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We say goodbye to Jean Roden, Headteacher at Finstock School in this issue and hear about the successful fundraising events 
for our new Village Hall.  Rodney Rose writes about the electrification of the rail system and you will find a reminder about 
the Wychwood Fair’s return to Cornbury Estate.  Learn about Godello on p.5 and the Finstock Brownies report on 

their summer term – in their own words – on p.9.  Enjoy the holidays!

The FinsTock Ale 2014
Sponsored by Howse and O’Reilly, electrical contractors

The second Beer and Folk Festival September 12th-13th
After the success of its first year, the Finstock Ale is back even 

bigger and better! We move to the playing field.  Friday night 
Folk Night kicks off the weekend with a fantastic line-up of folk 
music, with Banbury band Scarecrow, support act and finishing 
with the Finstock Festival Band for a ceilidh.  Bar from 7pm, 
music from 8pm.  Entry £5 with tickets from www.wegottickets.
com/f/7754 or on the door.

The Beer Festival starts at midday on Saturday September 
13th with 22 beers, four ciders (all sponsored by local people 
and businesses) and a bar for other drinks.  And we are more 
family friendly in 2014 with a free bouncy castle sponsored 
by Cotswold Kids!  As well as a wide range of beers, including 
some from the new Flying Monk Brewery, we have all day music 
starting at 12.30pm.  As well as local favourites Acousticana, Ags 
Connolly, Mike Ruse and Jeff and Mandy, we have Kingham 
band Black Max and the Pirates, The Other Dramas from 

Oxford, and Witney bands 1000 Mile Highway and Roughcut 
Ruby to end the night at 11.30pm.  This year we also offer 
camping for over 18’s (must be paid for in advance – book at 
www.wegottickets.com/f/7754).  There will be no unauthorized 
camping and security will be on site 24 hour all weekend.

We have great food outlets with the return of Ellie and Giles’ 
Paelleria and a special Venison roast from Tim Gunn.

All proceeds go to the Village Hall Regeneration.  We shall 
also be running the Finstock Big Lottery to be drawn at the 
Finstock Ale.  Tickets are on sale and widely available including 
from Finstock shop.  The amazing prizes include a sensational 
free driving experience at Silverstone race track, a day for two 
at Bannatynes Health Spa, £50 Eynsham Hall voucher, signed 
Caterham F1 shirt, many family tickets to local attractions, 
Newbury Racecourse premier enclosure tickets, and brewery 
tours of Hook Norton and Wychwood.

I was honoured to take pupils from Finstock School 
to attend the village D-Day Remembrance Service.  
Unfortunately the words ‘forever young’ are lost on our 
children as they cannot see beyond the ages of our elderly 
people who fought, and are living still.

Becky, Megan and Jack 
read poems.  Wreaths 
and tokens were laid and 
the mournful sound of 
the bugle drowned out 
passing traffic.

I was also honoured to 
dedicate our library to 
Celia Garrick with Paul 

the Vicar.  Her presence was felt.  It was a sombre occasion; 
but her lovely grandchildren lifted everyone’s spirits with their 
curiosity, antics and living-for-the-moment personas which I 
wish I could emulate more often!

Finstock School
Finally, the Maypole 
Troupe danced 
three Saturdays in 
a row this glorious 
summer.   The 
rehearsals were 
ef for tless, as so 
many of them had 
been involved over 
the last four years.  
The incoming head teacher, Mrs.Dawe, has assured pupils that 
this tradition will continue.  They are delighted!

Best Wishes to you all.  Over and out. Jean Roden, HT
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N.RANDELL
HANDYMAN & HOME 

IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Electrical, Plumbing, Flooring, 
Decorating, Tiling, Woodwork

No job too small
All jobs considered

Locally based
Quality finish

For a free quote call
01993 868725
07717 878323

westoxhandyman@hotmail.co.uk

Over a hundred 
wines available, 
many by the glass

THE ROYAL OAK
Ramsden OxOn OX7 3AU

TEL: 01993 868213
Your friendly

Village Inn, Restaurant,
Bar and Accommodation

As featured in the Good Pub Guide, 
Which Pub Guide, AA Good Pub 
Guide, Michelin Guide, The Good Beer 
Guide, the Good Pint Guide and the 
Real Ale Guide.

Bake off best decorated
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	 0	 .	 VILLAGE EVENTS 	 0	 .
Good Companions

After running Finstock Good Companions club for 12 years, it has sadly come to an 
end.  With fewer members over the last five to six years, it gets harder to raise money.

However with the funds we had left we had a good party, which included a buffet 
and two lots of entertainment on Saturday May 10th.  The Leafield Evergreens club 
were invited, as they have always been very generous giving me contributions for my 
tombola stalls and buying loads of raffle tickets over the years.  So, thanks to Leafield 
club members and Horace (Holifield) for letting us have our Christmas parties and 
summer garden tea parties at his home for 12 years.

Thanks to Finstock Community Projects and Funds for Finstock for donations and 
a big special thank you to Daisy (Mitchell) for helping me from day one, especially 
with the tombola stalls and the parties.  I couldn’t have done it all without her help.

I have enjoyed running the club.  Thanks again to everyone.
 Eileen (Peters)

North Leigh History Society

September 2nd Emigration from Oxfordshire in the 19th century, a talk by Shaun 
Morley.  7.30pm North Leigh Memorial Hall.  Members free, visitors £2.50.  Further 
details from Diana Power 882301.

WychWood ProjecT – 15Th AnnuAl WychWood ForesT FAir

Sunday September 7th “All the Fun of a Rural Fair”
The 15th Annual Forest Fair will return to Cornbury Park, Charlbury on Sunday 

September 7th from 11am to 5pm.  Over 160 stands promoting local products and 
services, local suppliers of food and drink, entertainers from Morris Dancers to ferret 
racing, Hatwell’s Fun Fair and a Rural Craft area.

All the profit from the event will go towards the Project in its work of “Restoring 
Landscapes, Inspiring People”.

For further details please contact the Wychwood Project Office 01865-815423 or 
Michael Drew 01993-702624, email wychwood@oxfordshire.gov.uk or michael.drew@
totalise.co.uk; or visit the Wychwood Project website at www.wychwoodproject.org.

Ladies, give us your support!

Give all your unwanted old bras a new lease of life and help raise money for breast 
cancer research.  Bring them to Joy Murphy at 63 High Street.  Against Breast Cancer 
will receive a donation based on the weight of bras we collect, so every bra counts!

Share a lift to Charlbury 
Train Station

First Great Western and car pooling 
company Liftshare have opened a 
dedicated website to allow rail passengers 
to sign-up for free to get in touch with 
fellow commuters making the same drive 
to rail stations.  Check it out here: fgw.
liftshare.com.

Community First Responders

We cover the local villages responding 
to 999 emergency calls but only when sent 
by the ambulance service.  The support of 
the local volunteer team should hopefully 
mean that help reaches those unfortunately 
in need of our services as soon as possible.  
Having attended a gloriously sunny 
Ramsden Fête, we are hoping for more 
at the Finstock Ale in September.  Hope 
to see you there.  Do come over and find 
out more information about what we do.

