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Finstock is a great place to live.  When you read our two lead stories about our village shop and Village Hall, you will realise 
how much villagers have contributed in time and money to secure these two village amenities.  Don’t miss A Farewell to Arms 
from our departing District Councillor, Hywel Davies on p.4 or the exciting news about this year’s Finstock Festival on p.5.

TVSA – OUR THREE VILLAGES SHOP
Villagers in Finstock, Fawler, Ramsden and Wilcote were 

surprised to receive a notice and signage round Finstock stating 
that our village shop was in imminent danger of closing due to 
falling sales.  In the last issue of the Finstock News we enclosed 
a note stating that the shop was in a serious financial position 
but that the immediate crisis had been averted.

These letters were followed by a public meeting in January, 
to explain the situation and seek comments and suggestions on 
what should be done, if anything, to save the shop from closure.  
There was also huge response on Facebook thanks mainly, I 
believe, to the enthusiasm of Drew, Loren and Tammy.  Many 
suggestions and offers of help were made and put into action, 
while others will require further work before implementation.  
Every suggestion was logged and each will be considered 
seriously.

The morning after our January meeting the shop was much 
busier than usual and has remained so to the present day.  Even 
more surprising were cash donations including one of £1,000, 
two of £500 and many more of £100 or so.  The 100 Club also 
greatly increased its list of participants.

The Three Villages Shop and Post Office will only survive if 
you use it regularly.  Remember, if the shop goes, so will the 
Post Office, and vice versa; but the future now looks much 
brighter, and with your help we will try and keep it that way.  
Did you know that we have the reputation for being probably 
‘The Happiest Little Shop in Oxfordshire’?

Chris Dyer
for the Directors and staff ~ TVSA

 (Please see p.9 for further coverage of the shop.)

The funds 
to pay for 
the new 
village hall 
are now 
a l m o s t 
complete.  

We have received a very generous grant of £5,000 from the 
Foyle Foundation – a big thank you to the Trustees of that 
charitable trust for their confidence in our project.  In addition, 
the appeal launched in mid-December and continued in 
the last Finstock News has raised an amazing £16,280 – all 
from donors who wish to remain anonymous.  That means 
we are very near full funding, and the local community will 

have contributed over £50,000 from donations and event 
fundraising when the hall is opened, supporting the funds 
from Finstock Parish Council and the many grant-giving bodies.  
This is a fantastic achievement!

At the time of writing, the tenders for rebuilding the village 
hall have been received and the Parish Council is considering 
them.  We still expect the work on demolition and rebuilding 
to commence on June 1st.  A public meeting was held in 
February to inform neighbours and those interested how the 
project will run; and a series of events are planned at the hall to 
mark its end after 76 years, all but ten of those as a village hall.

 Shaun Morley, Chair of Trustees
 (Please see p.3 for details of the Village Hall final events.)

Finstock Village Hall update – further grant awarded and donations made

As usual, there will be our plants and books, and our ever 
popular Bottle Game; plus gifts, raffle, children’s tombola, teas 
and cakes.  Donations of plants, cakes, bottles and raffle prizes 
are always very gratefully received.

Rain or shine, you will be in the dry; so do please come and 

support the church’s main fund-raiser, 
as well as enjoying a lovely afternoon 
in good company.  We always enjoy 
catching up with friends and hope you 
will too. Elizabeth

Spring Plant and Book Fair
Saturday May 16th at 2pm in the Village Hall

Finstock News 2014 accounts have been reviewed and are available for inspection from the Editor.
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Children outside the hall in the 1930’s.



Tel: 0845 458 2980  
Mobile: 07976 261850

Email: tctrees@btinternet.com  
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery 
company with the 

integrity you can trust.
All combined aspects of Arboriculture

Open Monday - Saturday by 
apointment only.
Please contact us to book 
an appointment.

Wendy Heather
Rock Glen, The Bungalow
Leaaeld Road, Finstock
Oxfordshire,  OX7 3DB

Tel: 01993 868118        Mobile: 0796 8733412  
Email:     wendy@wychwoodgrooming.co.uk
Website:     www.wychwoodgrooming.co.uk.

Services  include:
Collection & drop-off facility
Hydrotherapy bathing
Full groom & styling
Removal of knots & tangles
Hand stripping
GGrooming for show on selected breeds
Nail trimming

A member of

City  & Guilds Qualiied Groomer 
ts.
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Finstock Local History Society

April 17th Tony Cooper: The Wychwood Census.  We will try to discover what the 
Wychwood parish census can tell us about the people who were present on the night of 
April 2nd 1911.  Which families lived where; what jobs they did; how many children 
and what ages; we will try to plot the houses on a map; and identify their neighbours 
and employers.  This will be a practical working group event and everyone can join in.
May 15th Society meeting: The Village Hall is dead, long live the Village Hall.  If 
all goes to plan, Finstock will be redeveloping the Village Hall.  It has an interesting 
history, and this will be a special session of the Society to decide how best to mark 
its passing, including documenting its history and deciding what artefacts to ‘collect’; 
planning how and what the Society should do to cover the interval while we do not 
have a hall to meet in; and what projects and topics members might undertake to keep 
the FLHS ticking over during the period of disturbance.

The History Society meets on the third Friday of the month at 8pm in the Village 
Hall, Finstock.  Members free; non-members £2.50.

Charlbury Society

Friday April 10th: A talk by Mark Davies: Oxford’s Historic Waterways - from 
legend to leisure.  Refreshments from 7.30pm.
Friday May 8th: AGM at 7.30pm followed by a talk by Michael Jones: The 
Restoration of the Charlbury Museum’s Oxfordshire Wagon.  Refreshments including 
wine will be served in the interval between the AGM and the talk.

Both meetings are in the Memorial Hall Charlbury.  Everyone welcome.  Visitors 
£3.  Students and under 18 free.  For more information see www.charlbury.info/
community/22 or call 01608-811414/810130.

Last meeting of the season.

North Leigh History Society

April 7th: Oliver Cromwell and his family.  A talk by John Hunt.
May 5th: Oxfordshire and the Spanish Civil War.  A talk by Liz Woolley.

7.30pm North Leigh Memorial Hall.  Members free, visitors £2.50.  Further details 
from Diana Power 882301. Last meeting of the season.

Ladies, give us your support!

Give all your unwanted old bras a new 
lease of life and help raise money for 
breast cancer research. Bring them to Joy 
Murphy at 63 High Street. Against Breast 
Cancer will receive a donation based on 
the weight of bras we collect, so every 
bra counts!

ChOC Films
www.charlbury.info/community/58

Sunday April 12th: The Book Thief 
Starring Geoffrey Rush, Emily Watson 
and Sophie Nélisse. A life affirming story 
of survival and the human spirit.
Sunday May 10th: The Hundred-Foot 
Journey Starring Helen Mirren and Om 
Puri. The Kadam family settles in a village 
in the south of France where they decide 
to open an Indian restaurant across the 
street from a Michelin starred classical 
French restaurant.

