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Included in this bursting issue of the Finstock News is our annual Ready Reference for you to use throughout the coming year.   It contains 
contact information on local organisations; local, district, county, MEP and MP representatives; churches; children’s organizations; libraries 
and further education; health care and transport; plus other useful contact information.   Keep it handy!

We welcome Barbara Pensom with her Village Viewpoint comments on Parish Council meetings.   There is a Festival review and a 
County Council report covering budgets, road works and consultations.

We are happy to report that the Royal Oak in Ramsden has reopened after its closure in the spring due to fire.

ICELAND, A FASCINATING AND VARIED EXPERIENCE
D e s p i t e  s e e i n g 

numerous pictures of 
different parts of Iceland, 
I still couldn’t get out of 
my mind the vision of 
an Arctic-type landscape 
stretching away to the 
horizon; how wrong 
this would prove to be.  
Our adventure began at 
3am with the drive to 
the airport; this would 
actually be the last true 
darkness we would see for 
some time.  An uneventful flight and we caught our first aerial 
glimpses of the Icelandic scenery on approach into Reykjavik.  
The bleakness of the landscape was awe-inspiring: lava fields 
with no snow in sight!

We had planned our walking and sight-seeing around the 
south and west regions, staying one to two nights in different 
places.  This was the best way to see as much as possible, as 
was hiring a car.  It is possible to visit some sights by public 
transport but this is very limited and it curbs your freedom.  
Our experience of Icelandic roads was very good; one main 
road (just called Route 1) hugs the coastline around the whole 
island which makes navigation pretty simple.  The roads are 
generally raised up, like on a railway embankment but with no 
fencing, so driving requires constant concentration (none of this 
‘I don’t remember driving the last mile!’).

We had felt duty-bound to visit the famous Blue Lagoon on 
our way from the airport into Reykjavik, a natural mineral-rich 
opaque turquoise pool with legendary skin nurturing properties.  
On that day there was so much skin needing to be nurtured 
that it was fully booked up; so we spent a sunny afternoon on 

the bank of the Lagoon 
watching people wading 
around,  many wi th 
whitened mud pack faces 
looking like French mime 
artists.

We stayed in a mixture 
of hotels and small self-
catering places, often 
linked to farms.  We had 
wondered how good 
the local shops would 
be, given how isolated 
they were.  They were 

surprisingly well-stocked, including fresh fruit and vegetables; 
many of these are now grown under glass, and increasing 
amounts of land are being developed with modern drainage 
systems to allow crop production.  One hotel was part of a 
dairy farm which produced its own ice cream and had installed 
in the restaurant a full-length panorama of windows which 
overlooked the cowshed, so you could dine a few feet from 
the feeding livestock: very endearing, but cows do not always 
just eat!  Another very isolated hotel had its own astronomical 
observatory, which was sadly closed for the summer (lack 
of darkness) but was very popular in the winter with aurora 
watchers.

We never ceased to be impressed by the variable landscape 
which could change within just a few miles.  Much of this was 
due to volcanic activity which left huge boulder-strewn lava 
fields adjacent to flatter and greener areas.  These lava fields 
have gradually become colonised by mosses and flowers, giving 
the whole scene a quite surreal appearance.  We visited volcanic 
craters, spectacular waterfalls and the famous geyser area, which 
was very popular (and all free of charge). (continued on p.10)

The Finstock Village Hall AGM will be on Monday 
November 16th at 8pm in Finstock School Hall.
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THE ROYAL OAK
Ramsden OxOn OX7 3AU

TEL: 01993 868213
www.royaloakramsden.com

OPENING HOURS
Monday-Friday 11.30-3.00pm,

6.00-11.00pm
Saturday-Sunday 12.00-11.00pm

After a six-month restoration, carefully 
managed by local builders RMD, the 
Royal Oak Ramsden re-opens its doors on 
MONDAY 28th SEPTEMBER.

Coincidentally, we are now in our 29th 
year of ownership.  The Good Pub Guide  
2016 includes our 27th consecutive entry. The 
ROYAL OAK was awarded ‘Best Country 
Pub in Britain’ in the 2011 edition.

We have created a new menu, but have 
retained many of our tried and trusted 
favourite dishes and have striven to retain 
the core values of a country pub. We have 
always catered for drinkers and diners alike, 
providing quality fare, giving value for money 
in a unique, welcoming atmosphere.

We have retained our core staff over 
the break and while completing a major 
refurbishment, have worked hard with RMD 
to retain the characteristic and familiar 
features of the pub, only adding to the comfort 
and charm of our well-loved establishment.

October
13th Mobile Library
16th Local History Society
18th Guide Tour North Leigh
27th Mobile Library

November
8th Remembrance Sunday
10th Mobile Library
16th Finstock Village Hall 

AGM
17th Panto at  Ch ipping 

Norton Theatre
20th Local History meeting
24th Mobile Library
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	 0	 .	 VILLAGE EVENTS 	 0	 .
Finstock Local History Society

Friday October 16th: as the first event of the 2015/2016 season Vaughan Abigale will 
introduce us to the fascinating history of the North Leigh Roman villa; a gem in our 
local heritage.  His talk will be linked to a guided tour of the site.  The visit to the 
villa is planned for the afternoon of Sunday October 18th.

Friday November 20th: A photographic history of Finstock.  Shaun Morley

Friday February 19th: The City of Oxford during the Civil War.  Stephen Barker

Meetings will be held at 8pm in the Finstock School hall during the Village Hall 
construction.  Members free; non-members £2.50.

An update from Finstock Toddlers
After we said goodbye to the Village Hall in May, Finstock Toddlers have been 

‘out and about’ over the summer meeting up at alternative venues around the area.  
Luckily the weather has been good to us and most of the time we met at the park – a 
different one each week!

We needed a new venue for the autumn term and Finstock Church very kindly 
agreed to us holding our weekly Wednesday morning group in the upstairs room.  We 
will still be able to provide toys, activities and snacks for the toddlers, and a hot drink 
and cake for the adults.

From September a large number of the current toddler cohort will be attending 
Finstock Pre-School on a mostly full-time basis and we will be sad to see them go!  
We love to welcome newcomers to the group.  We hope to see a new generation of 
little ones joining us (including my own June born baby boy) and in time will provide 
some age appropriate activities for them such as sensory and messy play.

We meet from 10am to 11.30am on Wednesday mornings (term-time).  Head for the 
upstairs room at Finstock Church and you will be greeted with friendly chat, snacks 
and activities to keep the little ones entertained!  For further details contact Helen 
Fallows via email: finstocktoddlergroup@gmail.com or find us on Facebook.

