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S  igns of spring are beginning to fill our gardens with lovely little snowdrops. Robert talks about 
all the early flowering plants that brighten our gardens and bring food for 
the bees on page 12. We have the latest reports from our MP, County 

and District councillors, as well as our own Parish Council. There are interesting 
articles from various sources that speak about the use of the Village Hall (now on 
pages 3 and 9), the final accounting of the Finstock Festival last year on page 10, 
another great walk from Viv on page 11, a plea for more users of our great amenity 
the village shop and PO on page 9 and the final placement of the Millennium 
Wallhanging in the hall on page 1.

We begin this issue with a new series of articles celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of the Representation of the People Act 1918, which gave some 
women the right to vote.

The RighT To VoTe
The Representation of the People Act 1918 enfranchised all men, as well as all 

women over the age of 30, who met minimum property qualifications to be able 
to vote. Ten years later, the Conservative government passed the Representation 
of the People (Equal Franchise) Act giving the vote to all women over the age of 
21 on equal terms with men.

Historically, enfranchisement was linked to freeing slaves; being female without 
rights was a form of slavery tying women to first their fathers and then their 
husbands. The right to vote gave women value in the workplace and provided 
aspiration and freedom to explore other opportunities beside marriage and child-
rearing. The right to vote meant that women were more than mothers, more 
than wives; they were individuals in their own right. The fight continues today 
for equal pay between the sexes as women continue to be paid less than men 
while performing the same or similar work, but we have made strides toward 
further equality.

To celebrate the 100th anniversary giving women the right to vote, the Finstock 
News would welcome village women to write about their own experience in part 
thanks to their having the right to vote. My story begins the series on page 7 and 
Barbara Wells comments are on page 8.

MillenniuM 
Wallhanging

At last the Millennium Wallhanging 
is back in its original home! Although 
the actual needlework is still in the 
Upper Room of the Parish Church, a 
photograph, deftly contrived by Neil 
Hanson, shows it in its original unified 
form. This photograph now hangs in 
the Village Hall by the door into the 
large hall.

We are most grateful to those who 
originally supported Pamela McDowell 
(some of whom are unknown or 
have died or left the village) and to 
the needlewomen who stitched the 
individual pieces. More recently, we 
thank the group who have supported 
our efforts to return the Wallhanging 
to the hall and who have funded the 
photograph.

During these seventeen years visible 
changes have taken place in the village. 
The Wallhanging remains, however, as 
a testimony to their faith in Finstock as 
a good place to live.

Friends of Finstock School (FoFS)

 Thank you to everyone who came along and supported us 
at the Christmas Fayre. We do this jointly with the Church 
every year, and this year was another lovely event, with festive 
food and gifts. Father Christmas found time to fit in a visit, 
and the elves were very busy making a fantastic grotto for 
him. Our thanks to everyone who worked so hard to help 
put on this event!

Dawn Simpkins On behalf of FoFS

Mt.Skippett
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February
10th Social dominoes
12th – 16th Half term
16th  Sex, Drink and Death in 17th 

Century - FLHS

March
From March 1st only Jane Austen 
£10 notes are accepted in payment
3rd Gameblast
10th Dominoes knock-out
16th The Watlington Hoard FLHS

ladies, give us 
your support!

Give all your unwanted old bras a 
new lease of life and help raise money 
for breast cancer research. Bring them 
to Joy Murphy at 63 High Street. Against 
Breast Cancer will receive a donation 
based on the weight of bras we collect, 
so every bra counts!

Finstock local 
history Society

February 16th - Sex, Drink and 
Death in the 17th Century, by Tim 
Healey Exploring three aspects of 
seventeenth century-life in an exciting 
and visual presentation. Tim is a 
popular speaker at historical societies, 
U3A groups and other associations. 
All talks are accompanied by stunning 
visual images

March 16th - The Watlington 
Hoard: King Alfred's coins and 
Viking treasures, by Dr John Naylor. 
The Watlington hoard was recently 
acquired by the Ashmolean Museum 
for £1.35M. This talk will explore 
the story of the hoard, the coins and 
objects it contains and why it is such 
an important find for understanding late 
9th-century Oxfordshire. John is the 
Portable Antiquities Scheme National 
Finds Adviser for post-Roman coinage.

All meetings at 8pm on Fridays 
unless otherwise stated, at Finstock 
Village Hall, OX7 3BU. Refreshments 
available from 7.35pm. Entry to single 
talks £2.50.

F o l l o w  u s  o n  F a c e b o o k 
a t  w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
FinstockLocalHistorySociety/

Email - finstocklocalhistorysociety@
gmail.com

north leigh 
history Society

February 6th Crime and Punishment 
in Victorian England. A talk by Dr 
Simon Wenham.

March 6th The History of Culham 
Laboratory. A talk by Dr Stephen Kirby.

Meeting at 7.30pm at Turner Hall, 
Church Road, North Leigh OX29 6TX. 
All welcome.

Visitors £4, Members free. Further 
details from Diana Power 882301

new Year, new Term 
at Finstock Baby and 

Toddler group!
We all enjoyed our festive break but 

were also glad to return to our friendly 
group on January 10th! The little ones 
all love the space in the hall to run 
around and have fun with their friends, 
especially during this cold season. The 
adults too have been making the most 
of a chance to catch up over a hot drink 
and cake.

During this term we will have all the 
usual things on offer (toys, activities, 
snacks and hot drinks for the little 
ones, cake and chat for the adults!) 
Plus we will have some themed crafts 
to celebrate Valentine’s Day, Mothering 
Sunday and finish with Easter activities. 
Half term is quite early (February 12th – 
16th) when we will have a week off, and 
then we will be back for more fun. End 
of term is the last week of March with 
an Easter Party! We love any excuse to 
provide an even larger array of yummy 
goodies and maybe even an egg hunt.

Look out for further details on our 
Facebook page!

You can keep up-to-date with what 
we are doing on Facebook, or contact 
us on finstocktoddlergroup@gmail.
com. We look forward to seeing you 
there. If you haven't tried us out yet, 
come along for a free first session!

Helen Fallows

a guide to the 
Wychwood Way - 
Revised edition

New pocket sized ‘DL’ guide - easy 
to carry on a walk now includes ten 
shorter circular walks. Available via 
the Wychwood Project website www.
wychwoodproject.org or direct from 
the project office. All proceeds support 
the Wychwood Project work across 
the area.

£3.50 plus postage and packing of 
£1.75. To order from the office please 
send your cheque for £5.25, together 
with your name, and delivery address 
to Wychwood Project, WODC Offices, 
Elmfield, New Yatt Road, Witney, Oxon, 
OX28 1PB.

