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Brownies Celebrate 100 Years

The 1st and 2nd Finstock Brownie units joined with other 
Brownies to travel via a First Great Western train from Charlbury 
to Paddington, London.  Between Charlbury and Oxford they 
decorated the train with different posters, flags and bunting to 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Brownies.  The rest of 
the time they collected signatures from other Brownies.

At Paddington, the 572 Brownies flooded out of the train and 
onto the platform.  They were met by a group of photographers.  
As one Brownie said, “We were pinching each other to make 
sure that we were not dreaming!”

Feeling like celebrities now, they walked to Kensington 
Gardens and Palace where they stopped to eat lunch before 
touring the Palace.  The Brownies were able to dress up in 
period costumes and some wandered through the maze.  They 
saw a fantastic rôle play of Queen Caroline and climbed the 
King’s staircase; saw Diana’s dresses; a video about Queen 
Victoria and her Coronation; and they saw what George IV wore 
when he was married, his aftershave and his tongue scraper.

After the tour they walked back to Paddington station 
and caught the train home, removing all of the posters and 
decorations as they travelled.  At Oxford they dropped off 
432 Brownies before carrying on to Charlbury where the 
remaining Brownies and Leaders alighted.

The National Space Centre
In April, 108 Brownies 

and 30 Leaders took a two 
hour ride by double-decker 
coach to the National Space 
Centre in Leicester. They 
slept in the Space Centre 
under the stars, making one 
Brownie feel as though she 
was in space!

There was a copy of the 
module Columbus from the 
International Space Centre 
that you could walk inside.  
There were two full-sized 
rockets, called Able and 

Thor; and when you pressed a button that said “Do not Press!” 
it counted down and smoke came out!  If you wanted to go 
up a floor or to the top of the rocket you could go up in a glass 
lift or climb the 144 steps.

They watched a film about astronauts.  In the planetarium 
they learned about the night sky and how to recognize the 
different stars.  There was a Moon Walker ride and the 
Brownies built rockets made of paper and launched them with 
compressed air, participated in a quiz, balanced a marble in 
a pipe, and enjoyed many more games and a search of the 
museum.

Finstock Brownies meet in the Village Hall on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 6pm until 7.30pm.  Brownies are for girls aged 
between 7 and 11.  Contact Caroline Booth on 07890 629001 
or caroline0booth@btinternet.com to add your daughter to 
our units.

Finstock Rainbows meet in the Village Hall on Wednesdays 
from 4.45 until 5.45pm.

Rainbows are for girls aged between 5 and 7 and there 
are a few places available at Rainbows now as three girls have 
gone up to Brownies.  Please contact Amy Booth on 824190 
or ajb5@btinternet.com.

WWW.FINSTOCK.ORG.UK IS LIVE – visit us soon.

Finstock Village FestiVal Friday June 20th and saturday June 21st!
A Big reminder for Finstock Festival 2014.  Hope to see 

as many as possible from our village.  Plans are well under 
way so all should be good on the day.  Any help you can 
give on the Thursday and Friday to help put up the marquees 

and on the Sunday to dismantle everything would be much 
appreciated, so don’t be shy.

Great Weather — Great Festival
 Colin Stringfellow
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Pellmans
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PELLMANS
Your Local Solicitors

• Business and Employment Law          

  Contracts, Legal Compliance and  

  Disputes                           

• Property                                                

  Buying and Selling Homes, 

  Commercial and Agricultural

• Divorce

   Finances, Children and Cohabitation    

   Disputes

• Wills, Probate and Trusts

   Tax Planning and Lasting Powers of 

   Attorney

01865 884400
 www.pellmans.co.uk

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Oxford OX29 4TB

Home visits and evening appointments available
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Ladies, give us your support!

Give all your old bras a new lease of life and help raise money for breast cancer 
research.

Bring your unwanted bras to Joy Murphy at 63 High Street. Against Breast Cancer 
will receive a donation based on the weight of bras we collect – so every bra counts!

Finstock Local History Society

June 20th Village Walk David Clarke, Oxfordshire Building Record
A walk round the village starting at the Village Hall at 8pm with one or two 

interesting houses to visit and examine.
The History Society meets on the third Friday of the month at 8pm in the Village 

Hall, Finstock. Members free; non-members £2.50.

Bridewell Organic Gardens and Vineyard 
June 2014 – 20th Anniversary Year

Open Afternoons: Sunday June 8th; Sunday July 13th; Sunday August 17th 2-5pm
Teas, plants, stalls and Bridewell organic wine for sale.
Community Afternoons: Monday June 2nd; Wednesday July 9th; Thursday August 
7th; and Friday September 5th 2-4pm.  Refreshments available.

Bridewell is situated in Wilcote, between North Leigh and Finstock.  For information, 
telephone 864530 or 868313. www.bridewellorganicgardens.co.uk

oxFam Books and music Volunteers needed

Precious thing time – why not give some of yours and help to lift people out of 
poverty?

Oxfam Volunteers are needed to join our happy team in the Book and Music shop in 
Chipping Norton.  No retail experience necessary as full training will be given; many 
rôles are available from till operation and meeting customers to collecting donations 
and sorting stock; flexible hours and days.

Contact local shop manager Tony Cooper on 01608-644850 or email 
oxfamshopf3734@oxfam.org.uk for further details.

Toddlers

The days are getting longer and the weather improving, and all of us at Finstock 
Toddler Group have been trying to make the most of it.  We have celebrated May Day by 
making some beautiful garlands that the children wore with pride...  for a few seconds 
at least!  We have also reached and held a little party for our first year anniversary, 
celebrating the fact that we are still 
going strong.  The group is as big as 
ever and the lovely village community 
spirit brings us all back week after 
week.

C o m i n g  u p: we are all greatly 
looking forward to decorating some 
cakes for The Great F instock Bake 
Off, being held on Saturday June 21st, 
so fingers crossed for some winning 
entries there!

As ever, please do come along if you are at a loose end on a Wednesday morning 
and have a 0-4 year old.  Our lovely home-baked cakes are still produced each week 
(for adult consumption only, of course!) and the children have a great variety of snacks.  
The activities are planned carefully based on the time of year and special events and 
the much loved music time continues to deafen us all!

For any further information, please call Caroline on 868430.

Friday June 6th D-Day 70th anniversary service — 11am Finstock War Memorial
Kickboxing India Thompson

A former Finstock schoolgirl, India 
Thompson, has been selected for the ICO 
England kickboxing team to compete in 
the World Championships in Tuscany, 
Italy from October 28th to November 
3rd.  India, now 11, has been learning 
the martial art for only 15 months but 
has collected seven trophies in that time.

