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Recent commentary in the press has noted 
the downward trend in OFSTED ratings for 
schools: the system of government inspection 

has been changed to apply more critical standards.  But 
Finstock School is in celebration mode!  Why?  Because their 
recent September inspection saw them secure a “Good” rating, 
building further on the improvements recorded at the last visit 
in 2012.

The Inspector paid tribute to the efforts of the Head Teacher 
Ms. Jean Roden (whom he described as “astute, capable and 
constantly striving for improvement”) and the Staff team, and 
he acknowledged that the School is now consistently good in 
all areas, and in some outstanding!  He emphasized the quality 
of teaching; that the attainment of children is above average; 
that good behaviour and a strong sense of values is evident; 
and most importantly, that the school is a place where children 
feel safe and cared for.

But there’s no resting on laurels.  As Chair of Governors Rod 
Ireland explains, “Together with staff parents and pupils, we’ve 
created a compelling Vision of ‘Spectacular Education’ for 
Finstock School, and this drives us on a journey of continuous 
improvement.  We are superbly supported by members of the 
wider community, who give of their time to raise funds, organise 
sports and other events, and spend time with the children to 
help their reading.  In West Oxfordshire, we can all be proud 
of Finstock School, but now we are working even harder to 
make sure that it’s a place every parent wants for their child.”

Rod Ireland, Chair of Governors
Simon Brown, pictures

The Finstock News Editorial Committee would like to thank all of our associates who write articles, distribute the newsletter 
through the village and advertise in our pages.   You are very much appreciated.   Finstock Village and Finstock Village Hall are now 
on Facebook.   Join up to get the latest news and gossip or promote your fundraising or group.   You can also follow us on Twitter 

@FinstockVillage.   (Thank you Andy!)

Happy Christmas!  An excellent 2014 awaits us all as we hope to extend our Village Shop and raise funds towards a new Village Hall, both 
of which will serve the entire village.

The bower will be a permanent fixture on Well Hill with the kind permission of the Parish Council!  It will be planted with living willow 
around the interior circumference of the bower and trained to make the shape of the structure.  What a beautiful addition to the village.

GOOD FINSTOCK SCHOOL!

The Parish Councillors have considered the submissions of 
the building sub-committee delivered to the August meeting 
that reported upon the current state of the existing building. 
It is in a poor state and in urgent need of updating and repair. 
Detailed work around the refurbishment of the hall, raising the 
floor level of the kitchen block to make it accessible to all, the 
subsequent effect of reducing the existing/remaining height 
of the extension ceiling and the condition of the hall walls 
and roof led to reconsideration of the planned refurbishment, 
redevelopment and extension.

Outline costs of a complete reconstruction were presented 
at the Parish Council meeting in September and it was resolved 

to change course. Peter Smith, architect, was formally appointed 
by the council to the project and commissioned to proceed 
to produce the final plans of a complete new building on the 
existing site and to apply for planning permission by the end 
of November. The design and size of the building will be very 
similar to the draft plans widely circulated but will be lowered 
to be far less intrusive to neighbouring properties than the 
previous approach would have delivered. A proposed funding 
plan was presented to the Council, and a business plan for the 
operation of a new Hall is well advanced and will be presented 
to the Parish Council in the near future.

 Shaun Morley

NEW Finstock Village Hall

The Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons has 
won the 2013 Nobel Peace Prize. The Norwegian Nobel Committee 
honoured the Hague, Netherlands-based global chemical watchdog 
“for its extensive efforts to eliminate chemical weapons.”
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Tel: 0845 458 2980  
Mobile: 07976 261850

Email: tctrees@btinternet.com  
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery 
company with the 

integrity you can trust.
All combined aspects of Arboriculture

Elbie House Bed & 
Breakfast Accommodation

Four Star Silver Award

Lovely ensuite rooms to 
accommodate your visiting 

friends or family. 

Mandy Buck, East End, 
North Leigh OX29 6PX 

www.cotswoldbreak.co.uk;  
mandy@cotswoldbreak.co.uk       

Tel: 880166; Mob - 07791241905

Coming up from the station
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The Charlbury Surgery will be closed from December 2nd to December 
6th while the computer clinical computer system is changed.  There will be an 
emergency only appointment system during this week.  The dispensary will be 
dealing with urgent requests on Tuesday December 3rd only.  We apologize for 
any inconvenience this may cause.

Funds for Finstock

The Finstock Calendar for 2014, with excellent 
old pictures in black and white, is on sale in the 
village shop at £5 each.  The calendars make a lovely 
present for someone who has moved away as they 
come with a card envelope in an acceptable size for 
the Post Office.  Remember that all proceeds go to 

the smaller groups in the village; buying a calendar will be helping them!
Carol, Nicky and Pat would like to say a big thank you for your support, and 

wish you all A Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

The Theatre Chipping Norton – Jack and the Giant continues through Sunday 
January 12th at 10.15am.  Box office: 01608-642350; www.chippingnortontheatre.
com.

Finstock Local History Society

December 6th: Cotswold Wool Trade and Shepherding Martin Way will be 
describing the importance of the mediaeval wool trade to the Cotswolds and the 
role of the shepherd in rural communities.  He’ll be bringing along some of the 
tools of the trade for us to see.

January 17th: Salter’s Steamers Simon Wenham – Salter’s Steamers is one of the 
longest established firms on the Thames and has a fascinating history.

February 21st: One great kettle and a pair of brass dogs in the kitchen: Wills, 
Inventories and Accounts, 1545-1731 FLHS members.  An insight into the lives 
of Finstock and Fawler residents through probate documents.  Domestic life and 
luxuries, working tools, house construction and room use, crops in the field and 
barn, etc.  Presented by the FLHS Probate Group.

With the exception of the December meeting, the History Society meets on the 
third Friday of the month at 8pm in the Village Hall, Finstock.  Members free; 
non-members £2.50.

North Leigh History Society

December 3rd: Sex, Drink and death 
in the 17th century.  A talk by Tim 
Healey.

February 4th: The Treasures of the 
Mary Rose.  A talk by Stephen Griffiths.

Meetings take place at 7.30pm in the 
North Leigh Memorial Hall.  Members 
free, visitors £2.50.  Further details 
from Diana Power 882301.

Ramsden Christmas market 
Saturday December 7th from 2-4pm 
at Lower Farm with over 20 stalls selling 
local hand-made cakes, gifts, produce, 
jewellery and much more.

Ladies Table-Tennis

Would you like to join a local group 
of mature ladies playing table-tennis 
for fun and keeping fit? We play in 
Ramsden Memorial Hall on Tuesday 
afternoons from 3-4pm.  Players come 
from Leafield, Finstock and Ramsden 
but we cannot always get four players 
for doubles.  Cost £3 per session.  
Contact: Stella Marks on 868490 or 
stellamarks@4afairworld.com.