	 0	 .	 Village eVenTS 	 0	 .

MARK BILLINGE
CHIMNEY SWEEP

For a clean and efficient service

 Tel.: 01367-243052

The Codfather Fish & Chip van
is opposite Finstock Village Hall
every Saturday from 4 to 8pm

Thank you for your  
continued support

The Codfather van is in Charlbury
at Spendlove every Sunday 4 - 9pm

The Codfather Shop in Witney’s
Thorney Leys provides gluten free 

fish and chips every Thursday

homeseeker Plus
Hundreds of people in West 

Oxfordshire have been able to find 
a new home thanks to an online 
allocation system. Homeseeker Plus 
has accommodated 402 applicants in 
suitable Housing Association properties. 
Homeseeker Plus lists vacant houses 
across the District for rent online. 
Prospective and existing tenants are 
banded according to their individual 
needs and can then ‘bid’ for properties 
suited to their circumstances. The 
scheme replaced the Housing Waiting 
List. Properties are advertised weekly 
and when the advertising period ends 
the Council will offer each property to 
the most appropriate bidder. WODC.
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Winter Welcome at the hall

An evening with Gordon Giltrap 
and Nick Hooper

Saturday November 26th 2017
Setting off for Finstock on a freezing 

November night, I was grumpy. A drive 
from Birmingham to fulfil a promise 
to eventually visit the new Finstock 
Village Hall did not appeal. My last visit 

was in March 
2015 to see 
guitarist Nick 
H o o p e r 
perform with 
Irish singer/
m u s i c i a n 
Mick Henry 

and poet Bernard O’Donoghue. 
Memories of that rare evening in the 
distinctive old wooden hall (since 
demolished) decorated with corn 
dollies and handmade garlands, had 
long lingered. This time I headed to 
Finstock prepared to be disappointed. 
Change, a new-build – how could that 

compare with history and charm? I 
would soon learn.

As I arrived, the honey-stoned hall 
beamed its welcome under a crisp, 
star-sparkled, velvet sky. Inside, the 
fresh high-ceilinged hall with peach-
lit walls, felt like it was waiting for the 
evening’s performance, which once 
again featured guitarist and composer 
Nick Hooper, 
this time in 
c o m p a n y 
with Gordon 
Giltrap - and 
waiting, like a 
blank canvas, 
for all the future events that would 
penetrate its plaster.

This evening’s contribution was 
an accomplished musical menu by 
Gordon and Nick served with lashings 
of mellow camaraderie and generosity, 
including Gordon’s uplifting Maddie 
Goes West, Heartsong, his infectious 

single from the late 1970s, and Mrs 
Singer’s Waltz demonstrating the 
delayed ‘echo’ effect of the Paul Brett 
Viator guitar. Nick gave us visions of 
Ireland through pieces such as Road to 
Sligo and the haunting Lament to Owen 
Roe O’Neill. Gordon’s riposte included 
On Camber Sands evoking seagulls and 
the lapping of waves.

Long may the new Finstock Village 
Hall contribute to the traditions being 
kept alive in the 10,000 plus village halls 
dotted across the English countryside. 
And long may it delight visitors on chilly 
winter nights.

By Bernadette Lynch

Pilates at the 
Village hall

A new Pilates class is starting in 
February at the Village Hall.

Pilates is a series of movements which 
help align and strengthen the body so 
everyday activities become more fluid 
and controlled. Pilates can also help 
keep aches and restrictions more 
manageable and give us confidence in 
how we move. It is appropriate for all 
ages and most levels of ability.

The class offers a flexible approach 
in a relaxed atmosphere to cater for 
different levels of ability and experience. 
All equipment will be provided.

If you are interested in starting Pilates 
or have done some before and would 
like to know more, why not come 
along?

The class is taught by Clare Nuttall, 
a local chiropractor from Hailey. She 
is a Pilates instructor and has also 
studied Tai Chi for 15 years. For more 
information and to sign up, please email 
Clare at info@wychwoodchiropractic.
com or ring 700646.

Pilates meets on Tuesdays 10.45am-
11.45am. First class Tuesday February 
20th 2018. Hope to see you there.

All England's Six Nations rugby 
matches in February and April will be 
shown live in HD on the big HD screen 
at the Village Hall. Bar opens an hour 
before the match or when advertised 
- some other games may be shown - 
watch out for details. Half-time food 
for sale.

Friday April 13th Evenlode Folk 
presents Wild Willy Barrett's French 
Connection: A Mange-Tout Far! 

Doors 7.30pm, performance at 8pm, 
bar, cards accepted for payment.

T i c ke t s  £10  ad vance  f r om 
www.wegot ticket s.com or email 
villagehallfinstock@gmail.com or £12 
on the door.

From a cafe in Paris, via a hoolie in 
Dublin, to a night out in New Orleans 
with rip-roaring fiddle and banjo – this 
band does it all! Multi-talented Wild 
Willy Barrett at his entertaining best 
alongside charismatic and captivating 
French singer Aurora Colson. Innovative 
arrangements beautifully performed 
on instruments including the guitar, 
cello, fiddle, banjo and uilleann pipes 
-- all overlaid with a large dose of wry 
humour.

A great night out unlike anything else 
on offer in the UK at the moment.

Village hall eVenTS

rAMsdEn

th
E

royAL oA
K

Enjoy thE finEst 
winE bEEr & food

A tradition of warm hospitality 
since the 17th century.

info@royaloakramsden.com
www.royaloakramsden.com

Mon - Fri: 11.30-3.00pm, 6.30-11.00pm
Sat: 11.30pm Sun: 12.00-10.30pm

Tel: 01993 868213

Painting, Decorating 
Curtain & Blind fitting

Local & Reliable Tradesman  
House & Home Services

INTERIOR DECORATING HOME

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

PERIOD PROPERTY EXPERIENCE 

FULLY INSURED

Email: rickbuck10@gmail.com

Richard Buck

Elbie House, East End

Tel:  01993 880166
Mob: 07791 046583

Village Hall Events continued on page 9

www.royaloakramsden.com
buck@elbiehouse.freeserve.co.uk
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The ediTorial CommiTTee
Lesley Dore 868280 Distribution 
Nicky Higgins 868425 Proofing
Tony Hirtenstein 868600 Proofing
Joy Murphy 868575 Editor

Joy.nick@gmail.com
Ann Sullivan 868597 Advertising
Photographs thanks to staff members and others.
Read the Finstock News online at www.finstock.
org.uk; join the Finstock Yahoo group – groups.
yahoo.com/group/finstock; or write to us at 63 
High Street, Finstock Oxon OX7 3DA.
Plan ahead – Know the deadlines
Issue Deadline
Feb/Mar First of January
April/May First of March
June/July First of May
August/September First of July
October/November First of September
December/January First of November
Please keep articles short. As space is limited, the 
Editors reserve the right to shorten long pieces in the 
interest of balance. Finstock News does not necessarily 
share the views expressed in readers’ letters.

