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Finstock News 101

e bid farewell to the eventful year 2016, where a majority of voters decided that the UK would leave the European 
Union. We will eventually learn what Brexit translates into on the ground, but despite the many unknowns, one 

thing is certain, we have a wonderful new Village Hall, an active village �lled with volunteers and some excellent 
contributors to the Finstock News.

Celebrate the small successes that bring joy to your life this holiday season.  
From all of us at the Finstock News Happy Christmas and a bright New Year!

FINSTOCK SCHOOL
One of the unique characteristics of Finstock School is 

our location at the centre of the village, nestled in a rural 
landscape. We really endeavour to embrace this rurality by 
giving children plenty of opportunities to engage with the 
outdoors, whether during our focus on outdoor learning 
in all curriculum areas, by growing our own produce at 
the allotment, or when we visit Cornbury Park for Forest 
School. To extend this engagement we used the funds raised 
during the Great Finstock Bake Off to take the whole school 
on a trip to Farmer Gow’s, which gave all the children an 
opportunity to see, learn about and even feed a range of 
animals from chicks to cows, from goats to free-range pigs. 
Everyone really enjoyed finding out more about how a 
farm works; the tractor ride was a highlight. Thank you to 
everyone who took part in the Bake Off – it was great to be 
able to use the money for such an important and exciting 
whole-school event.

Anyone who came into the 
school on September 13th 
would have been greeted by a 
very strange sight (see photo) – 
including giants, witches, foxes, 
queens, peaches and even 
a large medicine bottle and 
spoon. What was it all about? 
This year is a celebration of the 

literary works of Roald Dahl, with children all around the 
country dressing up as characters from his books. Children 

listened to extracts from a range of his books and classes 
did work focussed around his wonderful stories.

After the excitement of seeing David Cameron open the 
Village Hall earlier this year, some children found it rather 
sad when they heard that he had resigned as Prime Minister. 
However, we were able to use this as an opportunity to teach 
the children about the democratic process, even setting up 
our own polling station in the hall for electing our School 
Councillors. We have also chosen Values Ambassadors to 
help support all members of the school community to show 
good values, for which job applications were submitted. We 
have also extended our Play Leaders, who support and teach 
games to the younger children, so that all of Year 5 and 6 are 
involved. As you can see, we really value the development 
of Leadership Skills within our pupils, and we are keen to 
give them plenty of opportunities.

Now that half-term is over, we are beginning to look 
forward to Christmas (it comes around so quickly!). We have 
plenty of things planned, including a Nativity by the Early 
Years and Key Stage 1 children, a whole school Christingle 
Service (what fun we have making the Christingles), the 
Christmas Fayre, a visit from a travelling Panto and Coffee 
and Carols for the Community (look out for posters around 
the village – all are welcome).

All that remains is for me to send you all Seasonal 
Greetings.

Sue Dawe, Headteacher

POSTAGE STAMPS 
COLLECTION

Finstock School is supporting the Royal National Institute 
of Blind People’s collection of postage stamps, which they sell 
to raise vital funds. Any postage stamps collected, whether 
used or new from the UK and abroad, can be dropped off 
at school. Thank you.

NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 2016
The Nobel Peace Prize 2016 was awarded to Juan Manuel 

Santos, President of Columbia “for his resolute efforts to 
bring the country’s more than 50-year-long civil war to an 
end”. The award comes despite Colombians’ rejection of 
the peace efforts in a referendum.

Lunar Year of the Rooster – January 28th 2017
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 Woodstock Dental Practice 

 
Mr Michael Habisreutinger 
Miss Fiona Murphy 
Dr Alison Lockyer  

   

 Situated adjacent to Woodstock town  
car park 

 Long-established dental practice 

 State-of-the-art modern cosmetic dentistry 

 Flexible payment options 

 
 Crowns, veneers, bridges and dentures  

 Implants 

 Tooth straightening and whitening 
 
 

 

17 Union Street, Woodstock, Oxon OX20 1JF 
01993 812617  

www.woodstock-dental.co.uk  
info@woodstock-dental.co.uk 

 

WE ARE GOING 
FROM STRENGTH TO 

STRENGTH
Brand new classes and a great new timetable

There is no requirement to commit 
to a long term contract

We are open as follows:–

•	6.30am to 9.30pm, during the week and

•	7.30am to 7.30pm at the weekend.

Full Membership is available 
from just £31 per month!

(figure based on full dual membership)

FOR MORE DETAILS EMAIL
C.PARSONS@EYNSHAMHALL.COM

OR CALL 01993 885 207

WWW.EYNSHAMHALL.COM
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	 0	 .	 VILLAGE EVENTS 	 0	 .
Finstock Local History 

Society

Friday December 9th: Christmas 
special plus film: Finstock in World War 
II and the military camp at Finstock 
Heath with Shaun Morley and support.

The talk will give a history of Finstock 
from 1939 to 1945 examining the 
social history of the village and the 
impact of the war on the place and its 
people. Using many newly-examined 
records, this illustrated talk will bring 
to life a variety of issues and identify 
others. What was the history of the 
military camp at Finstock Heath and 
how important was it to the war effort? 
What was banned from the village hall 
and who flouted the ban? How did the 
village support the troops? And why did 
social activity flourish?

NOTE: On this occasion there 
we will start at 7.30pm, mince pies 
and wine from 7pm. The talk will be 
followed by a showing of the wartime 
spy movie, Cottage to Let for reasons 
that will become evident from the talk. 
We should finish at 10.15pm.

Friday January 20, 2017: Putting 
Finstock on the map: From Gough 
to Google, with John Leafield. A 
brief introduction to mapping from 

DECEMBER
2nd Evenlode Folk 

Ninebarrow
3rd Ramsden Christmas  

Fair
10th Finstock Christmas  

Fair
14th Toddler Christmas 

party
17th Good Companions 

Christmas lunch

JANUARY
22nd Pop-up Folk Bookshop 

Band

Christmas Opening hours:
The Plough: 
December 24th - Open 
lunch and dinner
Christmas Day - Open 
lunch; closed at 6pm
Boxing Day - Open lunch; 
closed at 6 pm
New Year’s Eve - Open 
lunch for food and bar; bar 
with free buffet and glass 
prosecco in evening

New Year’s day - Open for 
brunch, bar till 6pm; closed 
in evening
The Shop: 
December 24th – Open 
8:30 – 11:00
Christmas Day and Boxing 
Day - Closed
December 28th – 
December 30th – Open 
8am – 5:30

Saturday 31st - Open 8:30 
– 11am
January 1st and 2nd - 
Closed
The Royal Oak: 
Christmas Day - Closed
Boxing Day - Open lunch
New Year’s Eve – Closed
New Year’s Day – Closed 
evening

prehistoric time up to the earliest maps 
of Britain: The first extant map of Britain 
with genuine cartographic content 
(the ‘Gough’ map); the beginning of 
professional mapping in Tudor times; 
the evolution of maps of Oxfordshire 
(and contiguous areas) from the 16th 
to 19th centuries; the origin and 
development of the Ordnance Survey; 
mapping today up to Google.

For more details on these items and 
the programme for the rest of the year 
contact mike.woodfield@btinternet.
com.

Meetings are at 8pm in the Village 
Hall, admission £2.50, members free; 
yearly subscription rate: single £15, 
couple £20.

