas and face painting for the kids (to be 
confirmed) in the Village Hall courtesy 
of the Brownies and Rainbows.  Village 
maps will be on sale, as well.  I will take 
care of the advertising; all you have to 
do is dig out your unwanted items.  We 
had 30 plus garages last year; let’s see if 

we can top that.  Registration is £5.  If 
you are interested, please register your 
name, telephone number and address 
with carol846@btinternet.com or phone 
868710.

We then come back to the calendar, 
another successful fundraiser!  We were 
overwhelmed by the support shown, but 
without you buying it, it wouldn’t have 
happened.  Thank You!  We also thank 
Hilltop Garden Centre for supporting us.

This year we need your help in 
producing a stunning calendar again.  
The theme this year is Finstock Through 
the Year – so get those cameras clicking 
if you want to participate and have your 
picture chosen for the 2014 calendar.  
Photos to me by July 1st in landscape 
format, in colour on high quality paper, 
high resolution, 7x5 in size; include your 
name, address and telephone number on 
the envelope – NOT ON THE PHOTO.  
Try to keep the photos local to Finstock.

Our panel of judges will then choose 
12/13 pictures for the 2014 calendar.  
Hilltop is producing a community calendar, 
so please be loyal to our village and 
support us too.

Carol Hughes, 119 High Street
tel: 868710

Email: carol846@btinternet.com

Rainbows and Brownies
Finstock Brownies meet on Mondays 

and Wednesday from 6 to 7.30pm in 
the Village Hall.  Contact: Caroline 
Booth on 868282 or 07890-629001, or 
email caroline0booth@btinternet.com.

Fins tock Rainbows meet  on 
Wednesdays from 4.45 to 5.45pm 
in the Village Hall.  At the moment 
we have places available for anyone 
wishing to join.  Please contact Amy 
Booth on 824190 or email ajb5@
btinternet.com.

When fish are in schools they 
sometimes take debate.

ajb5@btinternet.com
ajb5@btinternet.com


Dog walking

Finstock resident

Dog home boarding

Small animal boarding

Cat home visits

Insured and police-checked
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COUNTRYSIDE CONSERVATION
The poetry of the earth is never dead.

 John Keats
Climate Week 2013

Climate Week is being promoted as Britain’s biggest climate change 
campaign and will take place from March 4th-10th.  It will showcase the 
many positive steps being taken to combat climate change in the hope that 
this will inspire many more.

During Climate Week people and organisations will run events and 
activities that focus attention on the challenges of climate change, highlight 
the practical solutions and create chances to share ideas and inspire action.  
It is hoped that thousands of organisations will take part, from government, 
business, local councils, the media, trade unions, public services, community 
groups, NGOs, the arts, sport, education, and faith.  The aim is to show what 
can be achieved, share ideas and encourage thousands more to act during 
the rest of the year.  If you are interested in finding out more about Climate 
Week and how your community or a particular local organisation could get 
involved, visit their website: www.climateweek.com.

How many slaves work for you? You may be surprised.  Visit: 
slaveryfootprint.org.

Make it British, Make it Local, Make it Happen
Farming delivers.  It delivers for you, for me, for all of us.  Obviously 

farming delivers food but it also delivers more than you might think.  All 
that delicious, fresh, British produce at your supermarket or local farmers’ 
market is only part of the story.

Agriculture also makes an invaluable contribution to the economy.  It 
creates tens of thousands of careers.  And farmers look after the environment 
in huge areas of our unique countryside.  They also take their roles seriously 
in ensuring good standards of animal welfare and in producing cleaner 
energy.

The only thing we’d like you to do in support is to seek out British 
produce and enjoy the fruits of their labour.  By doing so, you’ll be playing 
an important part in helping our farmers to deliver even more for Britain 
– now and in the future.  Our message is simple: Make it British, Make it 
Local, Make it Happen.