DeaR eDiToR:

Dogs and sheep
We have had to put down six of our 

sheep because of dog attacks. That 
means that one-tenth of our flock was 
killed in three months (we think by the 
same dogs). This not only makes our 
flock financially unsustainable, it is also 
incredibly distressing. The dogs do not 
kill the sheep – they rip out their necks 
and guts and leave them to suffer a long 
and painful death. 

Anyone who has witnessed dogs 
worrying sheep in the Mount Skippet 
area, please get in touch with Rebecca 
Jones (rebeccahawkins524@btinternet.
com). We would like to compile a 
dossier of evidence for the Police so we 
can stop these attacks and safeguard 
the future of our flock. 

Many thanks for any help you can 
give us.

Rebecca and Simon Jones

Thank you note
I would like to say how much everybody 
seemed to enjoy the lovely lunch at the 
Village Hall on Saturday December 
16th. I am sure that speaking for 
everyone who was invited, it was a 
great treat. Many hours of work by the 
organisers ensured the success of both 
the meal and entertainment. Thank you 
also to the Finstock Beer Festival which 
financed the event. Well done and 
thank you to the Good Companions.

Frank and Janet Schofield

Hotel
We’ve made a few changes, come and see.  Always open.

The Brasserie
We poached the head chef  from The Randolph in Oxford,  

come and try his food. Open from 7.00pm – 9.30pm

The Gun Room Bar
We transformed ours into a relaxing bar for everyone,  

come for light meals and snacks Open from 12.00pm – 9.30 pm

Leisure Club
Swimming pool, gym and fitness classes.  
Join ‘The Club’ not a Gym. Open daily

www.eynshamhall.com | enquiries@eynshamhall.com 01993 885200
North Leigh, Witney, Oxfordshire OX29 6PN

Parish Council Report
The November 2017 Parish Council meeting was the most recent at the time 
of writing. At that meeting we heard from our County and District Councillors 
regarding various issues of interest to villagers, including: highway maintenance, 
bus services and waste collection. We were also updated by Village Foundations, 
developers exploring house building options in the village, on their thoughts 
following their open meeting earlier in the year. Councillors decided to postpone 
discussion until such a time as Village Foundations formally submit proposals – at 
which point there will be substantive plans to consider and comment on. 

The Finance Sub-Committee presented a draft budget for 2018/2019. After 
discussion councillors unanimously agreed to set a precept of £19,119 to allow 
us to meet existing costs and projected increases in expenditure resulting from 
inflation, taking over the responsibility of the churchyard burial ground (which is 
now full), meeting the safety requirements and user expectations of the adventure 
playground, and increased admin costs associated with legal requirements – such 
as publishing PC information on the Internet. While this is a 7 percent rise in the 
tax base it represents a relatively modest £4.40 per year increase in the council 
tax for a Band D household. 

Mike Woodfield

Norman Sullivan was a transplant from Scotland who made Finstock 
his home for 60 years after marrying local lady Edna Langford. Before 
passing away, Norman gave two wheelchairs to the village for anyone 
to use that may need one. One wheelchair is now at the church 
and the second one was placed at the Village Hall in mid-January.  
Thank you Norman!

‘When you have two persons in a room, you do not have two, you have six! 
What each person is; what each person thinks he or she is; 

and what each person thinks the other is.’

The world produces more than 3.5 million tons of garbage a day. 
 Do your bit by reducing consumption,  

re-using or re-purposing items and recycling what you can. 

Joy.nick@gmail.com
www.finstock.org.uk
www.finstock.org.uk
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
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SMALL ADS
(All numbers start with 01993 unless otherwise stated)

Use the Village Hall  
for your next event.  

Contact  
villagehallfinstock@gmail.

com or 868020

Friendly hairstylist - 
Haircuts in your home  

Any age, male or female 
Reasonable rates.  

Alison Pritchard 
Tel 01608 810533

Don’t forget you can view Finstock 
News online at  

finstock.org.uk/the-finstock-news
Line ads are charged at 20p per  

word, payment in advance  
Please contact:  

Ann Sullivan on 868597

RoBeRT CouRTS, MP
By the time you read this, Christmas will seem like a distant memory and we 

will be well into the New Year enjoying the lengthening days and – if I am being 
very optimistic – some slightly warmer weather! 

As I write this the memory of visiting 
the Christmas Fair at Finstock Village Hall 
is still fresh. I greatly enjoyed meeting 
many of you, seeing the excellent 
products on offer and helping to draw 
the lucky raffle winners. Finstock does 
these events very well; I am always 
impressed by the community spirit and 
I congratulate the organisers that made 
the fair possible. 

The New Year will see me back to 
work in Parliament and Westminster, as 

I start my second full year as your Member of Parliament. So far, I have already 
been in correspondence with over one in 15 constituents, visited over a third of 
West Oxfordshire schools - including Finstock Primary - and met with over one 
hundred businesses and charities. 

I also keep thousands of you up-to-date with my work in Westminster and 
West Oxfordshire (as well as local news and activities) with my fortnightly email 
newsletter. If you are interested, you can sign up through my website at www.
robertcourts.co.uk. 

As your representative in Parliament, I am always keenly aware that I am 
speaking on your behalf on everything from broadband to potholes, animal welfare 
to defence. It is therefore important for me to get out in the constituency and 
speak to as many of you as possible to inform my work in Westminster, as well 
as communicating back what is happening in Parliament and what that means 
for West Oxfordshire. 

I look forward to meeting many more of you around Finstock and West 
Oxfordshire and if you see me do feel free to stop me for chat. Failing that, if 
you would like to contact me about any issue, please do email me at robert@
robertcourts.co.uk I would greatly appreciate hearing your views. 

lions Club emergency Card and Message in a Bottle 
The Lions Club are encouraging everyone to plan ahead and keep an Emergency 

Message in a Bottle – which they can provide to you for free – in your fridge, which 
details what special medication you take or allergies, which can be a potential 
lifesaver, along with next of kin and emergency contacts. All Emergency Services 
are aware of the Message in a Bottle, and by displaying the green stickers in your 
home; they will know to locate the bottle in your fridge.