As usual we continue to ask for any 
unwanted new or used printer cartridges 
and mobile phones which we can recycle, 
which adds to our fundraising.  Collection 
boxes are available in many locations 
including the village school, village 
shop and Charlbury doctors’ surgery.  
If you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to contact me via saraanscombe@
btopenworld.com.

ChoC Films

Sunday August 17th
Sunshine on Leith (PG) 95mins

Just as Mamma Mia! reignited 
audiences’ love for Abba, this jubilant, 
heartfelt singalong musical does the same 
for the music of The Proclaimers, as the 
cast (starring Jane Horrocks and Peter 
Mullan) experience the joys and heartache 
that punctuate all relationships.
Memorial Hall, Charlbury, 7.30pm 
(licensed bar from 6.45pm)

Admission £5, under 15s £3
See www.chocfilms.info

michael.drew@totalise.co.uk
michael.drew@totalise.co.uk
www.wychwoodproject.org
fgw.liftshare.com
fgw.liftshare.com
saraanscombe@btopenworld.com
saraanscombe@btopenworld.com


Tel: 0845 458 2980  
Mobile: 07976 261850

Email: tctrees@btinternet.com  
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery 
company with the 

integrity you can trust.
All combined aspects of Arboriculture

FINSTOCK NEWS 6 X 9 CM

PELLMANS
Your Local Solicitors

• Business and Employment Law          

  Contracts, Legal Compliance and  

  Disputes                           

• Property                                                

  Buying and Selling Homes, 

  Commercial and Agricultural

• Divorce

   Finances, Children and Cohabitation    

   Disputes

• Wills, Probate and Trusts

   Tax Planning and Lasting Powers of 

   Attorney

01865 884400
 www.pellmans.co.uk

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Oxford OX29 4TB

Home visits and evening appointments available

Pellmans
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FINSTOCK VILLAGE HALL UPDATE

Much has happened since the last 
Finstock News was published.  Planning 
permission was granted for the new hall 
on May 30th when WODC awarded us 
a Community Facilities grant of £47,500 
– equal highest grant in the district; and 
our fundraising goes from strength to 
strength.  Plough Quiz nights in May 
and June raised £72; the Arts and Crafts 
Exhibition and Sale, with its associated 
lottery made a whopping £709 (thanks to 
Joy, Ruth and exhibitors); Finstock Music 
bar made £467; showing the World Cup 
on the big screen made £505; the Great 
Finstock Bake Off saw a profit of £243 
(well done Caroline and Rhyanne); and 
the raffle £231.  With donations and 

sale of engraved bricks for the Finstock 
Walkway, the two months saw £2,500 
raised for the new hall.

June and July also saw us submit nine 
more grant applications and by late 
October we will have a firm idea of most 
of the support given by these grant-giving 
bodies.

Our fundraising events continue with 
the Finstock Ale on September 12th and 
13th including the Friday Folk Night, and 
Tom Webb of Caterham F1 on Inside 
Formula One on October 24th.  Don’t 
forget, if you haven’t purchased your 
engraved brick for the Finstock Walkway 
at the new village hall yet, buy it now! 
Work is planned to begin on the new 
hall within a year!

Any budding artist who would like to 
make an artist’s impression of the new 
village hall contact Shaun Morley at 
morley.shaun@gmail.com.

Inside Formula One - an evening with 
Tom Webb, Head of Communications for 
Caterham F1 Team: Friday October 24th, 
Finstock Village Hall.

Tom Webb has been inside the F1 
world for almost ten years and can tell 
you what life is really like behind the 
scenes in one of the world’s most popular 
sports.  You’ll also have the chance to 
win some Caterham F1 Team prizes 
including signed team kit and even a 
genuine used part from one of Caterham 
F1 Team’s race cars.  Doors 7.30pm.  
Tickets £5 from www.wegottickets.com/
event/278688.

Advance notice of a gig by Steve 
Knightley (of Show of Hands) at Finstock 
Village Hall on Thursday March 5th 
2015.  The BBC award-winning singer-
songwriter makes his only appearance 
in West Oxfordshire as part of his Grow 
Your Own tour of village halls.  Finstock 
was one of 40 venues chosen out of 
450 that wanted him for 2015.  Steve 
was once described by the Times as the 
“Gravel-voiced spokesman for the rural 
poor”.  Having filled the Royal Albert Hall 
on four occasions he is looking forward to 
bringing his songs and stories to smaller 
and more intimate locations.  As he 
says, “With so many songs written for 
and about people who actually live and 
work in the countryside, I’m really looking 
forward to playing them in their spiritual 

Village Music Day
Over the gloriously sunny last weekend 

of May, Finstock History Society (FLHS) 
held its second Village Music Day.  It 
built on the highly enjoyable 2013 event 
which recalled the rich cultural heritage 
of Finstock and its neighbouring villages.

On the Friday we enjoyed a musical 
extravaganza ‘Singing Histories’ that 
featured performances of new songs, 
music and drama celebrating real-life 
historical events researched by the 
FLHS members – all staged by local 
performers brilliantly led by Kath Lucas 
and Sue Starling.  Among the many 
historical events covered were a couple 
of particularly thought-provoking pieces 
recalling the responses of our forebears 
to the events of the Great War.

On Saturday we had a variety of 
musical and cultural events, held on the 
village green, in the Village Hall and by 
the Plough.  The Donkey House Band 
played in the Bower and the Finstock 
School maypole dancers danced in 
Home Farm garden.  There were also 
performances from members of The 
Oxford Fiddle Group; lots and lots of 
Morris dancing sides (with their various 
supporting musicians); an open-to-all 
music and singing session; a talk by Shaun 
Morley on ‘The Bottom’ Community; 
and a Willow Horn workshop.  There 
was a splendid evening ceilidh with the 
Finstock Festival Band.

The event, which was generously 
supported by West Oxfordshire Council 
under a Community Activity Grant, drew 
lots of visitors; and a great time was had 
by all.

 Mike Woodfield

The Well Hill project
The dry stone wall is being rebuilt 

thanks to the Wychwood Project, which 
is providing the expertise and labour using 
stone kindly donated by Cornbury Estate. 
By the time of printing, the Finstock Link 
team will have cleared vegetation from 
around the new trees and Town and 
Country Trees will have carried out some 
tree surgery on the existing trees.

homes!”  This will be a sell-out when 
they go on sale on Steve’s website, so buy 
early!  Doors from 7pm, tickets £16 from 
www.wegottickets.com/event/278192.

morley.shaun@gmail.com
www.wegottickets.com/event/278688
www.wegottickets.com/event/278688
www.wegottickets.com/event/278192


Dog walking

Finstock resident

Dog home boarding

Small animal boarding

Cat home visits

Insured and police-checked

NICOLA MORGAN DC MMCA
Registered Chiropractor – 

McTimoney Technique
Kimber Cottage, Holly Tree Cottages,
Woodstock Rd, Earls Lane,
Charlbury OX7 3ET Deddington OX15 0TQ

Tel: 07968-381335
I have almost 30 years’ experience in this 
gentle, effective manipulative therapy, which 
is suitable for many conditions and ages. I 
offer very flexible appointment times in two 
locations.
 See www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
Provider for BUPA, PPP, WPA and all major 
health insurance companies
Member of the General Council & Register 
for Chiropractors and the McTimoney 
Chiropractic Association.
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THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Andy Compton 868271 Member
Sean Connolly 868561 Member
Nicky Higgins 868425 Proofing
Tony Hirtenstein 868600 Layout
Joy Murphy 868575 Editor

Joy.nick@gmail.com
Barbara Wells 868776 Distribution
John Wells 868776 Advertising

Photographs thanks to staff members and 
others.

