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We wish to thank Barbara Pensom for her many contributions to the newsletter.  She was a founding member of the Finstock 
News when it was formed over 13 years ago.  During this time she has contributed many articles including the Parish Council 
reports.  She has performed the final proof-reading of our copy and supported the newsletter at every opportunity.  Now 

that she is stepping down from the Editorial Committee we do hope that she will still send us the occasional article.  Barbara, please 
accept our heartfelt thanks for all the work that you have done in support of the Finstock News.

VILLAGE SURVEY: 
SUMMARY OF MEETING

A meeting held on January 24th received the digest of 
responses to the Survey issue in 2012.  A quarter of villagers 
completed the questionnaire and this was an opportunity 
to comment on how valued features of Finstock should be 
preserved and developed.  Twenty people attended the 
meeting.

The Localism Act requires councils to collect information 
to contribute to a Local Plan for development in West 
Oxfordshire; members of the Parish council introduced 
findings and proposals.

Village amenities: Mike Woodfield
Although some facilities are used by only certain villagers, 

e.g. school and church, many value their existence as 
enhancing the quality of life.  The shop and the pub are 
considered important.

Village Hall: Derek Bennett
Opinion is inclined to a limited development of the 

existing building but suggestions included greater use by 
clubs.

Funding: Julie Stringfellow
Most are willing to pay more through the rates to improve 

the Hall; some thought a new building would be easier to 
promote.

Housing: Shaun Morley
Most supported filling gaps and small-scale development 

but opposed large-scale plans.  Anxieties were raised about 
infrastructure – roads, water, etc.  Respondents thought 
small-scale building on the field next to Witney Road or the 
High Street acceptable, but not elsewhere.

Some new housing is desirable with better parking and 
improved leisure opportunities.  Your Parish Council is ready 
to facilitate your suggestions for improvements to village life.

 Barbara Pensom

PARISH COUNCIL NOTES

The village is buzzing with activity and your Parish Council 
has been busy responding to the findings of the survey 
presented to the public in January.

At the Council meetings on January 28th and February 25th 
however, routine business was considered before moving to the 
more momentous items.  This included a visit from our local 
policeman, PCSO Wesley Smith, who invited us to sign up for 
free crime alerts (www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk) although there 
is little cause for alarm in Finstock.  Thieves have been stealing 
catalytic converters from 4x4 vehicles, and young smokers on 
the sports field and the school playground have been abusive 
when approached.

•	 the new village website is up and running – please see page 
10 for details;

•	 it is hoped that a new team can be found to use the sports 
field (at a cost of £35-£45 per time).  This would entail 
increased grass-cutting costs unless local volunteer labour 
can be found;

•	 the salt-bins were not refilled by OCC after the initial 
snowfall but the Village Link volunteers were thanked for 
keeping the roads cleared and the village open;

•	 as a result of the tireless efforts of individual residents and 
the intervention of Cllr.Davies, Thames Water has been 
summoned to a meeting with WODC officers to explain 
their failure to solve the problem of sewage in Dark Lane 
(which affects three other parishes in West Oxon too);

•	 a music festival, initiated by the Local History Society will 
take place on May 24th with the erection of a traditional 
bower on Well Hill and featuring traditional village music on 
fiddle, pipe and tabor - please see full report on page 7;

•	 burial fees payable to the Parish Council are to rise by two 
percent;

•	 the new gates for the playground (to keep out stray dogs) 
have been ordered but bad weather prevented their early 
installation.  Wood chippings have been renewed and the 
RoSPA inspection will take place in June;
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Tel: 0845 458 2980  
Mobile: 07976 261850

Email: tctrees@btinternet.com  
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery 
company with the 

integrity you can trust.
All combined aspects of Arboriculture
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	 0	 .	 VILLAGE EVENTS 	 0	 .
The Mighty Wurlitzer

Acclaimed Oxford ensemble The Mighty Wurlitzer performs original music 
(gypsy/funk) to two short Charlie Chaplin films in Finstock Village Hall on 
Saturday April 27th.  Plus vintage cartoons, bar and a black and white dress theme.  
The full proceeds from the bar will be donated to the Village Hall.  Reserve tickets 
in advance or buy on the door if available.  Doors open at 8pm and the film starts at 
8.30; £7 / 5 / 3 (children); booking: 869004 or email susannastarling@gmail.com.