India trains most nights at Windrush 
Kickboxing Club, Witney, where she is 
coached by former British, European 
and world champion Chris Hoyles.  She 
recently picked up sponsorship from 
Brewers Decorating Merchants, A40 Van 
Sales, Formec Ground Work and Harris 
& Thompson Decorators.



Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL
SERVICES
Poor Reception Solved
Aerials repaired & supplied
TVs - Hung on your wall for you  
Also supplied & tuned
Extra TV Points
For aerial and Sky (In HD!)
Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV

A part of

Call Witney 
01993 608118
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FINSTOCK VILLAGE HALL

The process has begun to raise the 
third element of funding for our Village 
Hall regeneration with our first major 
grant application being submitted to 
WODC.  We feel our application for 
£50,000 is a strong one; we will hear 
the outcome in July.  Work is progressing 
on several other grant applications to 
support the first two strands of Parish 
Council funding and fundraising, which 
will contribute £100,000 towards the 
overall cost.  We also await the outcome 
of the planning application with WODC.  
The Village Hall now has a full-premises 
alcohol licence for events and hiring.  The 
Trustees have reviewed hire charges and 
will maintain them at a very low rate.  
There is no intention to raise the cost 
of hiring fees with our new hall as we 
encourage increased usage.

Our fundraising continues at a pace 
with some great events.  Monthly quizzes 
at the Plough are very enjoyable and 
in March we had a packed hall of 90 
people for a fantastic folk night where all 
the performers gave their time for free.  
In April, even that figure was surpassed 
with 100 attending to see Graeme 
Garden.  These two events raised over 
£500 each for the Village Hall, and by 
the time Finstock News goes to print we 
will have had a successful Arts and Crafts 
Exhibition and Sale in May.

Our Village Hall walkway – engraved 
sponsored bricks footpath/patio for the 
new hall – has been very well supported 
with numerous families and businesses 
contributing £30 to have their names 
associated with the hall for many years 
to come.  If you have not signed up yet, 

The most pressing jobs for the Parish 
Council at this time of the year are the 
‘house-keeping’ issues of keeping under 
control the various grassy and wooded 
areas that belong to the Village, together 
with the upkeep of the Village’s other 
assets, like the playground, playing field, 
sports pavilion and the Village Hall.  An 
important ‘new’ job has been applying 
for planning permission to rebuild the 
Village Hall and applying for a large 
WODC grant to assist paying for it.

Looking forward, we are starting 
to explore the likely impacts, shown 
from the most recent census, of our 

forms are available at the Village Hall, 
from Mike Woodfield or Shaun Morley, 
or e-mail Shaun at morley.shaun@gmail.
com.

June will be another busy month.  All 
England football matches at the World 
Cup will be shown live on an enormous 
screen in the Village Hall (with a bar, of 
course); all ages welcome.  We just ask 
for a £2 donation per person towards the 
hall: no need to book.  Other matches 
may be shown if there is demand, so 
watch out for the publicity.  We hope 
to have a high presence at the Finstock 
Festival June 21st to answer any questions 
and promote the facility.  And finally, I 
cannot forget the second annual Great 
Finstock Bake-off, organised by Caroline 
and Rhyanne with all proceeds going to 
the hall; get your entry forms in – I have!

 Shaun Morley
Notes from the Parish Council

ageing population: what will this mean 
for the housing, schooling, and other 
infrastructural needs of the village? 
What actions could or should we take to 
prepare for that?  One of the questions 
that arises is, for instance, how we might 
attract younger families to the village.  
These are important questions that will 
affect us all and in the coming months the 
PC would like to hear your views.

After the monthly Parish Council 
meeting in April we held the Annual 
Parish meeting.  These is the occasion 
when you are able to meet, hear reports 
from, and question your councillors at 

County, District, and Parish level on 
the issues that they have dealt with 
over the past year, such as managing 
public services within an increasingly 
constrained budget, combating the 
dangers of flooding, fighting for local 
recycling centre and much more.  There 
were also reports from the Parochial 
Church Council, Village Hall Committee, 
and the School Governors: in short 
updates on the state of health of all the 
facilities we rely on, though perhaps we 
take them for granted!

 Mike Woodfield

morley.shaun@gmail.com
morley.shaun@gmail.com


01993 868333
www.theplough-inn.co.uk

Come & visit us, we’d love to see you.

Our Bar is open:
Mon: 6pm – close

Tues – Fri: 12 noon – 3pm & 6pm – close
Sat: 12 noon – close

Sun: 12 noon – 6.00pm

Our kitchen is open:
Tues – Sat

Lunch: 12 noon – 2.30pm
Dinner: 6.00pm – 9.00pm

Sunday Lunch: 12 noon – 4pm

THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Andy Compton 868271 Member
Sean Connolly 868561 Member
Nicky Higgins 868425 Proofing
Tony Hirtenstein 868600 Layout
Joy Murphy 868575 Editor

Joy.nick@gmail.com
Barbara Wells 868776 Distribution
John Wells 868776 Advertising

Photographs thanks to staff members and 
others.

Read the Finstock News online at sites.
google.com/site/finstocknewsonline; join 
the Finstock Yahoo group – groups.yahoo.
com/group/finstock; or write to us at 63 
High Street, Finstock Oxon OX7 3DA.

 – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finstock

Plan ahead – Know the deadlines
Issue Deadline
Feb/Mar First of January
April/May First of March
June/July First of May
August/September First of July
October/November First of September
December/January First of November

Please keep articles short.  As space 
is limited, the Editors reserve the 
right to shorten long pieces in the 

interest of balance.   Finstock News 
does not necessarily share the views 

expressed in readers’ letters.

MARK BILLINGE
CHIMNEY SWEEP

For a clean and efficient service

 Tel.: 01367-243052

WARNING ABOUT RAISINS AND DOGS

Andrew A.Adams
FCCA

Chartered Certified 
Accountant

Quality personal service for your

Accounting, Taxation and

Business needs

Competitive fees agreed in advance

Free initial meeting

 Telephone: 07790 854574
  01993 891280

4

Just in case you didn’t know!
Late one Thursday evening, at 11.15pm, 

I found an empty packet of raisins – the 
lunch-box size with about 80 raisins in, on 
the floor.  I panicked slightly as I had been 
told that six grapes could kill a dog, so 
what would 80 raisins do? It was too late 
to call my boys, so I raced down to the 
computer and googled ‘dog eats raisins’.  
What came up was terrifying – ‘must be 
made sick immediately’, ‘no hope if over 
two hours since eating them’ etc.