Memorial Hall, Charlbury 7.30pm 
Admission: £5 / under 15s £3, at the door.

Charlbury Farmers 
Market 2015

Saturdays - June 13th; September 12th; 
December 12th

Held on the Playing Close, Charlbury 
between 9am and 1pm. Fresh local 
produce!

The Big Feastival (Alex 
James and Jamie Oliver)

Kingham Farm August 28th to 30th.  A 
unique weekend celebration of music, food 
and fun for all the family, set on Alex’s 
idyllic Cotswolds farm.

Oxfordshire Cotswolds 
photographic competition

Open to all. Submit an image that 
encapsulates something special about 
the Oxfordshire Cotswolds.  For full 
details and online entry form visit www.
oxfordshirecotswolds.org/photos or contact 
Diane Blackwell: tel: 861553.  Tourism in 
the District is worth an estimated £273.8m 
to the local economy.

	 0	 .	 VILLAGE EVENTS 	 0	 .

2015 is the 150th 
anniversary of 

Alice’s Adventures 
in Wonderland.

Food ratings
Visit www.food.gov.uk/ratings to find eateries that meet the recommended food 

hygiene rating of three or above.  In West Oxfordshire, 774 food businesses, including 
restaurants, pubs, cafes and takeaways, meet this standard or higher.

www.charlbury.info/community/22
www.charlbury.info/community/22
www.charlbury.info/community/58
www.oxfordshirecotswolds.org/photos
www.oxfordshirecotswolds.org/photos
www.food.gov.uk/ratings
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VILLAGE HALL FINAL EVENTS

A fantastic series of events marking 
the closure of the Village Hall: something 
for everyone!

All tickets can be purchased from 
www.wegottickets.com (search for 
Finstock) or via email at morley.shaun@
gmail.com, or by calling 868134.

Saturday April 18th: Dominoes night 
at the Village Hall.  6.45pm, raffle, bar.  
All abilities welcome.  £3.50 to enter 
competition (no tickets).

Friday May 
22nd: The 
L e m p e n 
P u p p e t 
T h e a t r e 
C o mpa ny 
p r e s e n t s 
Little Frankenstein at 4.15pm, £8 adult, 
£4 children (under 12).  Semi-famous 
puppeteer Frank Stein has had enough 
with his badly made puppets.  He’ll never 
be really famous because his puppets 
keep falling apart! Taking inspiration 
from the scientist Dr.Frankenstein, and 
with the help of the audience he creates 
a new real live puppet that is destined 
to change this life forever! A treat not to 
be missed!  Little Frankenstein will tickle 
the imagination of everyone from 5 to 
105 years old.

Saturday May 23rd: Botanical illustration 
and painting workshop by Rosemary 
Wise.  A one-day workshop by the world 
renowned botanic illustrator and Finstock 
resident Rosemary Wise.

This is a fantastic opportunity for 
beginners or more experienced painters 
to gain tuition from Rosemary, who has 
been botanical artist for the department 
of Plant Sciences in Oxford University 
since 1965.  Described by The Linnean 
Society as ‘an incredible artist.’  All 
materials (paper, paint, petri dish, etc.) 
are provided, together with free tea, 
coffee, soft drinks and Ploughman’s 
lunch.  You need only bring several of 
your own paintbrushes (fairly fine) which 
are available from any craft shop or 
online, with a pencil, ruler and rubber.  
You may also bring your own flower or 
plant to paint, although some will be 
provided.  For 18’s and over (14 and 
over if accompanied by an adult).  Cost 
£35 [limited to 20 people].  All abilities 
welcome.

Tuesday May 26th: Sea Legs Theatre 
presents Little Bo Peep at 2.30pm, 
£8 adult, £5 
children (under 
12).  Little Bo 
Peep has lost 
her sheep and 
doesn’t know 
where to find 
t hem.   Her 
friend Little Boy Blue is doing his best 
to help find the woolly runaways but he 
keeps falling asleep.  Sing along to your 
favourite nursery rhymes and watch them 
come to life before your eyes.  Featuring 
magnificent puppets, fantastic scenery 
and, of course, lots of music and singing 
in a show especially created for children 
aged 2-7 years.

Finstock Village Music 
weekend May 28th-30th

Thursday May 28th: Community Singing 
workshop with Finstock resident Kath 
Lucas.  8pm, £2 entry.  Singing not 
only lifts our spirits, it has proven health 
benefits too.  Come and join your voices 
together in unison and harmony to find 
out!  Kath has been leading choirs and 
singing groups in the Oxfordshire area for 
15 years.  No experience required – all 
welcome.

Friday May 29th: Folk night, Fun and 
Ceilidh.  8pm, bar to 1am.  The Finstock 
Festival Band and friends warmly invite 
you to an evening of vocal harmonies 
and dance music; including the 
DellyWellyBoot Band, plus Balkan Beats 
disco.  Tickets £5.

Saturday May 30th: A fantastic day of 
music, dance, fun and entertainment for 
all the family.
1pm: Bring a picnic and enjoy the open 
air and fantastic location of Well Hill to 
the sound of Bletchington Silver Training 
Band, who will play in the newly repaired 
bower (free).  Bar open all day.
1pm-4pm: Printmaking workshop with 
Tony Lloyd of Charlbury at the Village 
Hall marquee.  (Free)

Adults and children welcome to 
work with a professional on printing 
images on paper.  See his work at www.
anthonylloyd.co.uk.

Willow worker Stuart Turner working 
with willow.

1.30pm-2.45pm: A variety of musical 
artists will perform at the bower.
2.55pm: Five minute talk on the history 
of Brass Bands in Oxfordshire – Village 
Hall (Free)
3pm: Bletchington Silver Band in concert 
in the hall (Free)
4.30pm: Finstock and Charlbury Morris, 
with other sides at The Plough (Free)
7.30pm: Jackie Oates (Entry £14).  Since 
being a finalist in the BBC Radio 2 Young 
Folk Awards 2003, she has performed 
extensively at festivals and venues across 
the country and beyond.  Described by 
The Guardian as ‘The new face of folk’ 
in 2012.  She appears just one month 
after the release of her new album, The 
Spyglass and the Herringbone.  A party 
atmosphere is guaranteed as Jackie will 
be the last ever to perform at the old 
Village Hall.
9.45pm: Farewell to the Hall party 
(Free) Toast a fond farewell with a full 
glass as the Hall holds its last event.   
There will be plenty of music and 
spontaneous fun.
The Hall closes for the last time at 
12.30am.

 Shaun Morley

The History of Cogges 
Manor House 

Walter de Grey, an Archbishop of 
York and a Chancellor of England, lived 
there and enlarged the house in the mid-
thirteenth century.

He was followed by the then Duke 
of Bedford, who bought the property in 
1445, and the then Duke of Norfolk, to 
whom it was sold in 1514. 