See you there! Helen Fallows

Ladies, give us your support!
Give all your unwanted old bras a new lease of life and help raise money for breast 

cancer research.  Bring them to Joy Murphy at 63 High Street.  Against Breast Cancer 
will receive a donation based on the weight of bras we collect, so every bra counts!

North Leigh History Society

October 6th: The Salt Way from the Iron Age.  A talk by Dr Janice Kinory.

November 3rd: ‘Blenheim’s Georgian Scandal’.  A talk by Alan Ledger.
North Leigh Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.  Visitors £4, members free.  For further 

details phone Diana Power 882301.

Charlbury Society

Friday October 9th: Charlbury School 1815 to 2015.  A talk by Barbara Allison and 
Judy Dod.  Both speakers are leading members of the Charlbury Society Historical 
Record Group.

Friday November 13th: Lost Villages of Oxfordshire.  A talk by Muriel Pilkington.
Both meetings are in the Memorial Hall at 8pm.  Refreshments from 7.30pm.  All 

Welcome.  Visitors £3.  Students Free.  More information on www.charlbury.info/
community/22 or call 01608-810130.

 ChOC Films www.chocfilms.org
Sunday October 11th at 7.30pm: The Imitation Game - Benedict Cumberbatch stars

Sunday November 8th at 7pm: Dark Horse: The incredible true story of Dream 
Alliance.

Sometimes I think that God in creating man somewhat overestimated his ability.
Oscar Wilde
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Open Monday - Saturday by 
apointment only.
Please contact us to book 
an appointment.

Wendy Heather
Rock Glen, The Bungalow
Leaaeld Road, Finstock
Oxfordshire,  OX7 3DB

Tel: 01993 868118        Mobile: 0796 8733412  
Email:     wendy@wychwoodgrooming.co.uk
Website:     www.wychwoodgrooming.co.uk.

Services  include:
Collection & drop-off facility
Hydrotherapy bathing
Full groom & styling
Removal of knots & tangles
Hand stripping
GGrooming for show on selected breeds
Nail trimming

A member of

City  & Guilds Qualiied Groomer 
ts.

NICOLA MORGAN DC MMCA
Registered Chiropractor – 

McTimoney Technique
Kimber Cottage, Holly Tree Cottages,
Woodstock Rd, Earls Lane,
Charlbury OX7 3ET Deddington OX15 0TQ

Tel: 07968-381335
I have almost 30 years’ experience in this 
gentle, effective manipulative therapy, which 
is suitable for many conditions and ages.   I 
offer very flexible appointment times in two 
locations.
 See www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
Provider for BUPA, PPP, WPA and all major 
health insurance companies
Member of the General Council & Register for 
Chiropractors and the McTimoney Chiropractic 
Association.
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Oxfordshire Museum

Free admission.
Treasure from Trash open until 
November 1st.  Everything in this 
collection was once something else.

The Oxfordshire Craft Guild – November 
14th-December 23rd

Features many of the county’s leading 
craft makers and designers. Perfect for 
Christmas!
w w w . o x f o r d s h i r e . g o v . u k /
oxfordshiremuseum Tel: 811456.

FINSTOCK VILLAGE HALL

The new Village Hall continues to be 
built at a good pace.  We are on track 
to complete the building by March 31st 
2016.  Plans for re-opening are well 
advanced.  If you wish to hear the latest 
developments, all are welcome to the 
Finstock Village Hall AGM on Monday 
November 16th, 8pm at Finstock School.

In July Finstock Parish Council resolved 
to encourage social activity, enable artistic 
expression, achieve sporting participation, 
promote local businesses and encourage 
adult educational experiences within our 
community to ensure Finstock remains ‘A 
thriving community and a pleasant place 
to live in and bring up a family, with a good 
community spirit and a strong tradition 
of neighbourliness’.  This aspirational 
goal has been developed as the Village 
Hall has crystallized thoughts on its use, 
which has led to grant applications to 
provide good quality new equipment 
for the hall.  We have been successful 
in securing grants of £9,985 from the 

National Lottery Big Lottery Fund for 
general equipment, and £2,719 from 
Sport England to support indoor bowls, 
table tennis, darts and keep-fit or exercise 
in its various forms.  With other grants, 
we now have over £20,000 secured to 
buy new equipment and we wait to hear 
about an Arts Council England bid for a 
stage and other items.

Part of these two grants relates to 
printing, marketing and publicity material, 
but we desperately need skills in graphic 
design or marketing to help us develop 
a promotional booklet and various 
templates for future use to ensure we 
communicate well and get the most out 
of our new building.  If you would like to 
offer help in these areas, we need the 
skill, not necessarily professional, and a 
keen ability; an A level Art student, or 
the like would be a great help.  Please 
contact us on villagehallfinstock@gmail.
com or telephone the Chair of Trustees, 
Shaun Morley on 868134.

People in Finstock will no doubt 
remember how convenient recycling was 
when Dean Pit was open.  Now we have 
to travel to Dix Pit at Stanton Harcourt 
to deposit items that cannot fit into the 
recycling boxes that are collected at the 
roadside, a round trip of over 20 miles, 
taking anything up to an hour.  But if you 
think this is bad, it could be about to get 
worse.  The County Council is proposing 
to close more recycling centres across the 
county, and one of these could be Dix Pit.

The proposal aims to save the County 
£350,000.  The pressure to make savings 
comes from central government, and 
the County, not unreasonably, wants 
to protect as far as possible adult and 
children’s services; but at what cost to 
our environment?

Until six months ago, the District 
Council did not recognize rubbish 
dumped outside the bins at local bring 
sites, such as the one at Charlbury’s 
Spendlove Centre.  Everything that was 
left, including furniture, TV’s and other 
general rubbish, was carted away without 
being recorded.  When the District 
officers investigated what was dumped 
they realised that we have a big fly-tipping 
problem, and that the cost of this was 

being picked up by the District Council.  
If the County shuts down more recycling 
centres, that is likely to get worse.  If Dix 
Pit is closed, there won’t be a recycling 
centre in the whole of West Oxfordshire.  
The County may be making savings, but 
the District will be footing the fly-tipping 
bill.  That affects all of us as council tax 
payers.

The County Council is holding a 
consultation now which closes October 
5th.  To have your say, go to consultations.
oxfordshire.gov.uk and click on Household 
Waste Recycling Strategy.

Liz Leffman and Andy Graham
District Councillors

Have your say in the County’s 
consultation about recycling centres

District Council Tax
WODC’s council tax has been frozen 

for five years consecutively, services 
have been protected and grant levels 
safeguarded. The District Council’s 
element of Council Tax over the last 
five years has been £81.63 for a Band D 
property, the second lowest shire district 
charge in England.