Funds for Finstock

We are holding a Mammoth Spring Garage Sale on Sunday April 14th from 10-
2pm.  Register soon!  Teas and face painting in the Village Hall; maps on sale for 
£1.  Registration fees go to the FFF, tea sales go to the Brownies and Rainbows, face 
painting by a Finstock resident.  Thanks for participating in this village event.

Pictures on the theme of “Finstock through the Year” for the 2014 village 
calendar should be submitted to me by July 1st in landscape format, in colour on 
high quality paper, high resolution, and 7x5 in size.  Please include your name, address 
and telephone number (on the envelope: NOT on the PHOTO).  Try to keep photos 
local to Finstock.  Our panel of judges will then choose 12 or 13 pictures for the 2014 
calendar.  Thanks for your support.

 Carol Hughes Tel: 868710; 119 High Street; email carol846@btinternet.com.

FINSTOCK CHURCH PLANT AND BOOK SALE
Saturday May 11th at 10am in the Finstock Village Hall.
Once again, we’re holding our Spring Plant and Book Sale, and looking forward to 

seeing you all there.  As I write this in early March, it is hard to believe we will ever 
see the back of winter but we hope by May, things will have improved considerably 
and allow you to take the opportunity to join us and buy some plants and books for 
your summer enjoyment.  Also, we are always very grateful for donations of books 
and plants.

There will be no sales before 10am; but Gordon’s plants do go quickly so it’s worth 
being there at the start.  Of course, there are also plenty of other plants and books.  
Contact Elizabeth 868203 or Ursula 868802.

Finstock Local History Society

Friday April 19th: Blenheim: from the inside.  John Forster, the Archivist to His 
Grace the Duke of Marlborough, will 
present new research which has opened up 
a new, unsuspected and fascinating story 
of the 7th Duchess, a remarkable woman, 
not the least part of which is the enormous 
influence she had in shaping Sir Winston 
Churchill, her grandson, who spent much 
time in his youth and early years in her 
care at Blenheim.
Friday May 24th Traditional Music and 
Musicians in 19th Century Wychwood

Keith Chandler will introduce us to 
the traditional music and musicians of 
19th century Wychwood.  Finstock was 
a centre for musicians in the early 1800’s 
in West Oxfordshire.

Meetings are generally held on the 
third Friday of the month at 8pm in the 
Village Hall, Finstock.  Members free; 
non-members £2.50.

North Leigh History Group

April 2nd Family History. A Talk by 
Tony Hadland
May 7th Whitsun Ales (speaker to be 
confirmed)

Meetings at 7.30pm North Leigh 
Memorial Hall.  Visitors £2.50, Members 
free.  All welcome.  Contact Diana Power 
882301 for further details.

Good Companions

On Saturday December 15th we had 
our Christmas party.  It was a good party 
with everyone enjoying themselves.  I 
invited a few from the Leafield Evergreen 
Club to join us.  The meal was excellent 
as usual; our thanks to Sara and Donna.  
The entertainment was good and we all 
had a sing-a-long.  Thanks to Horace 
for his hospitality.  We do appreciate him 
letting us have our party there.  Thanks 
to Daisy for her help again.  We made 
£131 on the raffle, which is a start for this 
year’s Christmas party.  Hopefully we can 
raise more money through the year for this 
annual event. Eileen Peters

The Soldiers of 
Oxfordshire (SOFO)

The Trust is building its museum in 
the grounds of The Oxfordshire Museum 
in Woodstock.  With over 3,500 objects 
and a history that starts with the Hill 
Forts of Oxfordshire, the new Museum 
will offer inspiring opportunities for all 
visitors especially families and schools 
to explore the county’s role in conflict 
both here and around the world.  We are 
looking for new Friends and volunteers 
to join us.  To find out more about the 
Project please contact us via our website 
or email:  museumdirector@sofo.org.uk.  
Tel: 813832.

An exhibition about POW experiences 
is planned and the museum is seeking 
first-hand accounts, memorabilia, written 
memoirs, photos, letters, and other items 
relating to POW’s.  We want to tell the 
story of local men held in POW camps, 
and of how the influx of German and 
Italian POW’s also affected life in the 
county.  Please contact Sue Cross on 
813832, email us at admin@sofo.org.
uk, or write to Soldiers of Oxfordshire 
Museum, The Old Tannery, Hensington 
Road, Woodstock OX20 1JL.

museumdirector@sofo.org.uk
admin@sofo.org.uk
admin@sofo.org.uk


CroCkford Builders
35 sChool road, finstoCk, oxon OX7 3DN

EST 1973

New builds, Extensions, Renovations,

Dry or mortar stone walling,

Groundwork, Hard landscaping,

Natural Stone slate specialists, 

Re-roofing,
General Maintenance.