 The Lions have now launched a small 'Message in a Wallet' card where you 
can fill in the same information which you can keep in your wallet or purse, 
should you have an accident when outside of the house. 

Robert Courts, MP

PJR 
Plumbing & Heating 
Installation, service, repair 

Gas safety certificates 

 
Tel:  01993 881069 
Mob:  07515 733398 
email:  rj_pimm@hotmail.com 

Open Monday - Saturday by 
apointment only.
Please contact us to book 
an appointment.

Wendy Heather
Rock Glen, The Bungalow
Leaaeld Road, Finstock
Oxfordshire,  OX7 3DB

Tel: 01993 868118        Mobile: 0796 8733412  
Email:     wendy@wychwoodgrooming.co.uk
Website:     www.wychwoodgrooming.co.uk.

Services  include:
Collection & drop-off facility
Hydrotherapy bathing
Full groom & styling
Removal of knots & tangles
Hand stripping
GGrooming for show on selected breeds
Nail trimming

A member of

City  & Guilds Qualiied Groomer 
ts.

villagehallfinstock@gmail.com
villagehallfinstock@gmail.com
finstock.org.uk/the-finstock-news
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CounTRYSiDe ConSeRVaTion
Came the Spring with all its splendor, All its birds and all its blossoms, All its flowers, and leaves, and grasses Longfellow, Hiawatha

 Woodstock Dental Practice 

 
Mr Michael Habisreutinger 
Miss Fiona Murphy 
Dr Alison Lockyer  

   

 Situated adjacent to Woodstock town  
car park 

 Long-established dental practice 

 State-of-the-art modern cosmetic dentistry 

 Flexible payment options 

 
 Crowns, veneers, bridges and dentures  

 Implants 

 Tooth straightening and whitening 
 
 

 

17 Union Street, Woodstock, Oxon OX20 1JF 
01993 812617  

www.woodstock-dental.co.uk  
info@woodstock-dental.co.uk 

 

CroCkford Builders
35 School Rd, Finstock, 

Oxon OX7 3DN

EST 1973
New builds, Extensions, 

Renovations,
Dry or mortar stone walling,

Groundwork, Hard landscaping,
Natural stone slate specialists,

Re-roofing,
General Maintenance.

All building work undertaken 
Domestic & Commercial

Call William on
01993 868617 OR 07817248329

garden Waste 
The for tnight ly garden waste 

collection service costs £30 per bin, per 
year and runs from April 1st to March 
31st. For more information see www.
westoxon.gov.uk/garden. 

The Wychwood Project aims to raise 
awareness of the history and heritage of 
the Royal Hunting Forest of Wychwood, 
and to encourage local people to take 
part in and benefit from restoration, 
conservation and enhancement of the 
rich mosaic of landscapes and habitats 
within the Forest boundaries. Become 
a member today; for just £3 per month 
(individual membership) you will be 
contributing to conservation on your 
doorstep. 

As a new member you will receive 
a native sapling tree either planted 
on your behalf or posted for you to 
plant yourself, with a planting and 
care booklet. Join online at www.
wychwoodproject.org/membership.

 get active in the new 
Year – Volunteer with 
the Wychwood Project 
In 2017 volunteers helped us plant 

over 1,500 trees, coppice woodland, 
lay hedges, repair dry stone walls, 
and monitor Barn Owls and Flora to 
improve West Oxfordshire's habitats 
and landscape. Volunteering is on offer 
every month. 

Come and join us to get some exercise 
and fresh air, meet some friendly fellow 

volunteers and help the Wychwood 
Project. For more information a visit: 
www.wychwoodproject.org or Tel: 
07584 262437 (Mon, Wed, Thur) 

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
WychwoodProjector email: info@
wychwoodproject.org.uk 

orinoco 
Orinoco is a small but popular 

charity, based in Oxford, committed 
to reuse and to providing interesting 
and unusual materials and tools for 
creative and DIY projects. We collect 
waste and unwanted household items 
from local businesses and individuals 
and sell it at very low prices through 
the Scrapstore. Orinoco also runs a 
‘scrapmobile’, which offers creative play 
opportunities for children using waste 
materials at outdoor festivals and play 
days. bullingdon-community-centre.
co.uk 

MPs call for a 25p ‘latte levy’ to 
combat UK disposal cup waste – 
Good idea! The UK throws away 2.5 
billion disposable coffee cups every 
year 

District Councillor 
update on homelessness

Following my previous report on 
homelessness, my letter to the Witney 
Gazette and further probing questions 
at WODC, the council has now agreed 
to build a small number of flats on 
land specifically to address the needs 

of the homeless. This is a step in the 
right direction as it would end the 
emergency accommodation largely 
being provided, inappropriately, at 
Travelodges. A more common-sense 
approach is finally being used. There is 
still more to be done and I will continue 
working to end homelessness in West 
Oxfordshire by ensuring all agencies 
involved in mental health, housing 
and other issues are brought together 
ending a piece meal approach to what 
I know many residents care about and 
want resolving. 

Community 
Policing awards 

Nominations have begun for this 
year’s Community Policing Awards 
which recognise the work of officers, 
staff and volunteers who have made 
the greatest contribution to their 
community over the past year. If you 
know someone who has gone above 
and beyond in their role; someone 
you believe should be recognised for 
their hard work and efforts over the 
last year then don’t miss the chance to 
nominate your local hero, nominations 
close on February 26. Visit: www.
neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/da/203989. 
As one of your councillors, I represent 
you first and foremost, so please feel 
free to contact me if there are any issues 
you need assistance with. Let us hope 
2018 is a more positive year than 2017.

Cllr. Andy Graham 
andyg2439@gmail.com
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Constructing a female 
My Mother taught me and my sisters this old ditty when we were little: 

Sugar and spice and everything nice, that’s what little girls are made of 
Fortunately, this little girl was also born with energy and curiosity. Being sweet 

and spicey sounded like a caricature of being female rather than acknowledging 
that being female is simply one manifestation of our species. At base we may be 
different biologically, but we all share the same brain capacity and nearly all the 
same physical abilities. 

Born in 1944 in Colorado, I grew up watching construction. First there were new 
homes built for returning servicemen. Next, schools were built to accommodate 
the Baby Boom generation. As a young girl I’m afraid that being girly – wearing 
dresses and sitting politely was not my comfort zone. I wanted to shoot marbles, 
play volleyball and climb trees. One thing that always fascinated me was walking 
on construction sites after the contractors had gone home and learning how 
things were assembled. 