Look for the Red Tractor, which is a quality mark with standards covering 
food safety and hygiene, animal welfare and environmental protection.  
The flag in the logo guarantees the 
origin of the food.  (NFU Newsletter 
Dec.2012) ONCF

Welcome to Green Town
Green Town is  the WR AP 

interactive tour designed to help 
your business become more resource 
efficient and save money.  greentown.
wrap.org.uk.  In Green Town you will 
find a hotel, restaurant, public house, 
office, factory, food factory and a 
university.  Each building has up to 
six different rooms relating to the 
type of services each establishment 
provides.  Within the different 
rooms there are a variety of hotspots 
containing tips and advice on how 
to make that item more resource 
efficient and where to find more 

information.  Click on the building 
you wish to visit, then use the 
navigation bar at the bottom of 
the page to enter specific rooms.  
Click on the hotspots to access 
the information.  Green Town is a 
novel and fun way to help you to 
consider your environmental impact, 
improve your knowledge of resource 
efficiency and save money.  (ESKTN 
e-Newsletter December 2012) ONCF

Refashion Returns 
in February

After the success of 2012’s Refashion 
event at Oxford Town Hall (700 
visitors, masses of clothes swapped 
and recycled, excellent press and Green 
Apple environmental award!) the City 
Council are making it an annual event 
and are well under way organising this 
year’s event which will be from 1pm-
7pm on Tuesday February 19th in the 
Main Hall of the Town Hall.

They want to make this year’s event 
bigger and better than before, with 
more schools and colleges showcasing 
their work on the catwalk and more 
stalls selling upcycled textile crafts and 
clothes. If you are interested in having 
a stall or running a short upcycling 
demonstration at the event please 
contact Jenny Carr: jcarr@oxford.gov.
uk.

As in 2012 the event will be non-
profit making, so there is no charge 
for stalls, no entry fee, but also we will 
not be able to offer any payment for 
people to take part, but it represents an 
excellent opportunity for networking 
and demonstrating your work. (The 
Key – Oxfordshire’s sustainability 
newsletter, 20th Dec.)  ONCF

News from the 
Cornbury Park Team

We were delighted to welcome so 
many local residents to walk in the Deer 
Park at Cornbury on New Year’s Day. We 
had a great turnout on a fine day.

Follow us on Twitter @CornburyPark 
and at Facebook.com/CornburyPark; 
email us at: estate@cpark.co.uk, phone 
01608-811276, or sign up for alerts at 
www.cornburypark.co.uk.

jcarr@oxford.gov.uk
jcarr@oxford.gov.uk
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A Glass Half Full?
When I put my nose in a glass it’s like 

tunnel vision.  I move into another world 
where everything around me is just gone, 
and every bit of mental energy is focused 
on that wine. Robert M.Parker Jr.

In any discussion of wine there will be 
a point when the topic of glasses crops 
up, and whether it is true that the shape 
of a wine glass really makes a difference 
to the taste of the wine in it?

Whether someone whose nostrils 
are not finely tuned can detect subtle 
differences between glasses is always a 
hot topic.  The Daily Telegraph Wine 
Correspondent decided to set up the 
ultimate test with a specialist, hand-
picked taster who was to taste the same 
wine from different glasses, including 
one specifically crafted for each wine, 
designed by specialist Hans Joachim 
Wadsack.

On a practical level, different shaped 
glasses handle wine in different ways.  
The bigger brim of a Burgundy glass 
directs the wine under the tongue.  
Narrower glasses send it down the sides 
of the tongue which is where the mouth 
waters when you drink something acidic, 
heightening the perception of acidity.  
Oaked white Burgundy tastes creamier 
and more opulent in a glass with a 
short, shallow bowl because the volatile 
components from the oak hover just 
above the wine and in a wide glass the 
nose catches them.  There were plenty 
of variables to complicate things, so how 
did the taster do?

The trial was a spectacular success.  
The taster knew nothing about glass 
shapes or wine except that she liked to 
drink it, and selected the wine in the 
‘right’ glass on every occasion, although 
she had no idea which one it was.  But 
noone would doubt her conclusions: she 
was the Wine Correspondent’s mum.

 Osiris

DISTRICT VIEWS

2013 – A new year of opportunity?

I am writing this in the very first days 
of the New Year.  It is an appropriate 
time for looking forward to the 
opportunities that will come rather than 
a nostalgic look backwards.  I am more 
optimistic today than I was 12 months 
ago.  There are some signs of a slowly 
improving world economic position 
led by genuine green shoots from the 
USA.  Although the Euro crisis has 
abated somewhat, there are still dark 
clouds lowering over the Continent.  
At home, there are some positive signs 
in dropping unemployment levels 
and some very strong growth from a 
proportion of businesses, particularly 
those that offer good products allied 
to first rate customer service.

My impression of our District is of 
busy High Streets and very low levels 
of unemployment and deprivation.  The 
threatened flooding has been mostly 
averted by decent investment in flood 
alleviation measures since the serious 
problems of 2007.

WODC are planning to freeze 
council tax for the third year running 
whilst maintaining the scale and quality 
of the services provided.