Read the Finstock News online at sites.
google.com/site/finstocknewsonline; join 
the Finstock Yahoo group – groups.yahoo.
com/group/finstock; or write to us at 63 
High Street, Finstock Oxon OX7 3DA.

 – www.finstock.org.uk

Plan ahead – Know the deadlines
Issue Deadline
Feb/Mar First of January
April/May First of March
June/July First of May
August/September First of July
October/November First of September
December/January First of November

Please keep articles short.  As space 
is limited, the Editors reserve the 
right to shorten long pieces in the 

interest of balance.   Finstock News 
does not necessarily share the views 

expressed in readers’ letters.

D-Day 70th anniversary
A D-Day service was held at the 

Finstock and Fawler War Memorial at 
11am on June 6th, which was the 70th 
anniversary of D-day.  The service was 
conducted by the Vicar Rev.Paul Mansell 
assisted by the Rev.Dr.Brian Ford and the 
Rev.Sarah Jones.  The names of those 
who fell in WWII from Finstock with 
Fawler, Ramsden and Leafield were read 
and the two minute silence observed, 
followed by the Last Post.

Mr.Leonard Nicholls gave the 

Exhortation, and then the Kohima was 
read by Mrs.Janet Knowles.  A wreath 
was laid on behalf of Finstock village and 
a cross from the Parish Council laid by 
Councillor Mr.Shaun Morley.

Children from Finstock C of E Primary 
School read self-selected poems with 
suitable themes and laid crosses.  We 
were so pleased to have the children 
with us on this important and historic 
occasion.  The first verse of the National 
Anthem was sung.  Mr.Mike Breakell 
provided the accompaniment.

The service was well-attended and 
afterwards excellent refreshments were 
served at The Plough.  Our thanks go to 
Guy and his son for their efforts, which 
were very much appreciated.
 Frank Schofield and the willing helpers

rePorT From cllr rodney rose, oxFordshire counTy council
In late May, I was elected to Chairman 

of the Joint Delivery Board for East 
West Rail.  This is the project that is 
currently connecting Oxford with both 
Bedford and Milton Keynes, and has 
the aspiration to continue the link on to 
Cambridge.  Electrification is part of the 
package, extending the Great Western 
electrification beyond Oxford and 
connecting with both the West Coast and 
Midland main lines.  It will put Oxford at 
the centre of electrified rail in England.  
There are no firm plans in place, as yet, 

for any electrification on the Cotswold 
Line, which connects our local stations 
with Paddington in one direction, and 
Hereford and Worcester in the other.  
Electrification has the advantage of both 
speed and less pollution, but may put 
our smallest stations at risk of closure, 
as more stops usually mean fewer trains 
per day.  A “diesel” Cotswold line may 
protect small stations such as Finstock 
and Combe, but may mean “all change” 
at Oxford to prevent diesel trains running 
under electric wires which does diminish 

the benefit of electrifying the route.  A 
third option is being explored, with 
trains running on dual-fuel, in that they 
have a diesel engine that can be turned 
off when running on electrified track, 
but production numbers are not yet 
decided.  Performance and cost will also 
be relevant.  Through the Finstock News, 
I will pass on information as I get it.  I will 
be happy to hear any views or answer 
any questions.

Councillor Rodney Rose
rodney.rose@oxfordshire.gov.uk

01865-810419

WOOF

After the rains and the concerns of 
many residents back in 2012, it’s good 
to see our paths around the village back 
in good working order. A big thanks 
therefore to Wilcote and Cornbury for 
making this happen. Your continued 
support is appreciated!

 Julian Stewart – WOOF

War does not determine who is right - only who is left.

www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://www.artweeks.org


Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL
SERVICES
Poor Reception Solved
Aerials repaired & supplied
TVs - Hung on your wall for you  
Also supplied & tuned
Extra TV Points
For aerial and Sky (In HD!)
Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV

A part of

Call Witney 
01993 608118

THE WHITE HORSE
THE RIDINGS – STONESFIELD

Freehouse & Restaurant

Closed – Monday
Tuesday-Thursday – 5.00 Close
Friday – 12.00-3.00; 5.00-11.00

Saturday – 12.00-3.00; 6.00-11.00
Sunday – 12.00-3.00

Tasty Home cooked food
Real Ale and Fine Wines - 

Pretty Beer Garden
White Horse Live every 2nd Wednesday. 
Acousticana every 1st & 3rd Wednesday

Now serving lunch Friday, Saturday & Sunday
Dinner available Friday & Saturday

Barn & Skittle Alley available for Hire

For reservations and enquiries please phone
Angela or John on 01993 891063
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SMALL ADS
(All numbers start with 01993 unless otherwise stated)

Fixed price PC help to your door.
Computer, laptop and tablet repair and 
support from £29.90. Windows, Apple 
and Android. Call Charlie 891072 or 
07581-368311.
Email: charlie@pc-wise.co.uk. Visit www.
pc-wise.co.uk.
Fully insured and guaranteed.

Line ads are charged at 20p per word, payment in advance.  
Please contact: John Wells on 868776. We no longer accept inserts for the newsletter.

Evenlode Environmental
Environmental solutions for your home and 
business.  For further information:–
W: evenlodeenvironmentalconsultancy.
co.uk
E: evenlodeenvironmental@hotmail.co.uk
T: 07812-406827

Use the Village Hall for your next 
event.  Contact Sue Salter on 868647.

Kings Cleaning Services (Est. 40 
years) Windows – gutters – UPVC 
frames – fascia – Specialist equipment 
for conservatories, including roofs.  Also 
domestic house cleaning. Fully insured.  
Ring 882727 for a professional and 
reliable service.
Parties catered for, weddings, 
birthdays, suppers, etc.
Contact Marvina George Tel. 868190

Waiting for Godello
Godello effectively stuck out its tongue 
at Chardonnay and said “Hey look at 
me – I can make great wine too and I’m 
interesting.” Robin Goldsmith

If you aren’t familiar with Galicia you 
are not alone.  Until recently, not many 
Spaniards knew much about it either.  
In the north western corner of Spain, 
directly north of Portugal, the western 
tip Cape Finisterre was once thought to 
be the literal end of the world.

Galicia is nobody’s idea of Spain.  It is 
as green as Ireland and has plentiful rain, 
but a lot more sun.  This is Spain’s high 
country, a region of mountains and rivers 
in which traditional methods survive 
because the vineyards were simply too 
difficult to mechanise.  It is a lush terrain 
with high altitude vineyards, old vines and 
soils rich in quartz and slate.

Out of this landscape came Galicia’s 
most famous wine, Albariño, which is dry 
with flavours of lime, pineapple and pear, 

with lean acidity and a striking mineral 
freshness.

But there is now a new buzz around 
Galicia with the renaissance of native 
grape varieties, especially Godello, a 
white grape which had fallen out of 
fashion.  By the 1970’s, much of it had 
been dug up in favour of Palomino, which 
produces more mediocre white wines 
than the world deserves.