Panto — Robin Hood
Tuesday November 17th until Sunday 
January 10th 2016

The Theatre, Chipping Norton
Box Office 01608-642350

Mon to Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-2pm
www.chippingnortontheatre.co.uk

www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiremuseum
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiremuseum


FIREWOOD

Quality Seasoned Hardwood Logs

1 Cubic Metre £75

2 Cubic Metres £130

4 Cubic Metres £240

Softwood also available

Kindling & Stacking Service

Order Online: www.jagtimber.co.uk

Tel: 01993 868001 

MARK BILLINGE
CHIMNEY SWEEP

For a clean and efficient service

 Tel.: 01367-243052
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THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Andy Compton 868271 Member
Sean Connolly 868561 Member
Nicky Higgins 868425 Proofing
Tony Hirtenstein 868600 Layout
Joy Murphy 868575 Editor

Joy.nick@gmail.com
Barbara Wells 868776 Distribution
John Wells 868776 Advertising

Photographs thanks to staff members and 
others.

Read the Finstock News online at 
finstock.org.uk; join the Finstock Yahoo 
group – groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock; 
or write to us at 63 High Street, Finstock 
Oxon OX7 3DA.

 – www.finstock.org.uk

Plan ahead – Know the deadlines
Issue Deadline
Feb/Mar First of January
April/May First of March
June/July First of May
August/September First of July
October/November First of September
December/January First of November

Please keep articles short.  As space 
is limited, the Editors reserve the 
right to shorten long pieces in the 

interest of balance.   Finstock News 
does not necessarily share the views 

expressed in readers’ letters.

THE FINSTOCK NEWS 

The Finstock News is your free village 
newsletter produced by six volunteers on 
the Editorial Committee: Andy Compton, 
Sean Connolly, Nicky Higgins, Tony 
Hirtenstein (Layout), Joy Murphy (Editor) 
and John Wells (Advertising).   Barbara 
Wells distributes newsletters to our fifteen 
volunteers that bring the newsletter to 
your home.

We are a non-profit, independent 
organisation financed through advertising; 
secular in nature and apolitical.   Our 
books are independently examined 
and are available for examination upon 
request.   For the last fifteen years, the 
newsletter has been delivered to your 
door bi-monthly for a total of six issues 
each year.

The Finstock News motto is: of the 
village, by the village, for the village.   
Anyone can contribute news, articles, or 
Letters to the Editor, but the Committee 
reserves the right to reject or edit any 
material submitted.   We accept no 
anonymous submissions but will withhold 
your name if requested.   Please give us 
your phone number or email contact with 

your submitted material in case we need 
to reach you.

The Finstock News goes to 398 homes 
in Finstock, Fawler, Wilcote, Mount 
Skippett, and Finstock and Ramsden 
Heaths.  Additional copies are given to 
Finstock School for the teachers and 
students who do not live in the village.  
Four copies are delivered to the Charlbury 
doctors’ surgery; sixteen copies go to The 
Village Shop; forty copies to The Plough; 
ten to The Royal Oak and twenty to 
Hilltop Nursery.  We also send electronic 
copies to those who have contributed 
articles or material that do not live in 
Finstock.  David Cameron, PM and local 
MP and one former resident are mailed 
hard copies of every newsletter.

Fifteen copies of the newsletter are sent 
electronically to our District Councillors 
Andy Graham and Liz Leffman, County 
Councillor Rodney Rose, Cornbury Estate, 
ORCC (Oxfordshire Rural Community 
Council), OCC (Oxfordshire County 
Council) and several advertisers or former 
residents.

You can find the Finstock News online 
at www.finstock.org.uk or you can follow 
us on Twitter and Facebook thanks to 
Andy Compton’s knowledge and efforts.  
A new addition is the Facebook Finstock 
Memories site that is filled with local 
stories of interest.

Thank you for your continued support.
 The Editorial Committee

VJ Day
A short service of celebration was 

held at the War Memorial Finstock on 
Sunday August 16th. The service was well 
attended and the Vicar gave a thoughtful 
address pointing out the positive side of 
the atom bomb, and the sad, negative 
side. There were very many civilians killed 
and two Japanese cities destroyed. Of 
course, the bombing saved the lives of 
many servicemen from the USA, Britain, 
Australia and New Zealand. The writer 
has always thought that possibly his life 
was saved by the sudden end of the war.

On another matter, I shall no longer 
organise the Poppy Collection in Finstock, 
nor attend to the prior arrangements for 
the Armistice Service after this year, when 
I hope to make 89. I would like to thank 
the many people who have helped me 
over the years. They are a very willing 
band of people who now need another 
organizer. Frank Schofield

Giles and Ellie at Oulton Park

“My children, humanity is not 
different from Nature.  Humanity 
is a part of Nature.”

The Pensoms at the Festival

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://www.artweeks.org
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SMALL ADS
(All numbers start with 01993 unless otherwise stated)

Line ads are charged at 20p per 
word, payment in advance.  
Please contact: John Wells 
on 868776. We will no 

longer be accepting inserts 
for the newsletter.

Barking Mad – Alternative to Dog 
Kennels
Call Jeannie or Amanda on 01865 
922004
Email oxon@barkingmad.uk.com
www.barkingmad.uk.com

Kings Cleaning Services (Est. 40 
years) Windows – gutters – UPVC 
frames – fascia – Specialist equipment 
for conservatories, including roofs.  Also 
domestic house cleaning. Fully insured.
Ring 882727 for a professional and 
reliable service.

The Miracle of Montmartre
“Miracles happen to those who believe in them”. Bernard Berenson

The twenty Paris Arrondissements 
are often referred to as quartiers, each 
of which is self-contained, with shops, 
cafés, a church, school and all services 
within walking distance. Together they 
define the social, cultural and economic 
life of the city.

The 18th Arrondissement has always 
attracted artists, but also contains 
something a little unusual.

The Clos de Montmartre is a tiny private 
vineyard in the shadow of Sacré-Coeur, 
founded in Roman times. Phylloxera 
destroyed the vines in the early 20th 
century and the vineyard lay fallow, much 
coveted by developers. Fortunately under 
French law nothing could be built on a 
vineyard; and a group of enterprising 
citizens replanted the vines in 1933.

The vineyard is now owned by the 
City of Paris and grows mainly Gamay 
and Pinot Noir vines. These are cool 
weather grapes but the wine-makers have 
a difficult task due to pollution and the 
vagaries of the Parisian weather.

Each year the vineyard produces up 
to 750 litres of simple, light-bodied red 

wine under the label Les Trois Baudets 
(The Three Donkeys). Harvest time in 
October has grown into a famous Fête 
des Vendages festival, which lasts for five 
days.

