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This is the time of year when plans are being laid to raise funds, educate children and fix existing problems on 
our roads. The Finstock Festival committee are already working to bring us the best Festival ever. The Toddlers, 
Pre-school and School reports will inform you about our village children. Rodney Rose reports on new road 

construction plans and Hywel Davies and Liz Leffman discuss the future of our village in the context of new homes. 
The Village Hall committee has performed such sterling work that we have nearly finished with our fundraising. Our 
gardening expert reminds us that we will soon see flowers in the garden. And on this page we salute the unsung heroes 
who make all of these things happen – the volunteers in village life. Enjoy the read.

Finstock Brownies

Unsung heroes  of village life
The unsung heroes of village life are all volunteers. The Finstock News Editorial 

Committee and distributors, FoFS, the Finstock Festival organisers, personnel at 
our Shop, the village website, the Poppy Appeal and War Memorial workers, 
School readers and helpers and so many more ordinary people giving their time 
to make village life better for everyone.

Jean Vick, who died recently, was such a person. She sat on the Finstock News 
Editorial Committee when it first began and after stepping down, continued to 
deliver the newsletters along the Main Road. She worked with us at the start of 
the Finstock Recycling Group, joined the Garden Lovers Group and sat on the 
Shop committee, not to mention her long involvement with the Finstock WI, 
where she once served as President. She was a self-effacing supporter of all 
things Finstock throughout her long life. I for one will miss her and her wealth 
of knowledge.

Finstock Festival 2015
We held our AGM on December 8th. After some jostling we managed to 

secure the officer roles, which are: I, Colin stringfellow, as Chairman assisted 
by Pete Welply; Julie Stringfellow as Treasurer; Lesley Dore as Secretary assisted 
by Ruth Nissim. Our committee is complete for another year.

The dates for the 2015 Festival have been decided and will be Friday June 
19th and Saturday June 20th. Get them in your diaries.

Here is a brief outline of the 2013 and 2014 profits and how the money was 
spent. In 2013 the festival made £2005. The committee decided to give the main 
share of the profits (£1000) to the Village Hall with Finstock School receiving 
£200 and Pre-school £200. The remainder was held back as reserve towards 
replacing the scout tents.

The profits for 2014 were £1990. It 
was decided at the AGM to hold this 
money to purchase the new tents we 
require. Any monies left over will be 
distributed to village groups.

Looking forward to Finstock Festival 
2015, I am pleased to confirm Wood 
Green School Big Band for part of 
the Saturday Night entertainment. 
This was given a welcome plug as 
they announced at the Wood Green 
Christmas Concert they would be 
playing Finstock Festival. Some 500+ 
people were at the school. We have 
yet to book a big rock band for the 
Saturday evening but have a few 
possibilities to look at. We are planning 
to spend more this year on the right 
band.

Dates for future meetings will 
be posted on the Finstock Village 
Facebook page. Anyone who may 
be interested in joining our group in 
any capacity large or small would 
be very welcome. My contact details 
are colinstringfellow@btinternet.com  
Tel: 868215 Mob 07768 080994.

FINSTOCK  
FESTIVAL  

June 19th and 20th

Colin Stringfellow - Chairman

Finstock News Editorial Staff in 2002 Live Fruit Machine with Jean, Kitty and 
Elizabeth
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0       .       VILLAGE EVENTS        0       .

Finstock Local History 
Society

Friday February 20th Dr Andrew 
Sargent (author, formerly with English 
Heritage): The Prehistory of the Upper 
Thames. The talk will span 500,000 
years of unwritten history in the valley 
of the Upper Thames and its tributaries.

Friday March 20th Stephen Barker: 
Oxfordshire – the Home Front 1914 
– 1918. Stephen will explore the 
impact of the war on the towns and 
countryside.

The History Society meets on the 
third Friday of the month at 8pm in the 
Village Hall, Finstock. Members free; 
non-members £2.50.

Ladies, give us your support!

Give all your unwanted old bras a 
new lease of life and help raise money 
for breast cancer research. Bring them 
to Joy Murphy at 63 High Street. 
Against Breast Cancer will receive a 
donation based on the weight of bras 
we collect, so every bra counts!

Charlbury Society

Friday February 13th Martin 
Greenwood: The Role of the Country 
Carrier.

Friday March 13th Conrad Keating: 
Great Medical Discoveries: 800 years 
of Oxford Innovation.

Both meetings are held in the 
Memorial Hall, Charlbury at 8pm. 
Refreshments 7.30pm. All welcome. 
Visitors £3, students free.

The Tate archive is now online: 
www.tate.org.uk/research/archive

North Leigh History Society

February 3rd Professor Gregory 
Stores: Charles Dickens: Social 
Reformer and Medical Observer.

March 3rd Carol Anderson: Glove 
making in West Oxfordshire.

Both meetings are at 7.30pm in 
North Leigh Memorial Hall. Members 
free, visitors £2.50. Further details from 
Diana Power 882301.

Finstock Poppy Appeal

The Poppy Appeal collectors did 
an excellent job. Thank you! The total 
raised in Finstock was: Poppy Appeal 
for 2014 - £792.12 and the Poppy 
Appeal for 2013 - £722.83.

There was also a £100 donation 
made in both 2013 and in 2014, 
bringing the grand totals to £822.83 
for 2013, and £892.12 for 2014. This 
shows an increase for 2014 of £69.29.

Frank Schofield

Ramsden Royal British 
Legion 2014 Poppy Appeal

A grand total of £1,410.69 was raised 
which will help the Royal British Legion 
to provide care and support for serving 
and ex members of the Armed forces 
and their families.

A big thank you to everybody 
for helping make this year’s Poppy 
Appeal the highest total raised to 
date. Thanks also to The Royal Oak 
and Hilltop Garden Centre for their 
continued support and the Church of 
St James for the collection during the 
Remembrance Service.

Steve Maclennan 
Secretary and Vice Chairman

The Oxfordshire Museum

Park Street, Woodstock Tel: 811456;  
w w w . o x f o r d s h i r e . g o v . u k /
oxfordshiremuseum.

Saturday February 14th Nina 
Edwards Dressed for War. Revealing 
details of what people wore whether 
uniform, or through enforced culture of 
‘make do and mend’ or haute couture. 
Time: 3pm; Ticket £7 available from 
the museum Tel: 814106.

Stagecoach Gold service – SW1 
a new weekend service that departs 
twice a day linking Carterton and 
Witney to London for £18 return, 
two children (between 5 and 15) are 
free when accompanying a paying 
adult. Discounts available for those 
over 60, students with photo IDs 
and young persons aged 16 – 26. 
www.stagecoachbus.com/SW1.

The Plough Inn Finstock

A very warm welcome awaits you 
at The Plough!

We had an excellent holiday season 
at The Plough and wish to continue that 
goodwill by continuing to offer the two 
for the price of one fish and chip meal 
every Tuesday at lunch and dinner. 
Check the signs in front of the pub for 
a special Valentine’s dinner for two.

We continue with Steak Night - two 
steaks plus a bottle of wine for £30 - 
every Thursday at lunch and dinner.

We continue to hold a Quiz night on 
the first Monday of each month raising 
funds for the new Village Hall. The bar 
only will be open from 6pm.

