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“Oh, to be in England now that April’s there”, said Robert Browning.  Many of us have felt like fleeing the incessant rain this 
winter, but now that April is here we are happy to be in England and more specifically, in Finstock as the Festival Spirit arrives.  
We can plan on attending the School Fête and the Finstock Festival, both in June, but sooner than those events will be our 

Finstock Village Music event, the annual Church Plant and Book Sale, plus Quiz nights and the Arts and Crafts Exhibition and Sale, which 
are raising funds for the Village Hall regeneration.  Get in the Festive Spirit and relish the fun.

At last, after much deliberation and trying not to clash with 
the many events in our area, a date has been finalized for this 
year’s Finstock Festival:–

Friday June 20th and Saturday June 21St
The Festival has again been kept away from the school 

holidays in the hope of attracting more people.  Last year’s 
format worked very well with the Friday night open mic, 
Saturday afternoon bake-off and Made in Finstock exhibitors, 
not to mention the very well supported fun and games on 
the field.  At long last our brand new tug-of-war rope was 
unwrapped and used in anger.  Saturday night was our big local 
band night.  (The hunt is on to find this year’s band to fit the 
bill.)   Hence this year’s Festival will follow the same programme.

I have heard a few comments on why we charge an entry for 
the Friday and Saturday nights.  I shall give a brief outline on the 
overheads for the Festival.  Five thousand pounds is needed up 
front to finance the Festival.  Those funds cover: hire costs for 
toilets, chairs, tables, flooring and lighting; they pay for bands; 
cover insurance for the event; a storage container; plus printing, 
advertising and the bar licence.

The bar always gives a healthy profit; unfortunately the food 
for whatever reason barely breaks even.  To enable us to achieve 
the modest £2000 profit we have little choice but to charge for 
entry.  Much of this profit is then redistributed to Village groups, 
with the remainder being part of the pot for next year’s festival!

Again we are banking on the support of the village and the 
amazing crew that turn out from Thursday to Sunday to erect 
and dismantle the marquees and tents.  Any help with this 
would be much appreciated.

We are looking forward to a successful Festival in brilliant 
sunshine.

 Colin Stringfellow
 Chairman FCP

The Village Bower
The Village Bower has been planted out with live withies.  

After discussion at Parish Council and having survived the storms 
of mid-February (albeit it now has a slightly different shape) 
it has been reinforced and planted around with fifty Withy 
(willow) wands.  They grow at a rate of 3-5 metres per year, so 
you should soon start to see the Bower growing green!  The 
wands will be trimmed and tied in as they develop to eventually 
create another, dome-shaped structure that will be stronger and 
more sustainable.  Watch that space!

 Tony Cooper

Church Plant and Book Sale
Saturday May 17th at 2pm

(Note change of time to the afternoon)
This year’s Finstock Church Plant and Book Sale will be 

bigger and better.  We will still have aLL the plants, books and 
a raffle, but also the ever popular bottle game, cakes, tombola, 
and teas.  This will replace our garden party in July.

We have been given many new books, which is great, so 
this time please don’t give us any more or we will have storage 
problems; but we would love donations of other sorts – plants, 
cakes, produce, wine, beer, tombola and raffle prizes.  Contact 
Elizabeth on 868203 or Kristen on 868634.

 Elizabeth Bigwood

FINSTOCK FESTIVAL 2014

Our thanks go to Frank Schofield and his wife Janet for the 
many years they have served our community in organizing 
the Annual Remembrance Day Service and arranging for the 
maintenance of the site and grass mowing. They will continue 
to be the Poppy Appeal Organizers in Finstock.

A new Finstock website is in 
development-see p.11 for details.

Saturday April 12th – An 
Evening with Graeme Garden

Graeme Garden, Comedian, Actor and Writer who has been 
in the business for over 45 years, will be in Finstock Village Hall 
at 8pm.  Best known for THE GOODIES, he has also been 
on Holby City, Agatha Christie’s Marple, Peak Practice, and 
The Bleak Old Shop of Stuff.  A rare opportunity to see this 
immensely funny man with many clips of his TV work over the 
years.  Tickets £5 on the door or at www.wegottickets.com/
event/266363.
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Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL
SERVICES
Poor Reception Solved
Aerials repaired & supplied
TVs - Hung on your wall for you  
Also supplied & tuned
Extra TV Points
For aerial and Sky (In HD!)
Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV

A part of

Call Witney 
01993 608118
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Finstock Local History Society
May 16th: Estate Labourers, Hay Trussers and Under Carters Finstock families 
in the 1911 census.  Tony Cooper will introduce us to some Finstock families that 
lived in the last days of the Edwardian period.  He will look at their occupations, 
their family details, where they lived and who they lived next to, in order to get 
a snapshot of village life at this time.
June 20th: Village walk.  David Clarke of the Oxfordshire Building Record will 
lead a walk round the village to visit and examine the historical features of the 
older houses that adorn our community.

The History Society meets on the third Friday of the month at 8pm in the Village 
hall, Finstock.  Members free; non-members £2.50.

Ladies, give us your support!

Give all your old bras a new lease of life and help raise money for breast cancer 
research.

Bring your unwanted bras to Joy Murphy at 63 High Street and they will be 
whisked away to Africa where there is a short supply of affordable bras.  Against 
Breast Cancer will receive a donation based on the weight of bras we collect – so 
every bra counts!

North Leigh History Society

April 1st: The Black Death, a talk by Tim Porter.
May 6th: Bess of Hardwick Hall, a talk by Dr.Gillian White.

After that we have a break until September.
Meetings are held at 7.30pm in the North Leigh Memorial Hall.  Members free, 

visitors £2.50.  Further details from Diana Power 882301.

Good Companions
Thank you so much to Funds for Finstock (Carol, Nicky & Pat) for the £100 

cheque donation.  It was much appreciated.  It will be used with the remaining 
funds I have for a party in May with a buffet and entertainment, as we didn’t have 
enough funds for our usual Christmas meal and party last December.

Thank you once again, Eileen Peters

Toddler Group

This term has once again seen new faces and great new activities at Finstock 
Toddlers.  The highlight of the term so far has been our trip to the Cotswold 
Farm Park to see lambing in progress!  This trip was only made possible by a 

very kind donation given to us by Funds 
for Finstock, meaning we could afford 
an all expenses paid trip out to treat 
the children and grown-ups.  Thank 
you very much for this; everybody at 
Toddlers had a fabulous time and is 
thoroughly appreciative of the chance to 
get out and see something a bit different.

We have been celebrating the start of 
spring and are currently looking forward 
to some Easter egg hunts - everybody’s 
favourite!

Do join us every Wednesday during 
term time from 10am in the Village 
Hall.  You will receive a warm welcome 
and a choice of some delicious culinary 
delights baked by our mums, dads and 
carers.

For more information, call Caroline 
Stevenson on 868430.