ChoC – Charlbury’s 
Own Cinema

 (www.chocfilms.info)

Memorial Hall, Charlbury 7.30pm; 
door and bar open 6.45

Sunday December 8th Hugo; Cert.  U, 
two hours.

Sunday December 14th Graffit i 
Classics Music/comedy show; suitable 
for age 8 and over.

Finstock 
Church 

and School 
Christmas Fair

Saturday December 
14th at 2pm in the Finstock Village 
Hall with Christmas wreaths, which 
you can pre-book by calling Elizabeth 
Bigwood on 868203 plus gifts, books, 
games, teas and Father Christmas.  
We would love to have some children’s 
books donated!

mandy@cotswoldbreak.co.uk
www.chippingnortontheatre.com
www.chippingnortontheatre.com


CroCkford Builders
35 School Rd, Finstock, 

Oxon OX7 3DN

EST 1973
New builds, Extensions, 

Renovations,
Dry or mortar stone walling,

Groundwork, Hard landscaping,
Natural stone slate specialists,

Re-roofing,
General Maintenance.

All building work undertaken 
Domestic & Commercial

Call William on
01993 868617 OR 07817248329

The Foot Clinic
Surgery    Home Visits

For all aspects of foot health

Tel: 01993 704260
Mobile: 07790 475314

Email: info@@onafootclinic.co.uk
www.@onafootclinic.co.uk

Fiona Cann EN. MCFHP. MAFHP

Callus & Corns
(Hard & Dry Skin)

Fungal Infections
(Athletes Foot)

Verrucae

Nail cutting
Thickened Nails

In Growing Nails
Diabetic Assessments

Dog walking

Finstock resident

Dog home boarding

Small animal boarding

Cat home visits

Insured and police-checked
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At the Parish Council meeting on 
Monday October 28th, the funding plan 
and prospectus for the redevelopment of 
the Village Hall was approved.  The need 
to re-think extending and the decision 
made in September to rebuild the hall 
in its present location has focussed the 
plans.  The new cost of the hall is over 
£252,000.  It was decided that this 
money would be raised by way of:–
a) a Parish Council Loan of £62,000;
b) fundraising of £35,000;
c) £3,000 from Parish Council funds; and
d) grant applications of £152,000.

The detailed Prospectus can be found 
on the Village Hall Facebook page, or the 
Finstock Yahoo site.  Our intention is that 
the new building should be a modern 
well-used facility that our community can 
be proud of.  Peter Smith of Charlbury 
has been appointed architect.

The Parish Council has re-aligned its 
budget for the 2014/15 financial year; 
but to fund the repayments on the loan 
agreed, it was resolved to raise the parish 
precept by £3,000 per annum, which 
roughly equates to an increase in the 
parish rates of just under £10 p.a.  for 
a band ‘D’ house.  This is in line with the 
guidance from the 2012 village survey 
where 92% of respondents supported 
increased council tax to fund the Village 
Hall, with 62% supporting an increase of 
£10 or more.

Our aim is to secure the funding 
from grants by March 2015, so that 
work can commence in May of that 

year.  Completion should be in early 
2016 provided we can achieve all our 
milestones.  By the time of this edition of 
Finstock News being distributed, we will 
have applied for our first grant, submitted 
the planning application, progressed the 
loan application to WODC and have a 
fully detailed and costed business plan 
building on the prospectus.

The council is delighted with the level 
of support from residents, fundraising 
volunteers, local businesses, and the 
Village Hall Trustees and Management 
Committee.

The Parish Council wishes to 
thank the anonymous donor for a 
donation of £500 toward the Village 
Hall regeneration fund and to thank 
the Rainbows and Brownies for their 
donation of £500 for the same.  And 
thanks to Finstock News for the £300 
financial support in advertising and 
printing material in relation to the Hall 
regeneration.

To view a copy of the Village Hall 
redevelopment prospectus, go to the 
Finstock Yahoo Group and read Shaun 
Morley’s attachment or email morley.
shaun@gmail.com.

Would you be interested in becoming 
a Trustee of the Village Hall or being on 
the management committee?   A Trustee 
is one of the people responsible who 
manage the hall on behalf of the Parish 
Council.  It is a separate charity, and 
the role is Trustee of the charity.  It has 

VILLAGE HALL UPDATE
responsibility to ensure the hall remains 
solvent, complies with its charitable 
aims, and promotes the venue.  There 
are about four meetings a year.  There 
are general Trustees, plus three officers 
including the Chairman, Secretary and 
Treasurer.  The current Trustees are 
myself, Peter Bramley (Treasurer), Angela 
Hall (Secretary), and Derek Bennett 
(Parish Council representative).

The Management Commit tee 
oversees use of the hall, etc.; and as the 
regeneration develops they will be very 
active.  Please contact Shaun Morley on 
868134 or morley.shaun@gmail.com.

Village Hall 
fundraising events

Monday December 2nd – Quiz night on 
Plough Monday.  The Plough opens again 
on a Monday evening (drinks only) for a 
fundraising quiz, a prequel to the regular 
Monday evening opening due to start on 
January 6th with another Quiz night.  All 
quiz entry fees will go to the Village Hall.
Saturday December 14th – Domino 
Singles Challenge beginning at 5pm in 
the Village Hall.  Bar open: come and 
watch the dominoes fly.  Entry fee £3 
per person; prizes for the winner and 
the runner-up.  Half the entry fee will go 
towards the Village Hall funds.

Charitable gifts 
at Christmas

RNLI – Lifesaving gifts that keep RNLI 
working to save lives at sea.
www.rnlishop.org.uk/lifesavinggifts/index.html.

www.rnlishop.org.uk/lifesavinggifts/index.html
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I write this not long 
after our series of 
Talking Oxfordshire 

meetings held around the County in 
Banbury, Oxford, Wantage, Didcot and 
Witney.  The aim of the meetings was 
to ask “Oxfordshire” what it could and 
could not do without, following the 
Chancellor’s June Statement.  This would 
appear to be adding £61 million to the 
already planned £201 million savings 
agreed and in prospect.  Following a 
staff briefing that highlighted that one 
possible area we might look at could be 
the county-wide Children’s Centres, it 
was not surprising that the media ran with 
this story, and that our meetings were 
then only really talking about Children’s 
Centres.  This was a bit unfortunate, as 
savings of this magnitude will have to be 
taken across the whole Council, equally 
from such things as Highways, Waste 
Disposal, Community Transport, Library 
Service, Elderly Care, etc.