The Plough is open Tuesday through 
Friday from 12-3pm and again from 
6-11pm; opens all day on Saturday 
from noon; and, on Sundays we are 
open from noon for food until 4pm 
and bar until 6pm.

Thank you for your support.

01993 868333
www.theplough-inn.co.uk

Come & visit us, we’d love to see you.

Our Bar is open:
Mon: 6pm – close

Tues – Fri: 12 noon – 3pm & 6pm – close
Sat: 12 noon – close

Sun: 12 noon – 6.00pm

Our kitchen is open:
Tues – Sat

Lunch: 12 noon – 2.30pm
Dinner: 6.00pm – 9.00pm

Sunday Lunch: 12 noon – 4pm

e
Not enjoyment, and not sorrow,

Is our destined end or way;
But to act, that each tomorrow
Brings us farther than today.

Longfellow, A Psalm of Life
e
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Finstock Village Hall
We are nearly there! … But need a little help

In December we heard that the 
largest single grant application for the 
Village Hall rebuilding was approved in 
full from WREN, adding £75,000 to the 
grants and funds already confirmed. 
The Parish Council also approved the 
release of further finance, including 
money from the sale of the piece of 
land in School Road, and we have 
now secured over 93% of the funds 
required. All the larger grant options 
are now exhausted, event fundraising 
will continue to September 2015, and 
now we have to look elsewhere to 
achieve this last amount.

The Village Hall is seeking donations, 
or interest-free or low-interest loans 
from the community to meet the 
shortfall, which is about £17,000. 
Can you help? Donations can be 
made online at www.btplc.com/
mydonate/ and selecting Finstock 
Village Hall. If the donor is a UK tax-
payer, the government adds 25% to 
the donation. It can also be made 
anonymously. Otherwise, cheques 
payable to Finstock Village Hall can 
be passed to Shaun Morley or Mike 
Woodfield.

If you would consider the possibility 
of a loan to the Village Hall, you 
can speak in confidence to Shaun 
Morley, the Chair of Trustees. We are 
seeking individual loans of anything up 
£5,000 which would be repaid over 
the following few years as allowed 
by fundraising. Any loan could be 
recalled by the lender in full with 
twelve months’ notice. Clearly a formal 
agreement would be in place between 
the individual lender and the Trustees 
of the Village Hall. Funds would need 
to be available from May 2015.

We were sufficiently confident of 
achieving our financial target that 
tenders under local government 
guidelines were invited by the Parish 
Council in January. The process will be 
managed by the Parish Council, and 
subject to normal local government 
scrutiny. We plan to appoint the 
builder in March or early April, with 
demolition and building commencing 
in June.

A final public meeting will take 
place at Finstock Village Hall on 
Thursday February 12th at 8pm to 
present the approved plans, to explain 
how the build will progress, the steps 
to maintain access and minimise 
inconvenience to local residents, to 
provide details of the finance appeal, 
and to answer any questions you might 
have.

Mid-2016 will see Finstock have 
a fantastic new hall, and achieve 
the goals that were set out in the 
Prospectus that was delivered to every 
home in Finstock and Fawler last 
February, namely: 
•  appropriately sized hall for a village 

of Finstock’s population and rural 
location

•  consistent with the requirements of 
the organisations that use the existing 
hall

•  attractive to new users and flexible 
with regard to future demands 

•  cost-effective to build and run, 
environmentally-friendly and 
sustainable

The full benefits of the new hall, 
the plans for extending its use, and 
its continued funding are all set out in 
the Prospectus, and if anyone wishes 
to receive a further copy, please ask 
Shaun or Mike.

Finally, we wish to publicly thank the 
following bodies that have generously 
approved grants to the hall since the 
last Finstock News – we shall be 
celebrating each of them in due course 
in the wider media:

£75,000  WREN (Waste Recycling 
Environmental Ltd)

£10,000  Garfield Weston Charitable 
Trust

£ 5,000 PF Charitable Trust
£ 2,000  Co-operative Community 

Fund
£ 500  Bartlett Taylor Charitable 

Trust

Contacts:

Shaun Morley 868134, 
morley.shaun@gmail.com 

Mike Woodfield 868672  
mike.woodfield@btinternet.com

Please note: The Steve Knightley 
event at the hall on Thursday March 
5th is SOLD OUT.

Quiz Nights at the Plough continue 
on the first Monday of every month. 
The Rag Bag collection outside the 
Village Hall run by the Brownies brings 
in a steady £60 a month towards our 
funds so keep recycling your clothing, 
shoes and linen.

Shaun Morley
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The ediTorial CommiTTee
Andy Compton 868271 Member
Sean Connolly 868561 Member
Nicky Higgins 868425 Proofing
Tony Hirtenstein 868600 Layout
Joy Murphy 868575 Editor

Joy.nick@gmail.com
Barbara Wells 868776 Distribution
John Wells 868776 Advertising

Photographs thanks to staff members and 
others.

Read the Finstock News online; visit the 
village website at www.finstock.org.uk; join 
the Finstock Yahoo group – groups.yahoo.
com/group/finstock; or write to us at 63 High 
Street, Finstock Oxon OX7 3DA.

 – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finstock

P l a n  a h e a d  -  K n o w  t h e 
deadlines
Issue Deadline
Feb/Mar First of January
April/May First of March
June/July First of May
August/September First of July
October/November First of September
December/January First of November

Please keep articles short. As space 
is limited, the Editors reserve the right 
to shorten long pieces in the interest of 
balance.  Finstock News does not necessarily 
share views expressed in readers’ letters.

A New Year’s message  
from your District Councillor

The first quarter of 2015 will be dominated by two important issues. The first 
will be the completion of the Local Plan process by the full Council prior to final 
scrutiny by the independent Inspector. This involves an analysis of the entire plan 
for the District for the next fifteen years. It covers all aspects of the development 
of housing, business premises, environmental matters and infrastructure.

Obviously, the proposals for new housing are the ones that have generated 
the most heated discussion but I can assure you those Councillors and Officers 
have spent an inordinate amount of time developing the plans and listening to 
the various and often competing voices that have been raised over the past few 
months.

Our area is little affected as the most significant developments in housing 
terms are in Witney, Carterton and Chipping Norton. Finstock is in such proximity 
to an area of outstanding Natural Beauty that only very modest in-fill of new 
houses are proposed. Our Village Survey indicated that many supported very 
small scale development of this kind in the village particularly the provision of 
some social housing to encourage younger families to be able to stay in Finstock.

The second issue is the setting of Council Tax. There will probably need to a 
very small increase in the level this year, particularly in the County part of the 
tax but WODC have not raised our levy for the past four years so our rise will 
still be much less that general inflation.

I have concentrated a lot of my time as a Councillor ensuring that money spent 
by WODC is prudently spent and that savings are made at every opportunity. 
WODC is well funded and managed, which has meant that a grant and a loan 
totalling around £100,000 has been available to Finstock to build our new 

Village Hall. This is certainly the most 
significant improvement to our village 
for many years.

Best wishes for 2015, which will see 
the first stages in this exciting project 
beginning.