Kelmscott Manor 
reopens April 2nd 
– William Morris

Saturday May 10th – 
Ribbonwalk at Blenheim 
Palace for Breast Cancer

Oxfordshire Artweeks May 
3rd-26th

We had a fabulous turn out 
for the AED Training.

Thank you to all who attended and to 
Richard and Ian who assisted me. A total 
of £52 was collected half of which will 
go to The Ambulance Service League 
of Friends, and the other half towards 
the Village Hall regeneration.

Drew Agger

Oxfordshire Age UK drop-in 
information point

at Witney Methodist Church, Wesley 
Room, Witney from 10am-1pm every 
2nd and 4th Monday of the month.

Stray dogs, dog fouling, or 
loud barking

Call 861020 or visit www.westoxon.gov.
uk/dogs

An electric car charging point is 
to be installed at the Charlbury railway 
station as part of a national programme.

	 0	 .	 VILLAGE EVENTS 	 0	 .

www.westoxon.gov.uk/dogs
www.westoxon.gov.uk/dogs


Telephone : 01993 868540 / 01608 811484 
www.harrisandthompson.co.uk 

Harris & Thompson 
PAINTERS   AND   DECORATORS 

 

Harris & Thompson is the premier Painting and 
Decorating company based in the heart of the 
Cotswolds.  
We have a reputation for producing and delivering 
exciting and high quality workmanship. 
Whether its a small room or commercial Property 
or even a country home, Harris & Thompson Are 
first choice for all your decorating needs. 
We offer a 12 months guarantee on all our work. 
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FINSTOCK VILLAGE HALL

All Finstock, Fawler and Wilcote 
residents will have received a copy of 
our prospectus for the regeneration 
of Finstock Village Hall.  February saw 
fundraising for the new village hall reach 
£10,074 towards our target of £35,000 
maintaining us ahead of target.  We 
have received a great response toward 
the Village Walkway, the engraved brick 
paving for outside the new hall.  Don’t 
forget to fill out your form and return – if 
you need a fresh copy, email or call me.

The planning application continues 
and we are also having a series of 
meetings with grant givers.  April to 
July will be an especially busy period of 
applications for grants to secure the final 
money to build the new facility.  We 
have already been successful in securing 
our first two small grants, securing 90% 
of our costs up to and including planning 
application submission (£5716) from the 
Communities Planning Fund, and £2,000 
from the County Councillor Community 
budget.  We have also applied for a full 
alcohol licence for the hall to save on 
expenditure on a temporary notice each 
time we hold an event.

In the meantime, The Plough will 
continue to hold monthly quiz nights 
on the first Monday of each month with 
entry fees going to the hall.  In addition, 
we have the following events in April 
and May:–
April 11th Quiz Night in Finstock Village 
Hall at 8pm; teams of up to 6, £2 per 
person entry
Quiz Nights at the Plough on the first 
Monday of each month at 8pm; teams 

of up to 6, £2 per person entry.

Saturday April 12th An Evening with 
Graeme Garden.  Start at 8pm, £5 entry.

Saturday May 10th Arts and Craft 
Exhibition and Sale – see local artists’ 
work and find something to take home.  
This event will include a raffle (£1 a 
ticket) offering two tickets to the fabulous 
Cornbury Wilderness Festival; £40 
toward a dinner at The Plough; original 

paintings by Jenifer Wates and 
Rosemary Wise; gift vouchers 
for Hilltop Garden Centre 
and Rapture the music shop 
in Witney; chocolate-covered 
cherries; bottles of wine from 
The Shop and from Hywel 

Davies; a luscious home-made chocolate 
cake; and much more.

The Village Hall will be providing the bar 
for Finstock Village Music on May 30th 
and 31st.

AND look out for these events later 
in the year:–

Caroline Stevenson and Rhyanne 
Young’s famous Great Finstock Bake-
off at the Finstock Festival June 20th 
and 21st.
ALL England’s World Cup games (and 
maybe some others) to be shown live at 
the Village Hall on a huge screen, with 
bar.  (June 12th World Cup begins in 
Brazil.)
The Finstock Ale Beer and Folk Festival 
on September 12th and 13th.

Shaun Morley 
morley.shaun@gmail.com 868134

Finstock Village 
Music – May 

30th and 31st
Building on the popularity and success 

of last year’s event, plans are now well 
advanced for another weekend of music 
and other activities.  The theme again is 
to spotlight some events from Finstock’s 
past, as well as just enjoying some 
popular activities that have endured for 
many generations, including music, song, 
dance, and drinking!

The Friday evening will be mainly 
in the Village Hall, showcasing some 
original works, created by local people 
and based on real characters and events; 
this will include a variety of songs, a short 
theatrical piece based around World 
War One, and a re-enactment of a riot 
at Fawler Mill, to name but a few!

Plans for Saturday include several 
dance and music workshops; live 
performances; and much stick bashing.  
This will all culminate with a dance in 
the Village Hall, to the accompaniment 
of the Finstock Scratch Band: definitely 
not to be missed!

All events will take place in or around 
the Village Hall, the Bower on Well Hill 
and the Plough Inn.  Friday evening will 
start at 7.30pm and Saturday events start 
at midday and run throughout the day.  
Saturday May 31st Morris dancing outside 
The Plough at 4pm; folk singing in the 
back bar from 6pm.

More specific detail will be circulated 
and posted locally nearer to the weekend, 
but put these dates in your diary now and 
turn out to support local creativity and 
custom – and have a very good time too!
 Pete Welply

We wish to thank Air Medical Limited 
for sponsoring the Arts and Crafts 
Demonstration and Sale posters and 
raffle tickets. This was very generous.

“THE GREAT FINSTOCK 
BAKE OFF”…

IS BACK!
Saturday June 21st

With exciting neW sWeet

and savoury categories…
Get practising NOW to avoid 

a “soggy bottom’’



MARK BILLINGE
CHIMNEY SWEEP

For a clean and efficient service

 Tel.: 01367-243052

Finstock 
cattery

Proprietors Julie & John Stoney

*LUXURY BOARDING

*SPACIOUS HEATED PENS

*PERSONAL CARE

*INSPECTION INVITED

8 Wards Lane, Finstock, Oxon OX7 3BP

Tel: 01993 868413

finstockcattery@aol.com
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THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Andy Compton 868271 Member
Sean Connolly 868561 Member
Nicky Higgins 868425 Proofing
Tony Hirtenstein 868600 Layout
Joy Murphy 868575 Editor

Joy.nick@gmail.com
Barbara Wells 868776 Distribution
John Wells 868776 Advertising

Photographs thanks to staff members and 
others.

Read the Finstock News online at sites.
google.com/site/finstocknewsonline; join 
the Finstock Yahoo group – groups.yahoo.
com/group/finstock; or write to us at 63 
High Street, Finstock Oxon OX7 3DA.

 – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finstock

Plan ahead – Know the deadlines
Issue Deadline
Feb/Mar First of January
April/May First of March
June/July First of May
August/September First of July
October/November First of September
December/January First of November

Please keep articles short.  As space 
is limited, the Editors reserve the 
right to shorten long pieces in the 

interest of balance.   Finstock News 
does not necessarily share the views 

expressed in readers’ letters.

Green Banks Fields
Over the winter months I have been 

happy for many of you to roam freely 
over our field because most of the normal 
footpaths have been virtually impassable.  
From April 1st would you please keep to 
the two Public Footpaths, the one from 
the main gate up on the right hand side, 
and the one across the top of the field.

I would be grateful if you would also 
please collect your dog-poo there is a 
bin near the entrance to the field on the 
High Street.  Polite notices will be going 
up soon.

Many thanks, Viv Wightman.

My debut album How About Now was 
released on February 24th on Drumfire 
Records.  I recorded it in Edinburgh in 
August last year and, along with Drumfire, 
have spent the last few months promoting 
it ahead of its release.  The album 
features 11 of my own songs recorded 
with the backing of some superb session 
musicians, and was produced by Scottish 
artist Dean Owens.

The reviews have all been good thus 
far: the Independent on Sunday has 
called the album “a compelling debut”, 
while Maverick has heralded it as “a 
masterpiece of British country”.  Country 
Music People magazine have even been 
kind enough to dub me “an English 

It is official that this winter has been the 
wettest since 1766 when records began.  
We had plenty of flooding in the county 
this winter.  I met with David Cameron’s 
flood advisors, and Andrew Smith MP, 
Nicola Blackwood MP and Councillor 
Bob Price at 10 Downing Street with 
the aim of highlighting problems in both 
Oxford and Oxfordshire.  I also hosted 
a forum on March 1st with country, 
district and parish representatives to 
discuss the flooding and look at ways to 
prevent future flooding.  This meeting 
was followed with a Flood Summit on 
March 21st.

The new budget has been set.  The 
agreed budget reflects two increases 
in funding that together amount to an 
additional £4 million.  The Council has 
agreed that most of this will be invested in 

priority areas such as flooding and other 
winter weather issues, adult social care, 
safeguarding, and highway maintenance.  
The remainder will be put towards 
reducing savings.  Our overall savings 
figure remains at approximately £64 
million, on top of savings already made 
or agreed since 2010.

The Council agreed that council tax 
would increase by 1.99 per cent.  This 
is lower than the 2 per cent threshold 
set by government that would trigger a 
referendum.  Home to School Transport 
will be provided for free to the nearest 
available school if over the three mile 
statutory limit. Rodney Rose

FROM OUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR

How About Now

Willie Nelson”! There’s been a good 
response and I hope it will lead to wider 
recognition.

I plan to be very busy playing live this 
year, particularly in the summer with 
festivals, etc.  You can keep track of my 
schedule, amongst other things, at www.
agsconnolly.com.  How About Now is 
available from all the usual places online, 
and also from Rapture in Witney and the 
Truck Store in Oxford.  If you can find any 
other record shops these days it might be 
there too! Ags Connolly

Charlbury Garden Spring 
Show and Plant Sale

Saturday April 12th, Memorial Hall 12-
4pm.

2014 Abingdon Air & 
Country Show May 4th
www.abingdonairandcountry.co.uk

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://www.artweeks.org
www.agsconnolly.com
www.agsconnolly.com


NICOLA MORGAN DC MMCA
Registered Chiropractor – 

McTimoney Technique
Kimber Cottage, Holly Tree Cottages,
Woodstock Rd, Earls Lane,
Charlbury OX7 3ET Deddington OX15 0TQ

Tel: 07968-381335
I have almost 30 years’ experience in this 
gentle, effective manipulative therapy, which 
is suitable for many conditions and ages. I 
offer very flexible appointment times in two 
locations.
 See www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
Provider for BUPA, PPP, WPA and all major 
health insurance companies
Member of the General Council & Register for 
Chiropractors and the McTimoney Chiropractic 
Association.

Decorator & traDesman 
- House & Home services 

Painting and Decorating. 
Maintenance and Repairs. 

Help around the home. 

Reliable Local Tradesman. 

Richard Buck, Elbie House, 
East End, North 

Leigh, OX29 6PX 

Tel: 880166; Mob - 
07791 046583 
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SMALL ADS
(All numbers start with 01993 unless otherwise stated)

Fixed price PC help to your door.
Computer, laptop and tablet repair and 
support from £29.90. Windows, Apple 
and Android. Call Charlie 891072 or 
07581-368311.
Email: charlie@pc-wise.co.uk. Visit www.
pc-wise.co.uk.
Fully insured and guaranteed.
Parties catered for, weddings, 
birthdays, suppers, etc.
Contact Marvina George Tel. 868190

Line ads are charged at 20p per word, payment in advance.  
Please contact: John Wells on 868776. We will no longer be accepting inserts for the newsletter.

Evenlode Environmental
Environmental solutions for your home 
and business.
For further information:–
W: evenlodeenvironmentalconsultancy.
co.uk
E: evenlodeenvironmental@hotmail.co.uk
T: 07812-406827

Use the Village Hall for your next 
event.  Contact Sue Salter on 868647.

Kings Cleaning Services (Est. 40 
years) Windows – gutters – UPVC 
frames – fascia – Specialist equipment 
for conservatories, including roofs.  Also 
domestic house cleaning. Fully insured.
Ring 882727 for a professional and 
reliable service.

Looking for Childcare?
Call Finstock Childminder, Caroline 
Stevenson on 868430
Excellent Ofsted report is available on 
request or online.

Community First Responders
We cover the local villages responding 

to 999 emergency calls but only when 
sent by the ambulance service.  The 
support of the local volunteer team 
should hopefully mean that help reaches 
those unfortunately in need of our 
services as soon as possible.  Although 
some may realise that I have moved out 
of the village, I have only moved down 
the road to Leafield and continue to cover 
Finstock and the surrounding area.

Hopefully everyone will now be 
aware that Finstock has a defibrillator 
located in Hill Crescent.  It is well lit and 
a code to access it will be given to you 
by Ambulance Control, if the situation 
arises.  Remember that you need to dial 
999 for an ambulance first.  They will 
tell you what to do and how to access 
the machine if needed.  The automated 

defibrillator will talk you through what 
to do.  It will only provide a shock to the 
right type of heart rhythm-fibrillation, so 
if placed on someone without this heart 
rhythm it will advise you to continue CPR.  
This is a wonderful piece of life-saving 
equipment.

As usual we continue to ask for any 
unwanted new or used printer cartridges 
and mobile phones which we can recycle 
and add to our fundraising.  If you have 
any questions about the Community 
Responders please do not hesitate 
to contact me via saraanscombe@
btopenworld.com.