The wine, in bottles with labels 
designed by local artists, is considered 
‘decent’ by critics. I sense that they 
are being polite. “We are not making 
Chateau Margaux here,” says the Mayor. 
Nonetheless, it sells for €50 for a 50cl 
bottle, with all proceeds going to local 
charities.

The wine may be modest, but 
the enterprise, by any measure, is an 
outstanding success, with a profitable 
working vineyard, a beautiful location, a 
much loved annual festival and a windfall 
of money for local charities.

In my book that qualifies as a minor 
miracle. Osiris

Finstock Link
Finstock Link is the response of 

Finstock Parish Council to times of local 
emergency, such as adverse weather 
and its consequences (heavy snow, 
flood, etc.) but may be implemented at 
any time at the instigation of the Chair 
of the Parish Council. Finstock Link 
co-ordinates activity within the parish 
and where appropriate, with local 
authorities and emergency services to 
help protect the vulnerable members 
of our community and to mitigate the 
effects of the emergency to all residents. 
This includes ensuring all those in need 
of help have access to adequate medical 
provisions, emergency heating, general 
provisions and have personal care or 
contact where that is within the power 
of the Parish Council to deliver as 
emergency support. In cases of such 
emergency, a single point of contact will 
be established and communicated to 
all households in the village. The most 
frequent use of the scheme is adverse 
weather, especially snow, and volunteers 
grit in advance and clear after a snowfall 
where necessary.

We currently have 34 households 
that act as volunteers. If you would like 
to be added to the list please email the 
Parish Clerk june.pratley@btinternet.
com or speak to any Parish Councillor. 
We especially need a few more people 
available during daytime week days as 
this is a time of frequent demand for 
winter gritting.

Shaun Morley

Because of the speed at which the 
Earth moves around the Sun, a solar 
eclipse cannot last more than 7 minutes 
and 58 seconds.

Plastic bags
When you go shopping bring your 

own cloth bag, because as of October 
5th plastic bags will cost you 5 pence per 
bag in the shops.  There is every reason to 
be excited about this change which will 
reduce plastic bags in the countryside, 
in our rivers and in our oceans.  Hoorah!

mailto:june.pratley%40btinternet.com?subject=
mailto:june.pratley%40btinternet.com?subject=


Finstock 
cattery

Proprietors Julie & John Stoney

*LUXURY BOARDING

*SPACIOUS HEATED PENS

*PERSONAL CARE

*INSPECTION INVITED

8 Wards Lane, Finstock, Oxon OX7 3BP

Tel: 01993 868413

finstockcattery@aol.com

Tel: 0845 458 2980  
Mobile: 07976 261850

Email: tctrees@btinternet.com  
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery 
company with the 

integrity you can trust.
All combined aspects of Arboriculture

6

COUNTRYSIDE CONSERVATION
“Planting a tree is selfless service to society.  Just as we enjoy the presence of trees 

planted by people in the past, we too should plant for future generations.”
Leaf it out

Step away from the rake and leave your leaves alone! Fallen, rotting leaves 
are far from an unsightly mess; they’re teeming with life and are invaluable to a 
host of creatures.  Find out how leaf litter benefits the natural world – and your 
garden too. tinyurl.com/q3gve6h

More organic matter for soil
A good way to help your garden is to compost it.  This is a simple exercise 

which uses your green food and garden waste piled into a heap and left to mature 
– normally six months to a year.  Then you take the rich, crumbly soil and put it 
around your garden trees and plants.  The winter weather will do the rest of the 
work.  You can use it to suppress weeds in your vegetable garden by spreading 
between the rows of vegetables.  It is time to plant winter lettuce, hardy peas 
and broad beans, spring cabbages, autumn onion sets and garlic.

Composting By composting your garden waste, you can feed your garden 
for free with fantastic, nutrient rich compost.  Composting is a bio-oxidative 
decomposition of organic wastes under controlled conditions, which results in 
a stabilized, humus-rich material.

Water butts “Saving water will not only save the environment, but if you 
are on a water meter it will save you money on your water bill, and it will save 
you money on your energy bill if you reduce your hot water consumption.” 
(Waterwise) www.evengreener.com

Bokashi
Bokashi is a Japanese term meaning ‘fermented organic matter’.  It is often 

referred to as a type of ‘composting’ but it is actually an anaerobic fermentation 
process, resulting in a much different end product than that produced via 
composting.  Many people like bokashi because it is very easy [cooked food and 
meat can be put in], and generally (bad) odour-free.  All that is needed is a bucket 
(with lid), some special bokashi mix, and of course some organic waste.  The 
Compost Guy www.compostguy.com/bokashi-resource-page or
www.wigglywigglers.co.uk/composting/bokashi.html

How to stop your compost smelling?
Compost is waste organic material that is decomposed into rich, crumbly 

soil which can be used as a top feed for your garden soil.  There are few basic 
rules to follow: use only raw vegetable matter and add crumpled newspaper, 
cardboard boxes etc. to the compost heap if it smells.  Adding carbon rich paper 

stops high-nitrogen waste going slimy 
and smelly and means there is no 
need to turn the compost.  If you have 
a plastic compost container, leave the 
lid off every so often to stop it drying 
out.  Compost balancers are available 
at most nurseries.

Composting Good 
– Dandelion Heads 
and Bindweed Bad

When you put flowering weeds or 
weed flower buds into your compost 
heap, you are setting yourself work in 
the future – one year of seeding, ten 
years of weeding.  The buds will flower 
whether attached to a living plant or 
not and your compost will be filled with 
dandelion seeds ready to develop into 
new plants.  Only the tops of bindweed 
can be added to the compost because 
even a minute piece of bindweed root 
will set a new plant growing.  All of the 
bindweed roots and all dandelion buds 
should be disposed of in the rubbish 
bin or burned.

National Parks 
and AONBs

England’s National Parks and 
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(AONB) contribute more than £20bn 
each year to the economy, says a report.  
More than two-thirds of people in 
England live within an hour’s travel of 
a National Park or Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, which cover a quarter 
of the country.  AONB’s and National 
Parks welcome more than 260 million 
visitors who spend in excess of £6 
billion and support thousands of jobs, 
and more than 85,000 businesses.  
They provide a base for businesses that 
rely on a high quality environment; 
creative and sporting inspiration; 
homes for wildlife and people; food and 
drink; and life-enhancing experiences 
for millions of visitors of all ages.

All of these benefits come at less 
than £1 per person a year.

 tinyurl.com/ogm6qf4

Recycle for Oxfordshire 
Recycling A-Z

I f  y o u  w o n d e r  h o w  t o 
recycle something, visit: www.
recycleforoxfordshire.org.uk

www.recycleforoxfordshire.org.uk
www.recycleforoxfordshire.org.uk


We are going 
from strength to 

strength
Brand new classes and a great new timetable

there is no requirement to commit 
to a long term contract

We are open as follows:–

•	6.30am to 9.30pm, during the week and

•	7.30am to 7.30pm at the weekend.

full membership is available 
from just £31 per month!