Hywel Davies 
District Councillor 

868004

InterCare –  
Medical Aid for Africa

www.intercare.org.uk/donate-medicines

Recycle unused medications - 
Unwanted medicines can be posted 
directly to Inter Care, Medical Aid 
for Africa, 46 The Halfcroft, Syston, 
Leicester, LE7 1LD; Tel: 01162 695925.

If you are sending your surplus 
medicines via Royal Mail there are 
some restrictions. All items must have 
at least 15 months to their expiry 
and be in their original packaging in 
complete blister strips. Asthma inhalers 
cannot be sent via Royal Mail.

Your parcel must be packed well 
and the sender must put their address 
on the outer package and a note with 
your email inside if possible. If no reply 
is wanted then please pop a note inside 
the parcel.

(Thank you for this information 
Joyce.)

TS Eliot wrote Old Possum’s Book 
of Practical Cats in 1939, which is a 
collection of whimsical poems about 
feline psychology and sociology. 
It is the basis for the musical Cats. 
He became a British citizen in 1927 
and received many honours and 
distinctions among them the Order 
of Merit and the Nobel Prize for 
Literature. He was also an Officier de 
la Legion d’Honneur. This is the 50th 
anniversary of his death.

NICOLA MORGAN DC MMCA

Registered Chiropractor – 
McTimoney Technique

Kimber Cottage, Holly Tree Cottages,
Woodstock Rd, Earls Lane,
Charlbury OX7 3ET Deddington OX15 0TQ

Tel: 07968-381335

I have almost 30 years’ experience 
in this gentle, effective manipulative 
therapy, which is suitable for many 
conditions and ages. I offer very 
flexible appointment times in two 
locations.

 See www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
Provider for BUPA, PPP, WPA and all 
major health insurance companies
Member of the General Council & Register 
for Chiropractors and the McTimoney 
Chiropractic Association.

Dog walking

Finstock resident

Dog home boarding

Small animal boarding

Cat home visits

Insured and police-checked
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Finstock Rainbows and 
Brownies

Finstock Brownies meet in the Village 
Hall on Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 6pm until 7.30pm. Brownies 
are for girls aged between 7 and 11. 
Contact Caroline Booth on 07890 
629001 or carolinebooth4@gmail.com 
to add your daughter to our units. There 
are spaces for Brownies on Monday.

Finstock Rainbows meet in the 
Village Hall on Wednesdays from 4.45 
until 5.45pm.

Rainbows are for girls aged between 
5 and 7. Please contact Amy Booth on 
824190 or ajb5@btinternet.com. We 
have spaces for girls to join Rainbows.

SMALL ADS
(All numbers start with 01993 unless otherwise stated)

Parties catered for, weddings, birthdays, 
suppers, etc. Contact Marvina George 
Tel 868190

Use the Village Hall for your next event. 
Contact Sue Salter on Tel: 868647

Kings Cleaning Services (Est. 40 
years) Windows - gutters - UPVC 

frames – fascia – Specialist equipment  
for conservatories, including roofs. Also 
 
domestic house cleaning and office 
cleaning. Fully insured. Ring 882727 
for a professional and reliable service.

JAG Timber FIREWOOD
Quality Seasoned Hardwood Logs

1 Cubic Metre £70
2 Cubic Metres £125
4 Cubic Metres £220
S o f t w o o d  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e .  
K i n d l i n g  &  S t a c k i n g  S e r v i c e . 
 
Order Online: www.jagtimber.co.uk  
Tel: 868001

Line ads are charged at 20p per word, payment in advance.  
Please contact: John Wells on 868776. We no longer accept inserts for the newsletter.

  

Over a hundred 
wines available, 
many by the glass

THE ROYAL OAK
Ramsden OxOn OX7 3AU

TEL: 01993 868213
Your friendly

Village Inn, Restaurant,
Bar and Accommodation

As featured in the Good Pub Guide, 
Which Pub Guide, AA Good Pub 
Guide, Michelin Guide, The Good Beer 
Guide, the Good Pint Guide and the 
Real Ale Guide.
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N.RANDELL
HANDYMAN & HOME 

IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Electrical, Plumbing, Flooring, 
Decorating, Tiling, Woodwork

No job too small
All jobs considered

Locally based
Quality finish

For a free quote call
01993 868725
07717 878323

westoxhandyman@hotmail.co.uk

OUR VILLAGE HALL

The Plough has raised over £500 
for the Village Hall through their Quiz 
nights, which continue every first 
Monday of the month.

October and November are critical 
months for the Village Hall project as we 
await news on eight grant applications 
to further complete the funding.  In the 
meantime, local fundraising continues 
with events.

Saturday October 11th – Rag Bag 
Collection morning.  The Rag Bag 
clothing and shoe bin at the Village 
Hall continues to raise funds towards 
the hall.  Run by the Brownies, we get 
paid by the weight of clothes and shoes 
deposited.  On October 11th, we have 
a collection day for those who cannot 
get their items to the Village Hall, or 
would prefer collection.  Simply sort 
out your unwanted clothes – adult or 
children’s – place them in a tied plastic 
bag or bin liner, and email or phone 
us for collection on that day between 
10am and 12 noon.  Telephone Shaun 
to request collection.

Friday October 24th – Inside Formula 
One is an evening with Tom Webb, 
Head of Communications for Caterham 
F1 Team beginning at 7.30pm.  Tom has 
been inside the F1 world for almost ten 
years and can tell you what life is really 
like behind the scenes in one of the 
world’s most popular sports.  You’ll also 
have the chance to win some Caterham 
F1 Team prizes including signed team 
kit and even a genuine used part from 
one of Caterham F1 Team’s race cars.

Friday October 31st – Dominoes 
competition, starting at 6.30pm.  
Contact Dave Floyd or Shaun Morley 
to enter.

Saturday November 29th – Xmas Arts 
and Crafts Exhibition, with local artists 
and craftspeople displaying the product 
of their extensive talents.  Come and 
view, relax with tea, coffee and cakes, 
and consider buying something special 
and unique for your loved ones.

Contact me for any of these events 
on 868134, or morley.shaun@gmail.
com. Shaun Morley

Update on Dark Lane 
Pumping Station

In July, representatives of the Parish 
and District Councils met with Thames 
Water and Oxfordshire County Council 
staff to see what might be done 
to reduce the chance of sewage-
contaminated water escaping from the 
site of the Dark Lane pumping station 
on the rare occasions that we have very 
heavy or prolonged rain.

It would seem that the sewage 
pumps’ specifications are adequate 
for the sewage load expected under 
normal conditions for the number 
of households the pumping station 
serves.  When it rains heavily, surface 
water from the roads should discharge 
a long way down Dark Lane via surface 
drains and a linked gully.  The surface 
water should discharge well away 
from the pumping station; but if the 
gully becomes blocked and the water 
backs up it can overflow from ‘inlet’ 
drains above the level of the pumping 
station.  If the surface water floods the 
bund area of the pumping station, it 
will fill the wet well sump and overload 
the pumps, which allows sewage-
contaminated surface water to escape 
onto the lane.

As a result of the meeting, OCC 
is arranging for the gully to be jetted 
clear; and Thames Water will re-profile 
the area around the upper side of the 
pumping station bund to direct surface 
water away from the station.  This 
should isolate the surface water from 
sewage flows; and at times of heavy 
rain it should minimise the amount 
of surface water the pumping station 
would need to manage.