NHS Blood and 
Transplant and NHS 

Organ Donor Register
You can register through the Driver 

and Vehicle Licensing Agency when you 
attain or renew your diver’s licence.  The 
Register gives hope to more than 10,000 
people of all ages across the UK who 
desperately need an organ transplant.  
The kidneys, heart, liver, lungs, pancreas, 
tissue, corneas and the small bowel can 
all be transplanted.  Register online at 
www.organdonation.nhs.uk (www.
blood.co.uk for information), or call 0300-
123-2323.  And consider becoming a 
regular blood donor.

Solar farms and 
Recycling Centres

I have been working with Sustainable 
Charlbury on the proposal for the solar 
Park at Cornbury, Southill Solar. The 
proposed site is a field alongside the 
main road between Finstock station and 
Charlbury. The planning application has 
now gone in and a decision will be made 
in early May. If you would like to see the 
plans or comment on them they can be 
found on the West Oxfordshire District 
Council website.

The District Council is about to buy 
some land adjacent to the Greystones site 
outside Chipping Norton, which is where 
a recycling site was previously promised. 
I am hopeful that the addition of this 
new land may mean that these plans can 
be revived, and I will be working with 
officers at WODC to see if this can be 
done. Liz Leffman
 LizLeffman@Clothesource.net

The Japanese attitude of ikigai translates 
as  one’s reason for being, discovery of which 
brings satisfaction and meaning to life; a 
reason to get up in the morning.

www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
www.pc-wise.co.uk
www.pc-wise.co.uk
evenlodeenvironmentalconsultancy.co.uk
evenlodeenvironmentalconsultancy.co.uk
saraanscombe@btopenworld.com
saraanscombe@btopenworld.com
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COUNTRYSIDE CONSERVATION
 Nothing great is created suddenly, any more than a bunch of grapes or a fig. Epictetus

In 2012-13 Oxfordshire had the highest recycling rate of any county, at 60 
per cent.  In West Oxfordshire, almost 62 per cent of waste is recycled.

Although House Sparrows are conspicuous birds and can still be found 
cheeping away in many areas, their numbers have fallen sharply in recent 
years, leading to their inclusion on the Birds of Conservation Concern Red List.  
Declines are greater in urban than in rural areas, and in eastern and south-
eastern Britain than in other parts of the country (where the population is stable 
or increasing).  Visit BTO.org for all your bird related questions.

Help to monitor garden wildlife health
Britain’s biggest investigation into the health of garden wildlife has been 

launched by the Zoological Society of London, in partnership with BTO, Frog 
life and the RSPB.  The first collaborative citizen science project of its kind, 
Garden Wildlife Health aims to monitor the well-being of a suite of species found 
in gardens, including hedgehogs, reptiles, amphibians and birds.  Members of 
the public are being asked to report on sick or dead animals seen within their 
gardens through the new website.  tinyurl.com/pfwuaft.

Living Ash Project
It is estimated that in the UK there are an around 120 million ash trees 

found in woodlands and hedgerows.  Evidence from Denmark, where Chalara 
ash die-back is more prevalent, indicates that approximately 1 percent of trees 
show good resistance to the disease.  The Earth Trust, along with Future Trees 
Trust, Sylva Foundation and Forest Research has just launched the Living Ash 
Project, funded by Defra, to identify ash trees with good tolerance to Chalara 
ash die-back.

While natural selection could enable regeneration that is resistant to the 
disease, quickly identifying resistant trees and using them in a breeding 
programme will enable us to rapidly produce resilient trees.  It is important that 
a good proportion of trees that make it through a screening programme will 
be suitable for timber production to ensure a continued supply for the future.  
The project partners have been working on breeding ash for improved timber 
characteristics for over twenty years and have assembled a substantial collection 
of ash trees from across ash’s native range which has great genetic diversity.

The project is calling upon the public to aid in the identification of tolerant 
trees by tagging local ash trees and reporting on the tree’s progress.  Go to the 
project website www.livingashproject.org.uk which links to the woodland survey, 
and for further information visit: www.ashgenome.org/

App
Ifoot Path app (ifootpath.com) 

features more than 400 walks from 
long rural ambles to strolls in town.

Recycling Centre 
for Finstock

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/
content/recycling-centre-opening-
hours-and-locations

Click on Dix Pit Household Waste 
Recycling Centre – 30 minutes drive 
each way.

Opening hours seven days a week 
from 8am to 5pm including bank 
holidays. Thursday open until 8pm, 
from April 1st to September 30th.

Collecting: Soil, hard core, rubble; 
Green waste; Metal; Landfill; Wood; 
Cardboard; Small electrical appliances; 
Plasterboard; and Books, CDs and 
DVDs, Soft plastic, Clothing and 
mixed textiles, Fluorescent tubes, Low 
energy light bulbs, Household and 
garden chemicals, Aerosols, Engine 
and cooking oil, Glass bottles, Paper, 
Gas bottles, TVs and monitors, Bikes 
and tyres, Large electrical appliances, 
Fridges and freezers.

Appliance Help 
and Support

www.ukwhitegoods.
co.uk

All the knowledge and help that 
you could ever need to try to help you 
to repair it yourself and solve many 
appliance issues and problems, offer 
buying advice and help as well as 
general repair guides, all completely 
free including a free forum for direct 
support and help.

The Soldiers of Oxfordshire 
Trust  museum, built in the grounds of 
the Oxfordshire Museum in Woodstock 
currently hosts Oxfordshire Remembers 
1914-18, which includes previously 
unseen military heritage collections.
The exhibitions will enable visitors to 
learn about the part played by individual 
soldiers, their communities and to 
understand the roles played by local units 
in the conflict.

tinyurl.com/pfwuaft
www.ashgenome.org/
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/recycling-centre-opening-hours-and-locations
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/recycling-centre-opening-hours-and-locations
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/recycling-centre-opening-hours-and-locations


01993 868333
www.theplough-inn.co.uk

Come & visit us, we’d love to see you.

Our Bar is open:
Mon: 6pm – close

Tues – Fri: 12 noon – 3pm & 6pm – close
Sat: 12 noon – close

Sun: 12 noon – 6.00pm

Our kitchen is open:
Tues – Sat

Lunch: 12 noon – 2.30pm
Dinner: 6.00pm – 9.00pm

Sunday Lunch: 12 noon – 4pm

Andrew A.Adams
FCCA

Chartered Certified 
Accountant

Quality personal service for your

Accounting, Taxation and

Business needs

Competitive fees agreed in advance

Free initial meeting

 Telephone: 07790 854574
  01993 891280
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THE SHOP

Spring is here and we hope the 
weather is good as you read this!

Soon it will be Easter and the Shop can 
supply you with cards, chocolate eggs 
and other Easter goodies.  The Mayday 
holiday is a chance for perhaps the first 
barbecue of this summer and we have 
items to help you enjoy that barbecue.

We now have a new meat supplier: 
Patrick Strainge who can offer delicious 
ham, bacon, sausages and other meats.  
Of course, we will have all the necessary 
salads, chutneys and bread to go with it.