North Leigh History Society

December 6th: Mischief and 
Mayhem in Oxford - A talk by Richard 
O Smith. Festive refreshments included.

February 7th: Henry VIII and the 
Field of the Cloth of Gold A talk by 
Dr Gillian White

Meetings take place at 7.30pm in the 
Turner Hall, Church Road, North Leigh 
OX29 6TX.

All welcome. Visitors £4, Members 
free. Further details from Diana Power 
882301.

Church and School Christmas Fair

Saturday December 10th Finstock Christmas Fair at the Village Hall beginning 
at 2pm. This is an annual event we all look forward to attending. Among the 
many delights you will find Christmas wreaths, which you can pre-book by calling 
Elizabeth Bigwood on 868203. There will be also be books, games, teas, cakes 
and a visit from Father Christmas. Watch for posters nearer the date.

Ladies, give us your support!

Give all your unwanted old bras a new lease of life and help raise money for 
breast cancer research. Bring them to Joy Murphy at 63 High Street. Against 
Breast Cancer will receive a donation based on the weight of bras we collect, 
so every bra counts!

mike.woodfield@btinternet.com
mike.woodfield@btinternet.com
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Ramsden Christmas Market

Saturday December 3rd from 1pm 
to 4pm at Lower Farm, Ramsden, 
OX7 3AZ. Over 50 stalls under cover 
selling hand-made, ethically sourced or 
local crafts and gifts, locally produced 
and organic food items. There will be 
musical entertainment throughout the 
afternoon; Santa Claus for the children; 
hot mulled wine and a bar for the 
grown-ups; cakes and teas. Entry £2 
for adults, free for children under 16.

New Money

Now that we have accepted the 
slightly smaller and much slicker £5 
note, we can look forward to the new 
£1 coin which will launch in March 
2017. The new pound coin is very much 
like the 12-sided 3d piece (for those 
who remember them).

South Central Ambulance 
Service Community First 

Responders

Communit y Fir s t  Responders 
(CFR) are volunteers trained by the 
Ambulance Service and who attend life 
threatening emergencies in their local 
area, often arriving at the emergency 
in advance of the ambulance. CFRs are 
trained in Basic Life Support, and are 
equipped with an Automated External 
Defibrillator, Oxygen and other pieces 
of lifesaving equipment. In the event of 
the ambulance service receiving a call 
to a life threatening emergency, such as 
a cardiac arrest, unconscious patient, 
choking etc., an ambulance will be 
despatched, but if a CFR is closer, they 
will also be despatched, as we can start 
to treat these conditions prior to the 
arrival of the ambulance. On arrival of 

the ambulance, we often stay and assist 
with treatment.

Whil s t  we provide a s  much 
emergency response cover as we can, 
it is also important that you know 
where the Public Access Defibrillators 
are in the village, as in the event of 
someone suffering a cardiac arrest, 
ambulance control may well direct you 
to fetch it. We are also keen as a group 
that as many people as possible learn 
Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR). 
When someone suffers a cardiac arrest, 
immediate treatment is essential, and it 
has been proven that early CPR saves 
lives. We will be arranging some CPR 
training in the next couple of months, 
details to be confirmed, but we would 
love to meet you, and hopefully give 
you more confidence should someone 
need medical help.

If you would like to learn more 
about the work CFRs do, or get 
involved, please have a look at www.
southcentralambulance.nhs.uk.

David England
Community Liaison & Training Officer

South Central Ambulance Service NHS 
Foundation Trust – NW Node (Oxfordshire)

From the  
Finstock News archive:

I am sure those of you who have 
visited the churchyard in Finstock 
have noticed the large and imposing 
Mausoleum to the Du Cros family. 
Being French Huguenots, after the 
revocation of the Edict of Nantes, they 
found refuge in Ireland. They prospered 
as merchants, and some became 
aldermen in Dublin.

Why, later in the 19th century they 
bought Cornbury Park, one may only 
wonder. Extensive alterations were 
made including the addition of the 

vast kitchen garden with acres of 
glass houses, some heated to grow 
pineapples and even bananas. An 
Italianate tower was added to the house 
which, perhaps fortunately, did not 
survive. Sir Arthur Philip Du Cros was 
created a Baronet in 1916. Together 
with his father, William Harvey Du 
Cros, they founded the Dunlop Rubber 
Company as pioneers in the rubber 
growing industry and of the pneumatic 
tyre. One of their first tyres was called 
“The Finstock Tyre.” The Mausoleum 
features prominently in Barbara Pym’s 
novel, A Few Green Leaves, based on 
Finstock.

A O’Connor

01993 702000

KINGS  
CLEANING SERVICES 
AND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

 
Cleaning - Windows - Gutters 

Fascia’s - UPVC - Of�ce cleaning 
Conservatories, inc. Roofs 

 
Installation & Repairs to 

Windows - Fascia’s - Gutters 
New Conservatories 

Carpentry - De-mossing Roofs 
Plus wide range general repairs

 
Fully Insured

Ring 01993 882727 
or 07974 991269

FINSTOCK ALE BEER FESTIVAL
The fourth Finstock Ale beer festival, sponsored by Howse & O’Reilly and 

Johnsons Cars September 9th and 10th made a profit of £3,962. This money has 
been disbursed to Finstock Village Hall and its users as follows:

• £120 Table Tennis
• £37 Short Mat Bowls
• £88 Craft Club
• £65 Forest Footlights

• £55 Baby & Toddler Group
•  £500 Good Companions Christmas 

diner and entertainment
• £3,097 Finstock Village Hall

Big thanks from the organising committee to all sponsors, musicians, volunteers 
and attendees to make this such a successful event despite the early bad weather!

Shaun Morley

www.southcentralambulance.nhs.uk
www.southcentralambulance.nhs.uk
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THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Sean Connolly 868561 Proofing
Nicky Higgins 868425 Proofing
Tony Hirtenstein 868600 Layout
Joy Murphy 868575 Editor

Joy.nick@gmail.com
Ann Sullivan 868597 Advertising
Barbara Wells 868776 Distribution

Photographs thanks to staff members and 
others.

Read the Finstock News online at www.
finstock.org.uk; join the Finstock Yahoo 
group – groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock; 
or write to us at 63 High Street, Finstock 
Oxon OX7 3DA.

Plan ahead – Know the deadlines
Issue Deadline
Feb/Mar First of January
April/May First of March
June/July First of May
August/September First of July
October/November First of September
December/January First of November

Please keep articles short.  As space 
is limited, the Editors reserve the 
right to shorten long pieces in the 

interest of balance.   Finstock News 
does not necessarily share the views 

expressed in readers’ letters.

WISHING YOU ALL
SEASONS GREETINGS

OPENING 
HOURS

Mon - Fri   
11.30-3.00pm
6.30-11.00pm

Sat 11.30-11pm
Sun 12.00-10.30pm

A tradition 
of warm 
hospitality 
since the 
17th century

Tel: 01993 868213

A

B Tel: 01993 868213
info@royaloakramsden.com
www.royaloakramsden.com
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Dear Editor:

The custom of trick-or-treat on 
Halloween seems to be growing in 
popularity. We wanted to thank and 
congratulate the children of Finstock for 
the way they behaved. We had at least 
ten groups of youngsters, all dressed up 
for the occasion, all well behaved and 
polite. They are a real credit to their 
parents, the village and the school. 
They certainly play their part in making 
Finstock a great village to live in! Thank 
you children.