In Finstock, the Parish Council has 
undertaken a wide ranging village 
survey which will provide signposts to 
what we wish our village to be like in 
the future.

The results are not available at the 
time I write, but I do hope that the 
survey provides fresh impetus for us all 

to continue to contribute to ensuring 
that Finstock remains a vibrant and 
successful community.  We have a 
superb base to build on but nothing can 
stay the same and we need to find ways 
of evolving our community to suit the 
changing world that we inhabit.

Finally, Greystones, the proposed 
new recycling site for our area.  Progress 
is being held up as a result of Chipping 
Norton Town Council making excessive 
financial demands for the purchase of 
two very tiny strips of land that they 
own at the entrance to the site from the 
A361.  This land is required to widen 
the entrance for safety reasons.

WODC has made a very reasonable 
offer to purchase this otherwise 
unusable piece of ground and the 
Chippy Town Council will vote on 
the issue towards the end of January.  
Fingers crossed that they make a 
sensible decision which will provide a 
service to all the people in the north 
of the District.  Over 97% of us voted 
in favour of Greystones in the recent 
public consultation.

Sometimes, we need to remember 
that we live in the broader community 
of West Oxfordshire and put aside 
narrow parochial self-interest.

So 2013 is a year of opportunity 
for us to shape our community for the 
better.

Hywel Davies
District Councillor

Green Deal
The District Council is a shareholder 

in a new Community Interest Company 
that allows homeowners and businesses 
to cut energy bills and reduce their carbon 
footprint.  The initiative replaces all current 
national energy efficiency schemes.  More 
information about Green Deal is available 
on the Department of Energy and Climate 
Change website; see also:–
 www.westoxon.gov.uk/greendeal.



WI 50th Jubilee meeting 1981
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FINSTOCK SCHOOL

We are to become bloggers!  I am 
delighted that another purposeful way 
of developing writing skills will be at our 
disposal – fantastic!  Thank you to Joy and 
the Finstock News for the collaborative 
composition project and for publishing 
pupils’ work in the last newsletter.  Also 
thanks to John Hook, who took over 
awarding the yearly writing prize from Kay 
Garton, and to Brian Ford who maintains 
the Ford Poetry Prize every year.  I am 
wondering if anyone in the community 
has any expertise in calligraphy and could 
give pupils some lessons?

We would also like to thank Funds 
for Finstock for providing us with money 

from the sale of the 2013 Finstock 
calendar.  We have so many needs! I want 
to put this money towards buying new 
tables and chairs for our Luncheon Hall.

Speaking of community support, 
we are in need of school governors.  If 
anyone feels they could give time to this 
very demanding and rewarding role, 
please get in touch.

Our Nativity Play in December was 
an updated version, produced by our 
talented teachers Miss Holloway and 
Miss Cheshire.  The setting held fast to 
Bethlehem and the stable, but the choir 
and cast sang appropriate contemporary 
ballads and made us realise that baby 

Jesus did have a good set of lungs and 
also that Mary probably did have a few 
grumbles to voice.

Well done to the children, who all 
seem to love performing and entertained 
us so well.

Clare Pike will be joining us in January 
as a permanent member of staff and 
will be teaching Cedar Class (Year 5 
and 6 pupils).  I look forward to working 
with our committed and hardworking 
team in making school an even better 
environment for all and a place of which 
Finstock can be proud.

Happy New Year!
 Jean Roden, HT

Woodpeckers Pre-school

Happy 2013 everybody!  A new year 
has started and new children have joined 
us.  Last term Isabelle arrived, and this 
term we have welcomed Finley and 
Ethan.  This brings our numbers up to 14, 
and I have strong indications that this will 
go up by at least another four before we 
reach the end of this school year.  This is 
great news for us!

Our Christmas performance of The 
Tiptoe Nativity was very enjoyable; the 
children did us proud and were not too 
shocked when they saw how BIG their 
audience was.  We were all very proud 
of them.  All the relentless practising of 
songs and actions did pay off in the end.  
Mr.  Ken Franklin also did us an enormous 
favour and filmed our play, donating his 

time and the finished DVD’s so that we 
could raise some funds.  Thank you Ken; 
we appreciate your support so much!

We also held our traditional Christmas 
Draw.  Our organizer Amy Crockford 
managed to secure some great prizes, and 
we were donated some lovely ones from 
parents and villagers; so thanks to you 
all.  We raised £685, which is a fantastic 
amount; so a GREAT BIG thank you to 
everyone who sold and bought our tickets! 
We have also been very blessed to receive 
a cheque from the Funds for Finstock 
group from the money raised from the sale 
of the Finstock Calendars, which we have 
spent on outdoor musical instruments 
and an Aqua Play activity kit.  So another 
THANK YOU needs to go to them and to 
everyone who bought a calendar.