There is a ‘but’ though.  The sewerage 
system serving a lot of the Village is 
old; and there may be infiltration of 
ground water into the system when 
the level of ground water rises, as it 
does after a long wet spell.  This extra 
load could also overwhelm the pumps.  
So, if following the completion of the 
work the incidents of contaminated 
discharge are not noticeably reduced, 
then the problem is likely to be due to 
an ingress of ground water to the sewer 
system – and a problem that would be 
expensive to solve.

 Mike Woodfield

Toddler Group is back on Wednesday 
mornings in the Village Hall.  We’ve 
had new faces, new activities and new 
cakes, so all very successful so far! 
Come along and join us from 10am with 
children up to the age of 4, for messy 

Toddlers Group

play activities, music time, snacks, crafts 
and so much more.  Lots of fun to be 
had and plenty of friendly, welcoming 
faces.

For more information, call Caroline 
on 868430.

MARK BILLINGE
CHIMNEY SWEEP

For a clean and efficient service

 Tel.: 01367-243052

Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL
SERVICES
Poor Reception Solved
Aerials repaired & supplied
TVs - Hung on your wall for you  
Also supplied & tuned
Extra TV Points
For aerial and Sky (In HD!)
Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV

A part of

Call Witney 
01993 608118

Logs for Labour: Would you like free firewood, or do you have woodland that 
needs managing? The Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment’s “Logs for Labour” 
programme aims to promote sustainable use of woodfuel by running events 
where volunteers help to manage woodlands in return for logs. The events 
are 2-3 hours long and could involve coppicing hazel, thinning trees, or piling 
up brash. Bring sturdy gloves, shoes and a saw (hand tools only allowed)... or 
let us know if your woodland needs the help of volunteers. Information about 
forthcoming events is at www.oxonwoodfuel.org.uk

Riki Therivel, 01865 243488.

people with information on local 
support services and activities, money 
matters and social care. The service is 
free and operates across the county 
through information drop-ins, over the 
phone or home visiting.

Community Networker areas and 
advice services www.ageuk.org.uk/
oxfordshire/community-information-
network, call on 0345 450 1276, or 
email at network@ageukoxfordshire.
org.uk.

ChOC - Charlbury’s Own Cinema 
www.chocfilms.info

Sunday February 8th The Grand 
Budapest Hotel at the Memorial Hall, 
Charlbury; 7.30pm (licensed bar from 
6.45pm) Admission £5.

Saturday March 21st  Hank 
Wangford in concert. Hank and 
friends, Andy Roberts and Anna 
Robinson, perform at the Memorial 
Hall. Hank Wangford is the best pure 
British country music star out there says 
Maverick magazine.

My NHS – Data for better service 
Performance information to support 
transparency and drive quality – www.
nhs.uk/mynhs. Choose from hospitals, 
social care, consultants and more.

Be in the know about planning

Be in the know: Find out what’s 
happening in your community by 
registering for email notifications from 
WODC about planning applications 
near your home: www.westoxon.gov.
uk/beintheknow or call 861000 or see 
www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning.

O x fo r d s h i r e ’s  C o m m u n i t y 
Information Network

Age UK Oxfordshire initiated the 
project to provide older or vulnerable 
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YOU CAN RECYCLE 
PLASTIC BAGS!

Countryside Champion needed for 
West Oxfordshire Area

The Campaign to Protect Rural 
England (CPRE) is looking for a new 
Chairperson to help co-ordinate its 
activities in West Oxfordshire, including 
Chipping Norton, Witney, Carterton, 
Woodstock, Burford, Bampton and all 
the surrounding areas.

CPRE works to protect and promote 
the countryside. We have a very friendly 
and experienced West Oxfordshire 
area committee, but would love to 
find someone to come on board as 
Chairman. It’s a great way of getting 
to know your local area and helping 
to influence local decision-making on 
issues as varied as planning policy, 
affordable housing, litter, minerals and 
water. With so much development 
scheduled to come through in the 
area in the next 20 years, it is vital that 
someone is in place to speak up for the 
countryside and make sure that we can 
keep thriving village communities.

The role is voluntary and needs 
a commitment of just a few hours 
a week. No particular knowledge 
or qualifications are required, but it 
would suit someone with leadership 
or organisational experience and good 
people skills. Full details are available 
on the CPRE Oxfordshire website 
www.cpreoxon.org.uk or by calling 
the CPRE Branch Office on Tel: 01865 
874780.

Helen Marshall, Director  
CPRE Oxfordshire

Get Your Local,  
Healthy Food Online!

Building on the success of the 
VegVan, Cultivate has developed an 
online shop, designed to make local, 
sustainably-grown produce even more 
accessible across Oxford and beyond: 
Cultivate Online, cultivateoxford.
org/new-online-shop launched in 
December.

Food Waste

Last year, in West Oxfordshire, over 
4,000 tonnes of food waste was sent 
to landfill, costing the council taxpayer 
over £430,000 in landfill charges. 
Analysis shows that around 30% of the 

household rubbish collected in West 
Oxfordshire is food waste.

Any food waste, cooked or raw, can 
go for recycling in the food waste bin. 
This includes the leftover bones from 
your fish, beef, lamb, pork or chicken, 
vegetable peelings, old bread and other 
leftovers from meals.

Householders that do not have a 
free food waste bin and kitchen caddy, 
or are unsure of how to recycle their 
food waste, should contact the District 
Council at www.westoxon.gov.uk/bins 
or Tel: 861000.

West Oxfordshire District Council 
provides food waste containers for all 
households and collects them weekly 
alongside the recycling black boxes for 
materials including glass, paper and 
cardboard, plastics, tins, textiles, shoes 
and batteries. Household rubbish 
(landfill) and garden waste is collected 
on alternate weeks.

Waste and recycling collections: 
Be in the know: Get weekly reminders 
about waste and recycling collections 
to help you put out the right bins by 
registering at www.westoxon.gov.uk/
beintheknow, call 861000 or see www.
westoxon.gov.uk/waste.

The Largest Wildlife 
Databases in the World

The  Na t iona l  B io d ive r s i t y 
Network (NBN) has reached its 100 
millionth record. It is a collaboration 
of organisations, all committed to 
sharing biodiversity data and making 
it freely and publicly available. 
The organisations involved include 
government agencies, research 
organisations, local environmental 
record centres, conservation charities 
and local and national recording 
groups. The NBN Gateway is the 
internet portal that allows anyone to 
access this information. Species maps 
are also available through data.gov.uk. 
(Biodiversity News, No. 66 jncc.defra.
gov.uk/pdf/BiodiversityNews-66.pdf 
(Wild Oxfordshire)

Oxfordshire Amphibian and 
Reptile Group (OxARG)

OxARG is creating a county atlas of 
amphibians and reptiles and would like 
your sightings to be reported to them. 
Visit: www.oxfordshire-arg.org.uk/ to 

lean more about snakes and lizards, 
frogs, toads and newts.

All sightings of animals would be 
useful from nature reserves or gardens. 
Sightings can be sent to Rod D’Ayala, 
New Herp Atlas, 70 Newlands Avenue, 
Didcot OX11 8QB or emailed to 
tverc@oxfordshire.gov.uk.