Godello wines have the abundant fruit 
and mineral characteristics of Albariño 
but with added peachiness on the palate, 
which is redolent of White Burgundy.  
Wine experts are excited.  This varietal, 
unlike Albariño, has the potential to make 
great wine, which at its best will reflect 
the subtleties of terroir, and the skills of 
the winemaker who made it.

Watch out for Godello, it is going 
places.  It might even be worth a trip to 
the end of the world. Osiris

The Finstock Toddler Group 
is now on its summer holiday.  It has been 
a great year for us and we are looking 
forward to September and hopefully some 
more new faces.

At the end of the school term, some 
of us from Toddlers’ accompanied 
Woodpecker Pre-school on their trip 
to the Cotswold Farm Park.  We had a 
lovely time and want to thank the Pre-
school for their kind invitation.  We also 
had our own party, to celebrate another 
year of the group.  It has been so fantastic 
to meet people from the village and the 
surrounding area and we do hope to see 
you all back again next month.

For any further information, please call 
Caroline Stevenson on 868430.  Toddler 
Group runs in term time on Wednesdays 
from 10am in the Village Hall.  The group 
is open to 0-4 year olds and their parents 
and guardians; come along and join us!

New Bus Service
Go Ride,  an Abingdon-based 

operator, has taken over the Witney 
town routes from Stagecoach.  This 
includes the C1 Charlbury Rail Bus; 
w w w.gor idebus .co.uk /go_r ide /
Oxfordshire.html or tel: 0330-330-
8489.

Pulham & Sons Coaches Ltd.  Tel: 
01451-820369; website (scroll down to 
find X9 schedule) tinyurl.com/pngzdnk; 
or email info@pulhamscoaches.com.

The Cotswold Line Cycle Route passes 
through some of Britain’s finest cycling country.  
Visit: tinyurl.com/mcyfu4m.  Download a 
1.6Mb PDF map of the whole route: tinyurl.com/
q95nvyb.  Find out more about travelling by 
train:  www.cotswoldcycling.com/trains.shtml.

www.pc-wise.co.uk
www.pc-wise.co.uk
evenlodeenvironmentalconsultancy.co.uk
evenlodeenvironmentalconsultancy.co.uk
www.goridebus.co.uk/go_ride/Oxfordshire.html
www.goridebus.co.uk/go_ride/Oxfordshire.html
tinyurl.com/pngzdnk
tinyurl.com/mcyfu4m
tinyurl.com/q95nvyb
tinyurl.com/q95nvyb


decORatOR & tRadesman 
- HOuse & HOme seRvices 

Painting and Decorating. 
Maintenance and Repairs. 

Help around the home. 

Reliable Local Tradesman. 

Richard Buck, Elbie House, 
East End, North 

Leigh, OX29 6PX 

Tel: 880166; Mob - 
07791 046583 
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COUNTRYSIDE CONSERVATION
 Art is only Nature operating with the aid of instruments she has made.
 Paul Henri, Baron d’Holbach

Garden waste bin spot checks are being carried out in West Oxfordshire 
to help reduce the amount of ‘non-green’ items being found in them.  WODC is 
appealing to residents to include only ‘green’ compostable waste such as grass 
cuttings, leaves and flowers in their garden waste bins.

The District Council runs a free garden waste recycling service for 
householders, but is finding that items like plant pots, plastic bags and compost 
bags are being put in the bin.  In some cases, collection crews have found general 
waste, car batteries and even a mattress.

You can get a full list of items that can go in garden waste bins, and other 
recycling or waste bins, and register for free green waste collections, by going 
to www.westoxon.gov.uk/bins or by calling 861000.

Buglife’s Manifesto for Pollinators
Buglife is the only European charity that looks after all pollinators.  They have 

created Get Britain Buzzing, a seven point manifesto to arrest the worrying decline 
in pollinator species across the UK.  Download a copy: tinyurl.com/ouo8vpk.

One in three mouthfuls of our food 
depends on insect pollination

Bees, hoverflies and other insects visiting flowers create apples, raspberries, 
blackcurrants, strawberries, pears, almonds, elderberries, cherries, blackberries...  
and the flowers in our gardens and countryside.  It is estimated that 84% of EU 
crops (valued at £12.6 billion per year) and 80% of wildflowers rely on insect 
pollination.

Pollinator populations are fragile.  Failure of the pollination system has already 
happened in parts of China and the United States.  If current trends continue, 
we may not have enough wild pollinators for all the crops that our growing 
population will require.  (ONCF)

New Oxfordshire Mammal Group!
Despite the wealth of wildlife sites and local enthusiasts across Oxfordshire 

there was not a group dedicated to the monitoring and conservation of mammals, 
meaning that valuable information on distribution and abundance of mammal 
species within our county was going unrecorded.  The newly-formed Oxon 
Mammal Group comprises specialists, generalists and interested observers, with 
a common interest in the ecology and conservation of mammals.  We aim to train 
members in identification and survey skills to help establish the distribution and 
abundance of different species; providing advice on mammals and their habitats; 

and above all, having fun!
Whether you’re interested in finding 

out who left footprints in the mud, 
or how to encourage hedgehogs back 
to your garden, there’s certain to be 
something for you here.  We have 
a varied programme of indoor and 
outdoor events throughout the county, 
many suitable for the whole family.

For more events see www.
oxonmammals.org.uk or follow us on 
Facebook (Oxon Mammal Group) and 
Twitter (@OxonMammals).
 (TVERC, Summer Newsletter 2014) 
(ONCF)

The Botanical Society of 
Britain & Ireland (BSBI) is 
looking for volunteers to record the 
flora of the British Isles during 2014-
2019 to update their Atlas.  If you 
would like to help please contact Sue 
Helm who is the County Recorder for 
Oxfordshire.  Her contact details are: 
email sue@shelm.co.uk.  (TVERC, 
Summer Newsletter 2014) (ONCF)

Eating Habits Must 
Change to Protect 
People and Planet

Changing What We Eat outlines 
the work needed to shift societies to 
consumption patterns that can meet 
both public health and environmental 
goals.

Key facts:–
Lower environmental impact eating 

patterns (measured by GHG emissions 
and land use) are centred on a diverse 
range of minimally processed tubers, 
whole grains, legumes, fruits and 
vegetables, with animal products eaten 
sparingly.

In high income countr ies, 
agricultural production accounts 
for about 50 percent of food-related 
GHG emissions.  The remaining 50 
percent is caused by the manufacture, 
transport, retailing, cooking and 
refrigeration of foods.

30-50 percent of all food produced 
globally is wasted.  This undermines 
food security, represents a waste of 
land, water and other inputs, as well as 
causing the generation of unnecessary 
emissions. (ONCF)

Property is scarce in Finstock

Richard Strauss 
150th anniversary

2001: A Space Odyssey’s theme tune 
was his ‘Also Sprach Zarathustra.’

www.oxonmammals.org.uk
www.oxonmammals.org.uk


01993 868333
www.theplough-inn.co.uk

Come & visit us, we’d love to see you.