Twenty-six years later it was acquired 
by the Crown for royal stewards and in 
1545 it passed to Sir Thomas Pope, who 
founded Trinity College, Oxford.

London wool merchant Francis Blake 
bought the Manor House for £8,000 
in 1667 before it was sold in 1726 to 
Viscount Harcourt of Stanton Harcourt. 

The Mawle family then rented the 
property in 1877, bought it in 1922 and 
then sold it to the county council. 

The Manor House is now part of a 
working farm which operates as if it is in 
Victorian times. It is run by Oxfordshire 
County Council, who purchased it from 
the Mawle family in 1974.

 www.cogges.org

mailto:morley.shaun@gmail.com
mailto:morley.shaun@gmail.com
www.anthonylloyd.co.uk
www.anthonylloyd.co.uk


Andrew A.Adams
FCCA

Chartered Certified 
Accountant

Quality personal service for your

Accounting, Taxation and

Business needs

Competitive fees agreed in advance

Free initial meeting

 Telephone: 07790 854574
  01993 891280

Finstock 
cattery

Proprietors Julie & John Stoney

*LUXURY BOARDING

*SPACIOUS HEATED PENS

*PERSONAL CARE

*INSPECTION INVITED

8 Wards Lane, Finstock, Oxon OX7 3BP

Tel: 01993 868413

finstockcattery@aol.com
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A FAREWELL TO ARMS

This is my final missive in this august 
organ as District Councillor, as I am 
standing down at the next election in 
May.

My four years has seemingly 
disappeared rather quickly; but it has 
been interesting and rewarding if a tad 
frustrating at times.

My primary focus has been on 
resolving problems for individuals, 
which is in a way the most satisfying 
part of the work.

Secondly, I have concentrated on 
financial matters which best utilised 
my background in business.  I have 
served for the four years on the two key 
Scrutiny committees that have oversight 
of the financial affairs of the Council.  
This has been very rewarding as this is 
an area which is crucial to the setting 
of Council tax and the proper provision 
of services.  WODC have extremely 
robust financial controls and have 
ensured that the Tax has been frozen 
for the past five years.

Furthermore, service provision has 

been maintained and the Council has 
been sufficiently well financed to make 
a total contribution of over £100,000 to 
the development of our Village Hall in 
the way of grants and low interest loans.

Thirdly I have worked on the 
Environment Committee and have 
spent the majority of my time lobbying 
Thames Water who is renowned for the 
poor service in our area: the problems 
in Dark Lane are not an isolated case 
in our area.  At times, engaging with 
Thames Water is like tying down a 
wraith.  One day you make apparent 
progress, the next you seem to be back 
to square one.  But by co-ordinating 
efforts with the Parish Council progress 
has been made in improving Dark Lane.

I hope that the problems are solved.

Many thanks for 
electing me; it has 
been a pleasure to 
be part of the very 
dynamic group 
of people from 
Finstock who work 
so hard to make 
our community 
such a great place 
to be part of.

I am still here until May 6th, so call 
if you need anything.
Best wishes to all.

Hywel Davies
District Councillor

868004

THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Andy Compton 868271 Member
Sean Connolly 868561 Member
Nicky Higgins 868425 Proofing
Tony Hirtenstein 868600 Layout
Joy Murphy 868575 Editor

Joy.nick@gmail.com
Barbara Wells 868776 Distribution
John Wells 868776 Advertising

Photographs thanks to staff members and 
others.

Read the Finstock News online at sites.
google.com/site/finstocknewsonline; join 
the Finstock Yahoo group – groups.yahoo.
com/group/finstock; or write to us at 63 
High Street, Finstock Oxon OX7 3DA.

 – www.finstock.org.uk

Plan ahead – Know the deadlines
Issue Deadline
Feb/Mar First of January
April/May First of March
June/July First of May
August/September First of July
October/November First of September
December/January First of November

Please keep articles short.  As space 
is limited, the Editors reserve the 
right to shorten long pieces in the 

interest of balance.   Finstock News 
does not necessarily share the views 

expressed in readers’ letters.

Letter to the Editor
Green Banks Fields

Over the winter months I have been 
happy for many of you to roam freely 
over our field because most of the 
normal footpaths have been virtually 
impassable.

From April 1st would you please 
keep to the two public footpaths, the 
one from the main gate up on the right-
hand side, and the one across the top of 
the field.  Please do not walk across the 
middle of the field or round the other 
two sides, as it all needs to recover.

I would be grateful if you would also 
please collect your dog poo, as this is 
very detrimental to the quality of the 
hay.  There is a bin near the entrance 
to the field on the High Street.

Many thanks, Viv Wightman

No registration, no vote!
You must be on the electoral register 

to vote at the General and local 
elections on May 7th.

If you are not already on the register, 
you need to apply no later than April 
20th.

Applying online only takes a couple 
of minutes. Simply fill in your name, 
address, date of birth and a few other 
details. You’ll also need your National 
Insurance number. Visit www.gov.uk/
register-to-vote. Alternatively, phone 
WODC on 861410.

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://www.artweeks.org
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote


 Award winning decorators based in the heart of  
        West Oxfordshire.  
 
 A reputation for producing high quality workmanship. 
 
 First class customer service . 
 
 12 months guarantee on all our work. 

 

Why not give us a call today 
 Telephone : 01993 868540 

www.harrisandthompson.co.uk 
 

Harris  &  Thompson 
PAINTERS   AND   DECORATORS 

                   
 Interior & Exterior 

Painting 
 

Wallpapering 
 

Coving 
 

Interior Design 
Service 
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SMALL ADS
(All numbers start with 01993 unless otherwise stated)

Parties catered for, weddings, 
birthdays, suppers, etc.
Contact Marvina George Tel. 868190

Use the Village Hall for your next 
event.  Contact Sue Salter on 868647.

Line ads are charged at 20p per 
word, payment in advance.  
Please contact John Wells 
on 868776. We will no 

longer be accepting inserts 
for the newsletter.

Kings Cleaning Services (Est. 40 
years) Windows – gutters – UPVC 
frames – fascia – Specialist equipment 
for conservatories, including roofs.  Also 
domestic house cleaning. Fully insured.
Ring 882727 for a professional and 
reliable service.

FINSTOCK FESTIVAL
Friday June 19th 7pm-1am

Saturday June 20th 2pm-1am
We hope to see lots of people from 

the village supporting the Festival 
because without you the event will not 
continue.

This year we have booked the band 
Standard who tell us they will be ten 
strong.  Also we have Wood Green 
School Big Band for the Saturday night.

Booked for the Saturday afternoon 
are a magician, balloon artist, fun fair 
roundabout, bouncy castle, as well 
as our famous Finstock Bake Off, 
maypole, tug-of-war and various silly 
games.  A few more attractions are in 

the pipeline but not confirmed as yet.