We still have wonderful things from 
Upton Smokery: smoked chicken, 
kippers, bacon and pâté, as well as 
splendid mustards and chutneys from 
Shaken Oak in Hailey, local jams and 
marmalades from Maggie and yoghurt 
from Woodlands Farm.

Don’t forget our great selection of 
wines, both for a special occasion and 
for everyday imbibing!

Another very important thing is our 100 
Club, designed to raise money towards 
the Shop’s extension.  Every house in 
Finstock, Mount Skippett, Fawler and 
Wilcote has had an explanatory leaflet 
delivered, together with a Standing Order 
Mandate form, although it is possible to 
pay each month by cash or cheque in 
the shop.  Paying £8 a month gives you 
a chance to win £50 in the monthly draw 
as long as we have enough members.  
Please ask in the shop if you want to 
know more.

A big thank you to Funds for Finstock 
who gave us £222.38!

The Eat Well Challenge 
closes on April 7th

Can you eat for a week with food 
bought only from the shop?  Entry 
forms £1.  First prize £25 shop voucher, 
second prize £15 shop voucher.

We have bird boxes for sale, which 
were donated by Pete Reynolds to help 
raise funds for The Shop.  He is also selling 
bird tables and will donate £5 from each 
sale to The Shop.

We must thank our customers again 
for their support for the Food Bank.  
Everyone is being very generous.  Once 
again our volunteers must be given a vote 
of thanks for all they do, especially as Sue 
is still not able to work.  If you would 
like to spend a couple of hours a week 
working in the shop, please don’t be 
afraid to come and talk to Mo or Karen.

While we are still without Sue we 
will be closing at 5.30pm on Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday, not 6pm as 
normal.

Hoping for a dry, sunny summer!
 Mo

Shop opening hours:–
Weekdays 8-6
Saturdays 8-1
Sundays 9-11.30

Shop Telephone number – 
orderS Taken: 869096

The Plough Inn Finstock
A very warm welcome awaits you 

at The Plough!
The Plough hosted the children of 

Finstock School for a special luncheon. 
All of the children were well-behaved and 
enjoyed the treat of eating out.

We will continue with our monthly 
themed menu nights; book early for 
these meals. The popular Monday night 
quizzes, serving drinks only, will be held 
on the first Monday of every month to 
support the Village Hall Regeneration. 
Tuesday is two-for-the-price-of-one fish 

and chip meals. 
Prosecco Friday 
is half-price fizz 
night; also serving 
Rose Cava and 
champagne at 
half price.

To support the 
Finstock Music 
Fe s t i va l ,  t he 

Morris Dancers will appear in front of the 
Plough at 4pm on Saturday May 31st with 
folk singing in the back bar from 6pm.

Easter: The Plough will be open Friday 
April 18th through Monday April 21st 
from noon until closing.

A big thank you to all for your on-going 
support. We look forward to seeing you 
over the spring and summer.

Village Post Office
Hello from the Post Office.  New 

prices have come into force for 1st class 
stamps – now 62p and 2nd class stamps: 
53p.  Still cheaper than taking the letters 
yourself!  A new set of pictorial first 
class stamps is available which depicts 
Memorable Lives.  Please come down 
and see how many inspiring people you 
recognize.

I would like to remind you that most 
bills and banking can go through our Post 
Office and, of course you can take cash 
out whilst the Post Office is open.

Thank you again for supporting your 
local Post Office.

 Karen Williams

“No bird soars too high if he soars 
with his own wings.” William Blake

Post Office Opening Hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-1pm

Enjoy a chicken roast on Sunday then 
use the remains to make a curry or risotto 
later in the week; the carcass can also be 
boiled up for stock and soups.



THE WHITE HORSE
THE RIDINGS – STONESFIELD

Freehouse & Restaurant

Closed – Monday
Tuesday-Thursday – 5.00 Close
Friday – 12.00-3.00; 5.00-11.00

Saturday – 12.00-3.00; 6.00-11.00
Sunday – 12.00-3.00

Tasty Home cooked food
Real Ale and Fine Wines - Pretty Beer Garden

White Horse Live every 2nd Wednesday. 
Acousticana every 1st & 3rd Wednesday

Now serving lunch Friday, Saturday & Sunday
Dinner available Friday & Saturday

Barn & Skittle Alley available for Hire

For reservations and enquiries please phone
Angela or John on 01993 891063

Tel: 0845 458 2980  
Mobile: 07976 261850

Email: tctrees@btinternet.com  
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery 
company with the 

integrity you can trust.
All combined aspects of Arboriculture

crockFord Builders
35 School Rd, Finstock, 

Oxon OX7 3DN

EST 1973
New builds, Extensions, 

Renovations,
Dry or mortar stone walling,

Groundwork, Hard landscaping,
Natural stone slate specialists,

Re-roofing,
General Maintenance.

All building work undertaken 
Domestic & Commercial

Call William on
01993 868617 OR 07817248329
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FINSTOCK SCHOOL

We returned to school after the 
Christmas holidays to find a collapsed 
stone wall and the demise of the heating 
in the lower block.  However, in true 
British spirit, staff and pupils made the 
best of the situation with Ms Pike and 
Cedar Class enjoying lessons in the Village 
Hall, and Miss Holloway with Beech 
Class spending time in our school hall.  
A change is as good as a rest I say! The 
heating is now restored to normal, though 
the wall will take a little longer.

We had great fun in January when 
the very talented, published poet James 
Carter came to school for the day, this 
culminated in an assembly for parents 
and carers with the performance of the 
children’s compositions.

The library is now finished and 
looks fantastic in its new coat of paint 
(blue and white), rearranged furniture, 
new books amongst old favourites and 
displays of work on the walls.  We thank 
the Friends of Finstock School for making 
money available for this.  Also thanks for 
the money donated to us from Funds for 
Finstock, which was used to buy the new 
books.  Poppy Hudson from Beech Class 
volunteered to lead a book club during 
lunchtimes and this is an enormous 
success.

It is always rewarding for the School 
and the individuals themselves when 
pupils go above and beyond, like Poppy.  
Two other girls, Rosie and Harriet 
from Cedar Class accompanied me to 
Ducklington School during their ‘India 

Week’.  They spoke to pupils there about 
their love of our guided meditation 
sessions and led three separate groups 
in this practice.

I have worked at Finstock School since 
March, 2001.  I shall be retiring in July.  I 
have enjoyed my time immensely and 
there are many things that I shall miss 
with those wonderful children at the top 
of the list!  The interviews, and hopefully 
the appointment of a new head teacher, 
will have been completed by the time 
this article is published.  Perhaps he or 
she will allow me to take a photograph 
of them to publish in the next newsletter, 
I will keep you posted!