Our Bar is open:
Mon: 6pm – close

Tues – Fri: 12 noon – 3pm & 6pm – close
Sat: 12 noon – close

Sun: 12 noon – 6.00pm

Our kitchen is open:
Tues – Sat

Lunch: 12 noon – 2.30pm
Dinner: 6.00pm – 9.00pm

Sunday Lunch: 12 noon – 4pm
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THE SHOP
We hope that the summer has been 

good for you so far, and that everyone 
who entered the Great Finstock Bake-off 
enjoyed their time cooking.  Congratulations 
to the winners! No doubt a lot of you had 
a delightful eating experience.

Unfortunately Sue 
has not been able 
to return to work, 
and we hope that she 
feels better soon.  We 
would like to thank 
her for all her efforts 
in building the Shop 
up into what it is today.

The Shop stocks many local products: 
smoked delicacies from Upton Smokery; 
bread from the Bread Bin in Witney; 
cakes and pastries from Sweet ‘n’ Tasty; 
scones from Cakes Unlimited; mustards 
from Shaken Oak in Hailey; jams and 
marmalades from Maggie; yoghurts from 
Woodlands Farm; beer from Hook Norton; 
meat, sausages, pies and cheese from 
Patrick Strainge in Bampton.

If you would like to place an order from 
Patrick Strainge please order in the Shop 
before Tuesday afternoon for delivery on 
Friday morning.

Of course we also have a stock of great 
wine from Bennett’s plus some more 
everyday wines and don’t forget to pop in 
for your ice creams, lollies and cold drinks.

Look out for lots of Special Offers during 
the summer.

We can supply 
a lot of your school 
h o l i d ay  n e e d s , 
including pastimes 
and crafts for the 
children, and we will 
also be stocking back-
to-school items.  In 

addition we always stock writing pads, 
envelopes, string, wrapping, Sellotape and 
party goods like banners and balloons.

Thank you for your continued support 
for the Food Bank, all donations are very 
welcome.

Please consider volunteering in the 
Shop.  We always welcome everyone who 
would like to lend a hand, not necessarily 
serving in the Shop, but perhaps doing a 
few odd jobs or offering expert advice.

The 100 Club still has a few places 
available.  The £100 draw happens on the 
last Thursday of each month in the Plough 
and the main four-week draw takes place 
in the Shop on the last Saturday. Mo

Shop opening hours:–
Weekdays 8-6
Saturdays 8-1
Sundays 9-11.30

Shop Telephone number – 
orderS Taken: 869096

There is seldom a time when Karen 
is not busy at our local Post Office. 
Villagers come to the Shop to get cash 
from their bank accounts and pay utility 
bills. Naturally there are those who are 
mailing packages filled with items they 
have sold on eBay, or who are returning 
items that were ordered but were not 

right. The foreign currency exchange is 
very active now as the holiday season 
gets into full swing. And when you just 
want to mail a letter, Karen will quickly 
sort out the required postage for your 
snail-mail missives.

Thank you for being there, Karen!
 Joy

Our Post Office Service Open Monday-
Friday from 9am to 1pm

FoFS – Friends of 
Finstock School

The school fund-raising team 
enjoyed a fine School Fête.  It started 
with the normal downpours of rain 
but by the time we opened the Fête 
the sun had come out and stayed out 
for the duration!  Thank you to all who 
came along and supported us; and, 
you’ll be pleased to know it made just 
under £1300 profit, all going back into 
the school to enhance the children’s 
experience.

One of our main fund-raisers of the 
year will be coming up on September 
14th.  The Annual 10k Run is held 
in the grounds of Cornbury Park and 
people from all over the country come 
to take part.  So get your running shoes 
ready and look out for the entry forms!

 Karen Williams for FoFS

The Plough Inn Finstock
A very warm welcome awaits 

you at The Plough!
Quiz nights, serving drinks only, 

to raise funds for the regeneration of 
the Village Hall will continue on the 
first Monday of each month.  Tuesday 
is two-for-the–price-of-one fish and 
chip meals at lunch and dinner.  Our 
monthly themed nights meals will 
continue: book early.

The garden is open for food and 
drinks.  Join us soon! Guy

It is the Centenary of Welsh poet and 
writer Dylan Thomas’ birth. He wrote the 
wonderful Under Milk Wood.



Andrew A.Adams
FCCA

Chartered Certified 
Accountant

Quality personal service for your

Accounting, Taxation and

Business needs

Competitive fees agreed in advance

Free initial meeting

 Telephone: 07790 854574
  01993 891280

At Eynsham Hall Health & Fitness Club, it is 
our objective to welcome our members into an 

environment of informality and relaxation. 

Our membership packages are designed with 
flexibility in mind for our members. There is 

not a requirement to commit towards 
a long term contract.

We are open between the hours of 6:30am to 
9:30pm,during the week and from 7:30am to 

7:30pm at the weekend.

Full Membership is available
 from just £34.50 per month! 

(figure based on full dual membership)

FOR MORE DETAILS OR TO RESERVE 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP,

PLEASE CALL 01993 885 207 
OR EMAIL: FITNESS@EYNSHAMHALL.COM

WWW.EYNSHAMHALL.COM

THIS YEAR, 
BE A NAME, 
NOT A NUMBER
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A SUMMER OF FUND-RAISING

We have two major projects in Finstock 
that need our full hearted support.  The 
first is the Village Hall project which is 
progressing very well.  Recently, I was 
able to speak in Council in support 
of the major grant application for the 
project.  We were awarded £47,500.  
Comments were made concerning 
the professionalism of our plans and 
application.  This is a great result, courtesy 
of the hard work put in by the team from 
the Parish Council.

There are a number of events this 
summer to ensure that the requisite funds 
provided by the community are raised.  
Do support these as best as you can.  I 
know that extra volunteers are always 
needed.  Do contact Shaun Morley if you 
want to help out any event.

The second fund-raising project is for 
the shop extension.  The 100 Club is now 
up and running and the Shop Committee 
are actively applying for various grants.  If 
you want to join the 100 Club, ask at the 
Shop for an application form.

These two projects represent major 
developments in Finstock.  They are 
ambitious for a relatively small village but 
when completed will enhance the village 
enormously for many years to come.

Work has begun on the installation 
of high speed broadband across our 
District with support from the County 
and WODC.  New green boxes have 
appeared at the end of School Road 
and I am told the project is on time for 
completion next year.  Good news for 
business and personal use for us all.

Hywel Davies District Councillor
868004

Solar Farm Update
As many of you will be aware, the 

proposal by Sustainable Charlbury 
for a solar farm at Southill was turned 
down at a meeting of the planning 
committee a few weeks ago.  This 
was very disappointing to the many 
people who backed the scheme.  
Sustainable Charlbury plans to resubmit 
the proposal with revised plans that 
take account of the issues raised by 
planning officers, and will be consulting 
with people in Finstock on the new 
plans.

 Liz Leffman District Councillor

The Electoral registration 
system is changing this summer so 
that each individual will be responsible 
for registering themselves.  The great 
majority of West Oxfordshire residents 
will automatically move onto the new 
electoral register.  However, some will 
need to take action to join or remain 
on it, which they will now also be able 
to do for the first time by registering 
quickly and easily online.  A letter is 
being sent to every household explaining 
the changes; however if you have not 
received a letter from WODC’s elections 
team by August 8th, please call 861410 
or email elections@westoxon.gov.uk.  
For more information visit: www.gov.uk/
yourvotematters.