Chris and Jill, School Road

Conservative Robert Courts 
has been elected to replace David 
Cameron as our MP. Write to him at: 
House of Commons, Westminster, 
London, SW1AA OAA. http://www.
robertcourts.co.uk/

Parish Council Update

The Finstock News Editor has 
encouraged the Parish Council (PC) to 
detail the issues and actions undertaken 
on behalf of all of us. This will be a 
regular piece for each edition and if you 
have any questions arising as a result, 
please do contact any of the Councillors 
directly. (See the Finstock News Ready 
Reference for contact details.) Also 
remember that all meetings of the PC 
are open to all. We would be delighted 
to see you. Meetings are on the last 
Monday of each month, starting at 
7.30pm in the Village Hall.

This month there are some matters 
of interest. The first concerns the 
churchyard which is completely full and 
so passes to the PC for general upkeep. 
This will result in a measure of extra 
cost to the Parish. At the November 
meeting we will have established these 
costs and will adjust next year’s budget 
accordingly.

BT wish to remove the payphone 
near Well Hill as it is not used (and 
broken). The PC agreed with this as it a 
modern style box and rather charmless.

The Burial Ground hedge has grown 
significantly and is due a severe haircut. 
This will be carried out during the 
winter.

The Audit of the PC accounts for 
the year to March 31st 2016 has been 
approved by the external auditors.

The PC hope you find this regular 
update useful and interesting.

Hywel Davies for the Parish Council

India a world champion

Former Finstockian, India Mae 
Thompson smashed her way through 
the  WMAC Wor ld  K ickboxing 
Championships to be crowned double 
world champion in Germany. The 14 
year old former Finstock school pupil 
narrowly missed out on a remarkable 
third gold by two points to collect silver 
in light continuous. The win sealed an 
incredible year for the youngster whom 
also picked up two European titles and 
two silvers in Rome in May of this year.

Are you a short story writer?

Oxfordshire eBook Short Story 
Competition 2017 is seeking aspiring 
authors. Anyone can enter the annual 
competition with separate categories 
for adults and young adults. The 
deadline for entries is January 4th. The 
winners will be announced in March. 
Further details at http://tinyurl.com/
zhy5lp4.

Paris Agreement on climate

The Paris Agreement is an historic 
global pact to curb greenhouse gas 
pollution and fight climate change. 
It was negotiated by more than 190 
countries and took effect on November 
4th. The international community 
is taking climate change seriously. 
President Obama has said, a “turning 
point for our planet” and “the single-
best chance we have” to protect the 
one planet that we have from climate 
change.

If you wish to advertise in FINSTOCK 
NEWS please contact Ann Sullivan at
advert�nstocknews@btinternet.com

Tel: 01993 868597

We commemorate the passing of 
Ruth Ealey, the oldest person born 
and bred in Finstock. Many of the 
older generation will remember Ruth 
and her husband George running The 
Crown pub for many years.

Joy.nick@gmail.com
www.finstock.org.uk
www.finstock.org.uk
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://www.robertcourts.co.uk
http://www.robertcourts.co.uk
http://tinyurl.com/zhy5lp4
http://tinyurl.com/zhy5lp4
advertfinstocknews@btinternet.com


Tel: 0845 458 2980 
Mobile: 07976 261850 

Email: tctrees@btinternet.com 
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery company with 
the integrity you can trust.

Andrew A. Adams
FCCA

Chartered Certified
Accountant

Quality personal service for your
Accounting, Taxation and

Business needs
Competitive fees agreed in 

advance
Free initial meeting

 Telephone: 07790 854574
  01993 891280
 aaadams@talktalk.net
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SMALL ADS
(All numbers start with 01993 unless otherwise stated)

Line ads are charged at 20p per word, payment in 
advance.  Please contact: Ann Sullivan on 868597.

County Councillor’s Report

With Christmas fast approaching, most of us have turkey, Christmas pudding 
and family gatherings in prospect. But for the County Council Cabinet and finance 
teams, it has become in the last few years, a time of increased workload and 
“pencil-sharpening”. The Chancellor’s Autumn Statement has been released later 
and later, and is now received the week before the Christmas break, when in 
earlier years it had been given out in the last week of November. Late December 
leaves little time to make any changes directed by the Autumn Statement as the 
£500 million revenue budget of the Council MUST be in place by the first week 
of February, ready for the Annual Budget Meeting a week later. It is illegal for 
a council to borrow to balance the books, or to go “overdrawn”. Cuts to local 
government finance have figured heavily in recent years, but let us hope for a small 
reprieve this year, and more time to work the figures before the Christmas break!

Another announcement we expect to release around the New Year will be the 
County Council’s submission to the Secretary of State for Local Government on 
reform to local government in Oxfordshire. This will be a bid for a single Unitary 
Council for Oxfordshire, with our suggestions on ensuring that local decision 
making will also happen for those areas where a centralised “committee” is not 
appropriate for small but important issues in Charlbury and Wychwood.

A happy turkey, Christmas pudding and Christmas to all, and the very best 
for 2017,

Rodney, Cllr Rodney Rose
rodney.rose@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Finstock Craft Club – 
Meeting Date Changes

As the Craft Club goes from strength 
to strength, we have had to make 
further changes to our meeting dates. 
We now meet every Monday evening 
from 7:30 (excluding Bank Holidays). 
Please note that we will no longer 
meet on Wednesdays.

The number and variety of crafts is 
increasing. We now have quilters who 
are passing on their expertise to those 
less knowledgeable about this fabulous 
craft. Others are working with wools 
and cottons to produce some lovely 
pieces of work. We’ve had requests 
from those who have always wanted to 
learn how to crochet and have experts 
who can patiently teach you how to do 
this. If you just want to mend or alter 
a tricky item, come along and I’m sure 
you will get the help you need.

In November we started making lots 
of ‘Fairy Lanterns’. (If you are unfamiliar 
with these, you can look online at the 
available You Tube videos). These are 
lots of fun to make and we have all the 
necessary items required to do this. 
If you’d like to join us on this project 
or, as we get closer to Christmas, 
work on making your own Christmas 
presents and cards, then come along 
any Monday. There’s nothing quite like 
receiving a gift or card which has been 
lovingly made by hand.

Rosa Charlesworth
On Behalf of Finstock Craft Club

PANTO 
Robinson Crusoe & 
�e Pirate Qu�n
Theatre Chipping Norton

Running until January 8th 2017
Tel: 01608 642350

www.chippingnortontheatre.com

Hairdressing in your home
Thirty-plus years’ experience
Women, men or children – 
The whole family.  Reasonable rates.
Contact: Alison Pritchard,
Tel: 01608-810533

Friendly drop-in Yoga/Stretch 
class
(£7 per session). Every Thursday 9.30am
Finstock Village Hall.  
Info: 07990 513121.
All abilities welcome.

PJR - Gas Safe registered heating,
Gas and plumbing engineer.
Installation, service and repairs.
Mobile: 07515 733398; 
Tel: 881069; 
Email: rj_pimm@hotmail.com

Use the Village Hall for your next event.
Contact villagehallfinstock@gmail.com or 868020.

aaadams@talktalk.net
rodney.rose@oxfordshire.gov.uk
www.chippingnortontheatre.com
rj_pimm@hotmail.com
villagehallfinstock@gmail.com


Hotel
We’ve made a few changes, come and see.  Always open.