All building work undertaken Domestic & Commercial

Call William on

01993 868 617 OR 07817248329
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Parish notes  [contd from p.1]
•	Julian Stewart reported on action taken 

on behalf of a group of dog-walkers 
(WOOF) who use the footpaths daily 
and was thanked for this initiative.  
Please see full report on page 11.
The Localism Act has given parish 

councils some increase in power to act 
through the ‘parish precept’ (the agreed 
sum added to the local community 
charge for parish purposes).

Ours has been among the lowest in 
the county and it was agreed to increase 
this by 25% in order to maintain existing 
services; however, some charitable giving 
will have to be cut back.  The Parish 
Council also has a duty to represent the 
separate groups in the village and co-
ordinate their differing interests for the 
good of the whole community.  As the 
only statutory (official) voice of the civil 
parish, the council has the ability to speak 
to others on behalf of Finstock.

Well Hill Woodland Project
This exciting activity, supported by 

the Parish Council, but enthusiastically 
undertaken and carried out by volunteers, 
has been the creation of a pleasant 
woodland site on the lower side of Well 
Hill.  Paul Hodkinson professionally 
supervised the felling and removal of 
unwanted trees and a grant for 105 new 
saplings (native species) was received from 
the Woodland Trust.  A further private 
donation will enable more to be planted 
in the spring and it is hoped to plant 
woodland flowers.  The local Brownies 
and Scouts will be invited to participate in 

this.  A path has been created from wood 
chippings and another is planned at the 
top alongside the hedge.  Thirteen bird 
boxes have been put up and have already 
been inspected by future residents! The 
well, unearthed by local historians will be 
safely fenced and eventually two metal 
benches will be installed.  There is more 
work to be done and a working party in 
June is planned to clear nettles etc.

Volunteer labourers are invited to turn 
out again.  It is hoped that eventually 
this pleasant corner will be enjoyed by 
everyone.

Village Hall
The building itself and the site where 

it stands are the property, and therefore 
the responsibility, of the Parish Council.  
The maintenance and running of the 
Hall have been delegated to the Village 
Hall Committee (also called Trustees).  
The future of the Hall has been under 
consideration for some time and the 
following suggestions were raised by the 
Village Survey.

1.  Sell the present building, or the site, 
and build elsewhere.  But the sum 
thus raised would be unlikely to 
cover a completely new building 
and a suitable site would need to 
be found.  A new Hall on the sports 
field would take up room needed 
for a full-sized pitch or diminish the 
playground space for the school: 
these options are not acceptable.  No 
alternative grant of land from a private 
landowner is forthcoming and the 
parish owns no other land.

2.  Retain and refurbish the present 
building.  This is the option chosen 
and a working group (of Councillors 
and Trustees) has already been 
formed to take this forward, including 
how to raise the necessary money.  
The Survey showed an overwhelming 
willingness to raise some of this 
through the Parish Precept and grants 
are also likely to be available.  An 
architect has been consulted and 
exciting new ideas were announced, 
including the creation of a more 
accessible entrance at the side, with 
an upgraded kitchen and a new 
window to be created where the 
present entrance is, to take advantage 
of the view down the valley.  Improved 
insulation, rewiring and refurbishment 
work will be planned to interfere as 
little as possible with regular users.

Work to ensure the well-being of the 
community is ongoing and councillors 
are committed to facilitating the work of 
special interest groups such as WOOF 
and the Well Hill Project.

There is always more to be done to 
keep Finstock a good place to live in 
and we can all be a part of it.  Parish 
Council meetings, which all parishioners 
are welcome to attend, are held in the 
Village Hall on the fourth Monday of most 
months at 8pm.

 Barbara Pensom
More details will be forthcoming in 

the next issue of the Finstock News.

Finstock Toddler 
Group is Back!