On Friday we have some up-and-
coming bands and the ever popular 
Karen on the Disco.  If anyone has any 
spare time to help with erecting tents 
etc., we start Wednesday the 17th in 
the evening and all day on Thursday the 
18th and Friday the 19th.  We will also 
need help for the big clean up and pull 
down on Sunday the 21st.  Any help will 
be much appreciated.

Please make the effort to attend the 
Festival.  You cannot beat Live Music!

 Colin Stringfellow Chairman

The Great Finstock Bake Off is back for its third year at the 
Finstock Festival on Saturday June 20th. The competition is open to everyone 
with Sweet and Savoury categories for adults and children. All child entries 
will receive commendation certificates and a prize. Entry forms available at 

the Village Shop soon.

Toddler Group
This is probably the last time that we 

will be updating you on our antics from 
within the current Village Hall.  We will 
try and let everyone know where we 
will be moving to, as soon as it has been 
confirmed.

This term has been full of colour and 
fun at Toddler Group.  Numbers are 
higher than I ever remember seeing, the 
fun and noise emanating from the hall 
on a Wednesday morning is at its best 
and spring is most certainly in the air! 
We have been getting stuck in with lots 
of activities, from Easter Egg hunts and 
Daffodil Crafts to celebrating Mothers 
Day and Comic Relief.

If you would like to come and join 
us from the end of May onwards and 
have not heard where we are moving 
to, please do call Caroline on 868430.  
It is a fabulous group where everybody 
gets involved, whether it’s helping to 
open and set up, providing snacks, 
baking cakes or running the activity for 
the session; anyone that can, chips in 
and helps us out, which helps add to 
the variety and enjoyment of each and 
every session.  Come along and join us!

 Caroline

Birthday Girl
I want to thank all of my friends 

and relatives for cards, presents and 
presence who helped me celebrate my 
80th birthday recently.  I hope to see 
you all in ten years’ time!

 Eileen Dore

Artsweek.org

Running from May 2nd to the 25th.



Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL
SERVICES
Poor Reception Solved
Aerials repaired & supplied
TVs - Hung on your wall for you  
Also supplied & tuned
Extra TV Points
For aerial and Sky (In HD!)
Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV

A part of

Call Witney 
01993 608118
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COUNTRYSIDE CONSERVATION
 Music hath charms to soothe a savage breast,
 To soften rocks, or bend a knotted oak.  Congreve, The Mourning Bride, I, I

Wanted – Wildlife Sightings
Have you had any sightings of unusual or protected wildlife in the Wychwood 

area? In order to protect our biodiversity it is important to have a record of our 
local wildlife.  Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre (TVERC) has an 
online recording site, at www.sightings.tverc.org.  Once registered you can add 
single species records or species lists and it uses clever mapping technology to 
make it easy to find grid references.  You can either enter the grid reference and 
the map goes to the location or you can search for a place, zoom in, and click 
the map to produce a grid reference.  There are a multitude of online recording 
sites now, including iRecord and Living Record.  TVERC does collect records 
from these sites; so the key thing is not to enter records onto more than one site.  
 (Wychwood Project Forest Flyer)

Bin Collection dates
Waste collection calendars providing details of bin collection dates for West 

Oxfordshire are available to view on the District Council’s website, www.westoxon.
gov.uk.

Residents can get paper copies at the District Council’s Elmfield offices in Witney, 
the Town Centre Shop in Witney.  Or 
upon request by calling 861000.

The Footprint Label
This label signifies a low carbon 

footprint for a product reflecting the 
sustainability of the product: see 
carbontrust.com.  When a product 
displays the carbon reduction label, 
customers can be confident that its 
manufacturer has taken robust steps to 
understand a product’s carbon footprint 
and to reduce it year-on-year.

The cradle-to-grave concept looks at 
all the emissions associated with eating 
certain food products, from producing 
the raw materials on farms to processing, 
packaging and transportation, right 
through to when it is cooked and any 
waste that ends up in the bin afterwards.

Sustainable products should consider 
biodiversity loss, deforestation, water 
use, air pollution and the treatment of 
workers.

Products that could help cut your 
energy and water use: visit www.
savemoneycutcarbon.com.

Replacement for Dean 
Pit in the Local Plan

At the council meeting in February, 
I proposed an amendment to the 
West Oxfordshire Local Plan, stating 
that there is a recognised need for a 
household waste recycling centre for 
the northern part of District.  This 
was accepted.  This means that a 
replacement for Dean Pit is embodied 
in the Plan.  Now we need to make sure 
that it actually happens, and I will be 
working with officers on this over the 
next few months.  The Local Plan was 
approved by the full council and now 
goes forward to the inspector.  It is 
hoped that it will be finalised by May.

Liz Leffman
Liz.leffman@westoxon.gov.uk

Can you help 
Medical Detection 
Dogs save lives?

The charity Medical Detection Dogs 
is training dogs in the detection by scent 
of human diseases and life-threatening 
health conditions.  The Cancer Detection 
Dogs work on clinical trials with 
universities and health professionals in 
the early detection of cancer, publishing 
the results in scientific journals.  (For 
example our dogs are over 90% accurate 
in the early detection of prostate cancer.) 
If you would like to join our group 
or volunteer for even one event a 
year, please contact Heather Shute on 
831909 or write to oxon.supportgrp@
medicaldetectiondogs.org.uk.  Also, if 
you would like a speaker to come to 
your local group, please contact us.  
Visit www.medicaldetectiondogs.org.uk.

It takes glass one million years to 
decompose, which means it never 
wears out and can be recycled an 
infinite number of times!

Over a hundred 
wines available, 
many by the glass

THE ROYAL OAK
Ramsden OxOn OX7 3AU

TEL: 01993 868213
Your friendly

Village Inn, Restaurant,
Bar and Accommodation

As featured in the Good Pub Guide, 
Which Pub Guide, AA Good Pub 
Guide, Michelin Guide, The Good Beer 
Guide, the Good Pint Guide and the 
Real Ale Guide.

Register large 
electronic items

Information about the recall of large 
household items cannot reach you 
unless you have registered that item 
with the manufacturer.  Oxfordshire’s 
Fire and Rescue Service urges residents 
to register large appliances for this 
reason.  Visit registermyappliance.org.
uk.

Planning Applications 
near you

By signing up to the free service 
online at www.westoxon.gov.uk/
beintheknow, you can receive email 
notifications of planning applications 
registered within 500 metres of your 
home in West Oxfordshire.  Visit www.
westoxon.gov.uk/planning for further 
information or phone 861000.

www.westoxon.gov.uk
www.westoxon.gov.uk
www.savemoneycutcarbon.com
www.savemoneycutcarbon.com
oxon.supportgrp@medicaldetectiondogs.org.uk
oxon.supportgrp@medicaldetectiondogs.org.uk
www.medicaldetectiondogs.org.uk
registermyappliance.org.uk
registermyappliance.org.uk
www.westoxon.gov.uk/beintheknow
www.westoxon.gov.uk/beintheknow
www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning
www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning


01993 868333
www.theplough-inn.co.uk

Come & visit us, we’d love to see you.