The Brasserie
We poached the head chef  from The Randolph in Oxford,  

come and try his food. Open from 7.00pm – 9.30pm

The Gun Room Bar
We transformed ours into a relaxing bar for everyone,  

come for light meals and snacks Open from 12.00pm – 9.30 pm

Leisure Club
Swimming pool, gym and fitness classes.  
Join ‘The Club’ not a Gym. Open daily

www.eynshamhall.com | enquiries@eynshamhall.com 01993 885200
North Leigh, Witney, Oxfordshire OX29 6PN
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Tis the season to be  
aware of recycling:

Once the gifts have been opened, 
the mince pies eaten and the needles 
are dropping from your tree, don’t 
forget that most of your Christmas 
waste can be recycled! If you have 
extra recycling, please leave it in open 
cardboard boxes or clear bags on your 
collection day. Glass must go in your 
recycling box.

Food waste collections will continue 
weekly. Christmas tree recycling begins 
January 10th when real Christmas 
trees, holly, ivy and mistletoe can be 
put out as garden waste. (Remove 
decorations, pot, wire, etc.). You don’t 
need to be signed up for garden waste 
collections - simply leave out on your 
green collection week. Trees over 
4ft/120cm must be cut in half. For more 
information, visit www.westoxon.gov.uk 
or call 861000.

Holiday collection schedule

Tuesday December 27th moves to 
Thursday December 29th
Tuesday January 3rd moves to 
Thursday January 5th
Tuesday January 10th moves to 
Wednesday January 11th
Garden waste collections suspended 
December 25th - January 9th.
Normal collection dates resume 
Monday January 16th 2017.

New waste  
and recycling calendars

West Oxfordshire’s new waste and 
recycling collection dates are now 
published for the next 12 months 
and can be viewed and downloaded 
online at www.westoxon.gov.uk. As 
well as accessing online bin collection 
calendars, residents can register for 
handy weekly email alerts about waste 
collection dates, including a reminder 
the day before about which bins to 
put out and helpful information about 
changes to collection days over the 
Christmas period and bank holidays.

Paper copies of the waste calendars 
are available at the District Council’s 
Town Centre Shop and Elmfield offices 
in Witney.

As well as bin collection information, 
residents can use the alerts service to 
receive information about planning 
applications registered near to their 
homes.

Money Savers 
https://www.uswitch.com

This site provides comparisons of 
gas and electricity suppliers, digital TV 
providers, home telephone providers, 
broadband internet and mobile phone 
packages. You can also look at energy- 
gas and electricity, credit cards, car 
insurance, mortgages and banking. The 
UK-based call centre staff are trained 

to help you switch and save; Tel: 0800 
6888 557.

Donate a PC is a free service for UK 
individuals and organisations who wish 
to donate unneeded IT equipment to 
good causes: www.donateapc.org.
uk/index.php. If you are donating a 
computer you should ensure that your 
data is permanently erased. (Simply 
using the Delete button will not do 
this!) Better still, if you can, consider 
removing the hard drive.

Computers for School in Kenya 
(CFSK) is a charitable non-governmental 
organisation which supplies computers 
and networking devices. www.cfsk.org.

Orinoco the Oxfordshire 
Scrapstore

Orinoco is a charity based in 
Headington, Oxford that promotes 
re-use, art and creative play through 
education and direct action. They 
sell scrap items, new art material, 
and a range of DIY materials. The 
Scrapstore is open from 11am to 4pm 
on Saturdays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
They collect suitable waste materials 
from businesses for potential reuse. If 
your company is paying good money to 
throw stuff away it’s worth calling them 
to see if they can help find a better use 
for your rubbish. They accept usable 
garden and workshop tools.

They hold a monthly ‘Swap Shop’ on 
the second Saturday of every month. 
This is an opportunity to bring usable 
household items you no longer need 
and give them away. You can take 
things away too. All for free. Tel: 01865 
761113. Bullingdon Community Centre, 
Peat Moors, Headington, OX3 7HS.

Coffee Cups

Coffee cups are the new plastic 
bottles when it comes to waste. All 
cardboard coffee cups can be recycled 
in your black recycling box or in your 
compost heap. Think before you throw 
them into the rubbish bin!

COUNTRYSIDE CONSERVATION
The trumpet of a prophecy! O, Wind, If Winter comes, can Spring be far behind?

 Ode to the West Wind - Mary Shelley

www.westoxon.gov.uk
www.westoxon.gov.uk
https://www.uswitch.com
www.cfsk.org


DISTRICT VIEWS
Festive Greetings to you all and 

may 2017 be a peaceful year after an 
uncertain and volatile 2016.

I wanted to thank you all for your 
support over the past year and the 
welcome I have been given by the 
Parish Council at meetings I have 
attended.

As one of your District Councillors, 
top of the agenda has been planning. 
We are hoping the Local Plan will 
be in place to give us a greater sense 
of security and stop the speculative 
planning applications, which we were 
open to when we did not have a 
Local Plan in place! I have also been 
supporting the Charlbury Youth Theatre 
and giving advice to the good drama/
theatre enthusiasts who are setting up 
drama in Finstock!

My overriding tribute goes to those 
who put in so much work in bringing 
about the marvellous Finstock Village 
Hall building! May it flourish with the 
success it deserves!

Please feel free to contact me or my 
colleague, Liz Leffman if there are any 
issues you wish us to take up on your 
behalf.

Kindest and warmest regards  
Cllr Andy Graham

As you will know, much of the recent 
past has been taken up with the by-
election for the Witney parliamentary 
seat, in which I was the Liberal 
Democrat candidate. I achieved the 
best ever result for the party with just 
over 30 percent of the vote, up by 23.4 
percent on the general election result.

A strong vote came from people in 
Charlbury, Finstock and Fawler, and I 
would like to offer my grateful thanks 
to everyone for your incredible support. 
I would of course have welcomed the 
opportunity to be your Member of 
Parliament, but I still represent one of 
the loveliest wards in the area. I am 
always available to help with any issues 
that you may have, and look forward to 
doing so for many years to come.

My best wishes to everyone for 
Christmas and the New Year.

Cllr Liz Leffman

Our Bar is open:
Mon: 6pm – close

Tues – Fri: 12 noon – 3pm & 6pm – close
Sat: 12 noon – close

Sun: 12 noon – 6.00pm

Our kitchen is open:
Tues – Sun

Lunch: 12 noon – 2.00pm
Dinner: 6.30pm – 9.00pm

FREE WIFI

Come and visit us, we’d love to see you.

The Plough Inn 
High Street, Finstock OX7 3BY

 Tel: 01993 868333
www.theplough-inn.co.uk

Plough_ad_90x60mm_Details_2015.indd   1 29/10/2015   15:47
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The Little Rascal

“The discovery of a wine is of 
greater moment than the discovery of a 
constellation. The universe is too full of 
stars.” Benjamin Franklin

You may have noticed that many 
more ‘unknown’ grape varieties are 
appearing these days. Thanks to the 
techniques of modern winemaking, 
grapes that were originally classed as 
fit only for blending are blossoming as 
varietals in their own right.