Best Wishes, Jean Roden, HT

Easter Holiday Monday April 7th to 
Monday April 21st

Term 5 Tuesday April 22nd to 
Friday May 23rd

Late Spring Holiday
 Monday May 26th to 

Friday May 30th
Term 6 Monday June 2nd to 

Friday July 18th

Friends of Finstock 
School – FoFS

At the time of writing this it looks as 
though spring has arrived; I hope at the 
time of reading this it still looks that way! 
Our Committee is in full flow organising 
the many fundraising events coming this 
year.  We have a few new members 
whom we would like to welcome.

The children enjoyed a Valentine’s 
Disco in the school and the Year 6’s did 
a sterling job of selling their glow sticks 
in aid of funds towards their Year 6 day 
out.  A Pamper Night will be organised 
but as yet we have no confirmed date; 
so look out for any posters for dates.  
We will once again be attending the 
Leafield Sponsored Cycle Ride to be 
held at Caterham F1 Centre near Leafield 
on May 17th.  The children thoroughly 
enjoyed this event last year and we are 
hoping for more numbers this year.  All 
efforts will be going into the School 
Fête that is scheduled for Saturday June 
7th; more details will follow in the next 
newsletter.

Thank you to everyone who supports 
our school and our fundraising activities.

 FoFS

The Open University offers over 650 free 
courses under the title OpenLearn in which 
you can learn at your own pace.  For info: 
www.open.edu/openlearn/about-openlearn/
try.

The BBC also provides a range of courses 
that you can study at your own pace.  They 
include a variety of subjects including English, 
Gardening, History, Information Technology, 
Languages, Maths and Science.  For more 
info: www.bbc.co.uk/learning/onlinecourses/

William Shakespeare was born 450 years ago in 1564.

www.open.edu/openlearn/about-openlearn/try
www.open.edu/openlearn/about-openlearn/try


Elbie House Bed & 
Breakfast Accommodation

Four Star Silver Award

Lovely ensuite rooms to 
accommodate your visiting 

friends or family. 

Mandy Buck, East End, 
North Leigh OX29 6PX 

www.cotswoldbreak.co.uk;  
mandy@cotswoldbreak.co.uk       

Tel: 880166; Mob - 07791241905

Bricklaying
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WOODPECKER PRE-SCHOOL

Firstly a GREAT BIG thank you to 
Funds for Finstock for the wonderful 
donation in the sum of £200! There is 
plenty of equipment that we would like 
to buy to improve our setting.  As soon 
as we have chosen which one we need 
most from our ‘wish list’, we will let you 
know via a photograph!

In February I attended a presentation 
at the Ace Centre all about planning the 
early years foundation stage (EYFS) 
curriculum.  I was told that the presenter 
would be sharing how a setting delivers 
their EYFS experience with no planning 
and has been rated as outstanding by 
OFSTED.  Now planning has always been 
a bit of a trial as it is quite time consuming 
and often does not hit the mark.  Activities 
need to be planned around the children’s 
interests and the idea is that we observe 
what the children 
are doing, assess 
what their next step 
might be, and then 
plan what we can do 
next to help them 
with this.  Sounds 
easy but it can get 
very prescriptive 
and complicated 
especially when it is all written up in an 
‘activity plan’ and includes most children 
attending a session with differing next 
steps that need to be acknowledged.  
This system is also used to inform what 
‘free choice’ activities should be put out 
for the following day’s session.  The worst 
part of this way of planning is that often 
the children are not interested in what 
has been ‘planned’ as they have moved 
onto something else or they don’t want 
to do what we ‘thought’ they might want 
to.  So I was instantly interested in this 
presentation.

When I was studying for my degree 
and early years professional status, 
an early years practitioner from New 
Zealand gave us a talk about the early 
years provision in his country.  He was 
shocked that we chose what to put out 
each day for the children to play with.  
This presentation in the Ace Centre was 
much more in keeping with his line of 
provision where children choose what 
they want to do, nothing is put out 
on the tables, but everything is there, 
covering all the areas of learning for the 

children to see and use.  It is the adult’s 
role to observe what a child (or children) 
is doing, quickly assess what can be 
done to extend the learning and then 
initiate it right away.  These were the 
same steps that I referred to earlier but 
delivered in a much more meaningful 
and relevant manner.  This small cycle 
occurs throughout the session for all the 
children and is recorded retrospectively 
for chosen ‘target children’ (to make it a 
manageable recording process).  So, over 
a term all children have a written record 
of the adult support that they have been 
given, and this information along with 
other observations, from home as well as 
in the setting, is regularly shared between 
parents or carers, the child and their key 
person and helps to show that each child 
is following their developmental curves.

I came away very 
enthusiastic, and 
after further research, 
we at Woodpecker 
Pre-school have 
started to put this 
into practice.  Our 
sessions still have 
daily times where 
we come together 

for group or sometimes small group 
activities – for stories, songs, circle games, 
letters and sounds and some counting 
and we still have routines and boundaries 
(both are important); but at all other times 
we now go to the child to give them 
individual support rather than expecting 
the child to come and enjoy our planned 
activities.

As I am writing this it is very early 
days, and there is plenty to do to get it 
perfect.  For example the environment 
is an important factor, to make sure the 
children can access everything they need.  
The presentation was very clear on the 
fact that in many cases less is more and 
de-cluttering is a key.  Also, we, the 
staff, will become more confident as 
time progresses; in word and deed we 
will move from collaborative planning 
to independent providers of support.  
So far so good.  We have been very 
pleased to observe that all the children 
are getting very involved in their ‘choices’, 
they have actively wanted to write, think 
about numbers, shapes and problem 
solve, make junk models, create soup 

out of the rain – to just mention a few 
things that we have observed.  Also, 
they are all happy to talk about what 
they are doing.  We are trying very hard 
not to ask direct questions and ‘wonder’ 
instead (another suggestion from the 
presentation).  Perhaps if you try it you 
might find out, just like we have, that it 
actually gets a much better response.  It 
is also a good way to begin a shared and 
sustained conversation to try to work 
something out together; and hopefully it 
will help children to ‘wonder’ too which 
will help to develop inquisitive minds.

So thank you to the Ace Centre for 
hosting the presentation, and to Anna 
Ephgrave and Ruth Moore for sharing 
their beliefs and their techniques.  It 
was inspiring and I believe it will add to 
the quality of the children’s experiences 
and to the support in their learning and 
development, as well as cutting down 
on unnecessary paperwork.  I am so 
glad I went!

Our opening hours are 8.45am to 
12 noon, Monday to Friday, and we 
are situated at Finstock School, School 
Road, Finstock.  For further information, 
or to organize a visit, please, contact 
Lesley Dore 07964-817165 or email 
woodpecker.pre@outlook.com.  (Please 
look on the OFSTED website for details of 
our excellent recent report or telephone 
Lesley and ask for a copy.)