Our Bar is open:
Mon: 6pm – close

Tues – Fri: 12 noon – 3pm & 6pm – close
Sat: 12 noon – close

Sun: 12 noon – 6.00pm

Our kitchen is open:
Tues – Sat

Lunch: 12 noon – 2.30pm
Dinner: 6.00pm – 9.00pm

Sunday Lunch: 12 noon – 4pm

Dog walking

Finstock resident

Dog home boarding

Small animal boarding

Cat home visits

Insured and police-checked
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Report from County Councillor, Cllr Rodney Rose

Budget
The Council budget was decided on 

February 17th at Full Council.  In line 
with the Government’s plans to reduce 
public spending to cut the national 
deficit, the County Council has made 
savings totalling £265 million.  With £20 
million of additional pressures coming 
from Adult and Children’s Services, the 
level of savings from 2010 to 2018 totals 
£285 million.

The capping limit on council 
tax increase for this year has been 
set at 1.99 per cent.  Although the 
government would prefer a freeze, I 
strongly support a 1.99% increase in the 
County Council part of council tax as 
this represents a £3.1 million increase 
to our revenue budget, which we either 
use for alleviating some of the cuts or to 
keep balances at a sensible level.

Area Steward Fund and 
Community Funds

I helped fund the purchase of a 
cooker for Finstock Village Hall with 
£825 from my Community Fund.

Unitary
Following Oxford City bid some 

months ago, Oxfordshire County 
Council commissioned Ernst & Young 
to look at the financial aspects which 
showed a £33M /pa savings from 1 
Unitary for the County of Oxfordshire.

Removal of CEO post
It was decided by Full Council in 

February to remove the post of CEO at 
Oxfordshire County Council, which it 
is estimated will save £218k from next 
year to help savings and lower cuts.

New governance arrangements will 
have to be put in place to cover the loss 
of this post, and I have been tasked with 
finding a model to do this.

UPSTARTS IN 
CLUBLAND

How long does it take for an ‘upstart’ 
to become accepted?  In the traditional 
wine world some time it seems.  They 
were complaining in ancient Rome 
about ‘upstart wines from Gaul’ 
depriving honest winegrowers of their 
livelihood.  The upstart wines referred 
to were Bordeaux and Burgundy.

In some places changes occur at 
glacial pace, in Clubland for example.

Clubland grew up in the 18th century 
around Pall Mall and St James’ in 
London.  This world of gruff old coves 
snoozing in wing chairs after lunches 
of dreadful food and excellent claret 
is familiar from the sparkling works of 
P.G.Wodehouse.

But surely these leather-upholstered 
watering holes, where newspapers 
were ironed, coins plunged into boiling 
water to disinfect them and waiters 
were all called by the same name to 
avoid confusion, are a thing of the past? 
Actually they still exist.

Clubland is now a comfortable 
dining place for the establishment.  
Judges, Cabinet Ministers, Bishops and 
occasionally Royalty, and they all have 
magnificent wine cellars.

The world wine market has changed 
radically in recent years.  The UK 
imports more wine that any other 
country.  France is still number one on 
the list, although Australia and Chile are 
now in the top five, reflecting the rise 
of New World wine.  So how has this 
affected Clubland?

A well-known London club held a 
tasting recently, because the Secretary 
had ‘received word that the 2004 
clarets might be ready to drink’.  He 
asked the wine committee to taste 
them along with some white Burgundy.

At the same meeting the committee 
reviewed wine sales over the previous 
eight months and uncovered a startling 
statistic.  In the period concerned, the 
number of bottles of New World wines 
sold was just one.

The member concerned will, I am 
sure, have been spoken to.

 Osiris

A very warm welcome awaits 
you at The Plough!

After our holiday break in Turkey, 
watch for the 
Istanbul Platter 
on our frequently 
changing menu.
Monday Bank 
Holidays open 
from noon till 

4pm for food and all day for the bar: 
April 6th plus Quiz Night; May 4th plus 
Quiz Night; May 25th.

Easter Sunday April 5th join us for a 
Sunday lunch!

Look out for our specials on the 
boards, but remember every Tuesday 
is two-for-one fish and chips, and every 
Thursday is our £30 for two steaks plus 
a bottle of wine.

The Plough Inn Finstock

2015: the 125th anniversary of the 
birth of Agatha Christie (1890-1976)

Cllr Rodney Rose, Deputy Leader, Oxfordshire CC
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FINSTOCK SCHOOL

After the excitement and excesses 
of Christmas, we started the New Year 
with a Healthy Schools Week! Children 
learned all about how to keep healthy, 
by thinking about ‘How their bodies 
work’, ‘What exercise they do and how 
this affects their body’ and ‘What they 
should eat to stay healthy’.  It was a really 
informative week; children and adults 
learned a lot.  All children went on a trip 
to Tesco in Abingdon, where they were 
able to see behind the scenes, plan their 
own menus and even ‘go shopping’ in 
the store.

Our overall theme for the Spring terms 
is ‘Time Travel’, with Oak class learning 
all about ‘Castles and Kings and Queens’, 
Beech Class learning about ‘Rivers and 
Bridges’, and Cedar class studying the 

‘Anglo Saxons’.  By linking 
the children’s learning 
to over-arching topics, it 
enables them to become 
fully immersed in the subject, 
to be excited about their 
learning and to make links 
between the subject s; 
ultimately, this means that 
they learn more and retain information 
better.  It has certainly meant that 
there are some exciting activities going 
on throughout the school, including a 
fantastic castle rôle play area, a collection 
of ‘Iron Bridge’ models and children 
dressed as Anglo-Saxons being taught 
how to do weaving and metal work.

Our Christian value for the month of 
January was ‘Appreciation’, giving the 
children the opportunity to think about 
and appreciate the world around them.  
This is not always easy when it is cold 
and wet; but as spring approaches it is 
great to see growth in the pots around 
school.  The school is also busy planning 
what to do with their new allotment: so 
look out for groups of children as they 
plan, plant and tend their crops over the 
coming months.  We are all very excited 
about the prospect of growing and eating 
our own food.  If there are any keen 
gardeners out there who think they can 

Friends of Finstock 
School (FoFS)

We Friends did our utmost to brighten 
up dreary February with the Finstock 
School Valentines disco on February 
13th. The children had a brilliant time 
grooving away to their favourite tunes 
and spending hard earned pocket money 
on sweets. Thanks to all the families 
who brought their children to join in 
the dancing. We also send an especially 
big thank you to Karen for putting on a 
fantastic disco which raised £144.70 for 
Finstock School.