After considerable interest over the last 
few months, we have decided to open 
the doors once again to babies, toddlers 
and their parents and carers.  The day has 
been changed to Wednesdays, starting 
from April 17th, at 10am in the Village 
Hall.  Please do come along and join 
in the fun.  Everybody is welcome; it’s 
a great opportunity to get to know the 
people in your local area and there are 
plenty of toys and activities to keep the 
children busy.  For £1.50 per family, what 
more could you want? We hope to see 
you there!

P.S.  There will be freshly baked cakes 
available too; now how can you possibly 
say no?  If you would like any further 
information, call Caroline on 868430.
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THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Andy Compton 868271 Member
Sean Connolly 868561 Member
Nicky Higgins 868425 Proofing
Tony Hirtenstein 868600 Layout
Joy Murphy 868575 Editor

Joy.nick@gmail.com
Barbara Wells 868776 Distribution
John Wells 868776 Advertising

Photographs thanks to staff members and 
others.

Read the Finstock News online at sites.
google.com/site/finstocknewsonline; join 
the Finstock Yahoo group – groups.yahoo.
com/group/finstock; or write to us at 63 
High Street, Finstock Oxon OX7 3DA.

 – en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finstock

Plan ahead – Know the deadlines
Issue Deadline
Feb/Mar First of January
April/May First of March
June/July First of May
August/September First of July
October/November First of September
December/January First of November

Please keep articles short.  As space 
is limited, the Editors reserve the 
right to shorten long pieces in the 

interest of balance.   Finstock News 
does not necessarily share the views 

expressed in readers’ letters.

YOUR LOCAL DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Highlights for the 2013/14 budget for 

West Oxfordshire District Council are:–

•	 A freeze in council tax for the third 
year running;

•	 All frontline services protected;
•	 Continued support grants for the 

voluntary sector;
•	 Delivering an incremental £420,000 

of efficiency savings;
•	 Maintain the  policy of free parking.

In comparison to many councils 
around the country, this is a remarkable 
performance in prudent management 
of our money.

Unfortunately, other recipients of 
our council tax (the County Council, 
Thames Valley Police and the Parish) 
have not been able to match this, so 
you will see a very small increase in 
your bill for next year.

The Directors of the Village Shop 
are introducing a very special wine 
offer which means that if you buy six 
bottles from the Oxford Wine range 
in one purchase, you will enter a free 
draw to win six bottles free.  This offer 
has been made possible through the 

kind sponsorship of Jon Oldham at 
the Royal Oak, Ramsden.  This is an 
excellent development that should help 
to promote wine sales for our much 
valued Village Shop.

Secondly, there are plans to form a 
wine tasting group in the village and 
any interested parties should contact 
Sean Connolly (sean90@gmail.com) or 
myself for details.  This is an opportunity 
to learn about wine and have some fun.

The recent Village Survey indicated 
a widespread desire to improve our 
Village Hall.  The Parish Council and 
the hall management committee have 
formed a group to push forward on this 
project to re-vamp the existing building 
and facilities so that we can enjoy the 
only communal facility in the village.  
Anyone with professional expertise in 
this kind of development who can make 
a contribution would be very welcome.  
Please contact Shaun Morley (morley.
shaun@gmail.com) or myself.

As par t of a Council Scrutiny 
Committee, I have requested a meeting 
with Thames Water about the problems 
in Dark Lane.  This will be with a senior 
member of their staff and I plan to 
ensure that the sewage problems are 
resolved properly, at last.  I will report 
back in the next issue on progress.

Finally, there will be elections for the 
County Council on May 2nd.

Any issues you have please do not 
hesitate to contact me.

Hywel Davies District Councillor
41 School Rd, Finstock

Tel: 868004;
Hywel.davies7@btinternet.com

Going away? Royal Mail has a 
Keepsafe service that will hold your 
mail until you get back: www.royalmail.
com/keepsafe

Pink Ribbon Walk, raising funds 
for the charity Breast Cancer Care, will 
take place on Saturday May 11th. To 
register visit pinkribbonwalk.org.uk or 
Tel: 0870-145-0101.

County Councillor Note
As of May 2nd I shall no longer be 

your County Councillor.  This saddens 
me as I have grown to care a great 
deal for the community of Finstock.  
The change is due to the Boundary 
Commission re-drawing electoral 
boundaries.  In fact, the number of 
County Councillors will drop from 74 
to 64; i.e. fewer Councillors, bigger 
electorate.

I should like to thank all those 
people I have come into contact with, 
especially the members of the Parish 
Council, for their warmth and help in 
dealing with Parish issues.