I quickly telephoned the Emergency 
Vets in Woodstock, who asked the time 
lapse, etc.; they then said they would 
call the Toxicology Hospital in London.  
They called back and said ‘get here 
stat!’ [immediately] so I raced over to 
Woodstock.  It was after midnight by 
this time and as I drove into the Vet’s 
car park a vet and a nurse were actually 
waiting outside.  They raced to the car, 
opened the door, grabbed Barney and 
stuck a needle in the back of his neck and 

asked me to wait for him to start vomiting.  
Meanwhile they explained that he would 
vomit for about 25 minutes.  They would 
then take a sample of blood to test for 
toxins, etc., and put up an intravenous 
transfusion which MUST be kept going for 
48 hours to try to flush the toxins from his 
system and feed him charcoal.  They said 
it is the kidneys that get affected and if 
they do there is no hope.  The transfusion 
would be discontinued at midnight on 
Saturday, and he would have another 
blood test on Monday.

It was a very worrying few days but 
thankfully, because he had had his meal 
at 9pm before finding the raisins, Barney 
had not ingested much of the toxins.  
After all that treatment he was unwell 
for about three weeks but then fully 
recovered.

Unfortunately, I had discontinued his 
Pet Insurance last June because there 
were so many exclusions; so it turned 
out to be a very expensive box of raisins!

 Viv Wightman

The Plough Inn Finstock
A very warm welcome awaits you at 

The Plough!

Curry night Wednesday June 11th 
£12.50 per person; must book.

DTour Thursday June 12th 8.30pm
A variety of music on a selection 

of instruments, folk, jazz, bluegrass, 
pop and old time on guitar, banjo 
and mandolin.  Original music plus 
an entertaining set of tunes you know 
and some you don’t, plus some you 
thought you knew but perhaps not 
quite our way.

Aunt Sally night open to all on 
Monday June 16th.

To celebrate our first anniversary at 
the pub, please join us for a party on 
Friday July 11th from 7pm with free 
Prosecco and canapés while they last.

We hope to get a cribbage team 
together for the new session starting at 
the end of August on Monday nights.  
If you are interested please call Kate 
at the pub.

Quiz nights, serving drinks only, to 
raise funds for rebuilding the Village 
Hall, will continue on the first Monday 
of each month.  Tuesday is two-for-the–
price-of-one fish and chip meals.  Our 
monthly themed nights will continue; 
book early.

The garden is open for food and 
drinks.  Join us soon!

Ready Reference Note: Scouting
Andy Compton

comptona@btinternet.com
Assistant Group Scout Leader, 1st 

North Leigh

15th annual Wychwood Forest Fair 
Sunday September 7th

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://www.artweeks.org
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SMALL ADS
(All numbers start with 01993 unless otherwise stated)

Fixed price PC help to your door.
Computer, laptop and tablet repair and 
support from £29.90. Windows, Apple 
and Android. Call Charlie 891072 or 
07581-368311.
Email: charlie@pc-wise.co.uk. Visit www.
pc-wise.co.uk.
Fully insured and guaranteed.

Line ads are charged at 20p per word, payment in advance.  
Please contact: John Wells on 868776. We will no longer be accepting inserts for the newsletter.

Use the Village Hall for your next 
event.  Contact Sue Salter on 868647.
Evenlode Environmental
Environmental solutions for your home 
and business.
For further information:–
W: evenlodeenvironmentalconsultancy.
co.uk
E: evenlodeenvironmental@hotmail.co.uk
T: 07812-406827

Kings Cleaning Services (Est. 40 
years) Windows – gutters – UPVC 
frames – fascia – Specialist equipment 
for conservatories, including roofs.  Also 
domestic house cleaning. Fully insured.
Ring 882727 for a professional and 
reliable service.
Parties catered for, weddings, 
birthdays, suppers, etc.
Contact Marvina George Tel. 868190

1st North Leigh Scout Group

Two New Sections so we can’t Duck Fundraising
1st North Leigh is growing at a rapid 

rate.  When I joined in November all the 
sections were full and the waiting list for 
the Beaver section numbered near 30.  
A second Beaver colony was already 
in the pipeline and it was important to 
push this through as quickly as possible.  
Two new Leaders were found and with 
the support of parent helpers it was 
opened in February.  Beavers is a fun 
and exciting introduction to scouting 
for children aged 5 ½ to 8 years with a 
mix of different activities ranging from 
simple crafts to understanding and 
using a map and compass.  They also 
learn and understand basic cooking 
skills and fire lighting along with caring 
for nature and the environment through 

exploration and science experiments.  
All this is done in a fun and friendly 
way.  There are plenty of opportunities 
for them to meet other Beaver Scouts 
at regular District, county and National 
Fun Days, where the importance of 
making new friends from all walks of 
life is taught.

Cubs are the next stage with 
children aged from 8 to 10½.  Their 
activities are similar to those they can 
experience in scouts and the children 
are encouraged to push their barriers 
as they are introduced to the more 
serious activities such as kayaking and 
climbing.  Cubs are not restricted by 
the nights they can sleep away from 
home so camping becomes part and 
parcel of the programme plans.  As 
well as the normal sleeping under 
canvas and at residential centres, the 
cubs will experience life on board a 
ship when they go to London to spend 
time aboard HMS Belfast on a Kip in 
a Ship weekend.  With the expansion 
of Beavers, Cubs is getting to a critical 
stage and desperately needs to open 
a new section, despite our best efforts 
we are yet to secure a new leadership 
team so it is unlikely it will open before 
the summer break.

Scouts are also at capacity on 
Thursday Nights so a new section has 
opened on a Tuesday night which I 
will lead with another experienced 
scouter.  My assistant comes with 25 
years in scouting from Cubs through to 

leadership.  He is a qualified kayaking 
and climbing instructor as well as 
a county adult training advisor and 
permit assessor for both camping and 
climbing.  He joins us just in time to 
help us prepare for next summer’s 
expedition to Snowdonia.  The two 
troops will work together sharing the 
same programme but the styles in 
delivering this will be different and 
individual to the leaders.

With such rapid growth comes the 
burden of funding.  Our biggest fund 
raiser, the annual Duck Race, will be 
held on or around June 29th on the 
river between East End and Combe.  
It will be on a Sunday and as well as 
betting on a few Ducks to win there 
will be fun for all the family as well as 
a beer tent and barbecue.

1st North Leigh is open to members 
outside of the village; however priority 
for places will go to those that live there.  
We are always looking for adult help 
and are keen for committee members 
especially those that have a good 
knowledge of fundraising and obtaining 
grants for youth organisations.

If you can help or require further 
information please contact me at 
comptona@btinternet.com.