Reuse International visit www.
reuse.international Sustainability Starts 
with You

Start exchanging second-hand 
goods by visiting https://ilovefreegle.
org/ - there are Oxford and Witney 
branches.

Cotswold Line Cycle Route passes 
through some of Britain’s finest cycling 
country. Visit: www.cotswoldcycling.
com/clcr.shtml. Download a PDF 
map of the whole route (1.6Mb 
PDF) tinyurl.com/q95nvyb. Find out 
more about travelling by train. www.
cotswoldcycling.com/trains.shtml.

Wanting to hire a bike? Check 
out our listing of cycle hire and bike 
shops. www.cotswoldcycling.com/
facilities.shtml. Also see: Charlbury 
Cycling Group - www.charlbury.info/
community/38?category=32.

COUNTRYSIDE CONSERVATION
The country is lyric, the town dramatic. When mingled they make the most perfect musical drama.   

Longfellow, Kavanagh

A total solar eclipse on 
Friday March 20th commencing 
at 8.26am will be viewable as a 

large partial eclipse from England 
with up to 90% of the Sun eclipsed 

by the moon.
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 Award winning decorators based in the heart of  
        West Oxfordshire.  
 
 A reputation for producing high quality workmanship. 
 
 First class customer service . 
 
 12 months guarantee on all our work. 

 

Why not give us a call today 
 Telephone : 01993 868540 

www.harrisandthompson.co.uk 
 

Harris  &  Thompson 
PAINTERS   AND   DECORATORS 

                   
 Interior & Exterior 

Painting 
 

Wallpapering 
 

Coving 
 

Interior Design 
Service 

 
 

Whatever Happened  
to Noilly Prat?

There was once a TV jingle …

“When the Dexters meet their friends at the Hilton, what do they drink? 
Noilly Prat!”

Those with long memories may recall the ads showing glamorous gatherings 
with much clattering of ice in glasses awash with Noilly Prat. Those days are 
long gone. Drinking vermouth was popular in the 1970s when good, affordable 
wine was hard to find, and not available in pubs. Fast forward to the present 
day, and sales of Noilly Prat and other vermouths have fallen off a cliff. They 
survive now mainly in cocktail bars.

In recent years we have seen a revolution in the availability of affordable, 
drinkable wine, and there are currently no better examples than those from the 
Languedoc in Southern France.

The tiny appellation of Picpoul de Pinet is to be found around Sète, the 
Mediterranean seaport near Montpellier, which produces a white wine of the 
same name, translated literally as ‘lip stinger’. It is full bodied, with a citrus zest 
and a bracing, fresh finish. This grape varietal dates from the 17th century but 
until very recently it was a well kept secret until UK wine writers discovered it. 
According to Majestic Wine, sales of Picpoul were up 127 percent year-on-year 
in 2014. Unlike some famous names, the small size of the appellation means 
that Picpoul’s reputation has yet to be tarnished by lacklustre wines.

And what is especially interesting about Picpoul? It is a major ingredient of... 
Noilly Prat. When sales spiralled downwards the makers had to find a use for 
the surplus grapes and solved the problem by producing this wine.

Ted Dexter is still around, and Noilly Prat is still available if he fancies a glass. 
He might, though, be the only one drinking it.

Osiris

First Responders

The South Central Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trusts Community 
First Responder Team remains active in Finstock and the local villages. As, 
hopefully, most people are aware we respond to life threatening 999 emergency 
calls, we are sent by the Ambulance Service as an additional resource.

If you are not aware of the service we hope that the support of the local 
volunteer team means that help reaches those unfortunately in need of our 
services as soon as possible. As an example, the chance of surviving a cardiac 
arrest decrease fourteen percent per minute before defibrillation occurs, meaning 
that every minute counts. The local 
presence and those few minutes can 
make a difference.

As usual we continue to ask for 
any unwanted new or used printer 
cartridges and mobile phones which 
we can recycle and which adds to 
our fundraising. Collection boxes are 
available in many locations including 
the village School, Village Shop and 
Charlbury doctor’s surgery. If you 
would like any more information with 
regard to Community Responding visit 
www.southcentralambulance.nhs.uk.

Sara Anscombe 
saraanscombe@btopenworld.com

Finstock Toddler Group

Before Christmas, we had our 
annual parents and carers night out 
to Hackett’s in Witney. It was a great 
evening and nice for everybody to 
let their hair down, away from the 
children.

At our last group meeting before 
Christmas, Father Christmas sent 
us one of his favourite little elves to 
distribute presents to the children, after 
which a great party was had by all.

After a lovely holiday break, Finstock 
Toddler Group is now back into the 
swing of things. Numbers remain high 
and, with everybody chipping in and 
helping out, we are enjoying a great 
variety of activities, snacks and cakes 
that are being provided!

Toddler Group is a great place 
to come and meet local families. It 
is a sociable and fun morning, held 
every Wednesday during term time, 
from 10am to 11.30am in the Village 
Hall. It’s also a great opportunity for 
your children to meet their peers and 
possible playmates they’ll have if they 
go on to Finstock Pre-school, who we 
work closely alongside.

We look forward to another busy 
year in which I am sure, we will 
welcome more families and say 
goodbye to others as they go on to 
start their new exciting journey at Pre-
school.

For further information, call Caroline 
on 868430.
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Friends of Finstock School 
(FoFS)

Friends of Finstock School are a very 
dedicated group of school parents and 
teachers who work together to earn 
valuable funds for Finstock Primary 
School and its wonderful children. We 
have so far survived the departure of 
FoFS Chair, Karen Williams, who after 
many years of tremendous service 
left in September. Needless to say 
she continues to put on school discos 
with a smile, thank you Karen! To both 
Karen and Judy Burridge, we miss you.

FoFS would like to thank all the 
Finstock parents and residents who 
attended the Finstock School and 
Church Christmas Fayre and helped 
make it a success. We are delighted 
to say we raised £563.57 for School 
and Finstock Church raised the same 
amount – a brilliant result! A very 
big thank you to all involved in the 
organisation, set-up and running on 
the day, stallholders and those who 
provided donations and especially 
Father Christmas for giving so much 
of his valuable time.

Overall 2014 was a successful year 
for FoFS, a notable one as through 
energetic and unending fundraising 
we were in the great position to be 
able to give £10,000 to the School. 
With this significant sum, the School 
has funded a lovely wooden pagoda 
in the playground providing a peaceful 
outdoor learning space for children in 
the fresh air. This has proved a valuable 
addition to the School which is already 
being put to good use.

The School has been able to subsidise 
a number of School trips including the 
Cedar Class trip to the commemorative 
war exhibition at Blenheim Palace as 
part of their learning about WW1. 
Funds have also been used to train 
Debbie Cheshire, Oak Class teacher 
as a Forest School Leader. Debbie is 
looking forward to sharing her new 
found skills such as building a rope 
swing, cooking homemade bread 
on the fire and much more with the 
children on Forest School outings to 
Cornbury Park. Forest school will be 
a great experience for the children 
who are lucky enough to live in this 
marvellous countryside. The School 

has also been able to boost their stock 
of library books and IT resources and 
treated the children to a pantomime 
of the Wizard of Oz in the school 
hall. The children had lots of fun and 
laughter watching this exciting theatre 
performance.