Our next event was the Spanish quiz 
and stew night; an entertaining night for 
all. Home cooked Spanish chicken and 
chorizo stew was served. There was a 
great company of Finstock parents and 
villagers and friends; wine and beer 
were served and prizes won!  Finstock 
competitive juices were well and truly 
flowing!  Thanks to Paul Hodkinson who 
bravely took on the role of Head Chef for 
the evening, it was delicious. We raised 
£214.62 – not a bad result on our first 
venture into the quiz world.

Plans for the Friends of Finstock 
School ladies pamper evening are well 
underway.  Stallholders range from The 
Body Shop, Neal’s Yard, and Mary Kay 
plus handmade jewellery and crafts. 
Come along for a spot of relaxation, a 
hand massage or a well-earned treat. 
Save the date, Friday May 15th!

Coming up is our Chocolate Bingo 
night planned to be a fun event for all the 
family with sweet rewards! Put it in your 
diary all you chocolate lovers: April  24th.

Thanks again to all those who support 
Friends of Finstock School in fundraising 
for our fabulous school.

Rachel Shaw, FoFS Chair
rachelandwarren@warrenshaw.plus.

com

April Holiday: Monday March 30th to 
Friday April 10th
Term 5: Monday April 13th to Friday 
May 22nd
Late spring holiday: Monday May 25th 
to Friday May 29th

support us in any way, please let the 
school office know.

 Sue Dawe, Headteacher

Pub lunch with the school



FINSTOCK NEWS 6 X 9 CM

PELLMANS
Your Local Solicitors

• Business and Employment Law          

  Contracts, Legal Compliance and  

  Disputes                           

• Property                                                

  Buying and Selling Homes, 

  Commercial and Agricultural

• Divorce

   Finances, Children and Cohabitation    

   Disputes

• Wills, Probate and Trusts

   Tax Planning and Lasting Powers of 

   Attorney

01865 884400
 www.pellmans.co.uk

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Oxford OX29 4TB

Home visits and evening appointments available

Pellmans

CroCkford Builders
35 School Rd, Finstock, 

Oxon OX7 3DN

EST 1973
New builds, Extensions, 

Renovations,
Dry or mortar stone walling,

Groundwork, Hard landscaping,
Natural stone slate specialists,

Re-roofing,
General Maintenance.

All building work undertaken 
Domestic & Commercial

Call William on
01993 868617 OR 07817248329
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WHAT HAPPENED TO OUR SHOP? CHRIS DYER RESPONDS

Question one – What 
happened to suddenly 
cause the shop to be 

threatened with closure?
Nothing suddenly caused the shop 

to be threatened with closure.  The 
takings, and therefore the profits, have 
been going down for some considerable 
time.  Since 2006 the shop has only 
twice made an annual profit; in 2006 
and 2009.  It survived on money from 
the original grants that it received: 
but these have now been used.  Put 
simply, not enough people use the 
shop to make it a profitable business, 
which is why, I imagine, it was made 
a Community Interest Company (CIC) 
some years ago.  A CIC is a non-profit 
organisation (ours is limited by shares); 
so we only need to meet our costs and 
pay our two hardworking staff a living 
wage.  (Incidentally, they both work 
quite a lot of unpaid hours each week 
in overtime, just to keep the shop open.) 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Community_
interest_company.

Question two – What 
steps are the shop 

committee taking to 
ensure that this does 

not happen again?
Loren Townsend is working to post 

information about TVSA on the village 
website: www.finstock.org.uk.  Mo 
Townsend has now left for new pastures.  
The directors and customers alike were 
sad to see her go and we all wish her 
well.  Karen Williams has agreed to work 
forty hours per week and will run the 
Post Office and manage the shop.  Karen 
has been jointly managing the shop with 
Mo for some time now so it will not be 
such a steep learning curve.  We have 
also engaged a local bookkeeper who 
will manage our accounts.  She is doing 
an excellent job.

Question three – What 
changes will villagers 

see in the shop?
We are constantly looking at new 

products to stock but shelf space is a 
problem.  We try to stock the things that 
you regularly need; please ask if you do 

not see what you want and we will try 
to obtain it.  We continue to need more 
volunteers and the shop could open 
earlier and close later if we had more.  
If you volunteered for a couple of hours 
each week in the shop, that would help 
tremendously.  If you can use a mobile 
phone you can easily use the till.

Question four – Will 
advertising more 

broadly help to bring 
people into the shop?
Our advertising to date has mainly 

been through the articles that our 
managers have written for the Finstock 
News and the Ramsden newsletter.  
The recent Finstock News monetary 
contribution will give us an actual 
advertising budget.  We hope to raise 
our profile in the community.  That work 
plus an online presence should all help 
to encourage more business.  And watch 
for more promotions within the shop.

If everyone would spread a good 
word about the shop to friends and 
neighbours, that would also be very 
helpful.

Question five – Can you 
explain The 100 Club?
The 100 Club is at present propping 

up the shop.  Without this cash flow the 
shop would be in a much worse state.  If 
you feel you would like to join the 100 
Club, please pick up a form at The Shop.  
Your commitment of £8 per month 

provides you with a chance to win.  Four 
numbers are drawn each month for a 
£50 prize, and one person will receive 
£100.  That reflects £300 each month 
you could be better off.  You can sign up 
for more than one number.  The draw is 
held on the last Saturday of each month 
at 10:30am in the shop.

Question six – Does 
this current problem 
mean that the shop 

extension is now 
permanently on hold?
The shop extension is not permanently 

on hold.  Efforts are still being made to 
find ways to raise the money needed.

Shop opening hours:–
Weekdays 8-6

Saturdays 8-1
Sundays 9-11.30

Shop Telephone number – 
orderS Taken: 869096

The Finstock Post Office
You can do many things at the Finstock 

Post Office:
•	 Mail your letters and packages
•	 Pay the majority of your utility bills
•	 Access your bank account for a cash 

withdrawal
•	 Foreign exchange

The Post Office is open 9-1pm Monday 
to Friday.

 Karen Williams

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Community_interest_company
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Community_interest_company


N.RANDELL
HANDYMAN & HOME 

IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Electrical, Plumbing, Flooring, 
Decorating, Tiling, Woodwork

No job too small
All jobs considered

Locally based
Quality finish

For a free quote call
01993 868725
07717 878323

westoxhandyman@hotmail.co.uk

decORatOR & tRadesman 
- HOuse & HOme seRvices 

Painting and Decorating. 
Maintenance and Repairs. 

Help around the home. 

Reliable Local Tradesman. 

Richard Buck, Elbie House, 
East End, North 

Leigh, OX29 6PX 

Tel: 880166; Mob - 
07791 046583 

MARK BILLINGE
CHIMNEY SWEEP

For a clean and efficient service

 Tel.: 01367-243052
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FINSTOCK BROWNIES

We have two Brownies groups in 
Finstock which meet on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 6pm until 7.30pm.  
At present there are places in both the 
groups.  Our girls come from Hailey, 
Leafield, Witney and also Finstock and 
they are a lovely friendly bunch.