Work continues to form a budget that 

has the least impact on our vulnerable and 
less fortunate, while still ensuring we do 
not neglect our statutory obligations.  The 
backbone of our proposals will first see 
the light of day when papers are released 
for the OCC Performance Scrutiny 
Meeting on December 16th.  From this 
meeting, further recommendations will 
go to the Cabinet Meeting of January 
17th, and from here to the meeting of 
the Full Council on February 18th, when 
a budget MUST be set.  At this point we 
will know exactly how much money will 
be allowed us by central Government: it 
is obviously impossible to give a spending 
plan that goes above this amount.  We 
have also been asked at the meetings 
to look at a council tax increase above 
the 2% limit set by Government.  This 
looks unlikely at this moment in time, 
as it would need to be in the order of 
22% next year, with 2% year on year 
in successive years (remembering that 
the level stays at the raised level in 
successive years).  This would also need 
a referendum – and cost £500K if not 
supported.

All meetings mentioned were held in 
public at County Hall.  Feel free to send 
me any views you may have.

Cllr Rodney Rose [Charlbury and 
Wychwood Division OCC]

rodney.rose@oxfordshire.gov.uk
01865-810419

FROM YOUR COUNTY 
COUNCILLOR

November/December report

THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Andy Compton 868271 Member
Sean Connolly 868561 Member
Nicky Higgins 868425 Proofing
Tony Hirtenstein 868600 Layout
Joy Murphy 868575 Editor

Joy.nick@gmail.com
Barbara Wells 868776 Distribution
John Wells 868776 Advertising

Photographs thanks to staff members and 
others.

Read the Finstock News online at sites.
google.com/site/finstocknewsonline; join 
the Finstock Yahoo group – groups.yahoo.
com/group/finstock; or write to us at 63 
High Street, Finstock Oxon OX7 3DA.

 – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finstock

Plan ahead – Know the deadlines
Issue Deadline
Feb/Mar First of January
April/May First of March
June/July First of May
August/September First of July
October/November First of September
December/January First of November

Please keep articles short.  As space 
is limited, the Editors reserve the 
right to shorten long pieces in the 

interest of balance.   Finstock News 
does not necessarily share the views 

expressed in readers’ letters.

Ready Reference addition
Toddler Group
Caroline Stevenson
Meets Wednesday from 10-11.30am
Tel: 868430

Remembrance 2013
The annual British Legion poppy appeal 

commenced on the 26th October.  Thanks 
should go to all those who kindly donated 
and to the collectors.  Thanks also to the 
Royal Oak and Hilltop Garden Centre for 
allowing collection boxes to be displayed.  
Every penny goes to supporting those in 
need.

The Remembrance Service was very 
well supported.  Wreaths were laid by 
Major Sir Nigel Norman on behalf of 
Ramsden Royal British Legion, Mr. Tony 
Shuker on behalf of Ramsden Parish 
Council and Mrs. Anne Maclennan on 
behalf of the Ramsden Memorial Hall  
Committee.

A Service was held at the Finstock 
War Memorial; it was well supported 
and wreaths were laid by Mr. Steve 
Maclennan on behalf of the Ramsden 
Royal British Legion, Mr. Roy Townsend 
on behalf of Finstock Parish Council, 
Mr. Leonard Nicholls on behalf of the RAF 
Photographic Section (on behalf of Flight 
Lt. W. Anderson’s widow) and Mr. Frank 
Schofield on behalf of the Falklands Islands  
Association.

The annual Remembrance Luncheon 
was held in the Memorial Hall, prepared 
by Marvina George with a donation of £1 
per head made to the Poppy Appeal, a 
total of £47.  Following Lunch toasts were 
made to the Royal British Legion and to 
the Queen.

sites.google.com/site/finstocknewsonline
sites.google.com/site/finstocknewsonline
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://www.artweeks.org


NICOLA MORGAN DC MMCA

Registered Chiropractor – 
McTimoney Technique

Kimber Cottage, Holly Tree Cottages,
Woodstock Rd, Earls Lane,
Charlbury OX7 3ET Deddington OX15 0TQ

Tel: 07968-381335

I have almost 30 years’ experience in this 
gentle, effective manipulative therapy, which 
is suitable for many conditions and ages. I 
offer very flexible appointment times in two 
locations.

 See www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
Provider for BUPA, PPP, WPA and all major 
health insurance companies
Member of the General Council & Register for 
Chiropractors and the McTimoney Chiropractic 
Association.

Decorator & traDesman 
- House & Home services 

Painting and Decorating. 
Maintenance and Repairs. 

Help around the home. 

Reliable Local Tradesman. 

Richard Buck, Elbie House, 
East End, North 

Leigh, OX29 6PX 

Tel: 880166; Mob - 
07791 046583 
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SMALL ADS
(All numbers start with 01993 unless otherwise stated)

Kings Cleaning Services (Est. 40 
years) Windows – gutters – UPVC 
frames – fascia – Specialist equipment 
for conservatories, including roofs.  
Also domestic house cleaning and office 
cleaning. Fully insured.
Ring 882727 for a professional and 
reliable service.

Use the Village Hall for your next 
event.  Contact Sue Salter on 868647.

Line ads are charged at 20p per word, payment in advance.  
Please contact: John Wells on 868776. We will no longer be accepting inserts for the newsletter.

Fixed price PC help to your door.
Computer, laptop and tablet repair and 
support from £29.90. Windows, Apple 
and Android. Call Charlie 891072 or 
07581 368311.

Email: charlie@pc-wise.co.uk. Visit 
www.pc-wise.co.uk.

Fully insured and guaranteed.

Looking for Childcare?
Call Finstock Childminder, Caroline 
Stevenson on 868430
Excellent Ofsted report is available on 
request or online.

Christmas and New Year Parties 
catered for, weddings, birthdays, 
suppers, etc.
Contact Marvina George Tel. 868190

FRIENDS OF FINSTOCK SCHOOL (FOFS)
have enabled us to treat the children 
to ice skating last year; a visiting panto 
which will be coming again this year, two 
gazebos and most importantly allowed 
the school to start refurbishment of the 
library area.  All this has been achieved 
with your help in supporting the events, 
and the school thank you very much.

December 14th sees the Christmas 
Fête arriving in the Village Hall in 
collaboration with the Church.  Christmas 
cheer will be abundant and a very special 
visit from Santa: look out for the posters 
advertising timings.

FoFS would like to wish everyone a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year and we look forward to seeing you 
at our forthcoming events in 2014!

Finstock School Christmas Holiday  
Monday December 23rd to Friday 
January 3rd 2014

Term 3 INSET day Monday January 6th
Term 3 Tuesday January 7th to Friday 

February 14th

NEWS FROM THE CORNBURY PARK TEAM
Every August Cornbury Park plays 

host to the award-winning Wilderness, 
a celebration of the arts and outdoors, 
and 2013’s four-day festival was the most 
ambitious and popular to date.