Andy Compton
Assistant Group Scout Leader 1st 

North Leigh Scout Group.

www.pc-wise.co.uk
www.pc-wise.co.uk
evenlodeenvironmentalconsultancy.co.uk
evenlodeenvironmentalconsultancy.co.uk


Finstock 
cattery

Proprietors Julie & John Stoney

*LUXURY BOARDING

*SPACIOUS HEATED PENS

*PERSONAL CARE

*INSPECTION INVITED

8 Wards Lane, Finstock, Oxon OX7 3BP

Tel: 01993 868413

finstockcattery@aol.com
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COUNTRYSIDE CONSERVATION
 The human spirit needs places where nature has not been rearranged by the hand of man. Author unknown

WODC Replacement black boxes or nets for lids
www.westoxon.gov.uk/residents/bins-recycling/black-box-recycling/

Know your plastics
WODC collects and recycles the following plastics from your black box: 

plastic bottles such as drink, shampoo and cleaning products; plastic tubs and 
pots such as margarine tubs, yoghurt pots, plant pots; and plastic food trays 
such as meat and biscuit trays.

In a separate plastic bag in your box please put Flyaway plastics such as 
carrier bags, polythene, bubble wrap, cling film, compost bags, small clear food 
packaging such as fruit, salad and sandwich bags.

What we do not collect: frozen food bags, sweet wrappers, crisp packets, 
plastic film such as tops of ready meals, drink straws, black sacks, polystyrene, 
animal feed bags, plastic cutlery or cups, electrical conduit, hard plastic such 
as CD/DVD/video cases, buckets, garden furniture, toys, pipes, fittings, lunch 
boxes or bins.

You can sign up online for email alerts about bin collection days and service 
changes, such as weather disruptions or Bank Holidays: www.westoxon.gov.
uk/waste.

Charlbury Farmers’ Market
held quarterly on the Playing Close between 9am and 1pm.
Dates for 2014: Saturday June 14th; Saturday September 13th; and Saturday 
December 13th.

Bulk Oil Buying Scheme
This can save you money on the cost of your heating oil.  Membership for 

individuals is £24 per year, which entitles members to as many orders as they 
wish during the year.  The bulk order is placed once a month and generally saves 
members about 5p per litre based on the average price at the time of ordering.  
To find out more contact Felicity Mockford on 01865-733214, look at ORCC’s 
website or email oil@oxonrcc.org.uk. ORCC

Oxfordshire Amphibian and Reptile Group (OxARG) is compiling 
an atlas of amphibians and reptiles in Oxfordshire to support the conservation of 
these animals in our county.  We are interested in all sightings in Oxfordshire; 
all records are welcome.  Please submit your records online via the record pool 
(www.recordpool.org.uk), or email them to: info@Oxfordshire-ARG.org.uk.
 (ONCF bulletin)

Harcourt Arboretum, part 
of the University of Oxford Botanic 
Garden, is hosting a Sylva Trail from 
April until the end of November as 
part of celebrations, occurring in 
gardens and arboreta throughout the 
UK and Ireland, to mark the 350th 
anniversary of John Evelyn’s Sylva, 
and the publication of a contemporary 
version The New Sylva.  Read more at 
www.harcourt-arboretum.ox.ac.uk.  
 ONCF bulletin

Discover your countryside
The CPRE website has many 

interesting suggestions for a day out.  
 tinyurl.com/kqrr22o

A Sting in the Tale by David Goulson 
(Vintage £8.99) is a book about bees.

Arts and Crafts 
Exhibition and Sale

This event was a success raising 
£753.84.  The Village Hall was 
beautifully transformed by the 
nine major exhibitors of paintings, 
drawings, silver jewellery, cards, 
cushions, pottery and knitwear.  The 
addition of lovely cupcakes by two 
exhibitors provided a tasty treat to 
follow home-made sandwiches, cake, 
biscuits, bags of grapes, teas, coffees 
and a bar.

The Wilderness tickets were won 
by Anthony Powers; the meal at The 
Plough was won by Janet Schofield; 
Karen Williams won the Jenifer Wates 
painting and Kay Connolly won the 
Rosemary Wise painting; Zander from 
Air Med won the tickets to Cotswold 
Wildlife; Michelle Greenwald won 
the Hilltop Garden Centre voucher 
and Paul Brand won the voucher from 
Rapture.

Our thanks go to Ruth Nissim for all 
her hard work organizing the arts and 
crafts participants and so much more; 
Rosemary Wise for developing the 
event; and Peter, Viv, Mo, Kay, Mary 
and Nick who all helped make this 
event a big success.  The Village Hall 
Regeneration Fund was given £703.84 
and the Shop £50.

Thinks: IFF only...
If the Scots can have it, why not

Independence For Finstock??
Remember to vote when the time comes...

www.westoxon.gov.uk/waste
www.westoxon.gov.uk/waste
info@Oxfordshire-ARG.org.uk
www.harcourt-arboretum.ox.ac.uk


Telephone : 01993 868540 / 01608 811484 
www.harrisandthompson.co.uk 

Harris & Thompson 
PAINTERS   AND   DECORATORS 

 

Harris & Thompson is the premier Painting and 
Decorating company based in the heart of the 
Cotswolds.  
We have a reputation for producing and delivering 
exciting and high quality workmanship. 
Whether its a small room or commercial Property 
or even a country home, Harris & Thompson Are 
first choice for all your decorating needs. 
We offer a 12 months guarantee on all our work. 
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THE SHOP
It’s summer and we hope that June 

and July are wonderfully sunny and warm 
and everybody who wants to can enjoy 
themselves out of doors.  Barbecues are 
definitely popular at this time of year 
and we can supply you with delicious 
sausages, burgers, steaks and chicken 
from Patrick Strainge in Bampton; 
also salad ingredients, 
ready-made salads, 
chutneys, potatoes and 
bread.

We still have our 
great selec t ion of 
wines, beers and cider 
from Bennett’s, plus the various different 
everyday wines that John sources for us.

Our lovely things from Upton Smokery 
are still selling well.  Drop in for smoked 
chicken, kippers, salmon and bacon; of 
course, we always have mustards from 
Shaken Oak, jams and marmalades from 
Maggie and delicious yoghurts from 
Woodlands Farm.

Thank you all so much for continuing 
to support our Food Bank so generously 
and we must not forget to thank our 
volunteers without whom the Shop could 
not exist.  Please do consider devoting a 
couple of hours a week to helping in the 
Shop.  We would particularly like to thank 
two new recruits who joined us recently.

We hope that Sue 
will soon be back, but 
until she is, we will 
continue to close at 5:30 
on Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday.

We hope to see you 
in the Shop soon.  If you haven’t already 
dropped in please come and have a look 
at what we can offer.

Last but not least, come to pick up 
your entry form for the Great Finstock 
Bake Off, which will be judged on 
Saturday June 21st in the School Hall.