Italy in particular has a formidable 
record of making delicious wines from 
previously unheralded grapes. And 
they are always distinctive because the 
terroir is almost impossible to replicate 
elsewhere. One which has emerged 
recently is Roero Arneis.

It comes from a small area in 
Piedmont’s hills close to the French 
border, with rugged terrain and steep 
vineyards. This area is much better 
known for Nebbiolo, the principal 
grape variety used in Barolo and the 
most highly valued grape variety in Italy. 
Nebbiolo is late ripening, lingering on 
until autumn mists cloak the hillsides 
(‘nebbia’ is Italian for fog).

Roero Arneis was originally a white 
grape not considered suitable for wine, 
but winemakers planted it because of 
its attractive aroma to attract the birds 
away from their highly prized Nebbiolo.

As techniques improved, winemakers 
started to experiment with it as a 
varietal. They discovered that it needed 
careful management. The name ‘Arneis’ 
translates as ‘Little Rascal’ because it 
is so difficult to grow, but in the right 
hands it produces rich, aromatic white 
wines the colour of straw. It has a floral 
bouquet and is surprisingly full bodied.

Nebbiolo has long been regarded 
as Italy’s answer to France’s Pinot Noir. 
Now Roero Arneis is getting the plaudits 
and earning rave reviews in the USA 
where it is hailed in some quarters as 
Italy’s answer to Chablis.

This little rascal has definitely come 
good.

Osiris

CROCKFORD BUILDERS
35 School Rd, Finstock, 

Oxon OX7 3DN

EST 1973
New builds, Extensions, 

Renovations,
Dry or mortar stone walling,

Groundwork, Hard landscaping,
Natural stone slate specialists,

Re-roofing,
General Maintenance.

All building work undertaken 
Domestic & Commercial

Call William on
01993 868617 OR 07817248329

Oxfordshire Museum,  
Woodstock – It’s FREE
November 19th – December 31st

The Oxfordshire Craft Guilds 
Christmas Selling Exhibition

Displaying many of the county’s 
leading designers and makers – perfect 

for Christmas presents!

Park Street, Woodstock, OX20 1SN;  
Tel: 814103; www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/

oxfordshiremuseum

Christmas - What other 
time of the year do you sit 
in front of a dead tree and 
eat candy out of your 
socks? 

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiremuseum
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiremuseum


NICOLA MORGAN DC MMCA
Registered Chiropractor – 

McTimoney Technique
Kimber Cottage, Holly Tree Cottages,
Woodstock Rd, Earls Lane,
Charlbury OX7 3ET Deddington OX15 0TQ

Tel: 07968-381335
I have almost 30 years’ experience in this 
gentle, effective manipulative therapy, which 
is suitable for many conditions and ages. I 
offer very flexible appointment times in two 
locations.
 See www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
Provider for BUPA, PPP, WPA and all major 
health insurance companies
Member of the General Council & Register 
for Chiropractors and the McTimoney 
Chiropractic Association.

PELLMANS
Your Local Solicitors

•	 Business and Employment Law                                
Contracts, Legal Compliance and  
Disputes    

•	 Property                                                                      
Buying and Selling Homes,   
Commercial and Agricultural

•	 Wills, Probate and Trusts
Tax Planning and Lasting Powers 
of Attorney

01865 884400
www.pellmans.co.uk

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Witney, 
OX29 4TB
Home visits and evening appointments 
available

Open Monday - Saturday by 
apointment only.
Please contact us to book 
an appointment.

Wendy Heather
Rock Glen, The Bungalow
Leaaeld Road, Finstock
Oxfordshire,  OX7 3DB

Tel: 01993 868118        Mobile: 0796 8733412  
Email:     wendy@wychwoodgrooming.co.uk
Website:     www.wychwoodgrooming.co.uk.

Services  include:
Collection & drop-off facility
Hydrotherapy bathing
Full groom & styling
Removal of knots & tangles
Hand stripping
GGrooming for show on selected breeds
Nail trimming

A member of

City  & Guilds Qualiied Groomer 
ts.
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FRIENDS OF FINSTOCK SCHOOL (FOFS)
FoFS held their AGM on November 3rd where we summarised our fundraising 

and spending for the last year. In total we made £7923 in profit (compared 
with £4,267 in 2014/15). This unusually high amount of fundraising was mainly 
due to the £2,000 raised through a charity walk made by two school parents, 
Rob Barkworth and Paul Coombes; with the funds they raised specifically being 
used by the school to develop their outside area. The 2016 profits were similarly 
boosted by new and adapted events such as our Ladies Pamper Evening, our 
successful joining with Finstock Festival for our Summer Fete, and our two amazing 
raffles organised during the year. This year we have been able to support the school 
in many ways including the purchase of iPads, reading books, tables and chairs 
and outdoor learning equipment. We have also enabled the school to make trip 
subsidies to parents and to set up a new nurture room, and we have also been 
able to arrange for a professional pantomime to visit the school. Overall, this is 
a great result and I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone from 
FoFS and from the school and community for making this possible.

We are currently fundraising towards “One World Week” which the school 
is holding in May. We have set a target of raising £2,000 which will enable the 
school to arrange a week-long timetable of amazing experiences and activities for 
our children. Thus far we have raised £1,324 including monies from our Summer 
Fete, our recent Beetle Drive evening and Fancy Dress Disco, leaving us with 
£676 still to raise. Hopefully you will be able to help us get closer to our target 
by joining us at our Christmas Fayre, to be held jointly with the Church, on the 
afternoon of Saturday December 10th in the Village Hall, or by buying tickets for 
our Christmas Raffle, (available from the school, parents and also the Village Shop) 
which has some great prizes on offer. Thank you in advance for your support.

Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas and best wishes for the New Year!
Rachel Mackenzie (FoFS Chairperson) htcfinstock@gmail.com

School schedule
December
Tuesday 13th  Panto
Wednesday 14th  Cherry and Oak Class 

Nativity 9am and 
6pm

Friday 16th  Christingle Service
Friday 16th  End of Term 2pm

Christmas Gift alternative

We may not have much, but it is 
certain that we have more than the 
thousands of refugees fleeing violence 
in the Middle East. Consider giving 
someone you love a gift of charity for 
others.

The Witney Refugee Action Group 
in conjunction with UK Action for 
Refugees is collecting medical aid for 
a container, which will be sent to Syria. 
The charity are asking people to donate 
used prescription spectacles and sealed/
unopened pain killers, antiseptics, 
medical tape, gauze, bandages, wound 
dressings, diarrhoea and constipation 
treatments or indigestion tablets, 
rehydration powders and walking 
sticks. Please hand donations to staff at 
Waterstones in Market Square Witney. 
For further information please contact 
Nicola Milner, Tel: 07342 908864

UK Action for Refugees
UK Ac t ion for Refugees is  a 

non-profit grassroots organisation 
founded on the simple principle of 
people helping people. http://www.
ukactionforrefugees.com

Crimestoppers
Are you concerned a crime has been 

committed, but you are worried about 
reporting it? Contacting Crimestoppers 
is completely anonymous. They will 
ask questions about the crime you 
have information on but will never ask 
questions about you.

Tel: 0800 555 111.

