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We welcome an article from our new MP, Robert Courts. We have reports about the annual School and Village 
Fete and the popular Finstock Village Music. The problem of dog waste is again an issue that must be discussed 
and acted upon by all of us. The Wychwood Project will be reporting in all future issues on the Countryside 
Conservation page. Enjoy Robert’s praise of Spring on page 12.

Our MP, rObert COurts

I am thrilled to be writing the first of what I hope will be 
many articles for the Finstock News� Since being elected as 
your MP, it has been a whirlwind few months, but I have 
now fully settled in at Westminster and have been active in 
issues important to the constituency from the very beginning�

Westminster is a constant hub of activity� Being elected in 
the middle of the current Parliament, the period for settling 
in was short� What most people do not realise is that when 
you are elected, you do really start from scratch, having 
to set up desks and computers alongside your work in the 
Commons and the constituency�

I have now assembled a fantastic team around me and 
have an efficient Parliamentary operation� A typical week for 

me is now dominated by business in the Commons, with votes 
and committees, in addition to my primary concern: helping 
and responding to constituents� I then travel back to West 
Oxfordshire at the end of each week for my constituency 
day on Fridays, which can include anything from getting to 
know small business owners, visiting schools and meeting 
local organisations and charities� Of course, I always hold my 
weekly surgery, where I meet with constituents to discuss 
their specific concerns� At the weekend, I am active knocking 
on doors and listening to residents, and also enjoying the 
opportunity to visit and attend services at many churches in 
the constituency, introducing myself as the new MP�

In the New Year, I launched my tour of West Oxfordshire 
Town and Parish Councils, which gives me a fantastic 
opportunity to discuss the specific issues which are important 
to each community and how, as the MP, I might be able 
to help� I have many more already in the diary and I look 
forward to meeting with Finstock in due course�

Any readers who wish to contact me as their MP are very 
welcome, either by email at robert�courts�mp@parliament�
uk or by post at House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA� I 
would like to update as many residents as possible with the 
work I am carrying out on their behalf, both in Westminster 
and the constituency, and I encourage readers to sign up 
to my regular newsletter through www�robertcourts�co�uk�

Robert Courts, MP

FINstOCK VILLAGe MusIC
Building on the article that Tony Cooper wrote for the last edition of Finstock News, we now want to spread the word 

about the forthcoming Finstock Village Music event, that will take place on the Friday and Saturday May 26th – 27th�
This will be the fifth year that the event has taken place and as many readers will be aware, each year centres around a 

core theme – for example the Pipe and Tabor tradition; local history in song; local shepherding and the wool industry� For 
this year we are focusing on Artisan skills and crafts on Saturday, after starting the weekend with a Local History Society 
event in the Village Hall on Friday evening�

Final plans are still being settled as I write, but so far one activity is confirmed� On Friday evening there is a presentation 
about the extraordinary collections of Percy Manning, the antiquary and folklorist, described as “the man who collected 
Oxfordshire”� This year marks the centenary of his death and we’re delighted to have Michael Heaney, the curator of the 
Bodleian Library in Oxford, coming to talk at this event� (cont� pg 6)

RA Courts Maiden Speech in House of Commons

Mt.Skippett
mailto:robert.courts.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:robert.courts.mp@parliament.uk
www.robertcourts.co.uk
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April
2nd Stonesfield nearly new sale
5th Toddler Easter Egg party
21st Local History – Grim’s Ditch
May
4th County Council elections
5th FoFS Quiz Night
5th-7th Persian and Oriental carpet sale
13th Spring Fair
14th Bridewell Open Garden
20th Charity Bingo for Epilepsy
26th Local History – Percy Manning
26th/27th Finstock Village Music
28th Ramsden Gardens Open

Persian and Oriental Carpet sale, 
Finstock Village Hall� Friday May 5th 
to Sunday May 7th, 10am to 4pm 
each day� Part Exchange accepted� 
Hand made rugs restoration and repair 
available�

Charity Bingo for Epilepsy Society 
at Finstock Village Hall� Saturday May 
20th, 7pm start� Please come along to 
our Bingo Night to raise money for the 
Epilepsy Society in memory of Charlie 
Comber� The price is £10 for a book of 
10 sheets� Cash prizes, PLUS raffle and 
cake stall� Please book in advance� Call 
Caroline on 868430 to book your place�

Finstock Local 
History society

Friday April 21st - Grim’s Ditch 
with Vaughan Abigail� Situated on the 
eastern dip-slope of the Cotswolds 
and centred on the lower Evenlode 
valley, Grim’s Ditch is a discontinuous 
prehistoric earthwork system which 
measured, at its maximum, some 28 km 
in length and partially enclosed an area 
of approximately 8000 ha (hectare), 
making it one of the most extensive 
such monuments in England – and it is 
literally on Finstock’s doorstep!

Friday May 26th - Percy Manning’s 
explorations in Finstock and it s 
neighbourhood to complement 
Finstock Village Music, our traditional 
music festival� Mike Heaney of Eynsham 
Morris fame will be talking about Percy 
Manning, an antiquarian collector and 
folklorist from Oxford who amongst 
many other things ‘collected’ the set of 
Finstock Morris bells that are now in the 
Pitt Rivers museum� This was in 1895 
and he was part of the Morris revival 
of that time�

Friday June 16th - Forgotten 
Highways with Society members� This 
will be a report of the work done to 
uncover the ‘lost’ paths and highways 
in and around the village and a walk to 
see where they ran�

Meetings are at 8pm in the Village 
Hall, admission £2�50, members free; 
yearly subscription rate: single £15, 
couple £20�

Ladies, give us 
your support!

Give all your unwanted old bras a 
new lease of life and help raise money 
for breast cancer research� Bring them 
to Joy Murphy at 63 High Street� Against 
Breast Cancer will receive a donation 
based on the weight of bras we collect, 
so every bra counts!