Stay safe this summer
Oxfordshire County Council’s Fire and 

Rescue Service is urging people to stay 
safe this summer.

Keep window sills clear
Keep the following out of direct sunlight 

to stop fires and never on window sills: 
shaving or vanity mirrors; glass ornaments; 
glass paperweights.

Enjoy a barbecue
– Stand the barbecue on a flat surface, 

away from fences, trees and sheds
– Use only firelighters or starter fuel on 

cold coals
– Don’t leave the barbecue unattended
– Never use petrol or paraffin to start or 

re-ignite your barbecue
– Keep a bucket of water or a garden hose 

nearby
– Keep children, pets and garden games 

away from the barbecue

Countryside safety
– Always extinguish cigarettes
– Never throw a lit cigarette out of car.
– Only use barbecues in safe, designated 

areas and never leave them unattended.
– Don’t leave bottles or glass lying around: 

sunlight shining through glass can start 
fires.

– August has more drink drive casualties 
than December.  Don’t drink and drive.  
Encourage drivers to only drink soft 
drinks; even a small amount of alcohol 
can affect their judgement.

Visit: 365alive.co.uk; Twitter: @
OxonFireRescue; Facebook: Oxfordshire 
Fire & Rescue Service (Official)

www.gov.uk/yourvotematters
www.gov.uk/yourvotematters


The dining hall was 
brilliant

Our rooms were cosy

Brownies arrive at PGL Liddington Pack holiday

AeroballAeroball
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Finstock Brownies report on the summer term – in their own words

PGL!
I visited PGL Liddington with Finstock 

Brownies on May 30th-June 1st.
My favourite activities were the giant 

swing, zip wire and abseiling (which I 
thought I wouldn’t be brave enough to 
try).  It was scary when you had to let go, I 
tried not to look down but I couldn’t help 
myself.  I didn’t even get stuck on the way 
down and Rosie climbed down next to 
me.  The zip wire was next.  When I was 
all harnessed up ready to jump I realised 
how high I was, too late!  I jumped.  It 
was excellent, really fast, it was amazing.  
I went on the giant swing with Rosie; 
we sat in our harnesses watching all my 
friends pull us up, then we pulled the 
cord to go.  It was so exciting and we 
swung for ages.

I shared a room with Fleur, Rosie and 
Chloe.  Luckily no one snored!  The beds 
were so comfy.  The food was amazing, 
my favourite was the lunch when we 
made our own baguettes with ham and 
cheese.  It was delish.  I really enjoyed 
myself and when I got home I talked for 
hours about what a great time I’d had.

The best bit: I got to go again with 
school.  Thank you so much for organising 
PGL; it was awesome.  Thank you for 
taking me. Holly Stockill Aged 10

We arrived at Liddington PGL, which 
looked scary at first, but then we got 
used to it.

First we played some games.  Then 
we got shown to our rooms and found 
out our room mates.  We were put in 
the same room with Erin and Cassia.  I 
was on the left bottom bunk Jessica was 
on the top right bunk.  After we had our 
meal we started our activities.
Our first activity was the crate challenge; 
it was such fun because we got to jump 
off and kick the crates down at the end.

The next challenge was Jacob’s ladder.  
I was with Emelia and Erin, we needed 
to try and get as high as possible.  I got 
to level 6 and the other two (Erin and 
Emelia) got to level 5.

When we had 
finished we all went to bed.  Jess and 
I couldn’t get to sleep because Erin 
wanted the light on.  When we woke up 
we got our rucksacks and went down 
to breakfast.  Soon after that we started 
our activities.

Our first activity was the zip wire.  It 
was really fun.  The leaders got a go too.  
When everybody had been we went to 
the tunnel trail.  It was really muddy and 
wet.  We had to keep together but at the 
end some of us got lost.  After that we had 
our tea.  It was really yummy.

Then it was time for bed.  Erin again 
kept us up all night; it was so annoying!

Finally it was the next morning we 
had our breakfast and started our activity 
which was Aeroball; it was split into four 
sections.  There were lots of different 
games to play; one of the games was 
bomb.

The next activity was abseiling.  Most 
people got a wedgie but I didn’t.  At first 
it was really hard but then I got used to it.  

Brownies are fun 
by Lauren-Hope 

Chadwick aged 10
Our topic is Russell, Brussels and 

squeak and we’ve done: Snail racing, 
Planting and much more...  My favourite 
was snail racing because we had so 
much fun but in the end we lost but 
still I was happy for the others.

I love BROWNIES

Snail racing, Planting and so much more...

Note from 
Barney owl

Our last day at PGL was packed 
with four exciting activities and 
although the girls ran out of energy 
writing this report they certainly 
didn’t run out of energy on the 
day. They tackled each and every 
challenge with enthusiasm and 
excitement. It was a pleasure to 
accompany them.

Jacob’s ladder

In the end it turned out to be really fun.
 Erin Parker

Written by Emelia Belardo and 
Jessica Hemming aged 9

Crate
jumping

Erin Parker

Struggling with 
Jacob’s ladder



Finstock 
cattery

Proprietors Julie & John Stoney

*LUXURY BOARDING

*SPACIOUS HEATED PENS

*PERSONAL CARE

*INSPECTION INVITED

8 Wards Lane, Finstock, Oxon OX7 3BP

Tel: 01993 868413

finstockcattery@aol.com

crockFord Builders
35 School Rd, Finstock, 

Oxon OX7 3DN

EST 1973
New builds, Extensions, 

Renovations,
Dry or mortar stone walling,

Groundwork, Hard landscaping,
Natural stone slate specialists,

Re-roofing,
General Maintenance.

All building work undertaken 
Domestic & Commercial

Call William on
01993 868617 OR 07817248329
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WOODPECKER PRE-SCHOOL

This, the last term of this school year, 
is very nearly over.  It is a busy term 
with our older children getting ready to 
leave us and start their primary school 
education.  For the ones that are going 
to Finstock School this means daily 
transition experiences via visiting Finstock 
School to join in with mid-morning break 
or activities with their new class and/or 
having lunch in the BIG hall.  For those 
that are leaving for other pre-schools this 
also means visits to their new settings.

In June we enjoyed sports day, and 
after it having to be postponed due to rain, 
the event took place during ideal weather 
conditions.  The children all competed 
with great attitudes, congratulating the 
winners, as did the parents and carers.

We also had a very unexpected 
visitor in June: a bat.  ‘Batty’ was there 
one Wednesday morning, just hanging 
in the alcove of our back door.  We 
were very concerned when it was still 
there the following morning so we got in 
touch with the bat conservationists for 
Oxfordshire.  The lady who came out 

was amazed at the size of the bat and 
thought that it might be a seratine bat.  
She carefully contained Batty in a small 
bag and took it away to be assessed.  The 
following week she got back in touch 
and Batty was not a seratine bat but an 
Egyptian Fruit Bat, which had obviously 
escaped from some form of captivity as 
she would have had to have a food source 
provided.  Yes, she was a female and has 
been named Rosetta after the Latin for 
her name (Rousettus aegyptiacus).  She 
is now residing at the home of the bat 
keeper for the Cotswold Wildlife Park; 
apparently there is no room for her at the 
park, but the keeper has the environment 
she needs at home.  If her owner cannot 
be traced this is where she will stay; 
and the keeper says if this is the case he 
will re-home another Egyptian Fruit Bat 
from the Wildlife Park so that she has 
company.  She was perfectly fit and well 
when they took her in.  So a very happy 
ending.