Although construction is a man’s job historically, when the opportunity to 
work in the construction field presented itself to me after my child-rearing 
years, I was very happy to accommodate it in my life. Without concern that 
a pregnancy would interfere in my work, I was hired. My construction history 
spanned building custom homes in Arizona, finishing office suites in a high rise 
complex in Colorado, building retail stores and a computer room in California, 
building another computer room, a couple of apartment complexes, clean rooms 
and industrial spaces in Colorado and then joining a national company based 
in Washington DC in charge of physical security for their buildings nationwide.

 Construction was a good employment field and never boring. Even when 
building something I had previous experience in building, each job was unique. 
Being female in the modern age not only gave me the right to vote, it also gave 
me the freedom to choose the job that suited me. 

Joy Murphy 

County Councillor Report 
As a member of the Performance Scrutiny Committee, I have been involved 

in the budget process recently. The budget will be discussed in Cabinet and then 
in full Council in February. 

In past years, the capital budget has been done on a year-by-year basis, but 
this year we are looking at a 10 year rolling budget, which allows us to look ahead 
and make longer term decisions. This will be helpful especially where Highways is 
concerned, as it allows for forward planning of road maintenance. The intention 
is for Locality Groups to have a far greater input on road maintenance in future. 
This should help rural areas, as councillors will be in a stronger position to lobby 
for roads and verges that are too often ignored. The good news is that there are 
no further cuts scheduled to the Highways budget. That being said, given that 
there is no increase either, the best we can hope for is that really bad rural roads 
get more of a look-in than at present. 

One somewhat controversial proposal is that people accessing social care in 
rural areas may have to pay more to cover the extra cost of providing care in the 
home. The Liberal Democrats will be looking carefully at this and other proposals 
of this kind to ensure that residents in rural areas are not treated any less fairly 
than residents in urban areas. 

Again, in my capacity as a member of the Performance Scrutiny Committee, I 
have agreed to take on a review of recycling across the County. This is because 
recycling rates have been falling countywide. I will be working with officers to look 
at the reasons for the shortfall and how the County can work with the District 
and City councils to improve recycling rates. In particular, I will be looking at 
whether the closure of recycling centres and the introduction of charging has 
impacted negatively on recycling. 

Liz Leffman
 

Register with 
Talking health 

You can receive the Talking Health 
newsletter, which highlights initiatives 
and events taking place in our localities 
and among our partner organisations 
in the NHS, local government and 
in the voluntary and third sector 
by registering with OCCG's online 
consultation tool 'Talking Health' and 
selecting the newsletter option consult.
oxfordshireccg.nhs.uk/consult.ti/system/
register or email: richard.mccrann@
nhs.net.

niCola MoRgan DC MMCa

Registered Chiropractor – 
McTimoney Technique

Kimber Cottage, Holly Tree Cottages,
Woodstock Rd, Earls Lane,
Charlbury OX7 3ET Deddington OX15 0TQ

Tel: 07968-381335
I have almost 30 years’ experience 
in this gentle, effective manipulative 
therapy, which is suitable for many 
condit ions and ages. I  of fer very 
f lexible appointment times in two 
locations.

See www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk

Provider for BUPA, PPP, WPA and all  
major health insurance companies

Member of the General Council & Register 
for Chiropractors and the McTimoney 

Chiropractic Association.

AIRPORT TRANSFERS- 
WITNEY SHUTTLE 

 

 

WE PROVIDE DIRECT 
TRANSFERS FROM 

FINSTOCK TO HEATHROW 
(& other airports/cruise 

terminals etc).  
 

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL, 
FRIENDLY & EXTREMELY 

RELIABLE. 
 

 Please call or email for prices. 
 

INFO@WITNEYSHUTTLE.COM 
01993 705993 

FREEPHONE: 0800 043 4633 

http://www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
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Finstock School
Happy New Year! We hope you had a wonderful 

break and a good New Year.
At school we have been busy reflecting on the 

wonderful learning that has already happened since 
September, and looking forward to the rest of the 
school year. The children learned in an assembly that 
New Year’s Resolutions date back to 153 BC, when 
the Romans at that time worshipped a God called 
Janus. He was the god of new beginnings and was 
drawn with two faces as this depicted him looking 
into the past and into the future, and so became a 
symbol for making promises to make things better 
in the future. Children and staff have been thinking 
carefully about what they would like to get even 
better at, on our journey of delivering spectacular 
education.

We had Open Events on November 21st last year, 
and one on January 10th. Everyone who visited our 
school was offered a tour around the different classes 
and school site, and the wonderful FoFS were on 
hand to answer questions from a parent perspective. 
Feedback on these events has been superb, with 
all families saying that their overall impression of 
Finstock School is excellent.

With the next 2 terms being shorter than the 
previous ones, we are sure that Easter will fly by in 
no time! Not before our lower KS2 children in Beech 
have performed their Spring Production of Jonah: A 
Fishy Tale.

Please bring any used stamps into school as we 
are still collecting them for RNIB.

Janey Velasquez, Head of School

Spring Term ends Thursday March 29th

Spring Half Term Holiday February 12th to 16th

Easter Holiday  March 30th to April 13th

Kings  
Cleaning serviCes 
And ProPerty MAintenAnce 

 
cleaning - Windows - Gutters 

Fascia’s - UPVc - office cleaning 
conservatories, inc. roofs 

 
installation & repairs to 

Windows - Fascia’s - Gutters 
new conservatories 

carpentry - de-mossing roofs 
Plus wide range general repairs

 
Fully insured

Ring 01993 882727 
or 07974 991269

Dog lovers 
wanted

Join our local host community

BarkingMad.uk.com

T: 01865 922004   M: 07985 766868
Oxon@barkingmad.uk.com

Companionship, friendship 
and fun are guaranteed!
•  Dogs to suit your lifestyle
•  Completely flexible
•  Trial stays to ensure compatibility
•  Full support and advice
•  A playmate for your own dog

PELLMANS
Your Local Solicitors

•	 Business and Employment Law                                
Contracts, Legal Compliance and  
Disputes    

•	 Property                                                                      
Buying and Selling Homes,   
Commercial and Agricultural

•	 Wills, Probate and Trusts
Tax Planning and Lasting Powers 
of Attorney

01865 884400
www.pellmans.co.uk

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Witney, 
OX29 4TB
Home visits and evening appointments 
available

The smell of the greasepaint
'Hi-diddle-dee (An actor's life for me)'. Having performed on 

stage in amateur dramatic productions for many years, I believe 
that live theatre is as exciting for the actor as it is for the audience.