North Leigh 
History society

April 4th: Witney Blanket Hall 
and the Cotswold Wool Trade - talk 
by Richard Martin

May 2nd: Recent Archaeology 
in Silchester - talk by Rev Margaret 
Dixon

Meetings take place in at 7.30pm 
in the Turner Hall, Church Road, 
North Leigh OX29 6TX. All welcome. 
Visitors £4, Members free. Further 
details from Diana Power 882301.

stonesfield Nearly 
New sale

Planning a boot sale but never 
getting round to it? Do you have lots 
of unused toys and baby equipment 
cluttering up your home? If so, 
Friends of Stonesfield School and 
Stonesfield Preschool are organising 
a nearly new sale to be held in 
Stonesfield School hall between 
1pm and 3pm on Sunday April 2nd. 
Contact Jo Pinney or Rachel Aldred 
for a £5 registration pack, drop your 
items to us on the morning and we 
will try to sell your goods for you and 
share the profits you make. 

For your reg ist rat ion pack 
email Jopinney@icloud.com or  
rach_aldred@hotmail.co.uk.

ChOC Films
Sunday April 9th at 7.30pm: La 

Famille Bélier.
Saturday April 29th at 7.30pm: 

Musicians of the Dreaming Spires
Sunday May 14th at 7.30pm: A 

Street Cat Named Bob.
All films shown at Charlbury 

Memorial Hall. Visit the Charlbury 
website for full details. (www.
charlbury.info)

	 0	 .	 VILLAGe eVeNts 	 0	 .

spring Fair

Saturday May 13th 2-4pm
Finstock Village Hall, 

Free Entry

There will be a Mega Book 
Bonanza, White Elephant Stall, 
Cakes and Teas, Raffle, Plants (a 
good selection, but not as many 
as in the past) and Children’s 
Lucky Dip� Do come as there will 
be plenty of things to buy and 
time for a chat over refreshments� 
All contributions to the stalls 
will be very much appreciated� 
Please label any plants you 
donate� 

Contacts: 
Elizabeth    868203
Kirsten       868634 
Jill              868994 
Ruth          868059

mailto:Jopinney@icloud.com
mailto:rach_aldred@hotmail.co.uk
www.charlbury.info
www.charlbury.info
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A safer village without dog poo
“It’s vile and completely unnecessary to leave your dog’s faeces for others 

to step in!”
I walked up the path 

that runs alongside the Pre-
school this morning and 
must have passed about 
20 piles of dog excrement! 

This happens despite all the signage and 
information about toxocariasis risk to young 

children�
Dog excrement is a particular health 

risk for young children� Contact with dog 
faeces exposes children to toxocariasis, 
which, as well as making a child extremely 
ill, can cause permanent blindness!  
tinyurl�com/mpfqy6g

Drew Kamphuis - firstforsafety@live.co.uk

Dog Fouling – Parish Council reports
There has been increasing concern 

expressed over the amount of dog 
mess in the village, most particularly 
in the path leading to the playing field 
next to the School� (See comments 
from Drew above)� This is a disgrace 
and an indictment on a small number 
of people behaving very irresponsibly�

The PC consulted the Environmental 
Enforcement officers for advice� It is 
clear that the best way to root out this 
problem is for anyone witnessing dog 
fouling to report it to the authorities 
by emailing ERS@2020partnership�
UK� The reports will be treated in 
confidence� They should identify 
the owner, the dog, the place and 
time� It is in all our interests to take 
responsibility and speak out� Anyone 
found to be allowing their dog to foul 
without clearing up will be liable to a 
fine ranging from £50 to £1000�

We also plan to clear the foliage on 
the path to make the path wider and 
involve the School in an awareness 
campaign� Our children can be powerful 
advocates and help by erecting posters, 

etc� We need an on-going campaign 
with everyone who cares about the 
quality of life in the village to play 
an active role� Most dog owners are 
responsible; a minority are not and 
must change their behaviour�

On a more pleasant note, the Parish 
Council would like to recognise the 
sterling work that the many volunteers 
at the Shop did while Karen was 
recovering from her operation� We 
all value the shop and are indebted 
to all who ensured that the shop was 
open and stocked as much as possible 
during this time� Karen returns to work 
on April 3rd�

Finally, the PC has decided to oppose 
the Unitary Council proposals from the 
County Council� We have reviewed the 
cases put forward and have concluded 
that the District Council proposal has 
greater merit both in financial terms and 
in maintaining a focus on the unique 
needs of this rural area� We believe a 
‘super’ council covering the whole of 
Oxfordshire would be out of touch with 
us here in Finstock� We have written to 

this effect in the consultation process�
Finally, the Village questionnaire 

responses are now being analysed 
and later in the year the PC will hold a 
public meeting to present the findings� 
The prize draw was won by Matthew 
Langham and Ellen Hurst who win a 
£10 voucher to spend in the Village 
Shop� 

Hywel Davies on behalf of Finstock PC

the Village Hall 
one year on

It seems incredible that our Village 
Hall opened twelve months ago� So 
much has happened in that time 
as the Trustees of the Charity fulfil 
their legal requirement to provide 
and maintain a Village Hall for 
Finstock and its neighbourhood� 
Our wonderful local community 
suppor ted the fundraising so 
generously we were determined not 
to raise hire fees to enable as many 
as possible to experience the facility� 
Our annual report to the Charity 
Commission reflected an increase in 
footfall of 136% and a 98% increase 
in different users�

We offered free hall hire for six 
months to enable new groups, clubs 
or activities to establish themselves 
and I am delighted that almost all 
have thrived� Craft Club, Darts, and 
Short Mat Bowls have all doubled 
their hire-time; junior and senior 
table tennis is so well attended there 
are now four tables and a table-
tennis robot; there is an established 
dance school that has just extended 
its hours; we have both Yoga and 
Pilates, and Salt Box Music for 
toddlers� There are regular folk 
nights and other events, and also our 
long established Guides, Baby and 
Toddler Group, the Parish Council 
and Local History Society who all 
now enjoy a warm environment� 
Both young and old have enjoyed 
private parties and other social 
events�

Financially we are now in a sound 
position� We no longer rely on an 
annual grant from the Parish Council, 
and have a firm blueprint for the 
future�

Shaun Morley 
Chair of Trustees

http://
mailto:firstforsafety@live.co.uk
mailto:ERS%402020partnership.UK?subject=
mailto:ERS%402020partnership.UK?subject=
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The ediTorial CommiTTee
Sean Connolly 868561 Proofing
Nicky Higgins 868425 Proofing
Tony Hirtenstein 868600 Proofing
Joy Murphy 868575 Editor
Joy.nick@gmail.com
Ann Sullivan 868597 Advertising
Barbara Wells 868776 Distribution

Photographs thanks to staff members and others.