(figure based on full dual membership)

For more details email
c.parsons@eynshamhall.com

or call 01993 885 207

WWW.eynshamhall.com

Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL
SERVICES
Poor Reception Solved
Aerials repaired & supplied
TVs - Hung on your wall for you  
Also supplied & tuned
Extra TV Points
For aerial and Sky (In HD!)
Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV

A part of

Call Witney 
01993 608118
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TVSA VILLAGE SHOP AND POST OFFICE

In October and November the 
weather gets a little colder, therefore 
we will reduce the 
amount of ice-
cream in our new 
freezer and fill the 
space with frozen 
vegetables and buy 
in a new range of 
frozen foods to go 
in our other freezer.

The  end  o f 
October brings 
witches, wizards and ghosts and the Shop 
will have some Halloween stock for you.  
Look out for our Halloween Competition!

If you are planning a bonfire party in 
November remember that we can supply 
beer, soft drinks, sausages, burgers and 
buns to provide the warming calories on 
a dark, chilly evening.

At any time of year we stock a selection 
of newspapers and magazines, as well as 
the grocery basics, with an emphasis 
on local suppliers.  For example we 
have bread, cakes, jams, chutneys, 
marmalades; meat from Patrick Strainge 
in Bampton, who himself obtains his 
supplies locally; and smoked goods from 
Upton Smokery.

We also keep three types of wild bird 
food now!

Don’t forget the 100 Club.  It supports 
the Shop and you could win a big prize 
each month.  Ask Karen for an application 
form.

Another way of supporting the Shop 
is to offer a couple of hours of your 

time, either regularly 
or on an ad hoc basis.  
We would love to 
have you; it is fun and 
training will be given.
Our food collection 
for the Food Bank is 
still doing very well.  
Thank you all for your 
generosity.
In the Finstock Post 

Office you can:–
–  post your letters and packages;
– pay the majority of your utility bills;
– withdraw cash from your bank account;
– buy foreign currency.

 Karen Williams and the volunteers

Shop opening hours:–
Weekdays 8-5.30
Saturdays 8.30-1
Sundays 9.30-11.30

Shop Telephone number – 
orderS Taken: 869096

Post Office Opening Hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-1pm

Finstock Rainbows 
and Brownies

Meetings will be held in the School 
Hall until the Village Hall reopens.

Finstock Brownies
For girls aged 7-11

Meets every Monday or Wednesday
6pm - 7.30pm in term time only.
Group 1: Wed 6-7.30pm; Group 2: Mon 
6-7.30pm

Finstock Rainbows
For all girls aged 5-7.

Meet every Wednesday 4.45pm - 5.45pm 
in term time only.

Caroline Booth 868272
 Mobile - 07890-629001
 carolinebooth4@gmail.com

Friends of Finstock 
School (FoFS)

Another summer has gone and it is 
lovely to see the fresh-faced children 
back at the school gates swapping stories 
of their summer adventures. Friends of 
Finstock School are a group of parents 
and teachers who are dedicated to raising 
funds for this special school to enable 
the children to have the best possible 
opportunities during their time there.

By the time you read this we will have 
had the Annual Finstock Children’s Fun 
Run and 10K Run. It is a wonderful event 
set in the scenic grounds of Cornbury 
Park by kind permission of Lord and 
Lady Rotherwick. Children have the 
opportunity to run one mile and wear 
their medals with pride. Adults follow a 
challenging multi-terrain route through 
beautiful parkland and have the chance 
to win a cash prize for a course record 
or individual and team prizes for 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd place. As always tea and cake are 
served and all registration fees raised are 
donated to FoFS. It is a brilliant day out for 
the children and serious competitors in a 
fabulous setting, and a key fund-raiser for 
FoFS on behalf of Finstock School. FoFS 
would like to say a very special thank you 
to Fraser Howard for organising this great 
event and also to Caroline Stevenson as 
Chief Marshal, Karen Williams as race 
commentator, the race marshals and 
families who support the event with cake 
donations and bringing children along on 
the day to join in the fun.

Next up will be Halloween: the 
children really enjoy transforming into 
scary vampires, skeletons, witches and 
the occasional cute black cat! The 
costumes are usually very convincing and 
make a ghoulish sight for sore eyes. Watch 
this space for news of the Finstock School 
Halloween Disco.

 Rachel Shaw, FoFS Chair
rachelandwarren@warrenshaw.plus.com

Southill Solar is not just about 
generating electricity.  It also includes the 
creation of five hectares of new limestone 
grassland, a nationally rare habitat rich 
with wild flowers and grasses; areas of 
seed crops to provide food for wintering 
birds; and the enhancement of existing 
hedges and field margins for the benefit 
of farmland birds, reptiles and bats.

See the Biodiversity Management 
Plan. tinyurl.com/ohcrce7



Andrew A.Adams
FCCA

Chartered Certified
Accountant

Quality personal service for your
Accounting, Taxation and

Business needs
Competitive fees agreed in 

advance
Free initial meeting

 Telephone: 07790 854574
  01993 891280
 aaadams@talktalk.net
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VILLAGE VIEWPOINT

Finstock thrives in the 
safe hands of the Parish 
Council, but rather 
than detailed reports 
of council proceedings, 
I shall attempt to give 
a sense of current 
preoccupations.

The wider context of 
traffic-flow on the A40 was explained by 
Rodney Rose; improvements will include 
a new Park and Ride near Eynsham.  
Liz Leffman announced that a new 
recycling site might be achieved if local 
parishes pool resources.  Andy Graham 
apologized for the lack of consultation 
from the Planning Department over the 
solar farm proposals.  Councillors were 
not satisfied with the explanation but 
permission has been granted for 25 years.

It has been exciting to see progress on 
the new village hall, which is ahead of 
target and within budget; and it is good 
to know that Steve Peters’ team is drawn 
from skills within Finstock.  Meanwhile, 
the school is accommodating some 
activities usually held in the hall.

You are able to follow near real-
time progress on the Village Hall 
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
finstockvillagehall.  Please note that 
you do not need to be registered with 
Facebook to read the updates.

A working park party from the 
school and Parish Council met to tidy 
and repair the Adventure Playground.  
Broken palings were replaced, vegetation 

trimmed and extra 
bark laid.  Grass which 
encroached from the 
sports field was cut 
back and it is hoped 
that the team will meet 
regularly to maintain 
the playground.