In July we had an end of term trip 
to an old favourite, the Cotswold Farm 
Park, where we were able to get close 

Soldiers of Oxfordshire 
(SOFO) Museum

Open from Tuesday to Saturday 
10am-5pm and Sundays 2-5pm.  The 
Museum houses the collections from 
the Oxfordshire Yeomanry and the 
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light 
Infantry.  The new Museum sits in the 
grounds of the existing Oxfordshire 
Museum in Woodstock.  SOFO raised 
the money to build it, mainly from private 
donors.

The displays in the Galleries will 
be a fantastic resource for families, 
young children, school visits, life-long 
learners and the keen social and military 
researchers who want to learn more 
about how conflict has affected the 
county.

to a few animals and had a great trip on 
the tractor.  Not forgetting the adventure 
playground, this is always high on the 
children’s agendas.

On the very last day of term we had 
our leavers’ party where we said goodbye 
to thirteen of our children.  It was a 
happy and sad day: happy to see them 
all excited about the next part of their 
educational journey, but sad as we are 
going to miss them all VERY MUCH.  We 
wish them all great learning experiences 
and progress into becoming happy and 
fulfilled individuals.

Our opening hours are 8.45am to 
12 noon, Monday to Friday, and we 
are situated at Finstock School, School 
Road, Finstock.  For further information, 
or to organize a visit, please, contact 
Lesley Dore 07964-817165 or email 
woodpecker.pre@outlook.com.  (Please 
look on the ‘OFSTED’ website for 
details of our excellent recent report or 
telephone Lesley and ask for a copy.)

The Comedy of Errors
Open Air Shakespeare Thursday 

August 28th at 7pm on the Cogges Manor 
house lawn. Tickets: £12.50 / £8.50 U16 
from www.thefestivalplayers.co.uk or 
www.cogges.org.uk or from the welcome 
desk during opening hours. Bar and 
food available, not included in the ticket 
price. Bring low back chairs (some seating 
available, not reserved). Free parking on 
Cogges Hill Road.

www.thefestivalplayers.co.uk


Telephone : 01993 868540 / 01608 811484 
www.harrisandthompson.co.uk 

Harris & Thompson 
PAINTERS   AND   DECORATORS 

 

Harris & Thompson is the premier Painting and 
Decorating company based in the heart of the 
Cotswolds.  
We have a reputation for producing and delivering 
exciting and high quality workmanship. 
Whether its a small room or commercial Property 
or even a country home, Harris & Thompson Are 
first choice for all your decorating needs. 
We offer a 12 months guarantee on all our work. 
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NHS HEALTHWATCH OXFORDSHIRE

In January 2014, each house in 
England was sent a leaflet called “Better 
information means better care” from 
the NHS.  It will have come with junk 
mail, so you may not have noticed it.  
This tells you about the new system of 
information sharing in the NHS, which 
comes into place in 2014.  The name 
of this programme is “care.data”.  On 
a regular basis, information will be 
extracted from computer records in GP 
surgeries.  Similar information is already 
shared from hospitals, and this will be 
linked.  In this way the NHS will have 
more information about overall care of 
patients, which will help in planning the 
system.

What information 
will be shared?

Your name will not be shared, but the 
following information will be included, 
which may allow you to be identified 
indirectly:–
•	 Your NHS number and date of birth.
•	 Your postcode.
•	 Your gender and ethnicity.
•	 The medical diagnoses on your 

record, and any referrals.
•	 Your prescriptions.
•	 Your family history.
•	 Your vaccinations and screening tests 

(smears, etc.).
•	 Your blood test results.
•	 Your body mass index (BMI).
•	 Your smoking and alcohol habits.

How will information 
be shared?

The data will be sent electronically 

from the GP surgery’s computer system 
to the Health and Social Care Information 
Centre (HSCIC).  This will happen 
automatically each month so that it will 
always be up to date.

Following on from the release of our 
position statement, which you can find 
on our website, we felt it was important 
to enable the voices of local people to 
be heard by NHS England.  To enable 
this to happen we are hosting a public 
debate in early September.  The date is 
yet to be confirmed, however, further 
details will be sent out nearer the 
time.  In the meantime let us have your 
thoughts and views on the care.data 
programme by either calling us or leaving 
feedback on our website.  Healthwatch 
Oxfordshire, Jericho Farm, Worton, 
Witney, OX29 4SZ; Tel: 01865-520520.  
www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk.

Talking Health!
Do you have an opinion on health? 

Over the years we have received some 
valuable feedback from Talking Health 
members on various changes to health 
services and proposals for strategies to 
shape our work.  If you would like to 
become involved so that you can share 
your opinions of health services, sign 
up; visit bit.ly/OxonTalkingHealth, email 
cscsu.talkinghealth@nhs.net, or call Julia 
Stackhouse on 01865-334638.

News from the 
Cornbury Park Team

Wilderness is the award-winning 
festival celebrating the arts and outdoors 
which takes place in Cornbury Park from 
August 7th to 10th.  Further details at 
www.wildernessfestival.com.

Then on September 7th we welcome 
the Wychwood Forest Fair back to 
Cornbury Park.  The Forest Fair is a 
popular annual event celebrating the 
diversity and richness of both the natural 
world and the working and leisure 
activities of local people living within the 
bounds of the old Royal Hunting Forest 
of Wychwood.  The Forest Fair is a major 
fund-raising event which supports the 
local wildlife and landscape conservation 
work of the Wychwood Project.  It runs 
from 11am to 5pm with access via the 
Southill Entrance.  Further details at: 
www.wychwoodproject.org.

On Sunday September 14th we are 
hosting the Annual Finstock 10k and 
1m Fun Run.  The run is organized by 
Friends of Finstock School (FoFS) to raise 
funds for Finstock CE Primary School.  Full 
details are at: https://sites.google.com/site/
finstock10k/.

Then the Charlbury Street Fair 5k and 
10k runs and walk through Cornbury Park 
take place on Sunday September 21st.

September 26th-28th sees the ‘2nd 
Recon’, a strategic adventure race 
organised by HQrecon which takes place 
in ten zones set amongst the woodland 
of Cornbury Park.  There will be four 
races held over the weekend.  For further 
details and to register contact tribes@
HQrecon.com.

The permissive cycle route which 
follows the path connecting Southill to 
North Lodge is open from spring until 
October every year.  There is no public 
access to the deer park for cars, walkers, 
runners or cyclists, except during special 
events.

Finally, several of the allotments on 
Ward’s Lane are still available.  Anyone 
interested should contact Tony Crowther 
on 868834.

Follow us on Twitter @CornburyPark 
and at Facebook.com/CornburyPark, or 
get in touch by emailing us at estate@
cpark.co.uk, phoning on 01608-
811276, or signing up for alerts at www.
cornburypark.co.uk.