Read the Finstock News online at www.finstock.
org.uk; join the Finstock Yahoo group – groups.
yahoo.com/group/finstock; or write to us at 63 
High Street, Finstock Oxon OX7 3DA.

Plan ahead – Know the deadlines
Issue Deadline
Feb/Mar First of January
April/May First of March
June/July First of May
August/September First of July
October/November First of September
December/January First of November
Please keep articles short�  As space is limited, the 
Editors reserve the right to shorten long pieces in the 
interest of balance� Finstock News does not necessarily 
share the views expressed in readers’ letters�

Dear editor:
I learn from a neighbour that 

the houses overlooking a proposed 
development in the middle of an Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty, and 
coincidentally also in a Conservation 
Area are “not entitled to a view�”

This approach has many implications� 
It must mean that when the value of our 
investments goes down by 15 percent 
owing to a madcap ‘decision’, or when 
we suffer from air pollution in a city 
that takes no measure to clean the 
atmosphere, the same must follow� Let’s 
make it a hash tag! 

#NOTENTITLEDTOAVIEW.

Liz Leffman reports
I recently heard about possible changes which could threaten our local fetes 

and fund raisers� New procedures have been suggested to the way in which the 
Food Standards Agency (FSA) monitors food producers�

At the moment, if you want to sell homemade cakes or jams at a village fete, 
a coffee morning or a similar event, you can do so without having to register, or 
have your kitchen inspected for hygiene� But it has been suggested that in future 
anyone selling or giving food to the public, including private individuals, could be 
required to attend a course on food handling and pay to be licensed� They would 
also have to have their kitchen inspected regularly, possibly twice a year, and it 
has been suggested that the cost of each inspection could be as much as £300�

Bob Salmon, who runs an organisation called Food Solutions, sits on this FSA 
panel� He told me that he was the only member that spoke up about this, as 
most other members are from large corporations�

I hope that we can persuade the Food Standards Agency to think again, before 
our rural way of life is irreversibly harmed�

Cllr. Liz Leffman

Food regulation post BREXIT will not be governed by Europe� The Regulating 
Our Future initiative set up by the FSA is planning for this� Food Solutions is a 
member of this group� Food Solutions, who represent the interests of small and 
micro food businesses, has been appointed to the Expert Advisory Panel to shape 
how the UK food safety regulation and enforcement system will work�

The suggestion has been made that anyone serving food or drinks whether 
for profit or not should be appropriately qualified, should be licensed by the FSA 
and the subject of inspections� The process of licensing and inspection could 
incur charges�

They ran a questionnaire regarding the possibility of changes to the current 
law, which will be passed on to the Agency� The majority response shows that 
99�2 percent are against charges for inspections and 92�7 percent think people 
should have some sort of qualification�

Bob Salmon
Food Solutions

Wilderness Festival 2017
August 3rd through 6th
We are proud to be working with Festival Spirit for the third year; they are 

a superb charity providing the full festival experience to those who would 
not normally be able to enjoy one due to life-limiting illness or disability�  
www�wildernessfestival�com/�

Action Fraud
National Fraud and Cyber Crime 

Reporting Centre

0300 123 2040
www�actionfraud�police�uk

ActionFraud is the UK’s national 
fraud and cyber crime reporting centre� 
We provide a central point of contact 
for information about fraud and cyber 
crime�

Joy.nick@gmail.com
www.finstock.org.uk
www.finstock.org.uk
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
www.wildernessfestival.com
www.actionfraud.police.uk
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SMALL ADS
(All numbers start with 01993 unless otherwise stated)

Hairdressing in your home
Thirty-plus years’ experience
Women, men or children – 

The whole family.  Reasonable rates.
Contact: Alison Pritchard,

Tel: 01608-810533

PJR - Gas Safe registered heating,
Gas and plumbing engineer.

Installation, service and repairs.
Mobile: 07515 733398; 

Tel: 881069; 
Email: rj_pimm@hotmail.com

Use the Village Hall for your next 
event. Contact villagehallfinstock@

gmail.com or 868020.
Line ads are charged at 

20p per word, payment in 
advance.  Please contact: 
Ann Sullivan on 868597.

County Councillor’s report
We are now moving at a real pace towards the County Council Elections on 

May 4th, but the workload seems to be increasing by the second� The Budget 
was decided on February 14th� An increase of 4�99 percent, with 3 percent going 
into elderly care being the order of the day�

The Unitary Debate is still with us and is gaining more and more support 
across the County, to the point where a submission to the Secretary of State 
for Communities and Local Government is getting closer, with more and more 
partners in Health and Local Government accepting the proposition – the 
Secretary of State being the decision maker�

Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue is once again being threatened with take-over by 
the Police and Crime Commissioner� As a vital part of the County Council, for 
which I am portfolio holder, Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue goes way beyond just 
putting out fires� Its value to elderly care, road and cycle safety, Trading Standards, 
emergency planning, flood prevention and recovery, etc�, is beyond value� I do 
hope we will all fight to keep it exactly where it is, and under local accountability�

Lastly, on a local issue, parking at our stations is getting tighter and tighter� To 
park for a later train than the 07�31 from Charlbury to Oxford or London is a risky 
bet� I am working with GWR to hopefully improve parking at both Charlbury 
and Hanborough, for there is nothing worse than not getting a parking space, 
missing a train, and being left with no real alternative to get to London or other 
meetings� An increase at Charlbury of an extra 270 spaces is being discussed by 
GWR and myself, which I hope will gain support locally�

Cllr Rodney Rose
rodney.rose@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Painting, Decorating 
Curtain & Blind fitting

Local & Reliable Tradesman  
House & Home Services

INTERIOR DECORATING HOME

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

PERIOD PROPERTY EXPERIENCE 

FULLY INSURED

Email: buck@elbiehouse.freeserve.co.uk

Richard Buck

Elbie House, East End

Tel:   01993 880166
Mob: 07791 046583

Below average people talk about people.