In conclusion, it has been a privilege 
to represent Finstock and I wish you all 
the very best for the future.

Neil Owen County Councillor

The British Library  has 
digitised 25,000 medieval manuscripts. 
Free. www.bl.uk/manuscripts.

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://www.artweeks.org
morley.shaun@gmail.com
morley.shaun@gmail.com
www.royalmail.com/keepsafe
www.royalmail.com/keepsafe


Finstock 
cattery

Proprietors Julie & John Stoney

*LUXURY BOARDING

*SPACIOUS HEATED PENS

*PERSONAL CARE

*INSPECTION INVITED

8 Wards Lane, Finstock, Oxon OX7 3BP

Tel: 01993 868413

finstockcattery@aol.com

Dog walking

Finstock resident

Dog home boarding

Small animal boarding

Cat home visits

Insured and police-checked
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SMALL ADS
(All numbers start with 01993 unless otherwise stated)

Decorator & Tradesman - House & 
Home Services
Painting and Decorating. Maintenance 
and Repairs. Help around the home. 
Reliable Local Tradesman.

Richard Buck, Elbie House,
East End, North Leigh, OX29 6PX

Tel: 880166; Mob - 07791-046583

Kings Cleaning Services (Est. 40 
years) Solar panels – conservatories – 
UPVC frames and fascia – gutters and 
window cleaning. Fully insured.
Ring 882727 for a professional and 
reliable service.

Line ads are charged at 20p per word, payment in advance.  
Please contact: John Wells on 868776. We will no longer be accepting inserts for the newsletter.

Looking for Childcare?
Call Finstock Childminder, Caroline 
Stevenson on 868430
Excellent Ofsted report is available on 
request or online.

Elbie House Bed & Breakfast 
Accommodation

Four Star Silver Award
Lovely ensuite rooms to accommodate 
your visiting friends or family.

Mandy Buck, East End,
North Leigh OX29 6PX

www.cotswoldbreak.co.uk; mandy@
cotswoldbreak.co.uk
Tel: 880166; Mob - 07791-241905

Maraedy Hair Co, Sheep Street, 
Charlbury OX7 3RR 
Ladies, gents, little ones and not so little 
ones, Call us for your next appointment
Tel: 01608 819269

OFSTED registered childminder 
available in Finstock.
Please contact Amy Crockford 868617

Use the Village Hall for your next 
event.  Contact Sue Salter on 868647.

Parties catered for, weddings, 
birthdays, suppers, etc.
Contact Marvina George Tel. 868190

This term we are concentrating on the 
great outdoors.  At the time of writing we 
are preparing for the investiture of the new 
Scouts and presentation of the Scouts 
Gold for some.  The ceremonies will take 
place at Minster Lovell ruins at night and 
will be illuminated by milk bottle lanterns 
that we have made for the occasion, as 
well as candles that we are making this 
week.  We will continue with our nature 
recognition and go on our first major hike 
of the year, a little later than usual but the 
weather stopped us from going earlier.  It’s 
not the weather that concerned us but 
the damage that 40 people in a group 
would do to the already ruined footpaths 

in the area.
We have completed the global 

challenge with our Skype link up with 
7th Milton Scouts from Ontario, Canada 
and the exchanging of letters and gifts.  
The scouts are determined to make this a 
regular thing and they are in the process 
of creating a Scouts Blog so they can 
keep each other informed of their plans 
and achievements.  They also enjoyed 
hearing about the Canadian troop’s winter 
camp.  They camped in temperatures as 
low	as	-20˚C	and	were	overwhelmed	by	
a freezing flood across their camp site 
that was created when the river froze 
and formed a natural dam.  This is all very 

Scout and About

exciting, but after all it is Canada and they 
are used to it.

Things are moving at a pace towards 
summer and camping season for us; we 
have County Camp in July and hope to 
have a small local green field and survival 
camp topped off with either a residential 
or camp in August, hopefully on Exmoor.