I have performed in many productions in the Cheltenham 
Playhouse and then in Woodstock when we moved to this part 
of the world. I was one of the first people to play the part of Anne 
in The Diary of Anne Frank. Mr Frank came to see our production 
which was a bit nerve wracking but a great honour. I met John, my 
late husband, whilst we were playing in The Importance of Being 
Earnest. I was Mrs Chieveley and he played the butler. He insisted 
on putting a spoon in the saucer of my tea cup which annoyed me 
immensely as it was just one more thing to be careful not to drop!

When we lived in Woodstock, John enjoyed directing plays 
rather than acting. I was very often in the cast and sometimes this 
led to a tumultuous home life as we did not always agree as to how 
I should play the role. When rehearsing a play you become a very 
close knit group. I have not found this anywhere else and do miss 
it. However once the play is over you all go your separate ways 
and occasionally meet in the pub to talk over old times particularly 
the times during performances when things went wrong!

When not on stage performing, sitting in the audience watching 
a drama or musical is the next best thing. You feel as if you become 
a participant in the play. In fact, in many early productions the 
actors spoke directly to the audience and incorporated them into 
the storylines. Shakespeare was particularly good at making the 
audience a part of the play, but so were many farces.

At a live performance you can feel the passion in the roles 
being played; however, when you can't go to London for the big 
West End shows, you can see some equally good plays in local 
theatres, and there is always Shakespeare at Stratford to salve that 
itch for theatre.

You can see National Theatre Live screenings of West End 
productions via video link at the cinema in Witney and The 
Theatre in Chipping Norton. These performances are very popular 
and are always booked very quickly. If you are interested in going 
it is best to get on their mailing list. http://ntlive.nationaltheatre.
org.uk/ Certainly it is the next best thing to being there.

Barbara Wells

http://www.pellmans.co.uk
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West Oxon 
Handyman & Home  
Improvement Services

Electrical / Plumbing / Flooring / 
Decorating / Tiling / Woodwork

Flat pack furniture / Bathroom & 
kitchen installation

Quality finish Fully insured

No job too small All jobs considered

For a free quote call 01993-
868725 or 07717-878323

Email: nathan_randell@hotmail.com

Village Hall Events continued . . 

Dominoes
Saturday February 10th Social 

Dominoes at the Village Hall, open at 
7.30pm.

Saturday March 10th there is prize 
money pairs knock-out competition - 
every pair will play at least two games. 
If you wish to take part, contact 
villagerhallfinstock@gmail.com or 
speak to Helen Simpson, Dave Floyd 
or Shaun Morley.

gameblast 2018
The 24 hour Finstock Gameblast 

returns for another year at the Village 
Hall starting at 6pm on March 3rd. 
The gaming marathon will raise funds 
for Special Effect, the Cornbury Park 
based charity. This year we have more 
people, more tournaments (everyone 
is welcome to join), a Virtual Reality 
experience corner for visitors to give 
VR a try, and raffles including one for 
a PlayStation 4 donated by sponsors 
Game of Witney. If you would like more 
details please contact Nick Morley on 
07771 331 763.

Special Effect - We put fun and 
inclusion back into the lives of 

people with physical disabilities by 
helping them to play video games. 

www.specialeffect.org.uk.

Finstock Table 
Tennis Club

New members welcome come 
and have a go if you've not been and 
would like to give it a try. Either just 
turn up on a Tuesday or contact me: 
mikesimpkins1@gmail.com.
Venue - Finstock Village Hall
6.30pm - 8pm - Juniors meeting every 
Tuesday during term-time only.
8pm - 10pm - Seniors meeting every 
Tuesday during term-time only.

Finstock Craft Club
The last event of the year, Ramsden Fete, went off without 
a hitch! After which, we happily rounded off an amazing 
year with a superb Christmas dinner at the Bird-In-Hand, 
(see pictures), where without exception, a lovely meal 
was enjoyed by all. 

 We were back at the Village Hall with our first session of 2018, on January 5th. 
This was a small group, which was followed by the first Monday meeting on the 
8th. Lots of catching up and chatting about the hols!
We meet every Monday except Bank Holidays; 7.30 to 9.30pm at Finstock Village 
Hall; £1.50 per session (first, taster session is free).

Make 2018 the year you take that step towards doing 
something you’ve been meaning to do for ages! We’d love 
to see you there. No obligation to attend every week. Any 
questions please email me at: rosa@finstockcraftclub.co.uk.

Rosa Charlesworth

Reporting rural crime
If you become a victim of rural crime 

or suspect that a crime has taken place, 
you should report it to police by calling 
the non-emergency number 101. If an 
incident is in progress, or there is an 
immediate threat to life, you should 
call 999.

Important details to note when 
reporting an incident include the date, 
time and details of what you have seen, 
along with a description of any people 
or vehicles involved.

news from the Village Shop and Post office
I hope a very merry Christmas was 

had by all and Happy New Year to 
everyone!

Here at the shop we are facing 
some challenges. Obviously the most 
important is obtaining a new supplier 
since we lost our main one when P&H 
went into administration; this one 
is in hand. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank those volunteers 
who have shopped for us and offered 
help during this time. Tobacco is the 
only real problem as that has to come 
from a licensed wholesaler, but we are 
endeavouring to rectify this.

Encouraging more people to shop 
here is our other problem. We all 
know January and February are tight 
months but the shop is suffering more 
so than normal and we urge all of you 

to come on in, have a look around and 
buy something. We understand you 
wouldn't do your weekly shop here but 
we are competitively priced and hope 
that we can stock most of what people 
may want at short notice.

Let's make 2018 the year that we 
don't lose the shop and Post Office and 
a year where the

shop flourishes.
Karen Williams

Shop opening hours
Weekdays 8am – 5:30pm
Saturday 8:30am – 1pm

Closed on Sunday
Shop Tel: 869096

Post Office opening hours
Weekdays 9am – 1pm

nathan_randell@hotmail.com
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We are going 
from strength to 

strength
Brand new classes and a great new timetable

there is no requirement to commit 
to a long term contract

We are open as follows:–

•	6.30am to 9.30pm, during the week and

•	7.30am to 7.30pm at the weekend.

full membership is available 
from just £31 per month!

(figure based on full dual membership)

For more details email
c.parsons@eynshamhall.com

or call 01993 885 207

WWW.eynshamhall.com

Our Bar is open:
Mon: 6pm – close

Tues – Fri: 12 noon – 3pm & 6pm – close
Sat: 12 noon – close

Sun: 12 noon – 6.00pm

Our kitchen is open:
Tues – Sun

Lunch: 12 noon – 2.00pm
Dinner: 6.30pm – 9.00pm

FREE WIFI

Come and visit us, we’d love to see you.