Average people talk about things.

Above average people talk about ideas.

Benjamin Franklin

Charlbury Station train parking 
proposal would see an additional deck 
over the lower level car park provide 
112 new car spaces� An additional 174 
car spaces would also be provided by 
a ground-level extension�

Money, money, money
The new “high-tech” twelve-sided 

£1 coins were put into circulation at 
the end of March� The old £1 coins will 
be become worthless by October this 
year� Do you love the new plastic £5 
notes? Then you can look forward to 
the introduction of a plastic £10 note 
in September this year and the £20 
note featuring JMW Turner by 2020� 
Remember to use your old £5 notes 
before Friday May 5th�

rj_pimm@hotmail.com
villagehallfinstock@gmail.com
villagehallfinstock@gmail.com
mailto:rodney.rose@oxfordshire.gov.uk
buck@elbiehouse.freeserve.co.uk


COuNtrysIDe CONserVAtION
Everything has its beauty, but not everyone sees it.    Confucius

Wychwood Project – spring update
Finstock lies at the heart of what was known as the Royal Forest of Wychwood, 

once a hunting ground for monarchs� This area, stretching from Burford east 
past Witney to Woodstock and north to Chipping Norton is rich in its variety of 
landscapes, habitats and wildlife� As spring arrives, bumblebees will be out and 
about seeking nectar from spring flowers like crocuses, dog-violets or cowslips� 
Look out for new leaves on hedgerow hawthorn, while ash and wild cherry will 
soon be coming into bloom� Frogs and toads become active in our ponds, streams 
and rivers – look for frogspawn – while chiffchaffs are an early migrant re-joining 
our native birds as they begin to nest�

The Wychwood Project is a registered charity that works with local communities 
and other partners to conserve and restore the natural environment within this 
120 square mile area� The Wychwood Project’s tree planting continues through 
the spring� All in all we will have planted over 1,500 trees since December in 
Ascott-under-Wychwood; Asthall Leigh; Charlbury; Long Hanborough; Milton-
under-Wychwood; Pudlicote and Witney�

Our recent conservation work also includes managing fish stocks 
in the Woodstock water-meadows; coppicing trees near Charlbury; 
feeding overwintering farmland birds; building drystone walls and 
hedge-laying to improve the habitat for wildlife� This work relies on 
the great efforts of our volunteers� Why not join one of our FREE 
activities this spring?

Throughout 2017 on the 1st Sunday and 3rd Thursday of every month there 
will be a variety of FREE outdoor volunteering opportunities� Boots, gloves and 
suitable clothes are all you need – we provide the tools and any training� Sessions 
run 9:30am – 3pm, or just come along for the morning if you prefer�

You can find out more at: www�wychwoodproject�org/volunteer
Tel: 01865 815423; email: wychwood@oxfordshire�gov�uk

 Sharon Williams, Project Director

Chilterns Walking 
Festival

The first Chilterns Walking Festival 
will run from May 15th – 29th and 
will include guided walks and events, 
cherished seasonal highlights like 
woodland bluebell trails, and new 
themed walks including Chilterns 
food and drink, Iron Age Hillforts and 
popular culture such as Midsomer 
Murders filmed locations� https://
tinyurl�com/zr3qsva (Wild Oxfordshire)

bridewell Gardens 
– Open Afternoon

The Walled Garden and Vineyard 
at Wilcote (OX7 3DT) will be open 
on Sunday May 14th from 2pm to 
5pm� Admission £3�50, children 
free� Refreshments, plants, Bridewell 
produce, products and our own organic 
wine will be for sale� For further 
information please call 864530 or go 
to www�bridewellgardens�co�uk�

West Oxon

Handyman & Home 
Improvement Services

Electrical / Plumbing / Flooring / 
Decorating / Tiling / Woodwork

Flat pack furniture / Bathroom & 
kitchen installation

Quality finish Fully insured

No job too small All jobs considered

For a free quote call 01993-
868725 or 07717-878323
Email: nathan_randell@hotmail.com

Finstock Village Music (cont from pg 1)
Saturday will begin with a family 

picnic on Well Hill by the Village 
Bower, starting at 1pm� This will be 
accompanied by music and song 
from local musicians “busking in the 
Bower”, as well as an opportunity to 
try your hand (or your children’s) at 
Maypole Dancing� Oxford Fiddle Group 
members, and others, will also be doing 
spots during the afternoon� There will 
be a range of craft-like activities for 
children to get involved with, together 
with various refreshments and some 

food, should you run out! The Village 
Hall Bar will be on hand to quench 
your thirst throughout the afternoon 
and evening�

Depending on the weather, we plan 
displays and interactive demonstrations 
of stone walling, stonemasonry, willow 
work and blacksmithing across the Well 
Hill and Village Hall site�

At 4�15pm there will be a grand 
procession down to the Plough Inn, 
where assembled Morris sides will 

entertain with dance and song until the 
early evening� From 8pm, the Finstock 
Festival Band will take the lead for a 
Ceilidh to dance out the evening back 
at the Village Hall�

We’re very lucky in Finstock to be 
surrounded by so much musical and 
artisan talent – come out and join in 
at some stage and in some way over 
the Friday and Saturday – there really 
is something for ALL ages�

Pete Welply

8 billion number of aluminium 
drinks cans the UK gets through 

every year
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sherry’s secret Cousin
“Your little copita... fills and empties with a paler wine, a cooler wine, a more druggingly delicious wine than you have 

ever tasted.” 
Hugh Johnson (tasting Sherry)

Stick a pin in the centre of a map of Andalucía and you 
might well find Montilla-Moriles, located in the heart of 
southern Spain, with Seville to the west and Granada to the 
east� This is a wine region 112 miles from Jerez founded solely 
on one highly versatile grape variety which has flourished 
here for centuries�

The quote above is about Sherry and the similarities 
beween the two are striking, despite the irritation of the 
fiercely independent Montilla winemakers�

The traditional grape of Montilla is Pedro Ximenez� It is 
used to make a range of wines similar to Sherry varietals such 
as Fino, Amontillado and Oloroso� Sherry appropriated the 
name Amontillado ‘in the style of Montilla’ early on, and 
probably also copied the other varietal names�

The key difference between Jerez wines and Montilla is 

the alcoholic potency� Sherry is made from the Palomino 
grape and fortified by the addition of extra alcohol, whereas 
Montilla achieves its own high levels of alcohol (15% plus) 
from the intense summer temperatures in the hottest wine 
region in Spain�

To my mind the chief glory of Montilla is the almost black, 
syrupy and gorgeous Pedro Ximenez Oloroso which is made 
from grapes dried before being pressed� It is a game-changer 
– something to offer those who ‘don’t like Sherry’ perhaps?

I took some round to a friend, not a Sherry lover, and 
poured him a glass� “What will we do with the rest?” he 
asked� I ignored him and he took a sip� This prompted a 
familiar bellowed oath, which I think indicated enjoyment� 
There was none left over�

Osiris

spring updates from 
Finstock baby and 

toddler Group
We have been busy at Toddler 

group over the last couple of months 
with our seasonal themed sessions� 
We have made bird feeders, painted 
Chinese New Year dragons and 
lanterns, decorated snowflakes and 
made Valentine’s Day cards� We will 
also have daffodil crafts for St David’s 
day and we will be doing a variety of 
activities to raise money for Comic 
Relief and taking part in the Hungry 
Caterpillar Giant Wiggle for Action for 
Children!

As we head towards Easter we will 
finish the term with an Easter themed 
party (as is our tradition) with plenty of 
yummy treats for the kids and adults, 
games and of course an egg hunt� Come 
along on Wednesday April 5th to join 
in the fun!

We meet  f rom 10am ever y 
Wednesday morning (term-time) and 
have plenty on offer for all that come 
along: toys and activities for babies 
and toddlers and a snack to keep them 
going, plus cake, hot drinks and chat 
for the adults!

If you haven’t tried us out yet, come 
along for a free first session! You can 
keep up-to-date with what we are doing 
on Facebook, or our weekly emails – 
contact us on finstocktoddlergroup@
gmail�com and we can add you to the 
list� We look forward to seeing you 
there�

Helen Fallows

Young people have the 
chance to win £10,000 in a 
competition to come up with 
ideas on how to use satellite data 
to improve life on Earth� 

The SatelLife Challenge, run 
by the UK Space Agency, is 
looking for inspirational ideas 
from those aged 11 to 22, linking 
satellite and space data and 
its application to everyday life� 
https://tinyurl�com/jfq6mkb�

Finstock Girlguiding
All sections meet on Wednesdays

Rainbows -  for girls aged between  
5 and 7 years, from 
4.45pm until 5.45pm.

Brownies -  for girls aged between  
7 and 10 years, from 6pm 
until 7.30pm.

Guides -  for girls aged between  
10 and 14 years, from 
6pm until 7.30pm.

(Please note - new time)
Contact: Amy Fox - ajb5@btinternet.

com Tel: 07495 064634
We never turn anybody away.
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FINstOCK sCHOOL
At last it seems as if spring is on 

its way! We even have our very own 
dove nesting in the gazebo, which 
the children are watching keenly to 
see when its eggs will hatch� The 
engagement with our local environment 
and the way that we encourage outdoor 
learning is a real strength for Finstock 
School, and I am very proud that this 
has been recognised by the awarding 
of the ‘Learning Outside the Classroom 
Bronze Award’ – the first school in 
Oxfordshire to gain this award!

I mentioned in the last newsletter 
that our theme this term would be The 
Jungle Book, and this is in full swing� 
The children have all really enjoyed 
learning the story and working in more 
depth on the different characters� 
During World Book Day the children 
were invited to dress up as ‘Jungle 
Characters’, and we had a WILD range 
of animals in school that day�

Each class has used the book to base 
their learning on in a different way� The 
following is a sample of the different 
learning taking place: in Cherry Class 
(Nursery and Reception) the children 
have been learning about the animals 
and the jungle creating their very own 
jungle in their role play area; in Oak 
Class (Years 1 and 2) they have been 
making symmetrical tiger faces and art 
projects based around Rousseau’s Tiger 
in a Tropical Storm; the children in 
Beech Class (Years 3 and 4) have been 
writing their own play scripts based on 
the story and learning Indian dancing; 
in Cedar Class (Years 5 and 6) they have 
been learning about the ecology of a 
rainforest, including the threats from 
deforestation�

There has been a very small amount 
of ‘deforestation’ in our own school 
grounds, as we have had a tree and 
some shrubbery removed as part of 
a development project� The work 
was done by a group of students 
and teachers from the Abingdon and 
Witney Community College, who will 
be working with us on the project� The 
children were very excited to watch 
them at work, although it did prompt 
the question, “How many people does 
it take to remove a tree?”

Another example of the school 
forging links with the local community 

is a further project we are working 
on with HorseHeard, a registered 
charity working with horses to promote 
positive emotional health and resilience 
outcomes for children, young people 
and adults in need� We are hoping 
to fund places for 12 of our pupils 
to attend sessions locally, with the 
organisation itself already agreeing to 
cover half of the costs� My thanks go 
to John Hook, who committed the 
donations from February’s Ramsden 
Soup Lunch, and to Roz Danks who 
is working with us on the project� We 
still need to raise a further £985, so if 
you would be interested in donating 
or know of any funding channels we 
could investigate, please do contact 
me� Further information can be found 
on the website - horseheard�com�

As a final reminder, I encourage 
any parents of children who may be 
interested in enrolling their child in our 
Early Years Unit to contact the school� 
We maintain a list of all interested 
families (however young the child is) 
and this helps us with budgeting and 
planning for our provision�

Sue Dawe
Headteacher

Easter Holiday 
April 10th to 21st 
Summer Term  

April 24th July 21st 
Summer Half Term Holiday 

May 29th to June 2nd

GlobalXplorer° project
GlobalXplorer° is an online platform 

that uses the power of the crowd 
to analyse the incredible wealth of 
satellite images currently available to 
archaeologists� Launched by 2016 TED 
Prize winner and National Geographic 
Fellow, Dr Sarah Parcak, as her “wish 
for the world,” GlobalXplorer° aims to 
bring the wonder of archaeological 
discovery to all and to help us better 
understand our connection to the past� 
www�globalxplorer�org/about�

Village Hall yoga 
and Pilates

Every Monday at 9�30am Align to 
Walk with Bodyspace Pilates� Weekly 
classes on Mondays 9�30-11�30� This 
is a 2 hour session; 1 hour of Pilates 
and Restorative Exercise followed by 
1 hour of walking locally� Beginners 
welcome� Booking essential� Contact 
Hayley Crockford bodyspacepilates@
gmail�com� For further information see 
www�bodyspacepilates�co�uk�

Every Thursday at 9�30am Yoga with 
Pure Relaxation� Instructor Mandy 
welcomes those of all abilities, including 
beginners� Contact Mandy on Tel: 
07990 513121 or purerelaxationuk@
yahoo�co�uk�

NICOLA MOrGAN DC MMCA
Registered Chiropractor – 

McTimoney Technique
Kimber Cottage, Holly Tree Cottages,
Woodstock Rd, Earls Lane,
Charlbury OX7 3ET Deddington OX15 0TQ

Tel: 07968-381335
I have almost 30 years’ experience in this 
gentle, effective manipulative therapy, which 
is suitable for many conditions and ages. I 
offer very flexible appointment times in two 
locations.
 See www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
Provider for BUPA, PPP, WPA and all major 
health insurance companies
Member of the General Council & Register 
for Chiropractors and the McTimoney 
Chiropractic Association.
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Nine out of every ten living  
things live in the ocean.
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Friends of Finstock 
school (FoFs)

As the school year gallops along 
and spring arrives, FoFS events and 
fundraising are at their busiest!

Just prior to the half-term holidays, 
we held our Valentine’s Disco which 
was, as ever, very popular with the 
children and raised £182 in profit! At 
the start of the new term we held our 
annual Chocolate Bingo Night and 
raised an amazing profit of £267�60� 
The children had fun with their families 
whilst raising funds for FoFS into the 
bargain�

A Ladies Pamper Night was held in 
the Village Hall on March 24th after this 
article was submitted� We hope that it 
was as successful as the one last year�

Our next event on May 5th is a Quiz 
Night starting at 7pm in the Village Hall� 
Tickets must be purchased in advance 
and include delicious food� A bar will 
also be available and we are looking for 
teams of up to six people� Please see 
posters displayed around the village 
or the Finstock website for full details 
(www�finstock�org�uk)� Everyone from 
the school, village and surrounding 
area are most welcome to join us, but 
please note that the quiz is aimed at 
an adult audience rather than families 
with children�

Our School Summer Fete will 
join forces with the Finstock Festival 
again this year on the afternoon of 
Saturday July 1st� Hopefully the 
sun will shine on us and we will see 
a big turn-out to enjoy a fantastic 
array of demonstrations, stalls and 
entertainments running alongside the 
Finstock Bake-Off and Fun Dog Show�

We always aim to respond to the 
needs of the school quickly so we had 
great pleasure in using funds raised 
from our Christmas Raffle to purchase 
much needed musical instruments for 
the use of all the children including 
six xylophones and a range of ‘Boom 
Whackers’ which sound amazing!

Thank you to all the school families 
and Finstock villagers for your support 
and help, which makes our events 
successful!

Rachel Mackenzie (FoFS Chairperson)
htcfinstock@gmail.com

Finstock shop  
and Post Office

I would like to personally say a big 
thank you to all the volunteers who put 
in extra time and effort at the shop in 
my absence� The Post Office was run 
by Joyce and Christine so both the shop 
and Post Office ran beautifully� The 
village and I owe a great debt of thanks 
to those who put in the extra hours 
and kept our shop open for business� 
Thank you also to all our supporters of 
the shop and for all your kind wishes 
whilst I was away�

Back to work! Easter is looming and 
we have our Easter Raffle in the shop� 
Spend £5 on shop goods, excluding 
newspapers, alcohol and tobacco, and 
you will receive a free raffle ticket�

The hot chocolate/tea /cof fee 
machine is very successful; don’t forget 
us when you have to wait for your 
children coming out of school as you 
could have a hot drink in your hand!

Please come into the shop and check 
out our wide range of products; you’ll 
be surprised at our competitive prices�

The Post Office is still going strong 
thanks to your continued custom� 
Remember that you can pay bills and 
take cash out from your bank account, 
as well as attending to your postal and 
currency needs�

Again, thank you all for your 
continuing support, whether it is 
volunteering in the shop or using it� Let’s 
make sure that our Three Villages Shop 
and Post Office continues to thrive for 
all villagers�

Karen Williams

Thank you to everyone helping 
those in need by contributing to our 
Food Bank box!

Shop opening hours
Weekdays 8am - 5:30pm
Saturday 8:30am - 1pm

Closed Sunday
Shop Tel: 869096

Post Office opening hours
Weekdays 9am - 1pm

Finstock table 
tennis Club

Finstock Village Hall
Junior and senior sessions are going 

well but we always welcome new (or 
old/new) members� If you haven’t yet 
been and fancy giving it a try please 
come along for either juniors or seniors 
or if you have any questions, please 
either turn up on a Tuesday or contact 
me: mikesimpkins1@gmail�com�

Juniors meet every Tuesday during 
term-time from 6�30pm - 8pm� Seniors 
meet every Tuesday during term-time 
and school holidays unless notified 
otherwise from 8pm - 10pm�

20 recycled aluminum cans  
could be made with the energy 
required to make a new one.

http://
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FINstOCK FestIVAL/sCHOOL FÊte 2017

Friday June 30th and saturday July 1st
We held our AGM last December in our fantastic new Village Hall� As normal 

there were no contenders for the officer positions, therefore there are no changes� 
We are still looking for anyone who would like to join the committee or help in any 
way that they can� The elected officials remain: Colin Stringfellow as Chairman, 
Pete Welply as Secretary and Julie Stringfellow as Treasurer�

HIGHWAY 61 will play on Friday night and Wood Green School Big Band 
will open Saturday evening at 7/7�30pm� The Saturday night headline act is Della 
Grants�

Similarly to last year the School Fete will once again be held on Saturday 
afternoon along with the Great Finstock Bake Off.