The last news on the Tubs4tablets 
campaign as of late December is 
that we have raised nearly enough 
Flora Tubs4tablets vouchers for two 
Samsung Galaxy tablets for school. 
Only 19 more needed so if you have 
any lurking at home we would be 
grateful for them. Thanks to all who 
have taken part; I hope you enjoyed 
all the baking!

Plans are underway for 2015, ranging 
from a ladies pamper evening, Spanish 
stew and quiz night, and a chocolate 
bingo evening. Watch this space for 
more details.

FoFS hope to provide funding for 
events and activities which really add 
to the children’s experiences at school. 
Thanks again to all school families and 
community members who give their 
valuable support.

Happy New Year!

R ac h e l  S h aw,  F o FS  C h a i r 
rachelandwarren@warrenshaw.plus.com

Finstock School

The last term has been a very 
exciting and busy time for the children, 
parents and staff of Finstock School. 
Alongside the normal hustle and bustle 
of everyday school life, there have 
been numerous events, and it has 
been great to see so many of the local 
community supporting the School in 
many different ways.

We opened our doors in November 
to allow parents, prospective parents 
and the local community to visit and 
see what goes on here at school. 
Many of the children came back to 
School on a Saturday (which says a 
lot for how much they enjoy school), 
and demonstrated the activities and 
lessons that go on in a normal day. We 
even had a demonstration of hockey 
by our year 5 and 6 children - led by 
Rob Symonds, who kindly volunteers 
to run sessions at School. We had a 
large number of visitors; everybody 

was very impressed by the facilities and 
friendly atmosphere at School. Falling 
numbers of children on roll are always 
a challenge for small schools, and it 
was great to see so many new faces.

C h r i s t ma s  p r ov id e d  many 
opportunities for the children to 
develop their musical, acting and 
presentation skills! This year we trialled 
holding the nativity in Holy Trinity 
church.

The children were in good voice, 
and filled the church with songs both 
modern and traditional. For me, the 
nativity performance always marks the 
beginning of Christmas, and this year 
was no different – the atmosphere in 
the church was magical. The children 
also attended church for the traditional 
Christingle service (see photo), where 
they each held a candle to represent 
Jesus as the light of the world. This 
was a lovely moment of peace amidst 
all the excitement; a time to reflect on 
the true meaning of Christmas.

Sue Dawe, Headteacher

Term 3 
Tues Jan 6th to Friday Feb 13th

February Holiday  
Mon Feb 16th to Fri Feb 20th

Term 4
Mon Feby 23rd to Fri March 27th

April Holiday 
Mon March 30th to Fri April 10th
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If you could spend a couple of hours 
a week helping the Shop we would be 
very grateful.

Don’t forget the 100 Club is still 
paying out prizes regularly so if you 
aren’t already a member, come into the 
Shop for your application form.

Mo
Shop opening hours:–

Weekdays 8am-6pm
Saturdays 8am-1pm
Sundays 9am-11.30am
Shop Telephone Number –  Orders 

Taken: 869096

The Finstock Post Office
You can do many things at the 
Finstock Post Office:
• Mail your letters and packages
•  Pay the majority of your utility bills
•  Access your bank account for a 

cash withdrawal
• Foreign exchange
The Post Office is open 9-1pm 
Monday through Friday

Karen Williams

Cornbury Park
Wilderness Festival is returning 

to Cornbury Park for a fifth season 
from August 6th – 9th. Discounted 
tickets are available to Finstock and 
Charlbury residents only and may be 
bought exclusively from Charlbury Post 
Office while stocks last. More details 
of the festival can be found at www.
wildernessfestival.com.

Tree planting is continuing at Rangers 
Lawn, with oak sweet chestnut, beech 
and other shrub varieties replacing 
the old fallen trees and bringing the 
woodland back to a more favourable 
state. The Estate hopes to increase 
overall tree and shrub plantings in the 
coming years.

This coming year the Park walling 
will continue, with additional rebuilding 
of walls mainly in the Ranger’s Lodge 
area. This is a slow labour of love! 
The renovation of forest roads and 
gateways in and around the forest 
is now complete. This should help 
control deer numbers on the Estate and 
neighbouring farms, at the same time 
as giving better access to the forest for 
maintenance and leisure activities. And 
the Estate is hoping to carry out more 
maintenance of the river Evenlode this 
year to minimise the flooding risk.

In other Estate news, Cornbury 
is put ting in its own super-fast 
broadband. A number of commercial 
and residential tenants are now live on 

The Shop
Now we are in the depths of winter. 

When you read this we might already 
have had some snow or there may be 
snow to come, but I hope that you 
have been able to find everything you 
need in the Shop when the roads have 
been difficult to negotiate, or will be 
able to if we get cut off in the future! 
Our suppliers always manage to get 
through during bad weather.

We hope that Christmas and the 
New Year brought you all you hoped 
for – it probably seems a long time ago 
by now! May the year 2015 be a happy 
and peaceful year for us all.

We have changed our newspaper 
supplier and now have a wider range 
of daily and weekend newspapers and 
also a shelf full of magazines. Pop in 
to see what we have.

Please continue to call in for all your 
usual requirements – Upton Smokery, 
Sweet’n’Tasty, Cakes Unlimited, local 
jams, marmalades and chutneys, 
Shaken Oak mustards, Hook Norton 
beers and Bennett’s wines and others.

We had some very generous 
donations to the food bank before 
Christmas, which must have been 
a help to those in need during the 
holidays and the colder weather. 
Please do continue to support the 
Food Bank in any way you can. Every 
tin or packet helps.

We thank our dear customers for 
their support at all times and we are 
always aware of the vital part that our 
wonderful volunteers play especially 
when we are very short of ‘hands’ as 
we were in December.

the 100mb system and the remaining 
ones will be connected over the 
coming months. This system will also 
support further security hardware such 
as surveillance cameras.

Several of the allotments on Wards 
Lane are still available. Anyone 
interested should contact Tony 
Crowther on 868834.

Follow us on Twitter @CornburyPark 
and at Facebook.com/CornburyPark, 
or get in touch by emailing us at: 
estate@cpark.co.uk or Tel: 01608 
811276.

Cogges Manor Farm will reopen in 
March. Visit www.cogges.org.uk/ to 
learn more about this local treasure.

This is the 800th anniversary of the 
Magna Carta. Read all about it: www.
bl.uk/magna-carta.