950th anniversary of  
The Battle of Hastings

The Battle of Hastings was fought 
on October 14th 1066 between the 
Norman-French army of William, the 
Duke of Normandy, and an English 
army under the Anglo-Saxon King 
Harold Godwinson. This was the 
beginning of the Norman conquest of 
England. It took place approximately 11 
kilometres northwest of Hastings, close 
to the present-day town of Battle, East 
Sussex, and was a decisive Norman 
victory.

www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
htcfinstock@gmail.com
http://www.ukactionforrefugees.com
http://www.ukactionforrefugees.com


We’ve got just 
the thing to 

make you feel better.

Become a host with Barking Mad

Jeannie & Amanda    
T: 01865 922004   M: 07985 766868

E: oxon@barkingmad.uk.com 
BarkingMad.uk.com   

It’s great fun, all of the benefits of dog
ownership without the emotional or
financial commitment. We carefully 
match dogs to your home.

Why not look after someone’s dog 
while they’re away?

2066-BMad-Host5 60x93 ptrt A&J bw.qxp_Layout 1  05      
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Village Hall Notices
Congratulations to Finstock Village 

Darts team who won division eight of 
the West Oxfordshire Darts Summer 
League at their first attempt. Captain 
Barry Floyd, Simon Bridgman, Adele 
Mortimer, Simon Miller and Ben Bond 
made up the team.

Music events at  
Finstock Village Hall

Friday December 2nd Evenlode 
Folk presents Ninebarrow at Finstock 
Village Hall, 8pm. Tickets £9 advance, 
£10 on the night. Reserve tickets 
from www.wegottickets.com, or email 
villagehallfinstock@gmail.com.

Ninebarrow are a multi-award-
winning folk duo, who impress audiences 
across the country with their innovative 
and captivating take on the folk tradition. 
They were described by Mike Harding 
as sounding ‘damn fine’ and by Kate 
Rusby as ‘absolutely amazing’. They 
combine breathtaking vocal harmonies 
and melodies, delivering original songs 
that are inspired and rooted in the 
landscape and history of the British 
Isles. As well as crafting unique and 
engaging original material, Ninebarrow 
also take a wide-range of traditional folk 
songs and rework them in their own 
distinctive way.

Sunday January 22nd 2017 Pop-
up Folk presents Bookshop Band, 
supported by Delly Welly Boot Band. 
8pm, £8 on door only.

John Spiers (Bellowhead, Spiers & 
Boden), who appeared at the Village Hall 
on October 22nd, tweeted afterwards, 
@squeezyjohn, ‘Thank you Evenlode 

Folk in Finstock! Lovely acoustics in the 
Village Hall. A pleasure to play without 
PA when it sounds beautiful like that.’ 
This is high praise indeed for our hall 
from a great musician who chose to play 
without amplification.

Good Companions
The Good Companions Christmas 

lunch and entertainment will take 
place on Saturday December 17th for 
48 Finstock residents aged over 65. 
Organised by Eileen Peters, this has 
been funded for £500 by the Finstock 
Ale beer festival. All places are now 
taken.

Beatrix Potter –  
150th anniversary of birth
Helen Beatrix Potter was an English 

writer, illustrator, natural scientist, and 
conservationist best known for her 
children’s books featuring animals, such 
as those in The Tale of Peter Rabbit, 
which she self-published in 1901. In 
total she wrote twenty-four story books, 
plus another eleven books. She brought 
us wonderful animal characters such as 
those in the Royal Mint collection of 50p 
coins: Jemima Puddle-Duck, Squirrel 
Nutkin, Mrs Tiggy-Winkle, and Peter 
Rabbit. Today, more than two million 
Beatrix Potter books are sold across the 
world every year – four books every 
minute.

She designed and created the first 
Peter Rabbit doll herself in 1903, 
registering it at the patent office, making 
Peter Rabbit the world’s oldest licensed 
literary character. She also invented a 
Peter Rabbit board game for two players 
in 1904, a complex version of which was 

redesigned by Mary Warne and came 
to market thirteen years later.

Income from her books enabled her 
to invest in farmland, including Hill Top 
Farm, which would become a feature in 
many of her tales. During her lifetime, 
Beatrix bought fifteen farms and took 
a very active part in caring for them. 
When she died in 1943, she left fifteen 
farms and over four thousand acres of 
land to the National Trust.

Beatrix said:
Thank goodness I was never sent to 

school; it would have rubbed off some 
of the originality.

Royal Mail email scam
If you receive an email claiming to 

be from the Royal Mail notifying you 
that they are holding a parcel/letter for 
you with an attachment – do not open 
it. The attachment is a Crypto Locker 
virus. This virus encrypts files on the 
victim’s system and requests a ransom 
to be paid in order for the files to be 
decrypted.

If you believe that you have been 
a victim of fraud you can report it 
online to the National Fraud & Cyber 
reporting Centre www.actionfraud.
police.uk/report_fraud or telephone 
0300 1232040.

Re m e m b e r  t o  n e v e r  o p e n 
attachments from unsolicited emails 
regardless of who they are from; do not 
click on the link supplied. Instead go 
to the relevant website and log in from 
there; check the address of any email 
received to see if it appears legitimate; 
look at who the email is addressed to. 
Is it generic or specifically addressed?

Painting, Decorating 
Curtain & Blind �tting

Local & Reliable Tradesman  
House & Home Services

INTERIOR DECORATING HOME

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

PERIOD PROPERTY EXPERIENCE 

FULLY INSURED

Email: buck@elbiehouse.freeserve.co.uk

Richard Buck

Elbie House, East End

Tel:   01993 880166
Mob: 07791 046583

Don’t forget you can view Finstock news online at finstock.org.uk/the-finstock-news/

www.wegottickets.com
villagehallfinstock@gmail.com
www.actionfraud.police.uk/report_fraud
www.actionfraud.police.uk/report_fraud
buck@elbiehouse.freeserve.co.uk
finstock.org.uk/the-finstock-news


West Oxon

Handyman & Home 
Improvement Services

Electrical / Plumbing / Flooring / 
Decorating / Tiling / Woodwork

Flat pack furniture / Bathroom & 
kitchen installation

Quality finish Fully insured

No job too small All jobs considered

For a free quote call 01993-
868725 or 07717-878323
Email: nathan_randell@hotmail.com

TVSA Village Shop  
and Post Office

Christmas is coming and your Shop 
will have plenty of Christmas items 
including cards and wrapping, together 
with a few stocking fillers. We will also 
have sherry and port, in addition to our 
usual very reasonably priced wines and 
a variety of beers and cider.

Many of our delicious cakes, scones, 
tarts, jams and chutneys are produced 
locally. We have meat from Patrick 
Strainge in Bampton, whose suppliers 
themselves are all local, and smoked 
goods from Upton Smokery.

Of course we always stock our great 
selection of newspapers and magazines, 
general stationery, colouring pencils 
and paints for children.

This year there will be a Christmas 
Competition for the children.

Don’t forget that we still need help 
on Saturday mornings. We would also 
like to hear from anyone who regularly 
shops at Witney Market on Thursday, 
who would be happy to buy fresh fruit 
and vegetables for the Shop, which will 
be reimbursed of course! You could 
make your choice and have your own 
little domain in the Shop!

Our Food Bank collection is still 
crucial to many people; please 
contribute.