 Mo

Shop opening hours:–
Weekdays 8-6
Saturdays 8-1
Sundays 9-11.30

Shop Telephone number – 
orderS Taken: 869096

Food Bank
We are sorry that the need for the 

Food Bank continues but grateful for 
the generosity of Finstock people to 
those who are struggling.  Donations 
to the box in the shop are taken to a 
central store in Bicester.  Then they 
are distributed through a voucher 
scheme to those in need.  Vouchers for 
this village are held by the Vicar, Paul 
Mansell (868687); other enquiries to 
Barbara Pensom (868774.)

 BP

Our 100 Club which will raise funds 
for the Shop extension was launched 
successfully, with the first draws in April 
and May, so a good many of you will 
already be winners!

The April draw £100 winner was 
Roger Pensom.  The £30 voucher for 
a dinner for two at the Plough was 
won by Roy and Julia Noble.  In the 
subsequent Saturday draw the four 
£50 winners were Grant Gibson, 
Lorraine McCallum, Richard Devereaux 
Mattingley and Joanna Checkley.

More draws every month so if you 
haven’t already joined now is the time – 
it costs just £8 a month to get a chance 
to win.  Come into the Shop for more 
information.

The Shop 100 Club

Our Village Post 
Office is open 9am-

1pm Monday to Friday
It is a very quiet time in the Post Office 

at the moment; so I just wanted to remind 
you that as well as all your postal services 
you can also do most of your banking 
and withdraw cash from our Post Office, 
saving all that time travelling into Witney!

There is also a new Track and Signed 
for service for some International 
destinations.  This service allows you to 
fully track your parcel from this country 
straight through to the signature obtained 
at its destination, previously the parcel 
could only be tracked to the point of 
departure in this country.

Don’t forget to use your local Post 
Office as much as possible to ensure its 
future. Karen Williams

Tel: 0845 458 2980  
Mobile: 07976 261850

Email: tctrees@btinternet.com  
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery 
company with the 

integrity you can trust.
All combined aspects of Arboriculture

ChoC Films
Sunday June 8th About Time  – a 
Richard Curtis film.
Sunday July 13th Blue Jasmine  – 
Woody Allen’s gripping take on Greek 
tragedy

Tickets: £5, 12-15’s £3
See www.chocfilms.info

We never really grow up, we 
only learn how to act in public.



Decorator & traDesman 
- House & Home services 

Painting and Decorating. 
Maintenance and Repairs. 

Help around the home. 

Reliable Local Tradesman. 

Richard Buck, Elbie House, 
East End, North 

Leigh, OX29 6PX 

Tel: 880166; Mob - 
07791 046583 

NICOLA MORGAN DC MMCA
Registered Chiropractor – 

McTimoney Technique
Kimber Cottage, Holly Tree Cottages,
Woodstock Rd, Earls Lane,
Charlbury OX7 3ET Deddington OX15 0TQ

Tel: 07968-381335
I have almost 30 years’ experience in this 
gentle, effective manipulative therapy, which 
is suitable for many conditions and ages. I 
offer very flexible appointment times in two 
locations.
 See www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
Provider for BUPA, PPP, WPA and all major 
health insurance companies
Member of the General Council & Register 
for Chiropractors and the McTimoney 
Chiropractic Association.
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Finstock School
Our Maypole group danced at 

Finstock Legends in late May, and will 
dance at the School Fête on June 7th 
and at the Ramsden Garden Party on 
June 14th.

Sports Day will be held on June 6th 
and the end of term celebrations on the 
evening of July 15th where Clare Pike and 
Cedar Class will be entertaining us with 
a Dr Who spoof.  Do join us if you can; 
ring Lynn to book your seats.  This will 
be Clare’s last production and last term, 
as she is taking up the deputy headship 
at Queen’s Dyke School in Witney.  I am 
sure that all who know Clare will wish her 
well and thank her for her fine teaching 
and care of those in her charge.

We are looking forward to visiting 
Cornbury Park’s Estate Day, where pupils 
will have the opportunity to see first-
hand what goes in to managing a large 
country house and grounds.  I should 
like to thank Lord and Lady Rotherwick 
for their continued support in providing 
us with a designated area for our forest 
school activity.

As I am retiring in July, this will be 
my last contribution to the newsletter.  I 
have very much enjoyed being involved 
in the community and leading our 
wonderful school and I will take many 
fond memories with me.  I am sure that 
the new head teacher, Mrs.Sue Dawe, 
will be a great leader and become as 
proud of The School as I am.

A big thank you from me for all the 
warmth, friendship and support you have 
given to me over the years.  The School 
is in a good place, with extremely hard 
working and committed staff, governors, 
parents, friends and volunteers.  And 
those children are really special!

Best Wishes, Jean Roden HT

Term 6 Monday June 2nd to Friday July 
18th

- INSET day Monday July 21st
- INSET day Tuesday July 22nd

When was the last time 
you were interviewed for 
a new job?  For many of 
us, the experience may 
have been a series of 
tough questions in a one-
on-one interview.  But in 
the world of education, 
it’s rather different.  At 
the end of March, the 
short-listed candidates for 
the Headship position at 
Finstock C of E Primary School enjoyed 
a series of challenges over a very long 
day to determine who would take on the 
leadership from next autumn.  Leading an 
assembly, providing an incisive analysis of 
school data, observing a lesson and giving 
feedback, presenting their own vision of 
leadership, as well as being quizzed by 
the pupils are all part of the selection 
process designed to choose the very best.

We have a few events that will have 
already come and gone by the time you 
read this but FoFS has been busy over the 
last two months.

The children enjoyed their Easter 
Disco at the school raising £109.  FoFS 
collaborated with local charity Rosy for 
the Cornbury Car Boot Sale where we 
ran a cake stall.  We were also involved 
with the Cycle Leafield Challenge where 
our children were encouraged to enter 
and obtain sponsorship to ride bikes or 

scooters around a track at the Caterham 
premises in Leafield.  The money raised 
by our children then went straight to the 
school.  June 7th is the School Summer 
Fête, so keep a look out for the posters 
advertising what’s going on there.

The Pamper Evening has been 
postponed but will hopefully be going 
ahead later in the year.