Cogges Manor Farm, Witney, 
now open until November 2nd.

mandy@cotswoldbreak.co.uk


N.RANDELL
HANDYMAN & HOME 

IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Electrical, Plumbing, Flooring, 
Decorating, Tiling, Woodwork

No job too small
All jobs considered

Locally based
Quality finish

For a free quote call
01993 868725
07717 878323

westoxhandyman@hotmail.co.uk

Dog walking

Finstock resident

Dog home boarding

Small animal boarding

Cat home visits

Insured and police-checked
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FINSTOCK RAINBOWS AND BROWNIES

Rainbows 
have a full 
unit so please 
do put your 
daughter’s 
name on our waiting list if you would 
like her to join our group.  After Easter 
there will be a few places available to 
those on the waiting list.  The Rainbows 
as usual will have an action packed term 
and have been working towards their 
Rainbow Sleepover in March.

2014 is going to be a great time 
to belong to Brownies, as we will be 
celebrating the Brownie Centenary!

We have so much organized it’s going 
to be hard to fit it all in – so to name a 
few:-

In April we will have a sleepover at 
The National Space Centre in Leicester 
and Brownies take over the tracks c/o 
First Great Western trains to London to 
include VIP’s at Paddington – First Great 
Western will be providing us free of 
charge a whole train for 450 Brownies!  
May is a PGL Pack Holiday to Liddington, 
and July is our giant County Fun Day/
Sleepover at Cornbury Park.  Then in 
the autumn we will probably do another 
Pack Holiday and then a Family Fun Day 
at Heythrop Zoological Gardens.

Brownie numbers: we have a full unit 
on Wednesdays so can only offer places 
for Monday Brownies at present.

Also, hopefully everybody by now has 
seen the Rag Bag Recycling Bin that we 
have organized and placed outside the 

village hall.  
This is for 
any clothing, 
t e x t i l e s , 
s h o e s , 

handbags and accessories.  Please place 
any unwanted items in the rag-bag bags 
available from the Post Office or Village 
Hall or by contacting Caroline on 07890-
629001 or otherwise any other plastic 
bag; but please no loose items.  All the 
proceeds will be going to the Village 
Hall Regeneration Fund, so again, many 
thanks for supporting this good cause.

A big thank you to Funds for Finstock 
for the £100 donation!

Finstock Rainbows meet in the village 
hall on Wednesdays from 4.45 until 
5.45pm.

Rainbows are for girls aged between 
5 and 7; to put your daughter’s name on 
our waiting list to join, please contact Amy 
Booth on 824190 or ajb5@btinternet.
com.

Finstock Brownies meet in the village 
hall on Mondays and Wednesdays from 
6pm until 7.30pm.  Brownies are for 
girls aged between 7 and 11.  Contact 
Caroline Booth on 07890-629001 or 
caroline0booth@btinternet.com to 
add your daughter to our units.  (At the 
moment places are only available on 
Mondays.)

Appreciating Chambertin
“I forget the name of the place; I forget 

the name of the girl; but the wine was 
Chambertin” Hilaire Belloc

Chambertin is the largest commune 
in Burgundy.  Its wines are strong, dark, 
complex and robust.

Classic Chambertin is typically deeper 
in colour, firmer in body and more tannic 
in structure than most red Burgundy.  
The best can develop into the richest, 
most complete and long-lived Pinot Noir 
wine in the world.  It is said that tasting 
Chambertin next to other wines makes 
you wonder whether all winemakers are 
using the same ingredients of grapes, soil, 
sky and cellar.

Tradition has it that a far-sighted 
peasant called Bertin recognized the 
success of the monks of Beze, purchased 
the adjoining plot of land to their vineyard, 
and planted it with vines.  This came to 
be known as the Champ de Bertin, and 
on his death as Champ Bertin, and finally, 
Chambertin.

Napoleon’s lifelong wine of choice was 
Chambertin.  His army carried barrels of it 
wherever he went: to Italy, Spain, Austria 
and beyond.  Following the French army’s 
retreat from Russia in 1812, Napoleon 
lamented not just the humiliating defeat, 
but cursed the Cossacks for confiscating 
his cherished hoard of Chambertin.  He 
once said: “Nothing makes the future 
look so rosy as to contemplate it through 
a glass of Chambertin.”

I should explain at this point that 
watering down wine is illegal for 
French winemakers, and in the case of 
Burgundy such a practice would border 
on the sacrilegious.  It comes as a shock, 
therefore, to discover that Napoleon 
drank Chambertin diluted with 50% 
water, thereby destroying the delicate 
balance and complexity of the wine, an 
exercise as pointless as it is possible to 
imagine.  It was not a crime, but perhaps 
it should have been.

 Osiris

The British & Irish Wild 
Flora Suppliers List

Small and larger businesses are 
listed on the Flora locale Suppliers List. 
Increasing public awareness has proved 
a boost to many in 2013.

www.floralocale.org/page24182 (Flora 
locale E Update Autumn/Winter 2013/14)

ajb5@btinternet.com
ajb5@btinternet.com
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NEW FINSTOCK 
WEBSITE

A  new site is in development and 
will be located at finstock.org.uk.  It’s 
currently in the ‘beta testing’ stage - 
meaning feedback is required before 
the final version goes live.  That means 
we need YOU!

Find the site at https://finstock-village.
squarespace.com and have a look 
around.  Can you see errors?  Is something 
missing?  Can you see the site properly 
on your iPad, iPhone, Android phone 
or home computer?  Is it easy to use?  
Please email the answers (and any other 
comments) to finstockweb@gmail.com.  
We’ll use your feedback to perfect the 
site before going live at finstock.org.uk.

Thanks!
 Su Starling

Easter report from your District Councillor

I am writing this when the rains seem 
never to stop and there are still flood 
alerts around the country.

In West Oxfordshire, the actual flood 
damage has been much less severe than 
in 2007 with about a dozen houses and 
several business premises affected.  The 
measures taken by the District Council in 
partnership with the Environment Agency 
have made a real difference but there is 
more work to be done.

In particular, Thames Water are under 
severe pressure from WODC to solve the 
localised flooding and sewage overflows 
that are occurring regularly here in 
Finstock and in several other locations 
in the District.

Work has begun in Finstock at the 
time of writing but we will need to 
wait and see whether the problem has 
been completely resolved later.  I am 
involved personally in this campaign to 
ensure that Thames Water fulfils their 
obligations.  Their customer service 
operation leaves much to be desired and 
it seems that constant pressure on the 
senior management is the only route to 
a positive outcome.

This time of the year sees the annual 
budget process that results in the setting 
of our council tax for the next twelve 
months.  WODC passed their budget in 
February which freezes their portion of 
council tax for the fourth year running.  
The budget allows for all grants to 
voluntary bodies and services to be 
maintained.  This means our level of 

council tax is the second lowest in the 
country.

This is a noteworthy achievement in 
these times of public finance austerity.  
The Council has managed this by cutting 
the cost of what they do and being more 
efficient.  It is simple but has proved very 
effective.

The next year will see the roll-out of 
high speed broadband across the District.  
The County Council in association with 
BT are funding around 88% of properties 
and WODC will invest £1.6m in reaching 
as many of the more isolated rural areas.  
This is a much needed investment for 
businesses, tourist development and 
personal use.