This term is a short one; but a full one.  
We have had fun with the Goldilocks and 
the Three Bears story – which is fantastic 
for giving opportunities in all areas of 
learning! We read the story to the children 
and encouraged them to re-tell and 
sequence, using pictures and props and to 
use their imagination to act it out.  Art work 
has also been involved to capture the story, 
encouraging mark making and using tools 
that encourage hand-eye coordination.  
We related it to real life and talked about 
the ‘rights’ and the ‘wrongs’ contained in 
the story.  We tasted porridge and used 
oats to make flapjack.  Obviously there 
were a lot of sizes, language and props to 
support understanding the differences.  It 
gave us opportunities to think about all the 
different types of bears in the world, and 

encouraged understanding that there are 
similarities and differences between many 
animals and species including us.  There 
were many more strands that came out 
of this topic too.  It is amazing how much 
can be covered whilst having lots of fun!

We will be having an open morning 
one Saturday in Term 5, when you are all 
welcome to come and visit us and see for 
yourselves how we are using the funds you 
helped raise, along with what we get up 
to! A date will be confirmed in your next 
newsletter.

Our opening hours are 8.45am to 12 
noon, Monday to Friday, and we are 
situated at Finstock School, School Road, 
Finstock.  For further information, or to 
organize a visit, please contact Lesley 
Dore on 01993-868280.  (Please look on 
the ‘OFSTED’ website for details of our 
excellent recent report or telephone Lesley 
and ask for a copy.)



The Foot Clinic
Surgery    Home Visits

For all aspects of foot health

Tel: 01993 704260
Mobile: 07790 475314

Email: info@@onafootclinic.co.uk
www.@onafootclinic.co.uk

Fiona Cann EN. MCFHP. MAFHP

Callus & Corns
(Hard & Dry Skin)

Fungal Infections
(Athletes Foot)

Verrucae

Nail cutting
Thickened Nails

In Growing Nails
Diabetic Assessments

Callow Farm Shop
The Ridings, Stonesfield, OXON

Phone (01993) 891967

With monthly specials including 
freezer packs and BBQ offers

Full range of quality

Local meats, vegetables, bread, 
cheese and preserves, cakes etc.

Suppliers to TVSA Shop Finstock

Opening hours:–
• Monday to Friday 8 to 5
• Saturday 8 to 2
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VILLAGE SHOP

Christmas has been and gone.  Thanks 
to all our lovely volunteers for making our 
job run smoothly and also, of course, to 
all our customers for making the shop 
possible.

The Christmas Hamper was a success 
again.  Well done to Celia Garrick who 
won it.

Thanks go again to John and Celia 
for buying lovely wines for everyone to 
enjoy!

We hope the New Year will be a good 
one for you all.

The Shop will continue to serve the 
community with their needs as far as we 
can.  Don’t forget we have local goodies 

and other nice things to buy.  Please 
come in and look around.

Looking forward to seeing you!
 Mo and Sue

We were enormously grateful for 
the donation from Funds for Finstock, 
the splendid initiative responsible for 
the lovely Finstock calendars.  With 
the money we have been able to buy 
a security light which we can switch on 
when locking up at night.  This makes us 
all feel a lot happier about Mo and Sue 
having to close the shop in the dark these 
winter nights.

We hope you all saw our little leaflet 
before Christmas, which listed some 
of the good things we stock.  Please 
remember to shop with us as much as 
you can, because without our customers 
we couldn’t keep going.  You can always 
check by telephone on 869096 to see if 
we have some particular item you want, 
and people are often surprised by the 
range we offer – a lot more than most 
village shops did in the past, and a lot 
more than a convenience store!

 Management committee

Shop opening hours:–
Weekdays 8-6
Saturdays 8-1
Sundays 9-11.30

Shop Telephone number – 
orderS Taken: 869096

Village Post Office

What a successful Christmas period 
we enjoyed at the Post Office. The line 
at the counter sometimes seemed long 
but everyone patiently waited to mail 
their special holiday greetings. It was a 
busy period but one that I thoroughly 
enjoyed.