Many of Finstock’s residents love 
Wilderness and we know that the local 
shops and businesses value the increased 
trade.  Local charities are continuing 
to benefit from the Festival: in 2013 
ROSY (Respite Care for Oxfordshire’s 
Sick Youngsters) raised their profile and 

took some £500 at the Festival.  The 
Thomas Gifford Trust once again raised 
funds by allowing Wilderness to place an 
advertising board on the Playing Close in 
Charlbury.  The Charlbury Community 
Centre Appeal has again benefitted 
from a ‘tick box’ inviting online ticket 
buyers to donate to the fund, this time 
generating an overall donation of nearly 
£900.  And Charlbury Pre-School which 
relies on festival fundraisers to stay open, 
made over £3,000 with Ed Bradbury’s 

legendary ‘Pig Roast’.
As usual, the residents of Finstock are 

welcome to walk in the Deer Park at 
Cornbury on New Year’s Day between 
9am and 4pm.  Access is via the main 
North Lodge entrance.  Walkers are 
requested not to park on the drive at 
North Lodge and to remain within the 
boundaries of the Park.  Sorry, but dogs, 
even those on leads are not allowed in 
the park as they upset the deer.

Finally, may we wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and a Very Happy 2014.

Follow us on Twitter @CornburyPark 
and at Facebook.com/CornburyPark, or 
get in touch by emailing us at: estate@
cpark.co.uk, phoning on 01608-
811276, or signing up for alerts at www.
cornburypark.co.uk.

We have had another successful 
year at FoFS raising much appreciated 
money for our local school.  In the past 
year we have run various events such 
as the Summer Fête; Pamper Night; 
10k run, etc.  These fundraising events 

www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
www.pc-wise.co.uk
estate@cpark.co.uk
estate@cpark.co.uk
www.cornburypark.co.uk
www.cornburypark.co.uk
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COUNTRYSIDE CONSERVATION
 If Winter comes can Spring be far behind? Percy Bysshe Shelley

The WODC bin collection calendar 
for 2014 can be found on the WODC 
website:  www.westoxon.gov.uk/
environment/refuserecycle.cfm, or you 
can phone 861000 if you are not on the 
internet and request one to be mailed 
to you, or you can collect one from 
the Town Centre shop at 3 Welch Way. 
Note: Tuesday December 3rd is a green 
week and Tuesday December 10th is a 
grey week; alternating weeks throughout 
the year between green (green waste 
container and grey household waste 
container). Black boxes and food waste 
are collected weekly throughout the 
year. Holidays move our collection 
date back one day except for the first 
collection of the New Year which will 
be on Thursday January 2nd.

Freshwater Habitats Trust

Pond Conservation has evolved. 
We are now known as the Freshwater 
Habitats Trust. You can visit our fabulous 
new website: www.freshwaterhabitats.
org.uk to find out more about our future 
plans, as well as the low-down on our 
latest projects, news, and research. You 
can also stay in touch by signing up to 
our e-bulletin: Ripples. (ONCF bulletin)

CPRE launches 
new HS2 maps

The maps show the construction, 
operational and landscape impacts of 
the scheme, and can be viewed at a 
dedicated site: www.hs2maps.com.

The pioneering maps use open data 

from a range of sources, including 
detailed plans from HS2 Ltd, to show 
the impacts of HS2 and to place them 
within context.

Whether you are worried about 
construction lorries churning up country 
lanes, noise from trains spoiling your 
favourite walk or viaducts intruding 
on cherished views, we hope this map 
will give you a better idea of what is 
proposed, and help you to fight for 
improvements.

CPRE Oxfordshire remains opposed 
to HS2 as we believe more effective steps 
could be taken to improve infrastructure 
both regionally and locally. www.
cpreoxon.org.uk/news/item/2322-new-
hs2-maps

Bumblebee app
from Nature Guides from the Apple 
iTunes App store for iPhones and 
iPads. Developed in conjunction with 
Bumblebee Conservation Trust and 
Habitat Aid, this app offers superb 
specially commissioned illustrations by 
Richard Lewington, showing all forms 
for each species, and an all-species view 
organised to help rapid identification in 
the field.

There is an extensive introduction 
reproduced from David Alford’s classic 
book Bumblebees, with intuitive software 
that allows any species to be compared 
side-by-side and supports both scientific 
and common English species naming.

 (ONCF bulletin)

High Speed Broadband

You have read of the deal between 
the County Council and BT to bring 
high speed broadband to Oxfordshire, 
which is to be applauded. However, 
when the coverage maps were published, 
it emerged that only about 88% of the 
county would receive this coverage.

The majority Conservative group 
on West Oxfordshire District Council 
have decided to make up as much of the 
missing 12% that is feasible in our area. 
Obviously, this initiative will cost money 
but fortunately we have built reserves 
over the years to use for such important 
projects such as this.

High speed broadband is a must-
have facility in this modern world 
particularly for small businesses that 
work in rural locations but need fast 
communications around the globe. At 
present the relatively slow speeds of 
existing broadband is proving a limiter 
on business development in this area.

Rural areas are often overlooked but 
the District Council is determined that 
we do not slip behind and become a 
place that cannot attract small business 
development due to a paucity of the 
appropriate infrastructure.

There are a lot of detailed negotiations 
to be had; but these are beginning this 
month, and the intention is to get this 
project completed as soon as possible, 
hopefully by 2015.

There have been questions asked about 
the increase in fly tipping following the 
closure of Dean Pit. The facts point in 
the opposite direction. Fly tipping has 
decreased over the recent past, probably 
due to the hard line the Council has 
adopted against fly tippers, pursuing 
them through the courts and seeking 
maximum fines.

May I take this opportunity to wish 
you a happy and peaceful Christmas and 
a prosperous New Year.

Hywel Davies, District Councillor
868004

Christmas tree collection
From January 6th, real Christmas 

trees and greenery and wreaths can be 
put out for green waste collection.
NB No collections from Christmas Day to 

January 1st.

www.westoxon.gov.uk/environment/refuserecycle.cfm
www.westoxon.gov.uk/environment/refuserecycle.cfm
www.freshwaterhabitats.org.uk
www.freshwaterhabitats.org.uk
www.cpreoxon.org.uk/news/item/2322-new-hs2-maps
www.cpreoxon.org.uk/news/item/2322-new-hs2-maps
www.cpreoxon.org.uk/news/item/2322-new-hs2-maps


Andrew A.Adams
FCCA

Chartered Certified 
Accountant

Quality personal service for your

Accounting, Taxation and

Business needs

Competitive fees agreed in advance

Free initial meeting

 Telephone: 07790 854574
  01993 891280
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THE SHOP

Hi from Mo,
As everybody will now know, Sue 

has been unwell for some time and 
we  w i sh  her  a 
speedy recovery.  
Due to extra hours 
put in by staff and 
volunteers the Shop 
has managed to stay 
open and provide all 
its usual services.  A 
lot of people have 
put themselves out 
and for that support 
I am very grateful.