The new TVSA (Village Shop) Chairman 
is Richard Franklin from High Street 
Finstock. Richard will bring a wealth of 
experience of running a business as he 
successfully operates his own TV and 
Audio business in Kidlington. He is keen 
to get involved in village life particularly 
as he is hoping to retire very shortly.

Chris Dyer

Normal Shop opening hours: 
Weekdays 8am – 5:30, 
Saturday 8:30 - 1pm 
Closed on Sundays
Shop Telephone Number 
Orders Taken 869096

Post Office

Children - don’t forget to post your 
letter to Santa Claus in the Shop by 
December 15th if you would like to get 
a reply from him.

The Post Office will have Christmas 
stamps. Buy early, they are very popular!

You can post letters and packages, 
pay the majority of your utility bills, 
withdraw cash from your bank account 
and buy foreign currency.

Post Office opening hours are 
Monday to Friday 9am – 1pm.

A Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year from Karen and the volunteers

Christmas mail dates: 
International Standard (Airmail) 

Saturday December 3rd Africa, 
Middle East

Saturday December 10th 
Australia, Greece, New Zealand

Thursday December 15th Canada, 
Finland, Sweden, USA

Saturday December 17th Belgium, 
France, Ireland, Luxembourg,

Finstock Baby and Toddler 
Group Seasonal Fun!

Finstock baby and toddler group have 
been enjoying our weekly meet-ups 
over the Autumn Term – enjoying the 
warmth and space in the Village Hall! 
We’ve tried out a variety of fun activities 
along the way including making pictures 
with leaves, animal mask painting and 
apple printing to name but a few. We 
celebrated Halloween in our usual way 
with a Party complete with homemade 
decorations, yummy food, games and a 
fun spooky themed sensory story which 
the kids (and adults) loved!

This term we’ll also be getting messy 
with paints, glitter and more as we 
theme our activities around Christmas! 
Not sure who is more excited – the 
kids or the adults. We will of course be 
having our usual end of term Christmas 
Party (on Wednesday December 14th) 
so do come and join us then.

We meet  f rom 10am ever y 
Wednesday morning (term-time) and 
have plenty on offer for all that come 
along: toys, activities, crafts and snacks 
for the little ones, plus hot drinks, cake 
and chat for the adults! If you haven’t 
tried us out yet, come along for a free 
first session!

You can keep up-to-date with 
what we are doing on Facebook, or 
our weekly emails. Contact us on 
finstocktoddlergroup@gmail.com and 
we can add you to the list. We really 
enjoy our weekly group, catching up 
with friends and making new ones! We 
look forward to seeing you there.

Helen Fallows

Go Active and Get Healthy 
in Oxfordshire

GO Active, Get Healthy is a fantastic 
opportunity to receive dedicated 1-2-
1 support and motivation, to help 
encourage you to gradually increase 
your physical activity levels.

The programme is free to join and is 
available to anyone aged 16 and over in 
Oxfordshire who is currently not doing 
any exercise. Participants will receive up 
to three motivational support sessions, 
and up to £100 of activity vouchers to 
be used at their local leisure centre for 
continued support over 12 months.

For more information or to sign up 
please visit the GO Active website click 
here: www.getoxfordshireactive.org/
signup

 

Proprietors Julie & John Stoney

*LUXURY BOARDING

*SPACIOUS HEATED PENS

*PERSONAL CARE

*INSPECTION INVITED

8 Wards Lane, Finstock, Oxon OX7 3BP

Tel: 01993 868413

FINSTOCK
CATTERY
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nathan_randell@hotmail.com
finstocktoddlergroup@gmail.com
www.getoxfordshireactive.org/signup
www.getoxfordshireactive.org/signup
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Finstock Girlguiding - All sections meet on Wednesdays

Rainbows - for girls aged between 5 and 7 years Meets from 4.45pm until 
5.45pm

Contact - Amy Booth - 07495 064634 / ajb5@btinternet.com
Brownies - this group is for girls aged between 7 and 10 years Meets from 

6pm until 7.30pm
Contact - Caroline Booth - 07890 629001 / carolinebooth4@gmail.com
Brownies this term have been working towards their Seasons badge and 

producing some wonderful pieces of art made from natural items. Some of 
their leaf pictures have been displayed on the notice board in the Village Hall. 
Also during October, we supported the RNIB (Royal National Institute of Blind 
People) by wearing DOTS during our meetings which was to raise awareness 
of the work the RNIB do. The Brownies learnt a lot about this charity and also 
what it would be like to be blind by doing a whole session wearing an eye mask.

All sections will be attending our District Christmas event at the beginning of 
December and then will end our term with a joint Disco.

Our new term will start on January 4th 2017. During the first term we will 
be working towards a joint Division Badge Day where the girls can earn up to 
18 badges.

Guides - This section is for girls aged between 10 and 14 years
Meet from 7pm until 8.30pm
Contact - Kim Lovelock - kimberley.lovelock@yahoo.co.uk or 07792 907252
Finstock Guides is in its second term and enjoying it to the full doing work 

towards two badges. There are currently nine Guides with seven of them 
attending a sleep over in November. Guides did the refreshments for the table 
top sale in November at the Village 
Hall with home made cakes from the 
Guides. We had three Guides attend 
the Harvest Festival service and had 
the new Finstock Guide flag blessed, 
which was lovely. The Guides also 
stayed and helped serve the food 
afterwards. Guides also planted 
bulbs around the Village Hall.

Revised Local Plan

The revised Local Plan sets out the 
framework for the development of 
the District until 2031. It incorporates 
proposed changes which seek to 
address the preliminary conclusions of 
the Local Plan Inspector published last 
December following the first stage of the 
examination of the original submission 
document. These conclusions led to a 
request from the Council in January for 
the Examination to be suspended whilst 
further work was undertaken 

Councillors have approved an 
updated version of the draft Local 
Plan for public consultation following 
concerns raised by the Planning 
Inspector in January that the earlier draft 
was not consistent with Oxfordshire’s 
Strategic Housing Market Assessment 
and that it did not take into account 
the housing need identified for Oxford.

Under the revised proposals, a total 

eye conditions such as red eye or 
eyelids, flashes or floaters, in-growing 
eyelashes and more conditions.

The service does not provide eye 
tests and some conditions are better 
suited to immediate referral to eye 
casualty. Please ask your optometrist, 
pharmacist or GP if unsure. For more 
information on the service click here: 
www.oxfordshireloc.org.uk/public/
minor/

How do I access  
my health records?

Under the Data Protection Act 
1998, you have a legal right to access 
your health records. If you want to 
see your health records, you should 
contact the Practice Manager, in 
the first instance to arrange a date 
and time to come in and read them. 
You do not have to give a reason for 
wanting to see your records. (Notice 
from Charlbury Medical Centre)

Additionally, there is a pamphlet 
that explains – How we use your health 
records available at the reception desk.

of 15,950 homes are set to be built 
by 2031, of which 2,750 have been 
allocated as the District’s contribution 
to Oxford’s unmet housing need. 
Having been approved by full Council, 
the Plan will now be the subject of 
consultation before being re-submitted 
to the Inspector. It is expected that 
the Examination will reconvene in 
spring 2017. www.westoxon.gov.uk/
localplan2031

Oxfordshire’s minor eye 
conditions service

We now have a new minor eye 
conditions service which has been 
developed with the support of the 
ophthalmology patient advisory group 
in Oxfordshire.