Andy Compton, Langel Troop
wbsglangel@btinternet.com

lifeasascoutleaderblogspot.co.uk

West Oxon
Handyman & Home 
Improvement Services

Electrical / Plumbing / Flooring / 
Decorating / Tiling / Woodwork
Flat pack furniture / Decking & 
Garden maintenance

Quality finish Fully insured
No job too small All jobs considered

For a free quote call 01993 868725 
or 07717-878323

Email: westoxonhandyman@
hotmail.co.uk

The Cotswold Line Promotion Group 
(for rail travellers) has a new website: 
clpg.org.uk.
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My Environment service will help 
people find all the information they 
need in one place to make it easier to 
explore, understand, enjoy, and protect 
the natural environment in England.  
www.naturalengland.org.uk/advice/
myenvironment/default.aspx.

What has nature 
ever done for us?

How money really does grow on trees, 
by Tony Juniper

“No matter how clever our financial 
systems, impressive our rates of economic 
growth or sophisticated our technology, 
there is no place to move to should we 
degrade our biosphere to the point where 
it can no longer meet our needs and sustain 
our economies,” warns Juniper.  “The 
solution is to see nature for what it really is: 
a controller of disease, a recycler of waste, 
and a mighty carbon capture and storage 
system.  If we get that message, we might 
yet save ourselves.”

www.guardian.co.uk/books/2013/
jan/20/what-has-nature-juniper-review

Cats in gardens
The mere presence of a cat in a garden 

can hamper nesting attempts.  Blackbirds 
have been found to deliver less food to 
their young when a cat is around, and 
the commotion caused by defending their 
nests can attract other predators, such as 
members of the crow family.

Saving energy
Information you can trust from the 

Energy Saving Trust is your first stop for 
independent and impartial advice about 
how to save energy and money in your 
home.  www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/

Energy monitors can help you cut 
your energy usage and save up to £80 a 
year.  Rainwater harvesting allows you to 
water your garden, wash the patio or fill 
a pond.  Green plugs (around £10) detect 
when your battery is full or your mobile 
isn’t connected and shuts off the power 
accordingly.  A remote control mains 
socket set (around £15) could save £40 a 
year.  Solar chargers (around £12) generate 
free electricity to charge your phone or 
other gadgets.  www.uswitch.com/

Ecoegg (£19.99 for up to 720 washes) 
saves you so much money that you 
never buy washing detergent again.  It is 
hypoallergenic – great for sensitive skin; 
supported by Allergy UK.  See also Eco 
dryer egg, which reduces the time it takes 
to dry your clothes by up to 28%.

 www.ecoegg.com/

Feeding birds
By offering a range of bird foods in your 

garden, you will increase the number of 
species visiting:

•	 Fruit lovers (pears, apples, raisins, 
sultanas): Bullfinch, Robin, Thrush, 
Wren, Starling, Blackbird and Fieldfare.

•	 Seed eaters: Bullfinch, Chaffinch, 
Dunnock, Great Tit, Greenfinch, House 
Sparrow, Long-tailed Tit, Nuthatch, 
Robin, Siskin, Thrush, Wren, Coal Tit, 
Blackbird, Goldfinch, Blue Tit, Starling, 
Collared Dove and Pigeons.

•	 Niger seed: Dunnock, Greenfinch, 
Siskin, Goldfinch.

•	 Fats: Chaffinch, Great Tit, House 
Sparrow, Long-tailed Tit, Nuthatch, 
Robin, Coal Tit, Blackbird, Blue Tit, 
Starling and Jackdaw.

•	 Peanuts: Dunnock, Great Tit, House 
Sparrow, Long-tailed Tit, Nuthatch, 
Siskin, Coal Tit, Blue Tit, Starlings, 
Jay, Woodpeckers and Jackdaw.

•	 Magpies will eat just about anything, 
if given the chance.

COUNTRYSIDE CONSERVATION
April has put the spirit of youth in everything

 William Shakespeare

Open Farm Sunday 
on June 9th!

Woodcraft Walk Saturday April 
6th, 11am and 2pm.  Join Talking Trail 
producer Alistair Will and artists Ben 
Willis and Nick Garnett for a guided walk 
around the Trail and a creative workshop 
at the Aston Rowant National Nature 
Reserve, just off the A40 between Lewknor 
and Stokenchurch, nearest postcode HP14 
3YL.  Nick Garnett produced three of 
the sculptures on the Talking Trail, and 
will be helping people to make their own 
temporary 3D creations at this event.  Ben 
Willis will be sharing his knowledge of 
traditional green wood-working, using a 
pole lathe to turn chair legs as bodgers once 
did across the Chiltern woodlands.  Come 
and have a go!  All enquiries or bookings: 
Alistair Will, 07920-180710, alistair@
outdoorculture.com.