We would also 
like to thank Shane for weeding the 
gravel at the front of the Shop and 
Hywel for replanting the window boxes.

Planning for our new extension is well 
underway.  We need to raise funds and 
have put forward the idea of a 100 Club.  
There will be a letter delivered to your 
door to explain how the 100 Club will 
work.  Please ask in the Shop if you have 
any questions.  By paying £8 a month by 
direct debit, you will be entered into a 
weekly draw with a £50 prize: if we get 
enough people.  That’s exciting!

Look out for Christmas goodies – NOT 
LONG NOW!

As last year we will be taking orders 
for turkeys from 
Callow’s but as we 
are unable to store 
them customers 
must collect direct 
from Callow Farm.

Karen has been 
merchandising like 
mad.  Halloween 
was a great success, 
so let’s encourage 
her to keep it up 
through Christmas 

and the New Year.  All sorts of festive 
items will be available.

The Shop has continued to do well 
and we hope that the year 2014 will be 
as successful.

I thank all our volunteers for all 
their help and support while Sue has 
been unable to work.  Of course more 
volunteers are very, very welcome.  
Maybe 2014 could be your year to start 
something different!

A Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year to all our customers.

 Mo

Shop opening hours over 
the Festive Season:–

Christmas eve 8am-1pm
Christmas day Closed
Boxing Day Closed
Normal hours Friday December 27th 
to Tuesday December 31st, i.e.:–

Weekdays 8-6; Saturdays 8-1; 
Sundays 9-11.30

New year’s day Closed
Shop Telephone number – 
orderS Taken: 869096

A message from Sue
I want to say thank you to everybody 

for their cards and good wishes.  I am 
improving slowly but surely.  I manage 
to pop into the shop for a few minutes 
occasionally and hope to see everyone 
in the near future. Sue

Post Office
Here we go into the Christmas season! 

Many packages are being sent all over the 
country and the world.  Royal Mail have 
made this easier as their small parcel sizes 
have now become bigger! This enables you 
to send your parcels across the country 
for less money.  If you have any questions 
about the size of parcels or what you can 
and cannot post due to the Dangerous 
Goods Act, please come in and see me 
and I will endeavour to help.

Don’t forget you can do most of your 
banking at the Post Office and also take 
money out.

Lastly I would like to thank everyone 
for their support in the past year, you 
make the Post Office a very happy place 
to be!  Have a very Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year. Karen Williams

Know your posting dates
International Airmail

Dec.4th Asia, Far East (including 
Japan), New Zealand

Dec.5th Australia
Dec.6th Africa, Caribbean, Central and 

South America, Middle East
Dec.9th Cyprus, Eastern Europe
Dec.10th Canada, France, Greece, 

Poland
Dec.13th USA, Airmail to static BFPOs
Dec.14th Western Europe (excluding 

France, Greece, Poland)
UK

Dec.18th 2nd Class and Royal Mail 
Signed for

Dec.20th 1st Class and Royal Mail 
Singed for,  Parcelforce 
Worldwide express

Dec.23rd Royal Mail Special Delivery 
Guaranteed, Parcelforce 
Worldwide express

Finstock Toddler Group
As Christmas looms ever closer, Finstock 

Toddler Group has been in full swing, 
getting ready for the Festive Season.  With 
numbers once again high and steady, we 
have been able to plan a number of great 
activities to aid our preparations, including 
a visit from The Pottery Place, which has 
been very exciting and a Christmas Party, 
complete with a very special visitor!  The 
delicious cakes that are produced each 
week for the deserving mums, dads and 
carers have gone down particularly well, 
so thank you to everybody who has slaved 
away on those!

If you are at a loose end on a Wednesday 
morning and have a child between the 
ages of 0 and 4, then come along to 
Finstock Village Hall, where you will 
receive a warm welcome, an even warmer 
cup of tea and a perfectly irresistible slice 
of cake.  Snacks are provided for the 
children, as well as activities, messy play, 
story time and music.  Come and join us!

For further details, call Caroline 
Stevenson on 868430.

Barricades 
Thanks to Viv Wightman for organising 

the barricades and signage used to close 
the road at our annual Remembrance 
Day service this year.  Viv tells me that 
these useful additions to traffic control 
now belong to the village and will be 
stored at the church, but are available 
for any village event that may require 
them.  Any road closures will have to be 
approved by WODC, naturally.

Zooniverse is a great site for those who use 
their computers: www.zooniverse.org. This 
is the Internet’s most popular citizen science 
platform, where professional scientists invite 
hundreds of thousands of volunteers to help 
them with their research.



Telephone : 01993 868540 / 01608 811484 
www.harrisandthompson.co.uk 

Harris & Thompson 
PAINTERS   AND   DECORATORS 

 

Harris & Thompson is the premier Painting and 
Decorating company based in the heart of the 
Cotswolds.  
We have a reputation for producing and delivering 
exciting and high quality workmanship. 
Whether its a small room or commercial Property 
or even a country home, Harris & Thompson Are 
first choice for all your decorating needs. 
We offer a 12 months guarantee on all our work. 

                   
 

THE WHITE HORSE
THE RIDINGS – STONESFIELD

Freehouse & Restaurant

Closed – Monday
Tuesday-Thursday – 5.00 Close
Friday – 12.00-3.00; 5.00-11.00

Saturday – 12.00-3.00; 6.00-11.00
Sunday – 12.00-3.00

Tasty Home cooked food
Real Ale and Fine Wines - 

Pretty Beer Garden

Folk Music Nights every 2nd 
Wednesday of the month

Now serving lunch Friday, Saturday & Sunday
Dinner available Friday & Saturday

Barn & Skittle Alley available for Hire

For reservations and enquiries please phone
Angela or John on 01993 891063

Our new rug in use
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WOODPECKERS PRE-SCHOOL
It is the countdown to Christmas! A 

very busy term indeed!
We ended last term with saying 

goodbye to one of our children who 
left our setting for pastures new.  Ethan 
was a huge character, one that we will 
miss greatly for all the fun and smiles he 
brought with him.  Still the show must 
go on, and literally speaking this is true!

It is the time of year when we put on 
a small Christmas performance for our 
family and friends.  It is quite an effort 
to learn all the 
songs, practise 
what needs to 
be done on 
stage and find 
ever yone  a 
part that they 
are happy with, 
but  usua l ly 
(touch wood!) 
we manage 
to pull it all 
together.  This 
year our performance is on Thursday 
December 12th at 9.30am in the school 
hall.  Come along and watch if you have 
got a spare 20 minutes that morning.