Shakespeare’s 450th anniversary!

www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk
www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk
bit.ly/OxonTalkingHealth
www.wychwoodproject.org
https://sites.google.com/site/finstock10k/
https://sites.google.com/site/finstock10k/
tribes@HQrecon.com
tribes@HQrecon.com
estate@cpark.co.uk
estate@cpark.co.uk
www.cornburypark.co.uk
www.cornburypark.co.uk


Hilltop Garden Centre, Witney Rd, Ramsden, Oxon, OX7 3AS  
Tel: 01993 868403  www.hilltopgc.co.uk
Open 9 - 5.30 Monday - Saturday, 10.30 - 4.30 Sunday. 
Our café closes half an hour before the garden centre.

hilltop garden centre
is a popular one-stop-shop for keen gardeners in Oxfordshire

With over 
2,500 products 
in our Crafts 
department

CRAFTS

Children can play on our 
outdoor Fort and wander 
around the nature trail

Relax in The Flower 
Pot Café, famous 
with locals for tasty 
breakfasts, lunches 
and home bakingTHe CAFé

CHildRen

YOu’ll Find uS  on the Witney Road between Charlbury and Witney.

extensive plant range, 
gardening products, 
inspirational home  
and gift ideas

PlAnTS

MARK BILLINGE
CHIMNEY SWEEP

For a clean and efficient service

 Tel.: 01367-243052
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MY SUMMER GARDEN

Hardy geraniums are really coming 
into their peak at this time of year; the 
pure blues of Jingling Johnny (Geranium 
pratense) are seen brightening up 
the road verges amongst the many 
grasses and white parsleys.  You can 
find a geranium variety to make ideal 

companions for 
a large number 
of  p la nt ings , 
whether you want 
a white garden, 
or one with reds 
and rich pinks of 
every hue.  The 

Kashmir blues and purples add a rich 
colour to any border, and I love the 
finely dissected foliage of each variety.  
Ann Folkard has lime-yellow leaves and 
strong purple flowers with black eyes, 
creating extra interest, scrambling 
between the hostas.  Rozanne, a 
geranium found in Somerset, has violet 
blue flowers with white centres, voted 
Winner of the RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show ‘Plant of the Centenary’.

Another favourite is Mrs Kendall 
Clarke, producing silvery lavender 
flowers with blue veins resembling the 
leaded patterns of mediaeval stained 
glass windows.  These are all very 
hardy perennials, need no protection 
and are so easy to grow; once planted 
they only need cutting back when the 
foliage has died down at the end of the 
year.  The bees love these flowers and 
the finches jump to get the seed.

Hydrangeas also provide interest 
from July to late autumn and need little 
attention.  The large mop heads with 
the range of blues and purple coloured 
flowers are present only when the soil 
is acid, but on our alkaline soils, they 
are pink or red.  In autumn the flower 
heads darken in colour and can be 
dried for flower arranging while the 
leaves take on a red tint.  The white 
varieties are not influenced by acidity.  
Lace caps have the flower head with 
an outer ring of large flowers and the 
centre full of small ones.  A super white 
one is Lanarth white.  A climbing one, H. 
petioloris, gives a good display on walls 
in light shade.  Another variety is the 
luxurious H. aspera “hot chocolate” 
which has velvety leaves with dark 
furry undersides, the stems are red and 
the flowers have an outer flower ring 
of a lavender colour with the inner of 
small pink ones.

The clematis are gorgeous this year.  
I prefer to grow these climbers through 
shrubs and trees to provide extra 

interest, such as 
in the Lilac tree, 
the yellow bells 
followed by the 
fluffy seed heads 
of C. tangutica 
and in the coral 
bark Acer, the red 

lily shaped flowers of C. gravetye beauty, 
which make a striking combination.

 Robert Bigwood

Climate friendly garden
Synthetic chemical pesticides 

require a lot of energy to manufacture, 
producing a signif icant amount 
of carbon dioxide in the process. 
To reduce your use of synthetic 
pest ic ides,  consider plant ing 
native plants. Native plants are 
low maintenance because they are 
adapted to local soils and climate, 
and are more resistant to native plant 
viruses, insects, and bacteria.

Speak out for the 
Countryside You Love
CPRE now has over 18,000 

signatures in support of our Charter 
to Save our Countryside.  Our 
Charter promotes the reuse of 
brownfield land before building on 
open countryside, giving people a fair 
say in planning for the places where 
they live and providing the housing 
we need but in the right places.  
Please could you sign the Charter?  
tinyurl.com/noe8mk3.

Visit www.lovetreeslovewood.
com to learn about Forest School 
bringing young people closer to the 
natural world.

Garden Birdwatch 
results for January-

March 2014
Topping the list of birds in our 

gardens is the Blackbird.  This is 
followed in order by Blue Tit, Robin, 
Woodpigeon, Dunnock, Great Tit, 
Chaffinch, Collard Dove, House 
Sparrow and Goldfinch.

Muck in
The Woodland is always seeking 

volunteers to help record seasonal 
wildlife; it helps us understand the 
effects of climate change on nature.  
You can do it on walks or even in 
your garden: search for ‘Nature’s 
Calendar’ at www.woodlandtrust.
org.uk.

www.lovetreeslovewood.com
www.lovetreeslovewood.com
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk

	p.1
	Editorial
	Finstock Ale 2014
	Finstock School

	p.2
	Good Companions
	North Leigh History Society
	15th Annual Wychwood Forest Fair
	Ladies, give us your support!
	Share a lift to Charlbury Train Station
	Community First Responders 
	ChoC Films

	p.3
	Finstock Village Hall update
	The Well Hill project
	Village Music Day

	p.4
	Report from Cllr Rodney Rose, Oxfordshire County Council
	D-Day 70th anniversary
	WOOF

	p.5
	Waiting for Godello
	Small Ads
	The Finstock Toddler Group
	Cotswold Line Cycle Route
	New Bus Service

	p.6
	Garden waste bin spot checks
	Buglife’s Manifesto for Pollinators
	One in three mouthfuls of our food depends on insect pollination
	New Oxfordshire Mammal Group!
	Botanical Society of Britain & Ireland
	Eating Habits Must Change to Protect People and Planet

	p.7
	The Shop
	FoFS - Friends of Finstock School
	Our Post Office Service
	Centenary of Dylan Thomas’ birth

	p.8
	A Summer of Fundraising
	Stay safe this summer
	The Electoral registration system is changing
	Solar Farm Update

	p.9
	Finstock Brownies report on the summer term
	Note from Barney owl

	p.10
	Woodpecker Pre-school
	The Comedy of Errors
	Soldiers of Oxfordshire (SOFO) Museum

	p.11
	NHS Healthwatch Oxfordshire
	What information will be shared?
	Talking Health!

	News from the Cornbury Park Team

	p.12
	My summer garden
	Climate friendly garden
	Speak out for the Countryside You Love
	Garden Birdwatch results for January-March 2014
	Muck in

	Advertisers
	Royal Oak
	N.Randell
	Pellmans
	Town & Country Trees
	Paw Pals
	Niocola Morgan
	Shaun Gard
	White Horse
	Richard Buck
	Eynsham Hall
	Plough Inn
	Andrew Adams
	Grimebusters
	Eynsham Hall Health
	Finstock Cattery
	Crockford Builders
	Harris & Thompson
	Hilltop Garden Centre
	Mark Billinge