You can now visit your participating 
local optician to be assessed and 
treated free for a variety of minor 

MARK BILLINGE
CHIMNEY SWEEP

For a clean and efficient service

 Tel.: 01367-243052

FIREWOOD

Quality Seasoned Hardwood Logs

1 Cubic Metre £75

2 Cubic Metres £130

4 Cubic Metres £240

Softwood also available

Kindling & Stacking Service

Order Online: www.jagtimber.co.uk

Tel: 01993 868001 

FIREWOOD

Quality Seasoned Hardwood Logs

1 Cubic Metre £75

2 Cubic Metres £130

4 Cubic Metres £240

Softwood also available

Kindling & Stacking Service

Order Online: www.jagtimber.co.uk

Tel: 01993 868001 

FIREWOOD

Quality Seasoned Hardwood Logs

1 Cubic Metre £75

2 Cubic Metres £130

4 Cubic Metres £240

Softwood also available

Kindling & Stacking Service

Order Online: www.jagtimber.co.uk

Tel: 01993 868001 

ajb5@btinternet.com
carolinebooth4@gmail.com
kimberley.lovelock@yahoo.co.uk
www.oxfordshireloc.org.uk/public/minor
www.oxfordshireloc.org.uk/public/minor
www.westoxon.gov.uk/localplan2031
www.westoxon.gov.uk/localplan2031


Witney Road, Ramsden, Oxon, OX7 3AS  

Tel: 01993 868403 
Mon - Sat 9.00am - 5.30pm. Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm.

 CHRISTMAS
at Hilltop Garden Store

Sunday 4th, 11th, 18th, 24th December, 9-10.30am. 
Join Santa for a breakfast feast, fun & games 
plus a gift for each child. £7.50 per child / adult. 

Breakfast with Santa**

The night before Christmas is rapidly approaching and 
some of Santa’s Elves have gone missing! Can you help 

Elf Hunt

 

  

Every weekend from: 26th November,
11am-3pm plus 19th to 23rd December,
11am-3pm and Christmas Eve, 11am-1pm.

 

Santa’s Grotto*  S
FREE

*Whilst the grotto is FREE, donations to our two chosen charities are gratefully received.  **Bookings only. Pick up a booking form in-store. We advise to book early as spaces are limited.

FREE

Sunday 4th, 11th, 18th, 24th December, 9-10.30am. 
Join Santa for a b
plus a gift for each child. 

BBrreererrer

11am-3pm plus 19th to 23rd December,
11am-3pm and Christmas Eve, 11am-1pm. 26th November-Sunday 18th December

Tickets available in-store on online. Booking essential. See instore or online for more details.

Enjoy a delicious Festive Lunch
or Afternoon Tea with friends
from Monday 28th November.

Photographs of your grotto experience
will be available to purchase on the day.
       Choose from a 9x6 photograph,
       keyring, magnet, bauble, snow
      globe and/or snow block.         Festive Lunch and

Afternoon Tea  

GREAT
GIFT
IDEA!

BEST EVER
 CHRISTMAS

DEPARTMENT!DEPARTMENT!

EXCLUSIVE

STORE
TO GARDEN

£29.99

FROM
ONLY

      Amazing decorations, Life          

food and Gifts that everyone 
will love!

Like Trees, fabulous, festive

Please note, children must be 
accompanied by an adult at all 
times. All information correct at 
time of going to print. 

FIELDS OF FLOWERS  
AT CHRISTMAS TIME

Whereas many areas of the UK 
are grey and barren over the winter 
months, travelling around the Isles of 
Scilly you are greeted by huge swathes 
of yellow and white. It is a sight to 
brighten the darkest day. The warm 
North Atlantic Drift flowing around the 
stunning Isles of Scilly, off the Cornish 
Coast, creates a sub-tropical climate 

which makes it possible to grow scented 
flowers outdoors 12 months of the year.

In January, the temperature rarely 
drops below freezing and flowers can 
grow outdoors all through the winter in 
small fields, sheltered from Atlantic gales 

by Pittosporum 
c r a s s i f o l i u m 
hedges, originally 
f r o m  N e w 
Zealand, having 
dark green leaves 
with white downy 
undersides and 
walnut sized seed 

pods. Another NZ hedging shrub is 
Coprosma repens with glossy green 
leaves.

Historically, sales of flowers from 
the islands to the mainland can be 
traced back to the 1800s. Cut flowers 
for the home became more and more 
fashionable, and in the1880s the 
industry mushroomed; needing no 
extra heating or light to flourish through 
the winter months and irrigated with 
rain water collected from the farm roofs 
in huge re-cycled barrels. Growing 
outside has enabled the use of natural 
biological pest control such as the 
parasitic wasps reducing any greenfly.

Narcissi are grown commercially 
on four of the five inhabited islands, 
keeping up the long held island 
tradition of producing the high quality 
and beautifully scented multi stemmed 
narcissi for which Scilly is famous.

The season starts in October when 

the first of the scented narcissi are 
picked, through to the end of March, 
and posted directly to customers or to 
Covent Garden. Christmas is really busy, 

as is Valentine’s 
Day, Mothering 
Sunday and, also 
if it’s early, Easter. 
In the last century, 
British growers 
grew the majority 
of the flowers that 
were sold in this 
country, but of 

the 2.2 billion pounds spent on cut 
flowers in the UK each year now only 
10 to 15% come from the UK.

Visitors to Scilly at any time of year, 
are welcomed by bunches of flowers 
in the cottage windows; the narcissi 

in the winter and 
spring months being 
replaced by pinks 
in the summer and 
later the delicate 
p i n k  A m a r y l l i s 
belladonna picked 
f r o m  t h e  f i e l d 
plots. The blue of 

Agapanthus thrive in the gardens as do 
the yellow flowers of the ginger lilies. 
The dark red Aeoniums with some 
green ones are rampant. Treats not to 
be missed are the Flowering Proteas 
from South Africa, and the dark mauve 
flowers of the geraniums from Maderia.

Robert Bigwood

Antarctic Marine  
agreement reached

The world’s largest marine park (1.5m 
sq. km of the Ross Sea off Antarctica) 
has been created. It will be protected 
for 35 years after the Commission for 
Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living 
resources brokered the deal between 
24 countries and the EU. Fishing will be 
banned in part of the park. The Ross 
Sea is seen as Earth’s last intact marine 
eco-system.

Oxfordshire  
Bereavement Guide

The 33-page free guide is full of advice 
and guidance about bereavement and 
includes information on what you need 
to do in an event of a death, including 
how to register a death, how to arrange 
a funeral, choosing the right ceremony, 
how to deal with the deceased estate, 
how to get support plus much, much 
more. Oxfordshire Registration Service 
will make the guide available to families 
of the bereaved who are registering a 
death. Contact Jacquie Bugeja, Head of 
the Registration Service at Oxfordshire 
County Council on: 01865-816288 / 
07786-690370.
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ChOC Films

chocfilms.org
Sunday December 11th at 3pm: The 

BFG -   Based on the book by Roald 
Dahl

Sunday January 8th  at 7pm: Florence 
Foster Jenkins -  Comedy/drama based 
on the true story.

chocfilms.org