A new year begins and we return to 
a more normal flow of packages and 
letters going out from this location. 
Remember that Post Office counters 
serve bank customers too. Debit 
cardholders can make free cash 
withdrawals at any of the Post Office’s 
11,500 branches, which are known as 
‘a cash machine with a face’. Customers 
can also check their account balances 
and make cash and cheque deposits.

You can also pay your utility bills 
here.

Come and visit me soon from 9am 
to 1pm during the week!

 Karen Williams

District Councillor Liz Leffman

It was cheering to hear just before the 
end of 2012 that West Oxfordshire will 
be one of the few councils in England 
that will be receiving an increase in 
its grant from central government in 
the new financial year 2013-14. As I 
write, it is not clear how this money 
will be allocated, but it is to be hoped 
that a reversal of cuts in funding to 
organisations such as the Oxfordshire 
Rural Communities Council and the 
Citizens Advice Bureau might be 
considered. Both of these bodies rely 
on grants from WODC, and provide 
a much needed service to people in 
the area. In particular ORCC supports 
village shops and post offices so has 
particular relevance to Finstock.

Another encouraging piece of news is 
that under the Sustainable Communities 
Act, proposals are being considered 
by central government to give parish 
councils greater control over things that 
they want to do to improve their village. 
The idea is to remove bureaucracy and 
allow people to develop sustainable 
community projects. If you have an 
idea that you think could benefit from 
this new legislation, please get in touch 
with me for more information. I am 
happy to give everyone my support in 
whatever way I can.

Liz Leffman
District Councillor

liz.leffman@westoxon.gov.uk

Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (OCCG) is the name of the NHS 
organisation in Oxfordshire that will be commissioning local healthcare services 
from April 2013, changing from NHS Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire cluster 
which will cease to exist.

OCCG has been formed from GPs within Oxfordshire to create one county 
wide clinician led commissioning group.



THE WHITE HORSE
THE RIDINGS – STONESFIELD

Freehouse & Restaurant

Closed – Monday
Tuesday-Thursday – 5.00 Close
Friday – 12.00-3.00; 5.00-11.00

Saturday – 12.00-3.00; 6.00-11.00
Sunday – 12.00-3.00

Tasty Home cooked food
Real Ale and Fine Wines - 

Pretty Beer Garden

Folk Music Nights every 2nd 
Wednesday of the month

Now serving lunch Friday, Saturday & Sunday
Dinner available Friday & Saturday

Barn & Skittle Alley available for Hire

For reservations and enquiries please phone
Angela or John on 01993 891063

At Eynsham Hall Health & Fitness Club, it is 
our objective to welcome our members into an 

environment of informality and relaxation. 

Our membership packages are designed with 
flexibility in mind for our members. There is 

not a requirement to commit towards 
a long term contract.

We are open between the hours of 6:30am to 
9:30pm,during the week and from 7:30am to 

7:30pm at the weekend.

Full Membership is available
 from just £34.50 per month! 

(figure based on full dual membership)

FOR MORE DETAILS OR TO RESERVE 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP,

PLEASE CALL 01993 885 207 
OR EMAIL: FITNESS@EYNSHAMHALL.COM

WWW.EYNSHAMHALL.COM

THIS YEAR, 
BE A NAME, 
NOT A NUMBER
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LET’S GET OUTSIDE

As we go into 2013 we take with us 
the memory of a glorious year for Great 
Britain, a Jubilee, the Olympics, a tennis 
grand slam winner: what more could 
we want?  Well, sunshine and warm 
days would be nice or snow and frost; 
either way anything will be better than 
all this rain.

The rain restricted our chance of 
outdoor activities last year, so this year 
we plan to make up for it by spending as 
much time outside as possible.  Meetings 
will be held in woods and fields, down 
the park wherever we can get outside.  
We will look at what the great outdoors 
has to offer and find ways to leave our 
legacy in nature.

We have done the groundwork on tree 
identification but now we will put this into 
practice, finding the trees, understanding 
their place in the environment and what 
we can do to preserve them for future 
generations.  We will look at the species 
that rely on them and the flora and fauna 
that grow around them, but best of all we 
will climb them.

We won’t stop at trees, we will look at 
lakes, rivers, meadows, birds and animals, 
all things natural and free to enjoy.

All this will be done during hikes and 
games; to respect nature you need to 
enjoy it.  Having the whole thing forced 
on you – “You must save this”, “You must 
save that” – just doesn’t cut it with kids, 
they want to have fun, run wild and free; 
so that is what we will do.

I hope this all works and I will let you 
know next time how we are getting on.