It is after this show that our annual 
raffle is drawn; with lots of fabulous prizes 
to be won.  Should you be approached to 
buy one of our draw tickets please, please 
do.  Any money raised will go towards 
our project to increase the learning 
opportunities in our outside play area 
alongside renewing our gates.

During the summer holidays our 
standalone slide was removed from 

our area and taken into the adventure 
playground where it was abused.  Some 
kind folk returned it to us but unfortunately 
it was too broken to pass our health and 
safety checks.  As you can appreciate, a 
slide is on our wish list along with many 
other items and resources.

All the money that you help raise is 
always used to support the children in one 
form or another.  For example, the circular 
rug that was bought with ‘fund raising’ 
money has been a joy to have.  It helps 

the children 
to find a place 
to sit; it helps 
the children 
to be aware of 
similarities and 
d i f fe rence s 
as there are 
‘stick’ people 
o f  v a r y i n g 
colours, facial 
expres s ions 
and clothing 

around the circumference.  In the middle 
there is a map of the world which the 
children frequently point to and either 
name ‘places’ or ask ‘where this is?’ It 
has helped the children to participate in 
‘ring’ games as it guides them where to 
go without us holding hands all the time.  
It is absolutely fantastic and we would 
not have been able to have it without all 
your support!

There is another way that you could 
also help and that is by giving up a little 
spare time to share an interest or a skill 
with us.  It helps children enormously 

to have an understanding of the wide 
variety of skills and interests that there 
are in their community or world; this 
supports their understanding of the world 
and they learn about the differences and 
similarities.

Another way some of you could help 
us, is to get in touch if you have young 
children.  We are trying to forecast future 
numbers so that we can plan ahead.  All 
you would need to do is email or text 
Lesley Dore on the number or email 
address below giving your child’s date 
of birth, and address if you would like 
us to send you further details about our 
pre-school.  We are also aware that we 
are not able to accommodate everyone’s 
needs where it comes to the sessions that 
we have available.  So please, if you had 
to choose, or are choosing an alternative 
pre-school to your village one, please 
could you drop an email or text message 
to let us know why.  This will help us to 
see if we could be more accommodating 
in the future.

We hope you have a very merry 
Christmas and a very happy 2014!

Our opening hours are 8.45am to 
12noon, Monday to Friday.  We are 
situated at Finstock School, School 
Road, Finstock.  For further information, 
or to organize a visit, please, contact 
Lesley Dore 0796-481-7165 or email 
woodpecker.pre@outlook.com.  (Please 
look on the ‘OFSTED’ website for 
details of our excellent recent report or 
telephone Lesley and ask for a copy.)



N.RANDELL
HANDYMAN & HOME 

IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Electrical, Plumbing, Flooring, 
Decorating, Tiling, Woodwork

No job too small

All jobs considered

Locally based

Quality finish

For a free quote call

01993 868725

07717 878323

westoxhandyman@hotmail.co.uk

At Eynsham Hall Health & Fitness Club, it is 
our objective to welcome our members into an 

environment of informality and relaxation. 

Our membership packages are designed with 
flexibility in mind for our members. There is 

not a requirement to commit towards 
a long term contract.

We are open between the hours of 6:30am to 
9:30pm,during the week and from 7:30am to 

7:30pm at the weekend.

Full Membership is available
 from just £34.50 per month! 

(figure based on full dual membership)

FOR MORE DETAILS OR TO RESERVE 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP,

PLEASE CALL 01993 885 207 
OR EMAIL: FITNESS@EYNSHAMHALL.COM

WWW.EYNSHAMHALL.COM

THIS YEAR, 
BE A NAME, 
NOT A NUMBER
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COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS

The issue of cardiac arrest and heart 
attacks has had increased press since the 
collapse of Fabrice Muamba, the Bolton 
Wanders midfielder who collapsed 
in an FA Cup football match against 
Tottenham in March.  The Community 
First Responders based in Finstock know 
the importance and difference these 
defibrillator devices can make.  For every 
minute that passes without defibrillation, 
a person’s chance of survival decreases 
by 10%.  We volunteer to provide a 
local support to the ambulance service 
because our rural location means it can 
take longer for an ambulance to reach us.  
Responders now respond to a range of 
999 ambulance calls including the chest 
pains, epileptic fits, severe bleeding and 
breathing difficulties.

To support this, an app has been 
launched by South Central Ambulance 
Trust for Apple and Android smart mobile 
phones which shows where the nearest 
defibrillator can be found and advice 
of what to do when someone suffers a 
cardiac arrest.  This has been available 
since the beginning of November as the 
county now has many of the life-saving 
devices following the installation in 
villages, such as East and West Hannay 
near Wantage and Blewbury near Didcot, 
following generous public donations.  
Though many are located in central 
Oxford, the rural spread is increasing 
and a recent donation means a further 
40 defibrillators are to be installed across 

West Oxfordshire including in Finstock.
The community defibrillators are 

stored in a locked box at a central 
location such as a village hall or disused 
phone box and the code is given out 
by South Central Ambulance when an 
appropriate 999 call is made.  Guidance 
is then given by the ambulance service 
and audible instructions are spoken by 
the defibrillator to help the first aider use 
the device.  Alongside this, training will 
be offered by South Central Ambulance 
Service to local people who would like 
advanced knowledge of how to use the 
automatic defibrillators.  Further details 
on training will follow when available.

These Defibrillators are automatic 
defibrillators; you cannot shock someone 
who does not meet the specific criteria 
of having a heart in fibrillation.  If you 
were, for example, to place the pads 
on a person with a normal heart beat 
the device would just advise you to 
continue CPR.  They can therefore not be 
misused.  Adding to the wide availability, 
defibrillators are also being fitted to every 
Oxfordshire fire engine with the main aim 
to treat road crash victims.

As always we continue to ask for 
unwanted printer cartridges or mobile 
phones which we can have recycled and 
further adds to our fundraising.  If you 
have any questions about the Community 
Responders please do not hesitate 
to contact me via saraanscombe@
btopenworld.com.  (tinyurl.com/kappe33)

District Councillor 
Liz Leffman

At a recent meeting of the Social 
and Economic Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee, of which I am a member, we 
had a presentation from South Central 
Ambulance Services about response 
times in rural areas. Following the 
meeting I visited the ambulance station 
at Kidlington. I was keen to find out 
what is being done to improve response 
times in our area. West Oxfordshire has 
received a donation of forty defibrillators 
to be installed in towns and villages across 
the district, including Finstock. I was 
able to put the ambulance service and 
WODC officers together so that they 
can plan the roll-out of the defibrillators. 
The ambulance service will be providing 
training for people in Finstock, so that 
everyone can make use of the defibrillator 
should the need arise.