FINSTOCK NEWS 6 X 9 CM 

 
 

PELLMANS 
Your Local Solicitors 

 
• Business and Employment Law                                 
  Contracts, Legal Compliance and   
  Disputes                            
• Property                                                                       
  Buying and Selling Homes,  
  Commercial and Agricultural 
• Divorce 
   Finances, Children and Cohabitation     
   Disputes 
• Wills, Probate and Trusts 
   Tax Planning and Lasting Powers of  
   Attorney 

01865 884400 
 www.pellmans.co.uk 

 
1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Oxford OX29 4TB 

Home visits and evening appointments available 

 

n.randell
handyman & home 

improvement services

electrical, plumbing, Flooring, 
decorating, tiling, Woodwork

No job too small

All jobs considered

Locally based

Quality finish

For a free quote call

01993 868725

07717 878323

westoxhandyman@hotmail.co.uk

Decorator & traDesman 
House & Home services 

painting and decorating. 
maintenance and repairs. 

help around the home. 

reliable local tradesman. 

richard Buck 
elbie house, east end, 

north leigh, oX29 6pX 

tel: 880166  
mob - 07791 046583 
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Proprietors Julie & John Stoney

*LUXURY BOARDING

*SPACIOUS HEATED PENS

*PERSONAL CARE

*INSPECTION INVITED

8 Wards Lane, Finstock, Oxon OX7 3BP

Tel: 01993 868413

Finstock
cattery

Tel: 0845 458 2980  
Mobile: 07976 261850

Email: tctrees@btinternet.com  
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery 
company with the 

integrity you can trust.
All combined aspects of Arboriculture

Andrew A.Adams
FCCA

Chartered Certified 
Accountant

Quality personal service for your

Accounting, Taxation and

Business needs

Competitive fees agreed in advance

Free initial meeting

 Telephone: 07790 854574
  01993 891280

County Transport 
Improvement Works

For those of you who travel to work 
around the County, the following 
Transport items will be of interest. It 
is a little unfortunate that the method 
of Central Government Grant has 
“bunched up” some of the works, but 
I am sure we will all benefit when they 
are completed.

The Kennington Scheme was 
completed for the £7m A423 Southern 
Bypass Scheme at Hinksey and 
Kennington Roundabouts. 

Work on a series of multi-million 
pound transport improvement projects 
was started in January. Schemes on 
London Road, the Plain in Oxford 
City and Milton Interchange are all 
underway, marking the latest phase of 
investment in the county’s transport 
infrastructure and future economic 
success.

Before September 2015 additional 
projects will include: Featherbed Lane 
and Steventon Lights, Harwell Phase 2 
(Hagbourne Hill), Chilton A34 Junction 
– North facing slips, Frideswide Square 
(Phase 2 -Main Square), Wolvercote 
Roundabout, Cutteslowe Roundabout, 
Harwell Oxford Entrance and Harwell 
Phase 1.

The work is designed to be phased, 
but some of the funds are dependent 
on spending within a certain time 
frame. If a project were to be deferred, 
it would mean some residents would 
not benefit from improvements.

Further information on future 
schemes: www.oxfordshire.gov.
uk /cms /news /2014 /dec /major-
transport-improvement-work-begin-
january-2015

It was welcome news that we were 
given six-year road maintenance 
funding as it will enable us to plan over 
a longer period with certainty of funds.

Award to Oxfordshire’s Chief Fire 
Officer, Dave Etheridge received an 
OBE.

Rodney Rose 
Deputy Leader of the County Council, 

Oxfordshire County Council 
Chairman of East West Rail Joint 

Delivery Board

Liz Leffman Local Plan  
and our School

This year, one of the key concerns 
for the District Council will be the 
finalisation of the Local Plan, which 
will state how many new houses we 
will have to absorb over the next 
15 years.  In the Burford/Charlbury 
area, which includes Finstock and the 
surrounding villages, we are likely to 
need to build up to 650 houses. Given 
the size of the area, this is not going to 
be too problematic, but we do need to 
ensure that we have enough affordable 
homes so that people who have grown 
up in Finstock can continue to live here 
with their own young families. 

That will very important for the 
future of the primary school. I went 

to the recent open day and was 
very impressed by the wonderful 
environment, and the enthusiasm of 
the pupils and the staff. The School 
is a great asset to Finstock, and long 
may it remain so!

Liz Leffman, District Councillor 
lizleffman@clothesource.net 

Parish Council Notes

Following further prompting via 
WODC’s good offices, Thames Water 
have now agreed to carry out a “lift and 
look” survey by the end of February 
2015 to try and identify where the 
system is becoming inundated by 
groundwater and surface water, as 
infiltration/inundation of the network 
is felt to be problem, not inundation 
and subsequent failure of the pumps.

Mike Woodfield

New Skills In 2015?

Thinking about learning some new 
skills or updating your current ones? 
Check out conservation training 
courses for 2015 on our website

http://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/
directory (Wild Oxfordshire)

Bus Route for Go Ride C1 has 
been revised to focus on providing 
connections with rush hour Cotswold 
Line trains at Charlbury Station for 
the Wychwood’s villages, Leafield 
and Finstock. (http://www.goridebus.
co.uk/go_ride/Oxfordshire.html) 
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Finstock Pre-school

It looks like our numbers are rising. At the beginning of this new term two 
new children have joined us – which is lovely news, and something that will be 
more of a regular occurrence over the next few months as more of the children 
will be reaching our age of entry (2 ½ years old).

The lead up to Christmas was busy and fun. We decorated the classroom 
with our own decorations and displays and decorated our own tree. There were 
happy faces and great behaviour as our children prepared for the BIG day when 
Santa brings his presents.

Our children put on their little Christmas show for their 
audience, which this year was a ‘sing-along’ of Christmas 
songs. This was promptly followed by our raffle. We would 
like to say a HUGE thank you to one and all that bought and 
sold tickets; in particular, to some parents whose children 
have left pre-school but they still took it upon themselves 
to sell books and books of raffle tickets. The main three 
were Eileen Peters, Lorraine McCallum and Amy Fuller, but 
there were others too; so thank you to you ALL, including 
our local shop and pub. Also, another big thank you to 

the lady who organised all the prizes – Claire Pumfrey, another parent whose 
child has already left pre-school. She organised so many lovely, lovely, lovely 
prizes. WE are grateful to all organisations that donated but we would like to 
mention some local ones: - The Living Rainforest , The Oxford Playhouse, 
Callow Farm, Waterstones Witney, Cotswold Kids, Lakeland, Crocodiles of the 
World, Cotswold Wildlife Park, Fairytale Farm, Blenheim Palace and The Plough 
Finstock. We raised £488.87.

You may remember about a year ago we changed our provision to ‘in-the-
moment-planning’, and alongside this ensuring that the environment lent itself 
to provide excellent choices of resources and activities to support spontaneous 
learning and development. This is still in progress with our staff systematically 
de-cluttering and stock taking. This means taking a good hard look at what we 
have … and getting rid of the old, the unused and the ‘too much’ element as well 
as taking note of what we ‘need’. This means for outdoors as well as inside. Over 
Christmas lots of activities we divided into two smaller containers to resource 
outside as well as inside. It also has meant that the activities are more accessible 
to our young children, as well as being more manageable as ‘less’ can reduce 
‘mess’. To do this rather a lot of new containers had to be purchased, which 
some of the raffle money has paid 
for. We have also bought some new 
furniture units to replace some broken 
ones, and to update with some more 
age appropriate ones. Now that we no 
longer have 5-year-olds in our setting 
and have lowered our entry age to 2 
1/2, some of our furniture is too BIG.

It is a little late … but have a great 
2015 everyone!

Our opening hours are 8.45am to 
12 noon, Monday to Friday. We are 
situated at Finstock School, School 
Road, Finstock. For further information, 
or to organise a visit, please, contact 
Lesley Dore 0796 4817 165 or email 
woodpecker.pre@outlook.com. 
(Please look on the ‘OFSTED’ website 
for details of our excellent recent report 
or telephone Lesley and ask for a copy).