The School had 
drawn attention to the problems of dog 
fouling.  Self-closing mechanisms will 
be fitted to the gates to exclude dogs 
and notices posted banning dogs from 
the playground itself; it is not however 
possible to enforce such a ban on the 
field, which is not currently used for 
regular sporting activities.  It is hoped 
that dog owners will acknowledge the 
hazards to children of dog faeces and 
act responsibly, removing any deposits 
from the grass.

The wall enclosing the Well Hill 
woodland and the semi-circular stone 
seat have been completed using stone 
donated by Cornbury Estate, volunteers 
from the Wychwood Project, a donation 
from Cotswold AONB and local 
volunteers.  The view across the wall 
along the valley enhances this pleasant 
amenity which the Parish Council will 
continue to oversee.

 Barbara Pensom

Please note: WODC will take on the 
strimming of the Well Hill area as well 
as the Well Hill grass cutting under their 
contract with the Parish Council.

During the building of the Village 
Hall the regular Parish Council monthly 
meetings (at 8pm on the fourth Monday 
of the month) are being held in the 
School Hall.  There will also be ad hoc 
meetings at the School at 8pm on the 
second Monday of the month and focus 
primarily, on actions needed to progress 
the project.

All Parish Council meetings 
are open to the public.

Dogs using the Playing 
Field and Millennium 

Playground
The Parish Council has received 

several complaints this year of dogs 
fouling the playing field and using the 
Millennium Playground as a cut through, 
including from the school.  Consultation 
took place with Woof! in May and June, 
and the issue was considered at the July 
meeting.  The view of the council was in 
accord with Woof!’s recommendations 
and was passed.

It was resolved that dogs be banned 
from the Millennium Playground at all 
times, and owners be encouraged to 
use the short alternative diversion via the 
Allotment Field footpath.  Dog owners 
using the Playing Field are urged to pick 
up any dog faeces.  This is currently 
voluntary, but should uncollected dog 
faeces or the use of the Millennium 
Playground for walking dogs continue 
the Parish Council will consider seeking 
the introduction of a Dog Control Order 
and enforcement by the Dog Warden.

It is preferable that this remain a 
voluntary code; and dog owners are 
urged to act responsibly by carrying bags 
with them at all times, picking up faeces 
and placing them in the several dog foul 
bins that the Parish Council pays for 
located around the village.  Not using a 
children’s play area to walk a dog is simply 
common sense.  New signs should be in 
place by October. Shaun Morley

Well Hill - new walling

www.facebook.com/finstockvillagehall
www.facebook.com/finstockvillagehall


decORatOR & tRadesman 
- HOuse & HOme seRvices 

Painting and Decorating.   
Maintenance and Repairs.   

Help around the home.   

Reliable Local Tradesman.   

Richard Buck, Elbie House, 
East End, North 

Leigh, OX29 6PX 

Tel: 880166; Mob - 
07791 046583 

West Oxon
Handyman & Home 
Improvement Services

Electrical / Plumbing / Flooring / 
Decorating / Tiling / Woodwork
Flat pack furniture / Bathroom & 
kitchen installation

Quality finish Fully insured
No job too small All jobs considered

For a free quote call 01993 868725 
or 07717-878323

Email: westoxhandyman@
hotmail.co.uk
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FINSTOCK FESTIVAL 2015

I think this year’s Festival was the 
most successful for a number of years, 
especially considering the huge rain 
storms we had to endure.  My thanks 
go out to all the willing helpers creating 
a human chain bailing out the marquee 
gutters!

On Friday night we had Ags Connolly 
and the Charley Alan Band to entertain 
us, not to mention Karen with her Disco.  
All in all a great evening of music and very 
well attended for a Friday.

Saturday started with the Fantastic 
Finstock Bake Off; another mind blowing 
array of yummy cakes.

New attractions were booked this year 
to offer more to entertain the younger 
children including: the fairground 
roundabout, rare breed display, bouncy 
castles, and Showtime Shane the Magician 
and balloon sculptor were all a big hit 
with the children, and in some cases, 
the adults!

Unfortunately the rain came in at the 
end of the afternoon and put paid to 
most of the field games, tug-o-war, etc.

Amazingly the weather picked-up 
and by early evening the sun came out 
just in time for the Wood Green School 
Big Band.  They not only brought the 
sunshine they also brought something 
new to our Festival in terms of music.  
By the time they started their first set 
at 7.30pm, the marquees were bulging 
at the seams with standing room only.  
It was fantastic to see so many people 
that early on.  They were followed by 

one of Finstock’s favourite bands The 
Standard.  All in all it was a great evening 
of entertainment.

The committee and I would like to 
thank everyone who helped in setting 
up the event, running the bar, barbecue, 
Saturday afternoon attractions and, not to 
mention the Sunday pull down.  Finally, 
a big ‘Thank You’ to all you people that 
came and supported the event: with no 
customers we have no Festival.

The finances are almost completed 
and it looks like we made a profit of 
approximately £2000.  This figure is 
excellent bearing in mind we probably 
spent an extra £600 on extra Saturday 
afternoon attractions and also paying for 
the Friday night bands.  The total was 
further boosted by a generous personal 
donation from some local residents in 
thanks for a memorable day.  A wonderful 
and much appreciated gesture - thank 
you.

All I can say now is: Let’s hope 
Finstock Festival is even better in 2016!
 Colin Stringfellow, Chairman FCP

NHS 111
The free to call NHS 111 number is 

available 24 hours a day, 365 days of 
the year, offering a personalized priority 
contact service that responds to people’s 
healthcare needs when:–

•	 You need medical help fast, but it’s not 
a 999 emergency;

•	 You don’t know who to contact for 
medical help;

•	 You think you need to go to A&E or 
another NHS urgent care service;

•	 You require health information or 
reassurance about what to do next.

Save Water Oxford
We’re offering our customers in 

Oxford a range of ways to use less water. 
This will help the local environment and 
can also save you money on water and 
energy bills.

A single leaky loo can add £300 onto 
annual water bills for metered customers 
and waste five bathtubs of water each 
day.

If you have a leaky loo, give us a call 
on 0800-980-5060 and we can fix it for 
you completely free of charge.

Water-saving freebies
Oxford families can also save up to 

£180 on annual bills with our water, 
energy and money-saving freebies. 
These easy-to-fit devices can help you 
save water, energy and money without 
affecting performance. This means that 
you can fit them, forget about them and 
save money.

How much water 
do you use?

The Oxford area is classed as “seriously 
water-stressed” by the Environment 
Agency, meaning all sources of usable 
water are already in use.