I wish everyone in Finstock a merry 
Christmas and a happy New Year.

Liz Leffman
District Councillor

Finstock Link
As winter approaches the road salt/

grit bins are full; and Finstock Link is again 
ready to respond to impending adverse 
weather events.  In its third year, the Parish 
Council maintains a list of VOLUNTEERS 
who are able to help in a number of ways: 
to help grit the roads prior to heavy snow, 
snow clearing, staffing a holding centre at 
the Village Hall in a disaster or emergency, 
or emergency responders should other 
services not be able to get to Finstock 
– nurses, midwives, carers, plumbers, 
electricians, first-aiders etc.

Whilst we have a good number of such 
volunteers, we can always do with more, 
especially those who may be available on 
a weekday daytime.  If you would like to 
offer to help in the case of emergencies 
e-mail Shaun Morley at morley.shaun@
gmail.com or telephone 868134.

 Shaun Morley

MARK BILLINGE
CHIMNEY SWEEP

For a clean and efficient service

 Tel.: 01367-243052

saraanscombe@btopenworld.com
saraanscombe@btopenworld.com


Finstock 
cattery

Proprietors Julie & John Stoney

*LUXURY BOARDING

*SPACIOUS HEATED PENS

*PERSONAL CARE

*INSPECTION INVITED

8 Wards Lane, Finstock, Oxon OX7 3BP

Tel: 01993 868413

finstockcattery@aol.com

This picture shows one child from 
each year at Finstock School.
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FINSTOCK RAINBOWS AND BROWNIES

Rainbows have a full unit so please do 
put your daughter’s name on our waiting 
list if you would like her to join our group.

This term they have been busy doing 
various crafts and activities including 
a fairy night and bring along a friend.  
The challenge badges they are working 
towards are: The Fairy Challenge, a 
Chocolate challenge and our District 
Skipping Challenge.

Brownies – during this term the girls 
will be working towards three challenge 
badges – Upside Down and Back to 
Front Challenge, Welly Challenge, the 
Chocolate Challenge and also our District 
Skipping Challenge.

Both groups have been having fun and 
some weeks have been very interesting!

As advertised in the last newsletter, we 
held our annual sponsored walk and the 
funds raised went towards our unit funds 
and the Village Hall regeneration fund.  I 
have great pleasure in announcing that a 
cheque was handed to the Village Hall 
for £500, so thank you and well done to 
everybody.

Also hopefully everybody by now has 
seen the Rag Bag Recycling Bin that 
we have organized and placed outside 
the Village Hall.  This is for any clothing, 
textiles, shoes, handbags or accessories.  
Please place any unwanted items in the 
rag-bag bags available from the Post 
Office or Village Hall or by contacting 
Caroline on 07890 629001, or use any 
other plastic bag but no loose items 
PLEASE.  The bin has only been in place 

for a short time and I have already had 
to organize a collection as it has filled up 
very quickly without even advertising it! 
Well done and thank you but please do 
continue to use this Recycling Bin.  Again, 
all the proceeds of this will be going 
to the Village Hall Regeneration Fund.

We would like to thank Shaun Morley 
and Derek Bennett for helping with the 
revamp of the store room in the Village 
Hall and putting up wonderful shelving 
for us, which gave us a great chance 
during an evening during half term to sort 
out our three cupboards, removing two 
of them and organising our supplies and 
materials so hopefully we can now have 
everything to hand.  The store room is 
now easily accessible.

This term will finish on December 4th 
and there will be a special District get-
together at Burford Church.

I would also like to say a very special 
well done and congratulations to Kim 
Lovelock (Eagle Owl) and Karen Williams 
(Twit Twoo) who both have completed 
their Adult Leadership Qualification for 
Girlguiding.

I have a great adult leadership team 
and would like to thank 
them all, because without 
their help and continued 
support we wouldn’t 
be able to have three 
wonderful and successful 
groups for our local girls.

C a r o l i n e  B o o t h 
(Brown Owl),  Amy 
Booth (Little Owl), Kim 

Lovelock (Eagle Owl), Karen Williams 
(Twit Twoo), Nicky Blackall (Nicky Owl), 
Bridget Myatt (Monday’s Barney), Rachel 
Hemming (Wednesday’s Barney), and our 
wonderful Young Leader Hannah Mansell 
(Snowy Owl).

Finstock Rainbows meet in the Village 
Hall on Wednesdays from 4.45 until 
5.45pm.

Rainbows are for girls aged between 5 
and 7.  To put your daughter’s name on 
our waiting list to join, please contact Amy 
Booth on 824190 or ajb5@btinternet.
com.

Finstock Brownies meet in the Village 
Hall on Mondays and Wednesdays from 
6pm until 7.30pm.  Brownies are for 
girls aged between 7 and 11.  Contact 
Caroline Booth on 07890-629001 or 
caroline0booth@btinternet.com to 
add your daughter to our units.  (At the 
moment there are only places available 
on Mondays.)



01993 868333
www.theplough-inn.co.uk

Now under  
new management
Good food. Come & visit us, 

we’d love to see you.
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SCOUTS COMING TO FINSTOCK?

I was hoping to have more of a 
concrete plan before writing this; but 
things take time to sort out.

As you may well know, I have been 
trying to bring a Scout group to Finstock 
for a few years now; and from the 
feedback I have received with regard to 
my regular write-up in the Newsletter, I 
believe the time has come.

In a perfect world it would be just 
Finstock and surrounding villages; but as 
you all know it’s one thing to get these 
things off the ground when you have 
sufficient numbers, but maintaining those 
numbers is another matter.

I left Witney Scouts in late September, 
and within hours I was inundated with 
offers to help different groups and 
sections around the county, as well as 
joining the county training team.  But my 
heart is in Scouting with the kids: getting 
involved, teaching them and giving them 
direction and purpose in life; not only 
with exciting action-packed activities but 
also involving them with their community, 
and helping them to understand the 
values of being part of that community.

One offer that struck me was from 

1st North Leigh Scouts.  They are an 
established group with some good 
leaders but they are becoming a victim 
of their own success and are struggling 
to keep up with the amount of young 
people coming through from Beavers 
to Cubs and then on to Scouts and 
Explorers.  I was asked to help the troop 
at first; but as the conversations went on 
it became clear that they really needed 
more.  They need another Scout troop as 
well as a Beaver Colony and Cub Pack.  
Looking around the Village I can see the 
potential to join them and offer Finstock 
as a satellite of North Leigh.  This would 
have the added Bonus and flexibility of 
being able to move with the numbers as 
they fluctuate.