The Plough Inn 
High Street, Finstock OX7 3BY

 Tel: 01993 868333
www.theplough-inn.co.uk

Plough_ad_90x60mm_Details_2015.indd   1 29/10/2015   15:47

Finstock Festival Report
I hope you all had a great Christmas and start to the New Year.
Finstock Festival 2017 is now just a memory.
As I said in the August/September Finstock News the committee have agreed 

to make the 2018 festival free entry on both days. The dates for this year’s Festival 
are June the 29th and 30th. So get those dates on your calendar.

The attendance in 2017 was down on previous years but we realise Finstock 
has many more events than in the past.

Our current committee are not getting any younger and if we want the Festival 
to continue we urgently need new active members to join our team. Considering 
it is only one event per year and our meetings are once a month at the most and 
always in the Plough, meetings are also a fun and social event.

The only pressure period is the four days it takes to build, run and pull down 
the event. Come on let’s have some willing volunteers -- you can ring me on 
868215 or 07768080994 email colinstringfellow@btinternet.com or just knock 
on my door Riding Hill House, Wilcote Riding.

We held our AGM in November and as expected, with the high cost of bands 
and lower numbers attending, our treasurer told us the sad news that we had for 
the first time made a loss of £43 instead of our usual £2000 profit. Despite this 
we have decided we would still support some local groups by donating money 
from our reserves, including £250 to Finstock Primary School and £250 to our 
local village shop. If there are any other village groups that are desperate for a 
small contribution to their funding, please let us know as we could still release 
more funds.

We must pull our socks up and make the Finstock Festival 2018 a financial 
success as well as a fun event to enable us to continue making contributions to 
village groups.

This just leaves me to say Rock on Finstock Festival!
Colin Stringfellow

Finstock girlguiding
All sections meet on Wednesdays
Rainbows - for girls aged between 5 and 7 years. This group meets from 

4.45pm until 5.45pm. Contact for Rainbows is Amy Fox - 07495 064634 (or 
Caroline, details as below)

Brownies - this group is for girls aged between 7 and 10 years and meets from 
6pm until 7.30pm. Contact for Brownies is Caroline Booth - carolinebooth4@
gmail.com; 07890 629001

Guides - for girls aged between 10 and 14 years. This group meets from 6pm 
until 7.30pm. Contact for Guides is Karen Williams – phoenixlights@hotmail.
com; 07809 724065

oxfordshire Museum Woodstock
January – March 4th Lucienne Day – Living Design
Celebrating the life and work of one of the most influential designers of the 

post war generation.

February half Term activities
Saturday February 10th Year of the Dog Chinese Celebration Free family fun.
Tuesday February 13th TOM Tots: Music, stories and rhymes for the under 5s
Wednesday February 14th Trash and Treasure Family workshop – suitable 

for ages 5+t

Thursday February 15th Family Fun craft drop-in: Magical Mobiles
The Oxfordshire Museum, 
Park Street, Woodstock OX20 1SN
Tel: 814106 
W: Oxfordshire.gov.uk/museums

The Plough Finstock
Visit the Cheltenham Food and Drink 

Festival where the Plough’s chef, Jordan 
will be giving a cooking demonstration 
on Sunday June 17th at 3.30pm.

Oscar at the end of his shift
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a new walk on Stonesfield Common
Stonesfield Common is a totally delightful spot, and if you haven’t been there, 

you just must visit! It is registered as a Site of Special Scientific Interest, and 
comprises a series of steep sided valleys and banks, one of which is called Baggs 
Bottom and another Stockey Bottom (enough said!)

There are several ways to walk there, but I am taking you there by car, either 
through Fawler, turn right and drive along a single track road with passing places, 
to a junction, - or to Wilcote, turn left to Ashford Mill, then left again across two 
bridges over the river, and come to the same junction. Follow the road round, 
and you will pass some old barns on your right, then you will quickly see a layby 
on your right – park here, and then go through the side gate. Take the top track 
through, and you come out onto the common, and it is totally breath-taking. 
Keep to this top path, - you can come back another time to explore here - then, 
as you come towards the end, you can either go through a style- gate on your 
left, and walk down through the trees to the river, or walk on, climb over the 
style, and get there that way – somewhat steeper!! When you get down by the 
river you will see how delightful it is.

There is a footbridge across and, also a 
ford for horses. This footbridge is 6ft above 
the river, but when it floods, it covers that 
bridge. Children love to play in the water, 
where the ford is, catching minnows, building 
dams, and just messing about. Dogs love it 
too, of course. There are so many walks from 
this point, but I would like to concentrate on 
a new footpath that was opened earlier last 
year, and is well worth walking!

When you get down by the footbridge, 
do not cross over it, on the left you will see a metal style-gate, go through there 
and branch down to your right, below and round the mound, and across to the 
style, by the river, at the end of that field, and climb over. Follow the trail slightly 
back and up, away from the river, follow it through and you will come out into a 
lovely green field. Walk along this field to the end, where you will see a gate on 
your right (with the Footpath sign on!), pass through here, and you have to then 
turn sharply left and follow the trail. This field is lovely because you can get by 
the river. Go through the gate at the end, and shortly you will come to a wide 
footbridge over the river (the footpath does carry on to Coombe, if you wanted 
to another time) cross over – I love bridges like this because you can get a good 
look at the river – then turn left immediately, walk along by the river, it really is 
pleasant, then you cross under the railway bridge, keeping a good lookout on the 
other side , as there are deep pools and otters have been seen, then, turn right 
through another style-gate into another field – walk up here for a short distance, 
then you will see a pathway going up on your left through the hedge – go up 
here and – Wow! You are in the grounds of North Leigh Roman Villa! – It is such 
a lovely spot and so well cared for... When I first did this walk shortly after it was 
opened last year, I had no idea you arrived here, and it was magical, such a lovely 
surprise coming through the hedge, I hope you enjoy it too.

Once here it is difficult not to wander about, but when you leave, follow the 
path out of the ruins and up onto the East End/Stonesfield track, turn right - you 
now have a pleasant walk back to Stonesfield Common, this time going over the 
railway, and straight on, please take time to look around – you can see across to 
where you came onto the Common – then you walk down and through a gate 
into the field that you cross over and come to the footbridge over the river, where 
you started. Turns left once over, and retrace your steps from here back to the car.

This is a really interesting and lovely walk, about 1 ½ hours, depending on 
how long you take at the ruins. The only sad thing is that there is no super pub 
en-route, so I suggest you jump into your car and pop back to the Plough, if open 
or The Bell Hotel in Charlbury – open all day!