Find out how much water and energy 
you use, and how much money you could 
save, by using our simple calculator:–
tinyurl.com/p64exvy

Finstock Bakeoff



PELLMANS
Your Local Solicitors

•	 Business and Employment Law                                
Contracts, Legal Compliance and  
Disputes    

•	 Property                                                                      
Buying and Selling Homes,   
Commercial and Agricultural

•	 Wills, Probate and Trusts
Tax Planning and Lasting Powers 
of Attorney

01865 884400
www.pellmans.co.uk

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Witney, 
OX29 4TB
Home visits and evening appointments 
available
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The largest geyser now only erupts 
during earthquakes, having been blocked 
by tourists throwing stones down the 
hole to try and make it erupt quicker! 
Fortunately its smaller companion still 
erupts every few minutes, and there are 
numerous bubbling pools to add to the 
attraction.

Whale watching had been one of 
the main things on our agenda but 
unfortunately, despite going on two 
excursions, we failed to see a whale; 
although we were graced by a school of 
dolphins around the boat which partly 
made up for it.  We’ll just have to go 
back and try again!  It was all a wonderful 
breath-taking experience. Paul Briner

COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT

Budget
The hard work of preparing a budget 

for 2016/17 will soon begin in earnest. 
The exact financial position will not be 
known until the end of November when 
the Comprehensive Spending Review 
is announced; this may mean that the 
final details of the Budget may not be 
decided until the January 2016 Cabinet 
meeting. It is currently expected that 
around another £60m of savings will 
have to be made; these will mean some 
difficult decisions will have to be taken in 
order to achieve a balanced budget on 
February 16th, 2016. The County Council 
has already made savings of £204 million 
since 2010. Further savings of £88 million 
by 2018 have been planned, so the 
additional £60m takes the total savings 
to £352 million. The biggest single budget 
challenge is the ever-rising cost of Social 
Care (see below).

Household Waste 
Recycling Centre 

Strategy
A HWRC strategy will aim to create 

a sustainable network of sites across the 
county that are well located for areas of 
population. The network, together with 
district council kerbside collections, will 
aim to maximise the amount of waste 
reused and recycled in the county and 
minimise the amount of material sent for 
disposal. An agreed strategy will enable 
OCC to seek contributions from new 
development to maintain and improve 
the HWRC network. In order to achieve 
a financially sustainable network of sites, 
it is proposed that the strategy to be 
consulted on is based on the following 
key objectives:–
•	reducing	the	number	of	sites;
•	locating	 sites	 to	 limit	 as	much	 as	

possible the drive times for residents;
•	locating	the	sites	as	close	as	possible	to	

the more populated centres.
A public consultation started on 

August 10th and runs until October 5th. 

It can be found here: tinyurl.com/p2efbht

A40 Strategy
When the A40 strategy was debated at 

the July Cabinet meeting, it was decided 
to take a long-term view for the A40 
corridor looking at all possible options. 
During September and October there 
will be exhibitions and open meetings 
when residents will be able to discuss 
and understand all the different options.

Cotteslowe and 
Wolvercote Roundabouts

The works at these roundabouts are 
a necessary part of the A40 strategy 
and need to be done in one go: the 
junctions are so close together that 
any works to one impact on the other. 
Doing them together also significantly 
reduces the length of time that drivers 
will be impacted upon. The work will 
take more than a year; it could have 
been done more quickly, but that would 
have involved the unacceptable closure 
of key roads.

Chipping Norton 
Consultation

If approved at the Cabinet meeting 
on September 15th, a consultation into 
the future of intermediate care beds in 
Chipping Norton will now go ahead, as 
funding for the current arrangements will 
only last until the end of March 2016. 
The consultation will be on alternative 
arrangements, which are sustainable 
beyond March 2016.

 Cllr Rodney Rose

WODC Councillor Barry 
Norton honoured

Barry Norton honoured with a 
Knighthood in the Dissolution Honours 
List. Councillor Norton has been a 
Member of the District Council for North 
Leigh since 1983 and its Leader since 
2001.

Iceland, (contd. from p.1)



CroCkford Builders
35 School Rd, Finstock, 

Oxon OX7 3DN

EST 1973
New builds, Extensions, 

Renovations,
Dry or mortar stone walling,

Groundwork, Hard landscaping,
Natural stone slate specialists,

Re-roofing,
General Maintenance.

All building work undertaken 
Domestic & Commercial

Call William on
01993 868617 OR 07817248329

01993 868333
www.theplough-inn.co.uk

Come & visit us, we’d love to see you.

Our Bar is open:
Mon: 6pm – close

Tues – Fri: 12 noon – 3pm & 6pm – close
Sat: 12 noon – close

Sun: 12 noon – 6.00pm

Our kitchen is open:
Tues – Sat

Lunch: 12 noon – 2.30pm
Dinner: 6.00pm – 9.00pm

Sunday Lunch: 12 noon – 4pm

11

FINSTOCK SCHOOL

What an exciting start to the new 
school year we have had. It is only fitting 
that our first month’s whole school theme 
was ‘Change’, as there have been a huge 
number of exciting changes at the school 
over the summer!

Firstly, as you will have read, we have 
now opened a Foundation Stage Unit 
(FSU) which provides for the Early Years 
education of children aged 3-5 years 
old. This is very exciting, and we are 
extremely grateful for the support of the 
staff and committee of the Pre-school 
for supporting us in this development. 
We wish Lesley Dore every success for 
the future. It is fantastic that Niki Harris 
has been able to stay on with us, as this 
provides great continuity for the children. 
This new provision will be a great asset 
to the school, as it acts as the ‘gateway’ 
to Finstock School and the first children 
have really enjoyed their first few days!

The new FSU, called Cherry Class, 
has enabled us to restructure the school, 
and we have added two new teachers 
to our team. Alongside this, the two 

other teachers both got married over the 
summer – so in effect all classes appear 
to have new teachers! It is always with 
such great pleasure that we employ new 
team members at Finstock School: the 
welcome that they get from the children, 
parents and community is always so 
supportive.

There have also been a few changes to 
the physical structure of the school, with 
a new ramp, repainting and even some 
gardening over the holidays – thanks to 
an army of volunteers.

The school is really looking much 
smarter, and we look forward to inviting 
members of the community to our ‘Open 
Day’ on November 14th so that they can 
see the differences.

The start of the academic year is 
always very exciting, as pupils and 
teachers alike have the whole year 
stretched out ahead of them. I know 
there are some really interesting topics 
on the horizon, including trips, visitors 
and themed weeks. This term our whole 
school theme is Footsteps Through Time 

Updated waste and 
recycling calendars 

available
Updated waste and recycling calendars 

covering October 2015 to September 
2016 are available to download from 
WODC’s website.  Alternatively, sign up 
to receive FREE email updates about your 
property direct to your inbox. www.
westoxon.gov.uk

125th anniversary of 
the birth of Agatha 
Christie – 1890-1976

“One of the luckiest things that can 
happen to you in life is to have a happy 
childhood.  I had a very happy childhood.”