I have the capability of running the 
Scouts, but I do not have the capability 
of running a Beaver and a Cub section 
too.  This is where scouting support and 
their Vision for 2018 comes in.  They are 
moving towards flexible volunteering, 
which means in essence you really need 
one main leader for each section and 
then support from parents on a ‘when 
required’ basis.  This is how I started; 

but after a couple of weeks I decided 
I wanted more, and I hope this would 
be the same for any adult who gets 
involved.  However I totally understand 
the demands of work and family, which is 
why I think flexibility is the way forward.

With all this in mind, I hope to hold 
an open evening very soon for both 
parents and children as well as any other 
interested adults (there is a very good 
district explorer unit and young leaders 
program) who feel they can offer anything 
at all to a Scout group.

I urge you to visit www.scouts.
org.uk where you can see the list of 
opportunities and training offered by 
the Scout Association and to watch 
some of the videos they have explaining 
what New Modern Scouting is all about.  
Don’t judge scouting by what you think 
it is: go see for yourself and join the “Big 
Adventure”.

Andy Compton
Tel: 868271

comptona@btinternet.com

THE PLOUGH INN FINSTOCK
A very warm welcome awaits you at The Plough!
December will be a busy month at The 

Plough beginning with a Quiz night on 
December 2nd.  Quiz nights will become 
a familiar thing beginning in January on 
Monday nights where the bar will open 

but no food available.  We will have quiz 
nights in January on Monday the 6th and 
again in February on the 3rd.  There will 
also be a games night on January 20th.  
All quiz entry fees will go to Village Hall 
regeneration fund.  Watch the signs in 
front of the pub for our monthly special 
themed dinners.  Remember to book 
early as the pub quickly gets filled-up.

Full Christmas Festivities and meals 
are available during December.  Check 
at the pub or contact Guy on 868333; 
email guywallis01@gmail.com.

New Year’s Eve celebrations will be 
fun and there is a free buffet with a glass 
of Prosecco at midnight – until it is gone.  
There is also a New Year’s Day brunch 
being served.

The Plough is open Tuesday through 
Saturday from 12-3pm and again from 
6-11pm.  On Sunday and bank holidays 
the pub opens at 12; food finishes at 3pm 
on Sunday but the bar is open until 6pm.

Happy Christmas everybody!

 Guy Wallis

A plant a tree dedication makes 
a much loved living gift to celebrate 
Christmas.  By ‘buying’ a tree you will 
help build our new woodland Foxburrow 
Wood.  Every tree will help.  Each tree is 
£15 which reflects the true cost of creating 
and developing the new woodland, 
including care and maintenance of the 
tree through to establishment.  The 
new woodland is being created by the 
Wychwood Project on the outskirts of 
Witney. Tel: 01865-815423/815424

www.wychwoodproject.org/
foxburrowwood.

First Great Western is revising 
its pocket timetables from 
December 8th. Visit: firstgreatwestern.
co.uk or from staffed stations. Cotswold 
Line services will now appear in timetable 
booklet East 4.

www.scouts.org.uk
www.scouts.org.uk
www.wychwoodproject.org/foxburrowwood
www.wychwoodproject.org/foxburrowwood
firstgreatwestern.co.uk
firstgreatwestern.co.uk


 
Experience the thrill of open air 

skating, whatever the weather, on our 
open sided, covered outdoor Ice Rink! 

Tickets from just £5! 

The garden in June
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THE GARDENING YEAR 2013

Are You a Terroirist?
“It is a blend of local white grapes, I 

don’t know which and I don’t care. The 
point is to make a wine that could not have 
been made anywhere else.”

 Dirk Niepoort, wine-maker
This is obsession with terroir in its purest 

form, and terroirists value everything that 
makes a particular location distinctive 
when it comes to producing wine, 
including the soil, the climate and the 

grapes.
This is the principle on which the 

French and European wine industries 
were founded. It distinguishes them 
from most New World wine-making 
where the grape variety is the main focus. 
Modern methods of cultivation, irrigation 
and harvesting mean that wines from 
popular grape varieties such as Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Merlot, Sauvignon Blanc and 

This crazy year of gardening has 
been a challenge for most of us who 
love to spend time growing things.  
First we had such a late spring that 
everything in the garden was behind 
schedule.  The ground was too wet 
to walk on, and the temperatures too 
cool to plant new things.  Once the 
weather finally began to warm a bit, 
the nights remained cold and held 
back strong growth.  The daffodils, 
crocus and primroses came out to 
brighten the days, but most other 
shrubs and trees remained stubbornly 
quiet.

Getting into the garden to cut back 
all of the plant life that died over this last 
winter or dig over vegetable plots didn’t 
happen until May.  Then everything in the 
garden began to catch up and grow as if 
a strong fertilizer had been sprinkled into 
all that rain.  Gardens quickly became a 
jungle of wanted and unwanted growth.  
If the garden caught up quickly with the 
season, our work fell behind.

June came with more sunshine and 
more rain, which helped trees to bud 
and aquilegias to blossom.  The hardy 
geraniums finally began showing their 
flowers mid-month and had mostly gone 
over by the end of the month.  One of 
the leaves of my hardy geraniums started 
turning reddish as if autumn were just 
around the corner.

And now in November after a bountiful 
year for fruit we still find beauty in the 
garden because the trees and shrubs are 

still full of leaves, despite the winds 
and rain of late.  The autumnal colours 
are so beautiful that we can look out 
of our windows and still smile.  In 
between the showers the last of the 
major cut-backs has been taking place 
for the roses, raspberries and buddleia.  
Soon the seed catalogues will divert 
our minds as we plan on what to plant 
in 2014.

One thing that all gardeners learn at 
an early stage of their pastime is that 
you cannot predict what will happen 
from one year to the next.  Everyday 

changes in a garden from day to day and 
from year to year to keep us from getting 
bored.

 JM

Do you love gardening? Would you like 
to write articles about your garden for the 
Finstock News? Please contact the Editor.  
For contact details please see p.4.

Chardonnay are commodities that can be 
produced just about anywhere.

The trouble starts when terroirists start 
behaving like commodity wine-makers.

This year Bordeaux wine-makers have 
been lobbying for emergency relief amid 
warnings that thousands of jobs are at 
risk after hailstorms hit the vines. 350 
properties in the region, including some 
iconic chateaux, lost more than 80% of 
their crop, with an estimated value of 
€70m, and more than 70% of them were 
not insured.

The Department of Agriculture 
declined financial help, but a decree 
allowing Bordeaux wine-makers to source 
extra wine from the appellation in which 
their chateau is located was approved. 
The chateau name is not allowed on the 
label, only the term cuvée or similar; but 
an image of a chateau building is allowed. 
These are carefully negotiated subterfuges 
to fool the unwitting customer. Historic 
and important boundaries are being 
ignored, and inferior wine is being used 
to replace the precisely defined original.

As Jancis Robinson once said in 
another context: “‘Icon’ - is that one word 
or two?” Osiris
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