Bag-2-School
Firstly, we would like to say a huge 

‘thank you!’ to all of you that helped us 
to raise money for our village school. It is 
very much appreciated.

As you will probably remember we held 
a collection back in October 2012, when 
we asked you to ‘bag up’ any unwanted, 
good quality clothing and shoes, and drop 
them off at the school. These bags were 
collected and weighed, and we were paid 
30p per kilo!

Because this was such a success 
we have decided to organise another 
collection on Friday May 17th. This is a 
great opportunity to have a sort out whilst 
helping your local school raise much 
needed funds.

Bag-2-School will accept all good 
quality second hand clothing, shoes, 
bedding, curtains, belts, handbags and 
soft toys (no bric-a-brac, off cuts, carpet, 
duvets or pillows please). Please drop off 
any bags to the school car park by 9am 
on Friday, May 17th.

Many thanks for supporting Finstock 
Primary School.

 Friends of Finstock School

Sculpture in the Vineyard May 11th-19th 
at Bothy Vineyard, Frilford Heath, OX13 
6QW www.scantleburysculpturecare.com 
kindly supporting the work of Oxfordshire 
Nature Conservation Forum (ONCF)

www.naturalengland.org.uk/advice/myenvironment/default.aspx
www.naturalengland.org.uk/advice/myenvironment/default.aspx
www.naturalengland.org.uk/advice/myenvironment/default.aspx
www.guardian.co.uk/books/2013/jan/20/what-has-nature-juniper-review
www.guardian.co.uk/books/2013/jan/20/what-has-nature-juniper-review
www.uswitch.com/
www.scantleburysculpturecare.com


Telephone : 01993 868540 / 01608 811484 
www.harrisandthompson.co.uk 

Harris & Thompson 
PAINTERS   AND   DECORATORS 

 

Harris & Thompson is the premier Painting and 
Decorating company based in the heart of the 
Cotswolds.  
We have a reputation for producing and delivering 
exciting and high quality workmanship. 
Whether its a small room or commercial Property 
or even a country home, Harris & Thompson Are 
first choice for all your decorating needs. 
We offer a 12 months guarantee on all our work. 

                   
 

NICOLA MORGAN DC MMCA

Registered Chiropractor – 
McTimoney Technique

Kimber Cottage, Holly Tree Cottages,
Woodstock Rd, Earls Lane,
Charlbury OX7 3ET Deddington OX15 0TQ

Tel: 07968-381335

I have almost 30 years’ experience in this 
gentle, effective manipulative therapy, which 
is suitable for many conditions and ages. I 
offer very flexible appointment times in two 
locations.

 See www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
Provider for BUPA, PPP, WPA and all major 
health insurance companies
Member of the General Council & Register for 
Chiropractors and the McTimoney Chiropractic 
Association.
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FINSTOCK VILLAGE MUSIC MAY 24TH-25TH
Recent research by historian Keith 
Chandler has shown that Finstock was 
an important centre for village music in 
the Wychwood area in the early part 
of the nineteenth century.  There were 
plenty of opportunities to play; and local 
musicians were in demand for the local 
Morris sides, social dancing and of course 
the Wychwood Fair.  Keith will explain 
the way that Finstock folk contributed 
to the local music scene at the Local 
History Society meeting on Friday May 
24th at 8pm.

On Saturday May 25th we have a 
full day of music, song and dance and 
we hope that there will be something 
for everyone to enjoy.  The idea for this 
event came about through reading Keith’s 
article and we aim to bring a flavour of 

the nineteenth century to Finstock on this 
day.  The hazel for the bower has been 
cut from deep in the Wychwood Forest 
courtesy of Lord and Lady Rotherwick.

You can listen to a fiddle concert in the 
village hall in the afternoon, take part in a 
Morris workshop, or simply come along 
to the bower on Well Hill and listen to live 
music.  The Finstock bower will be the 
venue for anyone to come along and play 
so bring along your fiddle, box or wind 
instrument and take your turn.  We have 
Morris sides at The Plough, a talk on The 
Finstock Ale and demonstrations and a 
workshop by the Pipe and Tabor Society.  
We will be filming the whole event as part 
of a Local History initiative.  We plan to 
have singers performing during the day 
so if you fancy joining in do get in touch.