Thank you to everyone who supports 
us. FoFS

Friends of Finstock School (FoFS)

new head teacher For Finstock school

That successful candidate 
can now be confirmed 
as Sue Dawe, who will 
move from her current 
position of Deputy Head 
at Wychwood School to 
take the reins from Jean 
Roden this summer.  Sue, 
who brings with her a first 
class honours degree as 
well as service with the 
Royal Air Force; and she 

is already well known in Oxfordshire 
education for her innovative work in 
engaging children in learning, promoting 
technology, and advising other schools 
on improvement of standards.  She lives 
close by in North Leigh, where her own 
children have grown up.  We have no 
doubt that she will take us on to achieve 
our vision of Finstock School providing 
truly spectacular education.

www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk


Dog walking

Finstock resident

Dog home boarding

Small animal boarding

Cat home visits

Insured and police-checked

crockFord Builders
35 School Rd, Finstock, 

Oxon OX7 3DN

EST 1973
New builds, Extensions, 

Renovations,
Dry or mortar stone walling,

Groundwork, Hard landscaping,
Natural stone slate specialists,

Re-roofing,
General Maintenance.

All building work undertaken 
Domestic & Commercial

Call William on
01993 868617 OR 07817248329
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WOODPECKERS PRE-SCHOOL

Firstly another GREAT BIG thank you 
to Finstock Community Projects for the 
wonderful donation of the sum of £200!

We are now into our second term of 
operating our ‘in the moment’ planning, 
and we are still very pleased with the 
outcomes.  The children are being 
imaginative, they are learning to co-
operate and have even been negotiating 
with each other with regards to who’s 
going to be who’ in their role play.  
They are designing, drawing, writing, 
constructing and being interested in 
their environment.  There have been 
times when we have been amazed at 
what the children have been up to, 
the conversations and the wonderful 
directions that can ping-off from a chance 
remark or opportunity.  We have still got 
fine tuning to do, but we feel confident 
that children are accessing all areas of the 
curriculum; we just want to make their 
experiences even better.

As some of you may remember in the 
past we have sent out questionnaires 
regarding what provision parents and 
carers in our area would like Woodpecker 
Pre-school to provide.  We have asked: -

Would you like your child to start at 
the age of 2?

How many sessions would you need 
for your child?
•	 Would you like the choice of 

afternoon sessions?
•	 Would you like provision to 3pm or 

later than this?

We would like to be able to provide a 
service that meets the needs of all parents 
and carers.  We already know that a few 
parents would like all of these services, 
and as we cannot provide them, have to 
make alternative arrangements for their 
child’s care early years education and 
development.

So please could you let us know 
what you want.  We need to hear from 
parents and carers of babies and children 
of all ages, new-born to pre-school age.  
Also from parents and carers who have 
sent their children elsewhere, and their 
children are older now.  This information 
will allow us to understand what your 
individual needs are (or were) so that 
Woodpecker Pre-school can build up a 
more accurate picture of the feasibility 
to amend some or all of these services.  
Please email woodpecker.pre@outlook.
com and remember to include your 
child’s date of birth.

Many thanks,
 Lesley Dore

Our opening hours are 8.45am  to 
12 noon, Monday to Friday, and we 
are situated at Finstock School, School 
Road, Finstock.  For further information, 
or to organise a visit, please, contact 
Lesley Dore 0796-481-7165 or email 
woodpecker.pre@outlook.com.  (Please 
look on the ‘OFSTED’ website for 
details of our excellent recent report or 
telephone Lesley and ask for a copy.)

Black Magic
The vineyards of Cahors, located 

on the river Lot, east of Bordeaux, 
were amongst the first planted in 
France by the Roman Emperors.  The 
Malbec grape originated here.  It has 
traditionally produced rustic wines of 
great character that are deep, dark, 
austere and strong.  Cahors reds are 
known as ‘the black wine’..

But Cahors has a problem.  The 
wines now represent a style which is 
unloved by the market, and its staple 
grape Malbec now has another home: in 
Argentina, where it does spectacularly 
well.  So well that Argentina now has 
almost three-quarters of the world’s 
Malbec plantings.  The Argentinian 
Malbec is typically fruit-driven, aromatic 
and has been accurately described as ‘a 
big bear hug of a wine’.

French winemakers are trying to 
regain lost ground.  New vineyard 
regimes that harvest riper grapes 
with less strident tannins have been 
introduced.  Cahors wines are now 
softer, more subtle and approachable 
than before, with a complexity that is 
absent from the Argentinian Malbecs.  A 
definite improvement, but is it enough 
to spark a renaissance?  Perhaps, if 
the winemakers can capitalise on the 
findings of recent research into “The 
French Paradox” by Professor Roger 
Corder.

For years the lower incidence of 
heart disease in France has been a 
puzzle.  The region of Gers has the 
longest life expectancy in France.  From 
this region come the wines of Madiran, 
Cahors, Bergerac and Saint-Mont.  All 
are made with a high percentage of 
either Tannat or Malbec grapes, which 
have twice as many antioxidants as 
Cabernet Sauvignon and four times 
that of Merlot.  These people drink 
plenty while eating lots of saturated 
animal fats and foie gras.  Professor 
Corder’s findings are that these wines 
effectively protect the consumer from 
cardiovascular disease.

Drink up that Cahors – it will do 
you good!

 Osiris

Charlbury’s Riverside 
Festival July 26th and 27th

www.riversidefestival.charlbury.com



THE WHITE HORSE
THE RIDINGS – STONESFIELD

Freehouse & Restaurant

Closed – Monday
Tuesday-Thursday – 5.00 Close
Friday – 12.00-3.00; 5.00-11.00

Saturday – 12.00-3.00; 6.00-11.00
Sunday – 12.00-3.00

Tasty Home cooked food
Real Ale and Fine Wines - 

Pretty Beer Garden
White Horse Live every 2nd Wednesday. 
Acousticana every 1st & 3rd Wednesday

Now serving lunch Friday, Saturday & Sunday
Dinner available Friday & Saturday

Barn & Skittle Alley available for Hire

For reservations and enquiries please phone
Angela or John on 01993 891063

Elbie House Bed & 
Breakfast Accommodation

Four Star Silver Award

Lovely ensuite rooms to 
accommodate your visiting 

friends or family. 

Mandy Buck, East End, 
North Leigh OX29 6PX 

www.cotswoldbreak.co.uk;  
mandy@cotswoldbreak.co.uk       

Tel: 880166; Mob - 07791241905
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OUR VOLUNTEERS ARE PRICELESS

It was Winston Churchill who wrote 
that “We make a living by what we do, 
but we make a life by what we give”. 
Finstock can be rightly proud of the 
progress our wonderful school is making 
towards achieving its vision of “providing 
spectacular education”, but what does it 
take to add that extra sparkle?

If you visit the school you may well 
be struck by the small groups of children 
talking earnestly with an adult. Our 
volunteers are at work, giving selflessly of 
their time and talents, and opening up new 
learning possibilities for those they meet.