At our last Finstock Community Project (FCP) meeting we decided to split 
the 2016 festival profits� The main contender was the Village Hall� The road and 
area immediately in front of the Village Hall is atrocious when we have rain as 
the mud and mess gets trodden into the hall� To help rectify this problem we 
will give £350 towards gravelling the area� Additionally the School, Adventure 
Playground and Village Shop will each be given £200� We are also planning to 
replace one of the smaller tents�

Finally, we would like to thank everyone who came to last year’s Festival and 
enjoyed a great day out while helping to raise money for the village�

We hope to see you all at the 2017 Finstock Festival!
Colin Stringfellow, Chairman

Wildflowers
Annual flowers produce a bed 

of colour for you and for pollinating 
insects� Scatter some seeds over weed 
free prepared soil� Then firm them onto 
the surface, give them a water, and 
nature will do the rest� The traditional 
mix is the cornfield mix with Common 
Poppy, Corn Chamomile and Corn 
cockle� www�rspb�org�uk�

Andrew A. Adams
FCCA

Chartered Certified
Accountant

Quality personal service for your
Accounting, Taxation and

Business needs
Competitive fees agreed in 

advance
Free initial meeting

 Telephone: 07790 854574
  01993 891280
 aaadams@talktalk�netLyrid Meteor Showers 

April 22nd in the east.

Finstock Craft Club
For those of you who have been 

reading the news updates on Finstock 
Craft Club but haven’t yet taken those 
final steps to join us, I continue to 
encourage you to give it a go� If your 
reluctance is due to feeling that you 
know little about crafting, this is the 
place to learn� Already established 
members have many skills to share and 
get an immense amount of pleasure 
from teaching others� Every one of us 
has gained in confidence and ability 
since we started back in April 2016� We 
are also keen to learn new crafts, so if 
you feel you have something you’d like 
to share you would be very welcome 
and would have a captive audience of 
like-minded people� We meet every 
Monday (except Bank Holidays), in the 
Village Hall from 7:30 to 9:30� There 
is a small cost of £1�50 per week but 
nothing for your first visit so why not 
come along, just for a cuppa and a chat!

Rosa Charlesworth
On behalf of Finstock Craft Club

New Change4Life 
campaign encourages

parents to ‘be Food smart’
Children consume half the daily 

recommended sugar intake before the 
morning school bell rings, according to 
Public Health England (PHE)� Children 
in England consume more than 11g of 
sugar at breakfast time alone, almost 
three sugar cubes� The recommended 
daily maximum is no more than five 
cubes of sugar for 4 to 6 year olds and no 
more than six cubes for 7 to 10 year olds 
per day� By the end of the day children 
have consumed more than three times 
these recommendations� Learn more: 
https://tinyurl�com/jebw3zm

Choosing local produce
Choosing local produce can offer 

benefits to your health, your community 
and your local environment� To help 
you find local produce CPRE have 
created a handy pocket guide with the 
best reasons to choose local food as 
well as tips on helping you to find it� 
www�cpre�org�uk/ (Home Resources 
Farming and food Local foods Local 
food: your pocket guide)�
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Kings  
Cleaning serviCes 
And ProPerty MAintenAnce 

 
cleaning - Windows - Gutters 

Fascia’s - UPVc - office cleaning 
conservatories, inc. roofs 

 
installation & repairs to 

Windows - Fascia’s - Gutters 
new conservatories 

carpentry - de-mossing roofs 
Plus wide range general repairs

 
Fully insured

Ring 01993 882727 
or 07974 991269

If you wish to advertise in  
Finstock News please contact  

Ann Sullivan at  
advertfinstocknews@btinternet�com

Tel: 01993 868597

http://
aaadams@talktalk.net
http://
http://
mailto:advertfinstocknews@btinternet.com


District Views
I attended a recent meeting of 

Finstock Parish Council and was 
pleased that there was a discussion 
on the Oxfordshire Unitary Proposal, 
which would in effect see the end of the 
District Council with the Parish Councils 
remaining, and slightly reformed 
geographical boundaries similar to 
that of the current County Council� As 
far as I see it one of the advantages of 
a unitary authority is there would be 
a streamlining of accountability and 
clarity over which council or which 
councillors are responsible for the 
delivery of services� (Often this is a 
complaint of the existing system�)

It is argued there would be a saving 
too, as by definition taking out a tier 
of government would save money! In 
theory the delivery of services should 
be more efficiently carried out, but I 
have no evidence to prove that nor has 
anyone else to prove otherwise!

WODC, I believe, has earned the 
reputation of being a good council� 
but to use the argument in a recent 
letter from the leader of the council 
to households that free parking, the 
CAB and the Chipping Norton Theatre 
would be under threat or lost under a 
unitary authority has no evidence to 
back it up and frankly is an unnecessary 
scaremongering tactic and hardly 
necessary to justify a strong position 
WODC believes it holds already�

What I do believe is important is that 
whatever political beliefs you hold you 
should ask the question, what serves 
the residents best and what will serve 
the residents best in the future� In order 
to come to a meaningful decision, it 
is best to consider both sides of the 
argument� It is more complex and 
there are more options than are being 
presented� A knee jerk reaction is easy 
to respond to, I know, but more careful 
study reveals a more satisfying solution�

As one of your District Councillors, 
you might think I am writing this article 
just like turkeys voting for Christmas� 
But, I write without self interest or 
self preservation but in the interest of 
finding a long lasting solution which 
serves the community first and all 
politicians should be wary of what 
Shakespeare wrote about “the Ides of 
March”�

Cllr. Andy Graham

editor’s note:
For information on the County proposal visit: www�oneoxfordshire�org/� Or, 

for information about the District proposal visit: www�westoxon�gov�uk/at-risk�

safe and Well visits from Oxfordshire 
Fire and rescue service

OCC’s Fire and Rescue Service offers free Safe and Well visits� Our firefighters 
will visit you at home to see what they can do to help you reduce the risk of fire� 
Their visit combines a Home Safety Check to help reduce the risk of fire in your 
home, such as checking and fitting smoke alarms and helping you make a fire 
escape plan� During the visit firefighters are able to provide advice and support 
to reduce any immediate risk from falls, fire, flood or power cuts� They can also 
provide advice on health and crime prevention�

You can request a visit online at www�365alive�co�uk/safewell or call our 
Community Safety Helpline on 08000 325 999� If a loved one or friend would 
benefit from a visit please let them know about our Safe and Well visits�

Do you have a fire safety concern or question? There are many great tips and 
advice to help keep you and your family safer at home on www�365alive�co�uk� 
Or you can call our Community Safety Helpline on 08000 325 999�

Oxfordshire County Council Fire & Rescue Service

Country Watch thames 
Valley Police

Join Country Watch Alerts to receive 
crime alerts, witness appeals and other 
information relevant to the area in 
which you live or work� You will be 
told about anyone in your community 
who is subject to a Criminal Behaviour 
Order, help identify suspected or 
wanted criminals from the gallery 
pages; or learn about community 
groups, events or meetings in your area� 
www�thamesvalleycountrywatch�co�uk�

Local Pharmacies can 
help keep you well

If you start to feel unwell remember 
your high street pharmacy can help� 
You don’t need an appointment to see 
a pharmacist and most pharmacies 
have private consultation areas, so 
they are a good first port of call� Your 
pharmacist will say if you need further 
medical attention� If your GP surgery or 
pharmacy is closed, call NHS 111 and 
speak to an adviser who will direct you 
to a local service that is open�
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CroCkford Builders
35 School Rd, Finstock, 

Oxon OX7 3DN

est 1973
New builds, Extensions, 

Renovations,
Dry or mortar stone walling,

Groundwork, Hard landscaping,
Natural stone slate specialists,

Re-roofing,
General Maintenance.

All building work undertaken 
Domestic & Commercial

Call William on
01993 868617 OR 07817248329

The world is a bridge. Pass over it, but do not remain on it.

http://
http://
www.365alive.co.uk/safewell
www.365alive.co.uk
http://


COLOurFuL syMbOLs OF suNsHINe AND sPrINGtIMe
Tulips with their bright colours always 
draw the eye and raise the spirit� 
There are so many varieties that you 
can have any colour scheme you are 
seeking� The name tulip came from 
“tulipan” meaning turban� The earliest 
known picture of tulips in Western 
Europe was discovered after the 
bombing of Coventry Cathedral� 
Found in the rubble was a previously 

unknown 15th century mural of the Madonna and Child 
surrounded by tulips�

The origin of the tulip was most likely to have been in 
Central Asia and spread naturally as seeds carried by dust 
storms and the droppings of birds� This may explain the 
flower’s remarkable journey over the centuries around half 
the globe� In the 15th and 16th centuries, it was treasured 
by the Turks for its exceptional beauty� Sultans sent to every 
part of the great Ottoman Empire to collect specimens, 
which were given pride of place in their gardens� The tulip 
was a carefully guarded secret and not allowed out of the 
Sultan’s garden, but some bulbs or seeds must have been 
“liberated” reaching the Imperial Physic garden for medicinal 
plants of Emperor Maximillian the second in Vienna� The 
juice from the crushed tulip petals was found to provide a 
soothing relief from scratches, itches and skin irritation� It 

was good for skin blemishes and spots as well as a first rate 
gardener’s hand cream� Red tulip petals were also used as 
a blusher for ladies cheeks�

My personal favourites are the Rembrandt, or “feathered” 
tulips as seen in the old Flemish paintings� These original 
tulips, with streaking, are due to four different viruses, 
so are no longer available commercially because of the 
unpredictability of the flower patterns and reduction in the 
overall fitness of the infected plants� Today, Rembrandt tulip 
lookalikes have been produced by the Dutch hybridizers 
who have bred flowers mimicking the exotic virus-induced 
patterns, but in healthy plants�

In the past, I remember the visual 
delight of the tulip fields festivals and 
gardens near Spalding, but sadly we 
now need to visit Holland to see such 
a sight� The Keukenhof Gardens 
exhibit the best of all the new tulips, 
spread out like Turkish carpets� 
Stretching out, as far as the eye can 
see are fields of tulips and hyacinths� 
A visit to the f lower market in 

Amsterdam offers a feast of new varieties of bulbs and plants, 
tempting any gardener or flower lover�

Enjoying a seat, in a sunny spring garden,
Robert Bigwood

Age uK in West 
Oxfordshire

There’s strong evidence that people 
who are active have a lower risk of heart 
disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes, some 
cancers, depression and dementia, and 
it’s well known that physical activity 
and exercise can help you stay healthy, 
energetic and independent as you get 
older (NHS Choices)�

Now the Wychwood Project is 
delighted to be joining forces with Age 
UK Oxfordshire to promote outdoor 
activity as a means of improving health 
and well-being� Wychwood Project 
conservation activities also have the 
added benefit of being a great way to 
socialise!

Age UK has lots of information 
on healthy living for older people 
including guidelines on exercising - 
and the benefits of volunteering for 
mental health! www�ageuk�org�uk� 
(Wychwood Project)

Cycling and riding
Whether you want to spend a day or a week exploring, cycling is a great 

way to see the wonderful scenery and distinctive character of the Cotswolds� 
England’s best cycling routes aren’t always the hardest ones - the routes in the 
Cotswolds range from the gentler slopes of the South Cotswolds to the sharper 
escarpments of the North� These varieties in terrain give every level of cyclist a 
chance to enjoy the extensive network of tracks and lanes� And of course, there are 
many options for that hearty pub lunch you’ll need after your morning’s cycling�  
www�escapetothecotswolds�org�uk/
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