This term we attended our District 
Thinking Day event in February, which 
was a day when we remember all our 
sisters in other countries and take 
part in activities and challenges for all 
sections including Rainbows, Brownies, 
Guides and Senior Section.  We have 
also been finishing our challenges -- 
the Butterfly Challenge and the Owl 
Challenge in which we had a couple of 
open evenings where Chrissie’s Owls 
came to visit and we actually learned 
much about the rescue work that 
Chrissie does, which is very interesting.  
Also interesting to think she is only in 
Stonesfield.

Those people that use the Village 
Hall for various groups and events 
hopefully have enjoyed the butterfly 
and owl crafts with which we have 
decorated the hall.  At the end of May 

we will take everything down and take 
home our items.

In April we have a District Brownie 
Badge Day organized where the girls 
can gain up to eighteen badges in 
one day, which hopefully will interest 
quite a few and add even more badges 
to their growing collections on their 
uniforms.  Some girls already have 
a very impressive display of badges 
and it’s always great to be given the 
opportunity to gain those badges 
that can’t be done during our weekly 
meetings.

We haven’t been able to plan next 
term yet because we don’t quite know 
where we will be meeting once the 
Village Hall starts its rebuilding; but we 
are certainly hoping to stay as local as 
possible, and still be able to offer a vast 
and variable programme.  Hopefully, in 
the next newsletter we can keep you 
all updated.

Any questions or queries regarding 
Brownies, please do not hesitate to 
contact Caroline Booth on 07890 
629001 or email carolinebooth4@
gmail.com.

Cornbury Park
Saturday April 18th: we welcome 

the Monster Race back to Cornbury 
Park, a challenging run trail with 
swims, mud and obstacles – details and 
registration at www.monsterrace.co.uk.

May 22nd-27th: we are pleased 
to be hosting the Caravan Club’s 
‘National’.  The National is a highlight 
within the Club’s calendar with a 
host of family fun and entertainment.  
Daytime fun includes arena displays, 
workshops, trade stands and lots of 
outdoor activities, while evening acts 
include Bee Gees and Buddy Holly 
tribute acts.  Entry is via North Lodge 
and the event is open to day visitors 
from the local area with free entry after 
5pm.  For more information, visit www.
caravanclub.co.uk/thenational.

Looking ahead, we are delighted 
to welcome the Race for Life Pretty 
Muddy 5k on June 27th, organised by 
Cancer Research UK.  More details 
can be found at www.raceforlife.
cancerresearchuk.org.

The Wilderness Festival is returning 
to Cornbury Park on August 6th-9th.  
Tickets are available online and also 
from Charlbury Post Office where 
they can be bought without paying the 
online booking fees.  More details can 
be found at www.wildernessfestival.
com.

Several of the allotments on Ward’s 
Lane are still available.  Anyone 
interested should contac t Tony 
Crowther on 868834.

Follow us on Twitter @CornburyPark 
and at Facebook.com/CornburyPark, or 
get in touch by emailing us at: estate@
cpark.co.uk, or phoning 01608-811276.

There’s music in the sighing of a reed;
There’s music in the gushing of a rill;
There’s music in all things, if men had ears;
Their earth is but an echo of the spheres.

 Byron, Don Juan XV

Oxfordshire Museum, 
Woodstock

 Tel: 814103 
April events include Family fun drop-ins 
on the 2nd, 7th and 9th.
May 2nd-July 5th: Forged in Fire 
Oxfordshire metals through time.  An 
exciting exhibition bringing together 
many unique and unusual objects and 
telling of Oxfordshire’s metalworking 
past.

A nd  much  more;  v i s i t  t he 
website: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
oxfordshiremuseum.

carolinebooth4@gmail.com
carolinebooth4@gmail.com
www.caravanclub.co.uk/thenational
www.caravanclub.co.uk/thenational
www.raceforlife.cancerresearchuk.org
www.raceforlife.cancerresearchuk.org
mailto:estate%40cpark.co.uk?subject=
mailto:estate%40cpark.co.uk?subject=
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiremuseum
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiremuseum


NICOLA MORGAN DC MMCA
Registered Chiropractor – 

McTimoney Technique
Kimber Cottage, Holly Tree Cottages,
Woodstock Rd, Earls Lane,
Charlbury OX7 3ET Deddington OX15 0TQ

Tel: 07968-381335
I have almost 30 years’ experience in this 
gentle, effective manipulative therapy, which 
is suitable for many conditions and ages. I 
offer very flexible appointment times in two 
locations.
 See www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
Provider for BUPA, PPP, WPA and all major 
health insurance companies
Member of the General Council & Register 
for Chiropractors and the McTimoney 
Chiropractic Association.

We are going 
from strength to 

strength
Brand new classes and a great new timetable

there is no requirement to commit 
to a long term contract

We are open as follows:–

•	6.30am to 9.30pm, during the week and

•	7.30am to 7.30pm at the weekend.

full membership is available 
from just £31 per month!

(figure based on full dual membership)

For more details email
c.parsons@eynshamhall.com

or call 01993 885 207

WWW.eynshamhall.com
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FINSTOCK PRE-SCHOOL

Here we are at the end of term four, 
two-thirds through the school year 
already! The three children that started 
shortly after Christmas have all settled 
really well.  They happily come in to our 
room and confidently say goodbye to 
their parent/carer, knowing that they are 
safe with us, and that they will be seeing 
their nearest and dearest at the end of 
the session.

We have 
had fun times.  
Y o u  m a y 
r e m e m b e r 
b a c k  i n 
January we 
had a small 
sprinkling of 
s n ow  t ha t 
was actually 
enough to get 

sledges out and have some ‘snow time’ 
fun.  We have made love hearts and 
talked about caring about special friends.  
We have talked about the Chinese 
New Year and have made dragons.  We 
learned that a dragon was being mean to 
a village in China until they found out that 
the dragon was scared of the colour red 
and also loud noises.  This is why during 
the Chinese New Year Celebrations 
decorations are red and why dragons 
and monsters are paraded with everyone 
making lots of loud noise.

We celebrated World Book Day, we 
even managed to make a carrot cake 
on the ‘national carrot cake day’.  The 

carrot cake was very yummy, much to the 
staff’s surprise.  National breakfast week 
was very enjoyable, and we tried a few 
traditional breakfasts at snack time like 
porridge and scrambled eggs on toast.  
We joined Finstock School to meet Drago 
the friendly Dragon, and fire fighters 
who showed us around a fire engine 
and taught us all about smoke alarms!  
We pulled lots of funny faces for money, 
for Red Nose Day and donated money 
collected to Comic Relief.

Of course there were also lots of 
brilliant off the cuff moments where just 
one thing leads to another; one of the 
favourites being when we made kites out 
of vinyl gloves.

Towards the end of term our attention 
was drawn to Easter: learning about the 
beliefs that Easter is based on, Hot Cross 
buns and, for some reason, chocolate – 
emphasising the naughty but nice aspect 
to it!