This year,
Be a Name,

NoT a NumBer
At Eynsham Hall Health & Fitness Club, it is 

our objective to welcome our members into an 
environment of informality and relaxation.

There is not a requirement to commit 
towards a long term contract.

We are open as follows:–

•	 6.30am to 9.30pm, during the week and

•	 7.30am to 7.30pm at the weekend.

Full membership is available 
from just £31 per month!

(figure based on full dual membership)

For morE dETAils EmAil
C.pArsons@EynsHAmHAll.Com

or CAll 01993 885 207

WWW.EynsHAmHAll.Com

We are going  
from strength  

to strength
Brand new classes and a  

great new timetable  

there is not a requirement to
commit towards a long term contract.

We are open as follows:-

• 6.30am to 9.30pm, during the week and

• 7.30am to 7.30pm at the weekend.

full membership is available
from just £31 per month!

(figure based on full dual membership

CroCkford Builders
35 School Rd, Finstock, 

Oxon OX7 3DN 
EST 1973

New builds, Extensions, 
Renovations,

Dry or mortar stone walling,
Groundwork, Hard landscaping,

Natural stone slate specialists,
Re-roofing,

General Maintenance.
All building work undertaken 

Domestic & Commercial
Call William on

01993 868617 or 07817 248329

Sir Winston Churchill 
(KG, OM, CH, TD,  

DL, FRS, RA)

We can consider Winston Churchill 
a local boy as he was born at Blenheim 
Palace. He said, “At Blenheim I took 
two very important decisions; to 
be born and to marry. I am happily 
content with the decisions I took on 
both occasions.” Blenheim Palace will 
be host to a range of activities and 
events dedicated to Churchill and his 
era, which spanned the best part of a 
century. See: www.blenheimpalace.
com/.

According to Wikipedia, Churchill 
is “Widely regarded as one of the 
greatest wartime leaders of the 20th 
century, Churchill was also an officer 
in the British Army, a historian, a 
writer (as Winston S. Churchill), and 
an artist. Churchill is the only British 
Prime Minister to have won the Nobel 
Prize for Literature since its inception 
in 1901, and was the first person to 
be made an honorary citizen of the 
United States.”

This year will mark the 140th 
anniversary of his birth. It is the 50th 
anniversary of his death, which saw 
a train bring him from London to 
Bladon for burial. And it is the 75th 
anniversary of his becoming Britain’s 
Prime Minister – 1940-45 and 1951-55.

e
A crank is a man with a new idea – 

until it catches on.   Mark Twain
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Such gardens are not made by Singing:  
“...Oh, how beautiful” and Sitting in the shade. 

Rudyard Kipling

The white gold of winter snowdrops and  
other star performers

Even in the coldest of weather, snowdrops will appear to brighten up the 
short days and on fine days you can linger to smell the sweet perfume of the 
snowdrop (S.Arnott) with its large flowers covering the ground in drifts, in the 
cheery company of yellow aconites, the early primrose and dwarf Narcissus. The 
common snowdrop (Galanthus nivalis) is primarily a woodland species growing 
from the Pyrenees to the Balkans. The introduction to England is shrouded in the 
mists of time but it was known before the Reformation growing in churchyards 
and monasteries as the flower was associated with the Virgin Mary. Galanthus 
plicatus is a larger more vigorous species, brought back to gardens after the 
Crimean War, in the 1850s; Galanthus elwesii was introduced in 1874 from the 
wilds of Turkey and Galanthus woronowii with bright green foliage from the 
Caucasians.

Daphne bholua ‘Jacqueline Postil’ produces its highly fragrant flowers which 
are deep pink outside and white within. The flowers of Cyclamen coum continue 
to make splashes of red, pink and white, and their circular leaves providing extra 
interest, some being dark glossy green, some silver or pewter coloured and 
others have striking patterns. These do well under the trees, accompanied by 
the pale silvery lilac to reddish purple flowers of Crocus tommasinianus, one of 
the easiest crocuses to naturalise as it will self-seed readily. It is more tolerant 
of shade than many of its counterparts, so is a good choice for woodland areas 
and will naturalise and increase year by year if left undisturbed, and stands out 
if grown in a grassy glade.

Not to be outdone are the yellows and cream flowers of Helleborus orientalis 
producing an explosion of colour, followed by those with pink flowers, others 
with white, then the velvety rich reds and the blacks with their yellow stamens. I 
cut all the old foliage off in December, allowing the plants to display the flowers, 
rather than them being hidden. The other advantage of old leaf removal is to 
reduce the population of hellebore aphid (these weaken the plant and carry 
viruses which can carry the deadly black death, causing the leaves to become 
black and stunted; the affected plants should be burnt, as there is no cure!) The 
scientific name Helleborus derives from the Greek name “helleboros”; “elein” 
to injure and “bora” food as they are poisonous.

Robert Bigwood

Wildlife Gardening
If you would like some winter 

reading on how to improve your 
garden for wildlife, go to

www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk /
communities/resources/ where they 
have added ten great PDFs including 
ponds, composting and bats. (Wild 
Oxfordshire)

Mark your calendar now for 
Fritillary Sunday April 19th in the 
meadow next to St Bartholomew’s 
church, Ducklington.

Charlbury Green Hub 
www.charlburygreenhub.org.uk

The Charlbury Green Hub aims 
to promote a better understanding of 
our local countryside, food, energy, 
travel and the wider implications for 
our planet’s limited resources and 
climate change. We provide a list of 
things that can be shared by other 
groups or individuals in Charlbury so 
that we can work together better as a 
sharing community and save money 
and resources in the process.

Walk: Crossing a Roman Road, 
starts at Finstock School on Saturday 
February 21st 10am to 1pm. An easy 
walk of three hours, about six miles.

Walk: Town, Valley, Village and 
Vistas, Charlbury on Wednesday 
March 11th 10am to 12:30pm. An easy 
walk of 2.5 hours, about four miles.

Walk: Roman Ways, a Deserted 
Village and a Wedding Mystery, 
Charlbury on Tuesday March 24th 
10am to 1pm. On ancient paths 
through Fawler, Wilcote and Finstock 
returning past Cornbury Park.

Hilltop Garden Centre, Witney Rd, Ramsden, Oxon, OX7 3AS  
Tel: 01993 868403  www.hilltopgc.co.uk
Open 9 - 5.30 Monday - Saturday, 10.30 - 4.30 Sunday. 
Our café closes half an hour before the garden centre.

HILLTOP GARDEN CENTRE
is a popular one-stop-shop for keen gardeners in Oxfordshire

With over 
2,500 products 
in our Crafts 
department

CRAFTS

Play for up to two hours from 
just £2.50 per child*

*For Seasons Card Members. Join for FREE in-store.

Pizza Café serves homemade, 
cooked to order pizzas, snacks 
& drinks – hot, cold & shaken!

Relax in The Flower 
Pot Café, famous 
with locals for tasty 
breakfasts, lunches 
and home bakingTHE CAFÉ

THE SOFT PLAY BARN

Extensive plant range, 
gardening products, 
inspirational home  
and gift ideas

PLANTS

YOU’LL FIND US  on the Witney Road between Charlbury and Witney.
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