Finally, this next year the village will 
be applying for grants and loans from 
WODC and many other organisations 
to support the Village Hall regeneration 
and the village shop extension.  These are 
two major projects for a small village to 
undertake.  However, I am confident that 
we will succeed because of the energy 
and commitment that so many people 
are prepared to give to make things 
happen.  But we all must contribute 
wherever and however we can.

If you wish to contact me, please call 
on 868004. Hywel Davies

District Councillor

West Oxfordshire 
Community Safety 

Partnership
has a new Facebook page. Our 

Facebook presence will replace our 
old website. Updates will be added 
regularly so please ‘like’ us to stay in touch 
with what is happening. https://www.
facebook.com/saferwestoxon.

ChoC films
Sunday April 13th In The House
Sunday May 11th A Late Quartet
(Memorial Hall, 7.30pm - doors and bar 
6.45pm; Cert.15.) Tickets, £5.
 www.chocfilms.info

New emergency unit 
providing vital service
There is a new emergency unit in 

Witney which enables patients to be 
treated closer to home, helping to ease 
pressure at Oxford’s John Radcliffe 
Hospital.  The unit is run by Oxford 
Health NHS Trust and provides 24/7 
care at the site of Witney Community 
Hospital in Welch Way, and includes 
an assessment centre with five beds, 
physiotherapy room, isolation room and 
kitchen.  Patients are referred to the Unit 
by GP’s or healthcare professionals and 
are given a full assessment, diagnosis and 
treatment.

Well Hill Community 
Project

We would like to thank Cornbury 
Estate for supplying walling stone to repair 
the dry stone wall.  We would also like to 
thank Hilltop Garden Centre for donating 
a bench to sit on this site.

 Peter Bramley

This year,
Be a Name,

NoT a NumBer
At Eynsham Hall Health & Fitness Club, it is 

our objective to welcome our members into an 
environment of informality and relaxation.

There is not a requirement to commit 
towards a long term contract.

We are open as follows:–

•	 6.30am to 9.30pm, during the week and

•	 7.30am to 7.30pm at the weekend.

Full membership is available 
from just £31 per month!

(figure based on full dual membership)

For morE dETAils EmAil
C.pArsons@EynsHAmHAll.Com

or CAll 01993 885 207

WWW.EynsHAmHAll.Com

https://finstock-village.squarespace.com
https://finstock-village.squarespace.com
https://www.facebook.com/saferwestoxon
https://www.facebook.com/saferwestoxon


12

THE SPRING GARDEN

One of my favourite 
March flowers is the Lent 
lily, (Narcissus pseudo 
narcissus) a 5” high wild 
daffodil nicknamed the 
daffydowndilly.  I grow 
them under my fruit 
trees and look forward to 
them appearing, heralding 
the arrival of warmer 
weather.  This daffodil 
was first recorded in England 1570.  Its 
distribution was all over the country 
and was growing in such profusion 
close to London, country women 
came to Cheapside to sell bunches 
in the streets and all the taverns 
were decked out with this flower.  By 
the 1930’s it was found remaining 
in only in widely separated areas of 
South Devon, pockets in the Black 
mountains of Wales, in the lanes of 
East Cornwall, along road and canal 
sides in Somerset and stretches of 
Gloucestershire-Herefordshire border.  
In the 1930’s the area around Newent, 
Dymock and Ledbury was known as 
the golden triangle and the GWR ran 
“Daffodil Specials”, from London for 
tourists who bought souvenir bunches, 
to take back to the ‘smoke’.  After 
World War II, when I was about four 
years of age, I remember hosts of these 
bright yellow flowers in the orchards 
of Herefordshire and helped pick large 
bunches for 6d.  (For walkers the eight-
mile daffodil walk of the area around 

Newent can be obtained 
from the Ledbury Tourist 
Office.)

I  a l s o  g r o w  t h e 
Snakeshead fritillary 
(Fritillaria meleagris), 
native in Britain since post-
glacial times: sometimes 
called the guinea-hen 
flower, chequered lily (due 
to the diced red/purple 

flowers) or Leper lily as it resembled 
the shape of the bells lepers had to 
carry.  I naturalize them in the grass 
under trees.  The nodding heads 
provide a fine sight at this time of year 
and the attractive capsules spread lots 
of seed.  They used to be commonly 
found in the moist meadows of the 
Thames Valley, and the flowers used 
to be picked and sold in Oxford.

That was in the days before World 
War II, when the meadows were 
grazed from August to February and 
then left to grow a hay crop in July.  
This gave the fritillaries the chance 
to grow, flower and shed their fully 
ripened seeds.  This cycle is denied 
them by modern farming practices.  An 
exception is in Ducklington meadows 
where you can still walk amongst 
them, when open on Fritillary Sunday.  
You can also see them in meadows 
at Magdalen College in Oxford and 
North Meadow National Reserve near 
Cricklade. Robert Bigwood

News from the 
Cornbury Park Team

This spring we are hosting two charity 
events in aid of ROSY (Respite nursing 
for Oxfordshire’s Sick Youngsters): on 
Saturday April 26th there is a 30 mile 
sponsored walk and Sunday May 11th 
sees the return of the popular Stately 
Car Boot Sale.  The car boot sale runs 
from 9am to 1pm and will feature over 
100 upmarket stalls offering top end bric-
a-brac, furniture, indoor décor and soft 
furnishing, vintage and as-new designer 
clothing and refreshments.  It’s a great 
morning out to bag a bargain.  Pitches 
cost £50 and entrance is £5 for adults 
with children under 16 free.  Entry is only 
via the Finstock/Southill entrance.  For 
further information, please email ali@
beevisfarm.co.uk.

On May 17th, Cornbury Park plays 
host to the Monster Race, one of the 
toughest 5k and 10k obstacle races you 
will come across.  The race features 
woodland, undulating open spaces 
and water.  This year’s Monster Race is 
in partnership with Helen & Douglas 
House Children’s Hospice.  See www.
monsterrace.co.uk for more details and 
registration.

Follow us on Twitter @CornburyPark 
and at Facebook.com/CornburyPark, or 
get in touch by emailing estate@cpark.
co.uk, phoning on 01608-811276, or 
signing up for alerts at www.cornburypark.
co.uk.

Rate relief
WODC agreed to implement the 

Government scheme to provide up to £1,000 
of annual rate relief during 2014-15 and 2015-
16 to businesses occupying retail properties 
with a rateable value of £50,000 or less. 
There are 760 retailers in West Oxfordshire 
that could benefit and the total amount of 
relief provided could reach more than £1m in 
the two-year period.

Further information about business rates 
and business support provided by the Council 
can be found at www.westoxon.gov.uk/
business. Alternatively, call 861000.

ali@beevisfarm.co.uk
ali@beevisfarm.co.uk
www.monsterrace.co.uk
www.monsterrace.co.uk
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