Viv Wightman

Andrew A. Adams
FCCA

Chartered Certified
Accountant

Quality personal service for your
Accounting, Taxation and

Business needs

Competitive fees agreed in advance
Free initial meeting

Telephone: 07790 854574
 01993 891280

 aaadams@talktalk.net

Viv Wightman with her incredible  
boat cake celebrates her 80th birthday! 

The annual Poppy collection in 
Finstock this year raised £527.96 

thank you Viv!

Oxford Radcliffe Orchestra

Conductor: George Caird
Saturday March 10th at 7.45pm

Concert in aid of Bridewell Gardens
Tingewick Hall, Academic Centre, 
John Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford
Tickets £10  (£8 concessions,  

children under 16 free)

Programme:
Verdi -  Overture to the Force of 

Destiny 
Strauss - Horn Concerto No.1  

(soloist: John James) 
Elgar - Symphony No.1 

The Oxford Radcliffe Orchestra gives 
concerts three times a year in aid of 
medical charities. The orchestra is 

made up of talented and enthusiastic 
musicians from the staff of the Oxford 

Health Services with a professional 
conductor and soloist. 

Tickets which include refreshments 
afterwards are available from  

Mary Elford on 07974 773854,  
the Cairns Library or on the door. 

www.bridewellgardens.org 

aaadams@talktalk.net
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ChoC Films
Sunday February 11th at 7pm: The 

black-and-white masterpiece Brief 
Encounter.

As a change from our regular 
programme of present-day movies, 
almost all of them in colour, the 
ChOC committee have decided to try 
something new for 2018. In the first of 
what we hope will become a regular 
series, we will be showing an old black-
and-white film in February under the 
banner ChOC Classic Cinema. Some of 
you will already know (and love) many 
of the films we intend to show as part 
of this strand. But these are films that 
rarely get shown on terrestrial television 
and which you may not have seen for 
many years. But even if you have seen 
them recently, we hope that you’ll still 
come along and watch them again as 
part of a large and appreciative ChOC 
audience. Poster and further details 
below.

Missed bin collection?
Residents can now report a missed 

bin collection direct to the WODC 
depot via our new online form:  
www.westoxon.gov.uk/missedbin.

Find us on

inspirational home and 

WILD BIRD CARE

 
  

Extensive plant range, gardening 
products and inspirational home
and gift ideas.

Keep up-to-date with what’s happening 
1000s of great products are only a click away
               GARDENSTOREONLINE.CO.UK

PLANTS

RESTAURANT
Relax in our
restaurant famous
with locals for tasty
breakfasts, lunches
and home baking.

Birds require high energy foods
to maintain their fat reserves
during cold weather. We
recommend quality foods such as
our Peckish Bird Care range.

HILLTOP GARDEN STORE

Hilltop Witney Road, Ramsden, Oxon. OX7 3AS

Open 9am-5:30pm Mon-Sat   10:30am-4:30pm Sun

(On the B4022, between Charlbury and Witney)

Tel: 01993 868403Please note, the restaurant and
pizza café will close half an hour
before the garden centre. 

SOFT PLAY BARN
Play for up to two hours from
just £3 per child*
Our Pizza Café serves
homemade, cooked to
order pizzas, snacks and
drinks - hot, cold and shaken!

*For Seasons Reward Card members. Join for FREE in-store.

YOU’LL FIND USON THE WITNEY ROAD BETWEEN CHARLBURY & WITNEY.

COME 

ALONG

and see what’s

looking good

 right now!

Tel: 0845 458 2980 
Mobile: 07976 261850 

Email: tctrees@btinternet.com 
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery company with 
the integrity you can trust.

The seasonal magic of gardens in February
When temperatures fall below 

freezing, on clear winter nights the 
ground cools rapidly and water in 
the atmosphere freezes in a process 
called deposition, the surfaces of the 
plant are colder than the surrounding 
air, causing frost to form, producing 
delicate fringes of ice crystals growing 
outwards outlining the leaves and 
petals, conjuring up magical scenes 
of frosted lawns, trees and hedges 
sparkling with the morning light.

Other striking features are provided 
by the white and silvery barks of the 
birch trees, underplanted with the 
black grass like leaves of Ophiopogon 
planiscapus 'Nigrescens, Silver leafed 
varieties of Helleborus argutifolius with 
the platinum leafed form of Cyclamen 
coum, contrasting well with the dark 
brown leaf mould covered beds, and 
vibrant splashes of colour of yellow, red 
and purple stem provided by clumps 
of Cornus.

G lo r ious  dr i f t s  o f 
snowdrops and aconites 
b rav ing  t he  wor s t 
weather are joined by 
patches of pink and red 
C y c l a m e n  c o u m , 
brightening even the 

coldest winter day. The slightly taller 
spring snowflakes (Leucojum vernum) 
display their white flowers, shaped like 
Tiffany lampshades, tipped in green or 
sometimes yellow. Colourful flowers of
 Hellebore orientalis are proudly held 
high, providing a rich supply of food 
for early foraging insects. Acer griseum 

sports a smart new 
sh iny  c innamon-
brown bark, shedding 
i t s  o l d  p e e l i n g 
mahogany skin, the 
coral red branches of 
the Acer Sango-kaku, 

shine in any winter sunlight, and the red 
tufts of fragrant flowers appear on the 
branches of the Witch hazel Hamamelis 
“Diane” seem to glow.

Daphne odora Aureomarginata is 
another winter flowering gem, which 
is often noticed for its gorgeous sweet 
scent before it is even seen. Originating 
from Eastern Asia, this evergreen shrub 
produces fleshy, fragrant pink tubular 
flowers with four spreading lobes from 
dark pink buds, on a backdrop of dark 
green leaves with attractive yellow 
margins and, pretty red berries are 
produced after flowering. 

Darker spots in the garden are 
brightened up with silvery ground 
cover plants, such as the ivy Hedera 
helix “Glacier” displaying silvery-grey 
leaves edged with white or the smaller 
silver leaved Hedera helix “Adam”. The 
deer resistant Lamium maculatum has 
pretty silver patterned leaves and an 
easily grown, ground covering plant. 
Plumonaria has long silver or boldly 
white spotted leaves and producing a 
good display of red and blue flowers 
in March.

Even on grey days, the garden always 
has some new surprise providing a lift 
to any day.

Robert Bigwood

Ten books on  
permaculture for £25:

 the bargain of the millennium.

tinyurl.com/yaxczkro
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