 Andy Compton, Langel Troop
wbsglangel@btinternet.com

lifeasascoutleader.blogspot.co.uk

NHS 111 is a new three digit number 
that will make it easier for patients 
to access urgent NHS healthcare in 
Oxfordshire.  Call 111 if it is not a 999 
emergency.   Patients are urged to 
consider the full range of NHS services 
available to them.   Advice about self-care 
and details of local health services are 
available at NHS Oxfordshire’s website: 
http://bit.ly/sVfNrl.

Dementia Care: Essential Skills and 
Knowledge for Family Carers (DESK) 
Courses are available for people with 
no previous skills or knowledge.   All 
courses run between 10am-1pm: Witney 
Methodist Church, High Street – Saturday 
February 23rd, March 2nd and 9th.  For 
further information telephone Catharine 
Arakelian on 01865-849769 or write to 
info@newdementiacare.org.uk.

You can also visit www.ourhealth.
southcentral.nhs.uk.  

Carers Oxfordshire is working in 
partnership with Oxfordshire County 
Council, Spurgeons and NIACE offering 
a Young Adult Carers course called ‘Who 
cares’, designed specifically for young 
adult carers aged 18-25 who are between 
youth and adult service providers.  The 
course is free and runs for five weeks 
starting in January, March and May 2013.  
For more information on joining the 
course, visit www.spurgeons.org.

Top Five Reasons to 
Give Up Bottled Water

5. Disposable plastic water bottles are 
not meant for multiple uses.  The #1 
polyethylene terephthalate (PET) is 
fine for a single use, but reuse can 
lead to bacterial growth and leaching 
of dangerous chemicals.  Buy a 
permanent water bottle that you can 
refill safely.

4. Bottled water is full of oil.  Making 
bottles to meet the demand for 
bottled water requires  millions of 
barrels of oil annually. 

3. Bottled water is expensive!  Drinking 
the recommended daily amount of 
water using bottled water will cost  
much, much more than tap water.

2. Your tap water is fine to drink. Tap 
water is more highly regulated than 
bottled water. (If you live in a hard 
water area, such as we do, filter 
the tap water and keep a jar in the 
refrigerator.)

1. At least 40 percent of bottled water 
is tap water anyway.  That’s right: 
you are paying a huge premium on 
water that you could have just taken 
from your tap in the first place.  You 
probably like tap water more than 
bottled water, too!

Feed the wild birds 
Wild song birds love raisins, currants, 

apples, pears  and oatmeal. When 
the weather is freezing, snow covers 
the ground or it rains for days on end,  
remember the birds that bring us songs 
each spring.

Stonesfield Business 
Network 

A number of local businesses have 
expressed an interest in setting up 
a networking group for Stonesfield 
and surrounding area.  Our first 
meeting will be held on Wednesday 
February 20th at the White Horse 
in Stonesfield from 12-1pm.  All 
businesses and homeworkers are 
very welcome. 

If you would like to find our more 
or plan to join us please contact me on 
891701 or Alison@therichardshome.
net.

wbsglangel@btinternet.com
www.ourhealth.southcentral.nhs.uk
www.ourhealth.southcentral.nhs.uk
Alison@therichardshome.net
Alison@therichardshome.net


Tel: 0845 458 2980  
Mobile: 07976 261850

Email: tctrees@btinternet.com  
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery 
company with the 

integrity you can trust.
All combined aspects of Arboriculture

The Pearl
Chinese Restaurant and Bar

•	 Two	course	set	lunch	for	£7.50
•	 Beer-battered	fish	and	chips	£7.50
•	 Traditional	bar	area	and	inglenook	fireplace.
•	 Excellent	real	ales,	lager,	traditional	cider	and	

fine	wines.
•	 Specialists	in	Cantonese	cuisine
•	 High-quality	menu	incorporating	Local	meats	

and	game	with	super	Fresh	seafood.
•	 Takeaway	 services	 available	with	 a	 10%	

discount	and	free	prawn	crackers

Open:	 Monday	6pm	-	midnight
	 Tuesday	-	Thursday	12	-	midnight
	 Friday	-	Saturday	12	-	1am
	 Sunday	12	-	11pm

The Pearl, 110 Lower End, 
Leafield, Witney, Oxon OX29 9QQ

Telephone: 01993-878496
www.thepearlinleafield.co.uk
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AN AGELESS GARDENER WRITES…

Every year on 
Christmas Day 
there is a count 
of flowers in the 
ga rden  of  L a 

Martola, bought by the Hanbury 
family in 1867, on the Ligurian Riviera.  
Google and my very rudimentary IT 
skills failed to reveal just how many 
plants are currently usually in bloom, 
but in 1923 it was over 250!