Agatha Christie was a mystery writer 
and one of the world’s top-selling authors 
selling more than two billion copies 
worldwide.  Christie wrote 66 detective 
novels and fourteen short story collections 
under her own name, most of which 
revolve around the investigative work 
of such characters as Hercule Poirot, 
Jane Marple, and Tommy and Tuppence 
Beresford.  She also wrote the world’s 
longest-running play, The Mousetrap.  
In 1971, she was made a Dame by 
Elizabeth II at Buckingham Palace for her 
contribution to literature.
The Plough Inn Finstock

A very warm welcome awaits you at 
The Plough!

Tuesday’s fish and chips special two 
for the price of one continues; as does 
Thursday’s two steaks and a bottle of 
wine for £30. The full menu is available 
always.

Quiz nights continue on the first 
Monday of the month raising funds for 
village organisations. Bar open at 6pm 
and quiz begins at 8pm.

Our Christmas menu is available from 
Tuesday December 1st for lunch and 
dinner. Christmas day we will be open 
for lunch and Christmas Eve as usual. 
Boxing Day and Christmas evening we 
will be closed at night. New Year’s Eve 
will provide you with a free buffet and a 
glass of prosecco.

Thank you for your support!

with the Cherry and Oak classes looking 
at Finstock and the local area, Beech class 
investigating the Romans, and Cedar class 
studying the Battle of Britain.

We are always keen to invite members 
of the community into our classes, and 
if you have any experiences you could 
share in support of these themes please 
do let us know.

 Sue Dawe, Headteacher

We did not weave the web of life, we are 
merely strands in it. Whatever we do to the 
web, we do to ourselves. Chief Seattle 1854



Hilltop Garden Centre, Witney Rd, Ramsden, Oxon, OX7 3AS  
Tel: 01993 868403  www.hilltopgc.co.uk
Open 9 - 5.30 Monday - Saturday, 10.30 - 4.30 Sunday. 
Our Restaurant & Pizza Café close half an hour before the garden centre.

HILLTOP GARDEN CENTRE
is a popular day out for all the family, including the dog!  

Our magical Christmas

Department opens
Saturday 24th October

 RESTAURANT

Great range of 
spring flowering 
bulbs now in!

YOU’LL FIND US  on the Witney Road between Charlbury and Witney.

Soft Play Barn
Play for up to two hours 
from £2.50 per child*.

Outdoor Fort
Play for FREE & wander around our Nature Trail. 
*For Seasons Card Members. Join for FREE in-store.

CHILD'S PLAY
Relax in the 
Restaurant, famous 
with locals for tasty 
breakfasts, lunches
and home baking.

BULBS
CHRISTMAS
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The bees and butterflies make the most of the nectar from the late flowering 
Sedum spectabile, with its pink clusters of flowers over green foliage and the 
pinkish red flowers of Sedum Touch down teak, its spreading mound of claret-
purple foliage, ideal for pots, alpine beds, rockeries and other hot, dry spots.  
The flower heads look great, and if left during the winter, add shape and texture 
to the border.  Insects also love the blue flowers of Scabious, which has a good 
display of flowers from April until November (if dead-headed).  The blue flowers 
with white centres of the Geranium Rosanne, and purple red 
flowers of Ann Folkard with the dark red, orange and gold 
Nasturtium flowers, continue to bloom in the last of the 
sunshine until the first frost.

Amongst the Acers with their spectacular leaf shapes and 
colours, is the Killarney strawberry tree (Arbutus unedo) with 
its rough, shredding, red-brown bark, small, pitcher-shaped 
bell-shaped creamy-white or pink flowers, and bearing the 
previous year’s ripening of red, edible strawberry-like fruits.

For most of the year you could walk right past a Katsura tree (Cercidiphyllum 
japonicum), without a second glance; but in autumn it always stops people in 
their tracks, not just because of its autumn colour but because of its wonderful 

aroma.  As the heart shaped leaves turn yellow, they 
produce a compound called maltol, making the whole tree 
smell of burnt toffee, or candyfloss.  Maltol is used as a 
flavour enhancer in the food industry, where it’s known 
by the E number E636.

Under the trees you will see drifts of the white and pink 
autumn flowering cyclamen (Cyclamen hederifolium).  The 
large purple, pink and white 
flowers of the Colchicums are 
also apparent.  A new feature 

ground cover plant, the Siberian Bugloss (Brunnera 
macrophylla) “Jack Frost”, with its large silver heart 
shaped leaves, lasting into the late autumn, does not 
seem to suffer slug damage and provides a display 
as good as any Hosta.  They go well with the black-leaved Ophiopogon planiscapus 
‘Nigrescens’ and can make a good striking display in a pot, for shady places.  
Another variety of Brunnera, Hadspen cream has apple green leaves with a wide 

Cornbury Estate Report
A temporary electric stock fence 

has been installed along the footpath 
between North Lodge and Southill on 
the Cornbury Estate.  This is to contain 
the cattle which have been grazing there 
since the summer.  Please be extra careful 
when walking on the path and especially 
vigilant with dogs while the cattle are 
there.

Follow us on Twitter @CornburyPark 
and at Facebook.com/CornburyPark, or 
get in touch by emailing us at: estate@
cpark.co.uk or phoning 01608-811276.

Bird wonders
A bird’s eye can take up to 50% of 

its head; our eyes take up almost 5% of 
our head. To be comparative to a bird’s 
eyes, our eyes would have to be the size 
of cricket balls!

Almost one in five of the world’s 
10,000 bird species undertake an annual 
migration between its breeding and non-
breeding ranges, delivering a seasonal 
change to bird communities on a global 
scale. BTO News July/August 2015
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cream border, and they both produce 
sprays of small sparkling bright eyed 
blue flowers in the spring.

Then to brighten up even the 
drabbest late autumn days, are the 
yellow crocus like f lowers of the 
“winter daffodil” or “lily of the field”, 
Sternbergia lutea.

Enjoy the garden,

 Robert Bigwood

Concern over Witney 
Ward Closure 

A ward of 30 beds at Witney Community 
Hospital will shut for seven months and 
deploy staff elsewhere in the county. 

The announcement was made by 
Oxford NHS Foundation Trust, which said 
the move would enable it to safely open 
24 beds at other hospitals. 

Oxford Healthwatch chairman Eddie 
Duller said: “The Trust should make a 
statement spelling out the staffing levels 
and financial situation across its eight 
hospitals so that the public have a clearer 
picture.”
Healthwatch newsletter September 2015
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