Barbara Pensom has been volunteering 
at Finstock School since the late 1980s. 
These days she also administers the Gilbert 
Phelps annual prize for literacy. She talks 
of encouraging the love of reading and 
writing in her work with children, but also 
simply offering them the benefit of having 
a conversation with an adult.

Those sessions don’t replace the work 

of the teacher, but instead add what 
Julia Read, a more recent addition to the 
team, calls “broader experiences; new 
possibilities”, and with this close personal 
attention, many of the children are able to 
make spectacular leaps in their progress 
with reading and writing.

But volunteers bring many, many talents 
besides nurturing a love of reading. Jill 

Dyer works with small groups at lunchtime 
to help discover the delights of sewing and 
embroidery, skills which busy parents may 
not have time for today, and which children 
may only know from their grandparents. 
Jill believes that the experience of children 
working with volunteers results in greater 
connectivity across all age groups in our 
community, a view reinforced by Head 
Teacher Jean Roden, who summarises 
the value volunteers bring: “Children 
realise they are valued by members of the 
community, and the community is able to 
more closely feel part of the School”.

Anne Maclennan is rightly proud of 
the Library she has helped to create at 
the school, ensuring the shelves are well 
stocked, and children are introduced to 
new books they will enjoy. The book 
reports they produce help others in turn 
to discover new delights. The library has 
also been recently redecorated thanks to 
the support of Friends of Finstock School 
(FOFS), and will shortly see a plaque 
unveiled in memory of Celia Garrick, who 
supported the school over many years.

Every school assembly is celebrated 
with song, thanks to Roger Pensom’s 
masterful piano playing. Sonia Gore has 
taught countless girls, and boys too, to 

knit and explore other arts and crafts. 
Nicky Higgins and Elizabeth Bigwood 
are others who take time with groups, 
and Rob Symonds’ work with the older 

children has enabled the school to field 
hockey teams for girls and boys, as well 
as improving orienteering. More than 
just a ramble across fields, beneath the 
fun there is valuable learning to be had: 
map-reading, mathematical challenges in 
calculating distance and bearings, and a 
close connection with our local geography.

So here’s to our volunteers, and to that 
extra sparkle they bring to our school, 
adding to the great work that Jean and her 
staff do every week in helping our children 
grow. Maybe you have skills of your own 
that could create a new opportunity to 
learn and have fun, and at the same time 
bring the school and community even 
closer?  Just call in to the school office 
and talk with us. Our volunteers are not 
paid, not because they are worthless, but 
because they are priceless!

Community First 
Responders

We cover the local villages responding 
to 999 emergency calls but only when 
sent by the ambulance service.  The 
support of the local volunteer team 
should mean that help reaches those in 
need of our services as soon as possible.  
We will be at several village events over 
the summer and hope to see you there.  
Come over and find out more about 
what we do.

We continue to ask for any unwanted 
new or used printer cartridges and 
mobile phones which we can recycle 
and add to our fund raising.  Collection 
boxes are available in many locations 
including the village school, village 
shop and Charlbury doctors surgery.  
If you have any questions please 
do not hesitate to contact me via 
saraanscombe@btopenworld.com.

 Sara Anscombe

mandy@cotswoldbreak.co.uk
saraanscombe@btopenworld.com


N.RANDELL
HANDYMAN & HOME 

IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Electrical, Plumbing, Flooring, 
Decorating, Tiling, Woodwork

No job too small
All jobs considered

Locally based
Quality finish

For a free quote call
01993 868725
07717 878323

westoxhandyman@hotmail.co.uk

At Eynsham Hall Health & Fitness Club, it is 
our objective to welcome our members into an 

environment of informality and relaxation. 

Our membership packages are designed with 
flexibility in mind for our members. There is 

not a requirement to commit towards 
a long term contract.

We are open between the hours of 6:30am to 
9:30pm,during the week and from 7:30am to 

7:30pm at the weekend.

Full Membership is available
 from just £34.50 per month! 

(figure based on full dual membership)

FOR MORE DETAILS OR TO RESERVE 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP,

PLEASE CALL 01993 885 207 
OR EMAIL: FITNESS@EYNSHAMHALL.COM

WWW.EYNSHAMHALL.COM

THIS YEAR, 
BE A NAME, 
NOT A NUMBER
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REPORT FROM YOUR 
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

A famous philosopher once defined 
politics very simply if crudely as a matter 
of answering two questions: ‘Who gets 
what’ and ‘Says who’.  Explicit in these 
two questions is the concept of conflict 
between those who want X and others 
who do not want X.  Elected politicians 
are the ‘Says who’ in this conflict of 
interests.  So how do these conflicts 
become resolved?

In  t he  UK ,  p o l i t i c i an s  ge t 
democratically elected by the majority 
of those eligible, those ‘who want to get 
what’.  The elected are the ‘says who’.  
So how do decisions in favour of one 
interest group and against another get 
decided?

In our area, the Conservative run 
District Council has a number of tools 
in deciding.

The first is a simple over-arching 
objective ‘to make West Oxfordshire 
the best place to live, work and visit’.  
A tad hyperbolic and overblown the 
cynic might say.

However, I have found it a very 
useful lodestar in reaching a view and 
very practical and useful actions have 
flown from a clear appreciation of the 
objective.

For our area to be great place to 
live we need clean streets, efficient 
rubbish collection and a dedication to 
our immediate environment.  We must 
build the necessary amount of housing 

both private and social.  We need to 
ensure that the utility companies fulfil 
their duties, most particularly Thames 
Water.  We need to support and fund 
community projects.  The list goes on 
and on.

We  mu s t  b u i l d  a  m o d e r n 
infras t ruc ture; hence the huge 
investment in high speed broadband 
that is now under way to attract 
business that will provide permanent, 
well paid jobs.  We must continue our 
free parking policy to support of local 
centres and the retailers and markets 
that trade there.

Finally the tourist trade is estimated 
to bring over £200 million of income to 
the area every year.  Why do so many 
tourists want to come here? They want 
to come because it is simply one of the 
one most beautiful areas of the country.  
Truly we live in an area of outstanding 
natural beauty.  We should work very 
hard to keep it that way.

So the ‘Says who’ have guiding 
principles to decide ‘who get’s what’.  
We will never all agree that every 
decision made is the correct one but 
at least we can be reassured that these 
decisions are made for reasons that 
we believe to be in the best long term 
interests of us all.

Hywel Davies
District Councillor

Contact me on 868004

News from the 
Cornbury Park Team

The Wilderness Festival takes place 
in Cornbury Park from August 7th-
10th, and OX7 residents have snapped 
up the substantially discounted tickets 
for locals which have been on sale this 
spring.  These special tickets are now 
sold out, but you may well discover 
opportunities to win tickets in local 
raffles and prize draws.  Further details 
and tickets at: www.wildernessfestival.
com.