The result of this year’s flower count 
at Wilcote – which is not an annual 
event – was four, possibly five if you 
count the remains of two very small 
flowers on a hebe.  The other four 
were possibly the best known and 
commonest of the winter flowering 
shrubs – mahonia ‘Charity’ (there are 
a number of other generally available 
varieties all with bright yellow flowers), 
two viburnums ‘Bodnantense’ – rose 
tinted flowers with a wonderful, sweet 
scent – and tinus – a big rather straggly 
evergreen, much planted in municipal 
parks (I don’t like it much!).  The last 
one is the ubiquitous (as forsythia is 
ubiquitous) winter jasmine – masses 
of bright yellow flowers, impervious 
to frost, from November to February 
– great for covering walls or fences but 
a rampant grower that really does need 
to be cut back after flowering.

Incidentally, one jasmine we did 
have at Wilcote, and worth looking out 
for, is j.humile ‘Revolutum’, a medium 

sized evergreen shrub with deep 
yellow, slightly scented flowers in 
summer.  The Hillier’s manual calls it 
‘quite remarkable and beautiful’.

Most witch hazels (hamamelis) 
flower in winter.  The majority have 
yellow or reddish flowers, often highly 
scented and, given the right conditions, 
are excellent shrubs for a big woodland 
garden.  They definitely do better 
on moist, acidic soil (i.e. not round 
here) and our h.‘Diane’ planted eight 
years ago, is quite disappointingly 
insignificant.

Not quite out but not far off, is 
sarcococca confusa ‘Christmas box’ – small 
glossy evergreen leaves and white 
fragrant flowers, which makes a dense, 
rounded bush, eventually 1.5m high.  
Plant one by the front door – although 
ours got too big there!

That was the picture then on 
Christmas Day but today (New Year’s 
Day) the first yellow aconites are out 
on the drive and the sun is shining.

One quite important problem for 
gardeners in winter, particularly this 
winter, is keeping your hands warm.  
When it is dry there isn’t really a 
problem; most heavy duty gloves are 
fine, but when it’s wet the gloves get 
soaked very quickly and are hopeless.  
Waterproof gloves simply aren’t warm 
enough.  Someone suggested ski gloves 
– they aren’t tough enough: imagine 
pulling out brambles in those.  Rather 

oddly – considering I’m right-handed 
– my left hand gloves wear out far 
quicker than the right hand ones; so 
if anyone has the opposite problem let 
me know!  You used to be able to get 
green leather welding gloves at the 
regular Witney Corn Exchange tool 
sales for £2; they were great but those 
sales disappeared a while ago.  Anyone 
got any good ideas?

Regular readers will be relieved 
to know that I’ve finally found a 
replacement for the late lamented 
Norfolk Island Pine (araucaria 
heterophylla), carelessly left outside 
last winter.  I bought a very nice 60cm 
specimen for £15 at Yarnton Garden 
centre (there were considerably larger 
ones for £35).  It’s now standing – 
appropriately – in a lovely, hand-carved 
planter made out of its close cousin 
monkey puzzle (araucaria araucana) 
on the dining-room table.  It can go 
outside in the spring.

Time to clean and sharpen the 
secateurs: the pruning season is upon 
us.  And if you’re wondering just how 
much rain we had last year, it was 
1073mm (nearly 43 inches), more than 
50% above the average and more than 
double the 2011 figure (494mm).

 Richard Pollard

Oxfordshire LINk: Your 
voice on health and social 

care in Oxfordshire
As a member of the public you 

have a right to be involved in decisions 
about health and social care services in 
Oxfordshire.  You can influence the way 
services are run by sharing experiences 
and ideas with your Local Involvement 
Network (LINk).  The LINk finds out what 
people like and dislike about their services 
and feeds this information back to health 
and social care providers, helping them to 
plan and deliver between services which 
reflect the wishes of local people.  The 
more people who get involved in the 
LINk, the stronger and more influential 
it is.  Please contact LINk for more 
information.  Tel: 01865-883488 or link@
oxonrcc.org.uk, or www.oxfordshirelink.
org.uk.

You are stuck with your 
debt if you can’t budge it.

link@oxonrcc.org.uk
link@oxonrcc.org.uk
www.oxfordshirelink.org.uk
www.oxfordshirelink.org.uk


BUY ONE GET ONE FREE

LUNCH IN FEBRUARY

Come and see our fort in the play area.  
It’s at the start of our Nature Trail.