Happy Easter everyone!
 Lesley Dore
Our opening hours are 8.45am to 12 

noon Monday to Friday.  We are situated 
at Finstock School, School Road, Finstock.  
For further information or to organise 
a visit, please contact Lesley Dore on 
0796-481-7165 or email woodpecker.
pre@outlook.com.  (Please look on 
the ‘OFSTED’ website for details of our 
excellent recent report or telephone 
Lesley and ask for a copy.)

First Responders
South Central Ambulance Service 

NHS Foundation Trusts Community 
First Responder Team remains active 
in Finstock and the local villages.  The 
Ambulance Service contacts us to respond 
to life threatening 999 emergency calls.

We hope that the support of the 
local volunteer team means that help 
reaches those unfortunately in need of 
our services as soon as possible.  As an 
example the chances of surviving a cardiac 
arrest decrease 14% per minute before 
defibrillation occurs, meaning that every 
minute counts.  The local presence and 
those few minutes can make a difference.

As usual we continue to ask for any 
unwanted new or used printer cartridges 
and mobile phones which we can recycle 
and adds to our fund raising.  Collection 
boxes are available in many locations 
including the village school, village shop 
and Charlbury doctors’ surgery.  If you 
would like any more information with 
regard to Community Responding visit 
www.southcentralambulance.nhs.uk.

 Sara

2015 is the 250th anniversary of the 
launch of Nelson’s Victory.

Oxfordshire Goes 
Wild at the Museum 
of Natural History  

Saturday 11th April 12 noon to 4pm
We have bats and owls, snakes and newts, 

beetles and worms, lots of bugs, even a 
crocodile! – but there is always room for more.  
We have Forest School, and ‘woody’ activities, 
pond dipping and feely boxes.  Contact: Cynth 
at cynth@wildoxfordshire.org.uk.

www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
www.southcentralambulance.nhs.uk


Hilltop Garden Centre, Witney Rd, Ramsden, Oxon, OX7 3AS  
Tel: 01993 868403  www.hilltopgc.co.uk
Open 9 - 5.30 Monday - Saturday, 10.30 - 4.30 Sunday. 
Our café closes half an hour before the garden centre.

HILLTOP GARDEN CENTRE
is a popular one-stop-shop for keen gardeners in Oxfordshire

Sets of all sizes to 

brighten up your 
outdoor space.

Play for up to two hours from 
just £2.50 per child*

*For Seasons Card Members. Join for FREE in-store.

Pizza Café serves homemade, 
cooked to order pizzas, snacks 
& drinks – hot, cold & shaken!

Relax in The Flower 
Pot Café, famous 
with locals for tasty 
breakfasts, lunches 
and home bakingTHE CAFÉ

THE SOFT PLAY BARN

Extensive plant range, 
seeds, tools, propagation, 
compost and gardening 
products.

PLANTS

YOU’LL FIND US  on the Witney Road between Charlbury and Witney.

FURNITURE
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SPRING

April is one of my favourite times in the garden with the increasing 
temperatures and more sunlight bringing forth an explosion of flowers.  I have 
a fondness for violets which appear in patches of colour amongst the primroses.  
The name violet is said to be from Via meaning wayside.  Viola odorata has a 
long and rather romantic history in European and Asian folklore: the ancient 
Greeks first used it to make perfume and the Romans to make wine.  Ancient 
Britons used it for cosmetics.  From the 16th Century, the violet’s use as a pain 
reliever was extensive, since it is among the few plants to contain salicylic acid, 
the chief ingredient in aspirin.  Medieval French troubadours used it to represent 
constancy in their tales of chivalrous love.  It has over 200 common names, 
such as Jack-jump-up-and-kiss-me.

I can remember them as a child, growing in the woods and hedgerows near 
my home and picking bunches of white and violet ones.  In the early 1870s near 
Clevedon, Somerset, a nurseryman, George Lee, decided to start growing violets 
on the warm southern slopes for sale.  He tried Parma violet plants which had 
the larger flower imported from France, but they did not thrive in our colder 
conditions so he tried Russian violets.  These were more robust and grew well 
and he was able to produce a large number of different varieties.  One of the 
seedlings appeared growing between two of the beds, which had larger and more 
beautiful flowers.  He sent a bunch to Queen Victoria and asked if he could call 
it Victoria Regina – to which she graciously agreed.  He sent her posies every week 
and the ‘Clevedon Violet’ (as it became known) was exported all over the world.

In Victorian times violets were very popular 
with ladies to adorn their hair and dresses, and 
the perfume was widely used.  In 1891 a big trade 
started in violets from Dawlish in Devon, sending 
violets to Covent Garden on a special “violet” 
train.  They mainly grew the large flowered, 
scented “Princess of Wales”.  In 1938 there were 
over two hundred acres of perfumed violets 
which brought tourists and employed hundreds of 
people.  The War hit English violet growers hard as 
land was requisitioned and transport restrictions 
on non-essential goods meant that violets became 
scarce: this killed the trade and it never recovered.

Rub thy face with violets and goat’s milk, and there is not a prince in the world who will not 
follow thee. (Old Gaelic beauty tip) Robert Bigwood

Join the Wychwood 
Project on a Sponsored 

Bluebell Walk in 
Cornbury Park

Sunday May 17th: Please support 
the Wychwood Project by taking part 
in a sponsored walk, raising funds to 
help conserve and restore the beautiful 
Wychwood habitats and landscape.

A stunning walk of either four or eight 
miles around Cornbury Park at the time 
of year when the bluebells should be 
in full bloom.  There is no entrance fee 
for participating.  This event is being 
organised by the Rotary Clubs of Witney 
and Burford and Windrush Valley, who 
have arranged all the permissions, will 
provide signage and marshals for the day.

Seventy-five per cent of the money 
you raise will come directly to the 
Wychwood Project, with the remaining 
twenty-five per cent to chosen Rotary 
Charities.  The start and finish point 
is Charlbury Railway Station car park.  
Walkers can start at any time between 
9am and noon.  Bottles of water will be 
available.  Walkers should bring their own 
snacks, sweets etc.

Call the Wychwood Project office to 
register your interest today, and receive 
more information, including a sponsorship 
form.  Tel: 01865-815423/815420, 
wychwood@oxfordshire.gov.uk.

The next Wychwood Forest Fair will 
be on Sunday September 6th, location 
to be confirmed.

Thames Valley 
Police Alerts

www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk and 
click on ‘Join’. You can contact us 
on the non-emergency number 101 
and ask for Chipping Norton, email 
chippingnortonhpt@thamesvalley.pnn.
police.uk or every Monday at The Corner 
House in Charlbury from noon to 3pm we 
have our TVP volunteer, Marion Franklin, 
who can put you in touch with the team 
directly or pass on any messages or 
concerns. Twitter @tvp_chippy.

mailto:wychwood@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:chippingnortonhpt@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
mailto:chippingnortonhpt@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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