This year’s tree planting on the 
Cornbury Estate is complete, with 
most of the new trees – oak, thorn 
and others – at Ranger’s Lodge.  The 
new grain barn at Smallstones is nearly 
ready; this will greatly reduce farm 
vehicle movements on the Charlbury to 
Burford road between Smallstones and 
Kingstanding.  The walling maintenance 
continues in the park and a further 
stretch of dry stone walling at Ranger’s 
Lodge on the Charlbury to Burford road 
begins in June; this new wall will be set 
further back from the sharp bend to 
improve visibility and safety for drivers.

Once again we’d like to remind 
you that while you are most welcome 
to walk on the official footpath along 
the perimeter fence connecting North 
Lodge to Southill, do be alert to 
potential wildlife hazards such as bees, 
snakes and deer.  Please stick to the 
paths and keep well away from the river 
and the grazing stock – for your safety 
and theirs – and please do keep your 
dogs on leads.  A reminder too that the 
permissive cycle route which follows 
the same path is open from spring 
until October every year; but there is 
no public access to the deer park for 
cars, walkers, runners or cyclists, except 
during special events.

Finally, several of the allotments 
on Ward’s Lane are still available.  
Anyone interested should contact Tony 
Crowther on 868834.

Follow us on Twitter @CornburyPark 
and at Facebook.com/CornburyPark, 
or get in touch by emailing us at: 
estate@cpark.co.uk, phoning on 
01608-811276, or signing up for alerts 
at www.cornburypark.co.uk.

www.wildernessfestival.com
www.wildernessfestival.com
estate@cpark.co.uk


Hilltop Garden Centre, Witney Rd, Ramsden, Oxon, OX7 3AS  
Tel: 01993 868403  www.hilltopgc.co.uk
Open 9 - 5.30 Monday - Saturday, 10.30 - 4.30 Sunday. 
Our café closes half an hour before the garden centre.

hilltop garden centre
is a popular one-stop-shop for keen gardeners in Oxfordshire

With over 
2,500 products 
in our Crafts 
department

CRAFTS

Children can play on our 
outdoor Fort and wander 
around the nature trail

Relax in The Flower 
Pot Café, famous 
with locals for tasty 
breakfasts, lunches 
and home bakingTHe CAFé

CHildRen

YOu’ll Find uS  on the Witney Road between Charlbury and Witney.

extensive plant range, 
gardening products, 
inspirational home  
and gift ideas

PlAnTS
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EARLY SUMMER GARDEN

The June garden shows a rich range 
of flower colour, attracting hosts of 
insects: various kinds of butterflies, 
bees and hoverflies collecting the 
pollen and nectar.  Single forms of the 
various flowers provide the best food 
source for these insects, and the seed 
produced attracts finches, which jump 
in a comic fashion to catch hanging 
seeds.

The garden stream and ponds 
provide constant changing interest, 
sparkling water supporting a range 
of exotic coloured water lilies, and 
sweetly scented white flowering water 
hawthorn; hostas, irises and a host of 
Asiatic primulas with a bright palette 
of coloured flowers all summer.  Hardy 
insectivorous plants also enjoy the 
damp conditions at the pond margins 
and reduce the numbers of midges.  
Colourful dragonflies and damselflies 
dart about consuming vast numbers 
of midge and mosquito.  Newts, 
toads and frogs also enjoy these tasty 
morsels and consume many slugs and 
snails.  The animal population of the 
pond provide a constant interest in the 
garden, from the early arrival of the 
frogs and newts to spawn, the toads 
arriving later, the large numbers of 
tadpoles, pond skaters, the nymph 
stages of the dragonflies and whirligig 
beetles to name just a few.

One of my favourite trees in the 
garden, which provides interest all 
year, is the coral bark (Acer Sango 
kaku); its delicate branches shine red 

in the sunshine with small yellow pink 
edged leaves, and hanging reddish 
orange clusters of flowers with yellow 
anthers.  Later the leaves become lime 
green, and in the autumn the leaves 
turn gold with hanging red winged 
fruits.

I ntensive 
selection and 
breeding of 
Acers for over 
3 0 0  y e a r s 
by Japanese 

horticulturists have produced a 
vast range of sizes and leaf forms.  
Introduced into this country in 1832 
by J.R.Reeves, were an instant success 
as focal points in the great English 
gardens.  Once planted, they require 
little attention, and provide dappled 
shade and a display throughout the 
year, ending with the rich reds, oranges 
and golds in autumn.  The green forms 
can take full sunshine and produce 
the best autumn colour, while the red 
leaf forms favour light shade for part 
of the day to avoid burning.  All forms 
are very tolerant to soil types and grow 
best in glades, avoiding exposed windy 
conditions.

Batsford Arboretum is a good 
place for Acer and pond walks, and has 
a good restaurant.

Bourton House Garden is well 
worth a visit, at the same time, for 
unusual plants.

 Robert Bigwood

Common Agricultural 
Policy: the new 
CAP schemes

This document (tinyurl.com/
mox8fef) provides an overview of 
what the new Common Agricultural 
Policy schemes will mean in England.
 ONCF bulletin

40% increase in 
Oxfordshire’s housing in 
17 years concerns CPRE

This will be impossible to achieve 
without a serious negative impact on 
our rural landscape and communities.  
That’s why CPRE is fighting hard to 
challenge the figure of 100,000 new 
houses proposed by the Oxfordshire 
Strategic Housing Market Assessment 
(SHMA).  See our local plans: tinyurl.
com/naaab8q.

Things you can do to help protect 
rural Oxfordshire:–
• Contact your District Councillor 

and tell them the SHMA figures 
are unsound, unachievable and 
unwanted.  (tinyurl.com/pd9jyk5)

• Write to Deputy PM Nick Clegg 
(tinyurl.com/n5db8oe) and ask 
for a public consultation on the 
Oxfordshire Strategic Economic 
Plan which is driving these figures.
 ONCF bulletin

Liz Leffman reports:
The recent application for the solar 

farm at Southill was supported by a 
large number of local residents. At 
the time of writing, the Uplands Area 
Planning Committee has yet to meet 
to decide whether it can go ahead or 
not, but it has been recommended for 
refusal by planning officers. This was 
very disappointing to the team that put 
the proposals together as a great deal 
of work went into engaging with the 
community and ensuring that visibility 
of the site would be minimal, so that 
the landscape, which we all care about, 
would be protected. It is to be hoped 
that if councillors do refuse permission 
on this occasion, modified plans can 
be submitted. If so they will have my 
personal support.

 Liz Leffman
 District Councillor

tinyurl.com/mox8fef
tinyurl.com/mox8fef
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