Enjoy a great day out for all the family.  
There’s something for everyone!

Hilltop Garden Centre, Witney Rd, Ramsden, Oxon, OX7 3AS
Tel: 01993 868403  www.hilltopgardencentre.co.uk

NEW CRAFT DEPARTMENT
open with over 2.500 products

Open 9-5.30pm Monday - Saturday, 10am - 4.30pm Sunday

Buy two lunch meals at the same time and get
lower priced meal free with this voucher.
One voucher per transaction. No cash alternative.
Subject to availability and while stocks last.
Valid from 12noon - 3pm, 1st - 28th February 2013.

Please enter postcode
to validate

With thisVoucher

F
N

F

MARK BILLINGE
CHIMNEY SWEEP

For a clean and efficient service

 Tel.: 01367-243052

12

FINSTOCK WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
The lot of women in Finstock has 

changed enormously in the eight decades 
since the establishment of the Women’s 
Institute (WI) here on September 17th 
1931.  It was unique in offering a social 
activity exclusively for women, held 
monthly and in the afternoon when 
women could spare a couple of hours 
from domestic duties while the men 
were at work and the children at school.  
The WI was a forum for talking about 
the preoccupations of women, such as 
feeding and clothing the family, bringing 
up children and nursing the sick.  But it 
also provided a bit of fun, new ideas from 
the World Beyond, rare opportunities for 
outings and female solidarity across the 
social classes.

Anyone with a couple of shillings for 

the subscription and a commitment 
to “Home and Country” could be a 
member and take advantage of the talks, 
instructive or merely entertaining; learn 
new culinary or needlework skills or just 
enjoy the empowering company of one’s 
own sex, which might lead to changing 
the world.

But times have indeed changed and, 
although the WI has changed too (its 
slogan is now WI Inspiring Women), 

(www.hilltopgc.co.uk) for further details.
The newly refurbished Flower Pot 

café offers tasty lunches, home baking 
and a good selection of children’s dishes. 
There’s a dedicated children’s area in 
the café with an amazing wildlife floor, 
activity table, colouring table and books 
to help keep little ones occupied.

If you enjoy arts and crafts you’ll love 
our new Craft Shop with over 2500 
products to choose from.

It’s time to get snapping! We’ve just 
launched our Community Calendar that 
will feature 52 photographs that capture 
the beauty and spirit of the local area. 
All profits from the sale of the 2014 
calendar will be distributed throughout 
the community to help local good 
causes and projects. See www.hilltopgc.
co.uk to find out how you can enter your 
photograph for consideration.

Hilltop Garden Centre really is for 
your home, your garden and you!

21st century women have far wider 
opportunities outside the home.

Sadly fewer women in Finstock have 
recently wished to join the WI and it 
is to be suspended.  The archive and 
other possessions will go to County 
Headquarters and will be available should 
another group of women in the future 
wish to start it up again.

Meanwhile for our last meeting, we 
took ourselves off to the Aston Pottery 
for the chance to buy Christmas presents 
followed by an excellent tea.  In the 
absence of a speaker, a vote of thanks 
was offered to those who have served 
as officers and loyally run the Women’s 
Institute for hundreds of women across 
the years.

 Barbara Pensom

Care Matters’ newsletter is full of 
information advice and support for 
informal, unpaid or family carers who 
are looking after a family member, 
friend of neighbour at home.  You can 
download a copy by visiting: www.
carersoxfordshire.org.uk/ and clicking 
the ‘sign up for our newsletter button’.  
If you would like hard copies of the 
newsletter please do not hesitate to 
contact us by emailing your request to 
carersinfo@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or 
by telephoning our office on 01235-
424715.  The newsletter is becoming 
a very valued resource for carers and 
your feedback is always useful.

To make half a kilo of honey, bees must collect 
nectar from over 2 million individual flowers.

Hilltop Garden Centre is a popular 
one-stop shop for keen gardeners. You’ll 
find a world full of home and garden 
inspiration including a great selection of 
plants, gardening equipment, pots, gifts 
and much more.

We’ve been delighted with the 
response to our fantastic outdoor ice 
rink; a huge hit with thousands of 
skaters over the festive season. We’ll 
be planning more events throughout 
the year so keep an eye on our website 

Hilltop Garden Centre

WI ladies in kimonos

www.carersoxfordshire.org.uk/
www.carersoxfordshire.org.uk/
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