The social dance in the Village Hall in 
the evening promises to be great fun, and 
we are delighted that The Village Band 
will provide the music and the caller.  

60 square miles.  During the cool autumn 
evenings a heavy fog develops, which 
hangs around the vineyards until noon 
the next day.  These are conditions tailor 
made for botrytis, the noble rot, a vital 
ingredient for making great dessert wine.

The winemakers of the town of Rust 
in Burgenland knew the value of their 
product and actually managed to buy 
their way out of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire’s feudal system with ten years 
of the town’s wine production, plus 
60,000 guilders.  This meant that the 
winemakers were free!  No more taxes to 
their local Duke – just an annual sum to 
the Emperor, who was more than happy 
to cut out the Duke as a middleman and 
get some glorious wine in the process.

To this day the wine itself is a revelation.  
Concentrated and complex, with subtle 
nuances overlaid with fruit flavours such 
as peach and strawberry, it comprises a 
spectrum of delicious flavours.

It certainly meets Kramer’s qualification 
with quite distinctive ‘somewhereness’.  Is 
it the best in the world?  In my book any 
wine that can buy your freedom has to 
be pretty special.

 Osiris

In keeping 
with the 
theme of 
t he  day 
you  a r e 
asked to turn up in your best attempt 
at early Victorian costume.  I urge you 
to buy your tickets now at the advance 
price of £8 as we will sell out before the 
day!  Ring Pete Welply on 868140 or 
email rap@rupanipete.freeserve.co.uk.

The Finstock Friendly Society is staging 
this event in conjunction with The 
Finstock Local History Society.  A full 
programme will be out nearer the date 
so watch for them around the village and 
book these dates in your diary.

For tickets to the social dance ring 
Pete Welply on 868140.  To take part 
in the event please ring Tony Cooper on 
868743.
 Tony Cooper, Finstock Friendly Society

[Picture: Roy cuts hazel for bower]

The Sweet Taste of Freedom
“Great wines taste like they come from somewhere.  You can’t fake somewhereness.  

You can’t manufacture it...  but when you taste a wine that has it, you know.”
 Matt Kramer, The Wine Spectator

In the far east of Austria lies a warm, 
beautiful, mist-shrouded state known as 
Burgenland and, according to the locals 
the finest dessert wines in the world are 
made here.  A few hundred years ago, 
these were some of the most expensive 
wines in the world and they were more 
valuable than gold.

The secret of these wines is the 
microclimate centred on a lake, which is 
shallow and warm with an area of nearly 

www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
rap@rupanipete.freeserve.co.uk


“You did a great job 
and the photos are 

magnificent - 
everyone looked 
great and really 

natural” 

“We really are so 
pleased with the  

photographs you have 
taken - Tonia said they  
were the best wedding  
photos she had seen” 

Call David Burton - 07799 471499  
or email 123drb@gmail.com 

For samples see:  
http://davidburton.zenfolio.com/weddings 

Informal, professional Informal, professional 
Wedding PhotographyWedding Photography  
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JENIFER WATES STEPS DOWN
A t  t h e 

recent TVSA 
( T h r e e 
Village Shop 
Association) 

AGM, it was with great sadness that the 
Company Secretary and Director of our 
village shop announced her retirement.  
Jenifer Wates was almost single-handedly 
responsible for setting up the shop 
nearly ten years ago, and without her 
dedication, hard work, sheer doggedness 
and unbounded energy, we would not 
have the delightful little shop we now 
have.

Jenifer has put in so many hours over 
the last ten years, all totally unpaid, 
that I am sure we will all be very sad to 
lose her from the management team.  
A dedicated supporter of the village 
community, Jenifer will still do her regular 
stint of volunteering in the shop and has 
also promised that she will be available 
to offer her help and experience to those 
left to pick up her mantle.

From everyone connected with 
the shop, Mo, Sue and Karen, all the 
directors and the management team, the 
volunteers too numerous to mention and 
without whom of course the shop just 
wouldn’t work, and of equal importance, 
all the customers who so regularly use the 
shop, a big, big thank you Jenifer for all 
your hard work and dedication.  Enjoy 
your new-found spare time, but don’t 
go too far away.  We just might still need 
you at times!

If you feel that you might like to help 
fill the gap left by Jenifer, why not become 
a volunteer?  We do need more in the 
shop, and the only qualification you 
need is to be able to smile and be nice 
to people.  In such a happy shop that will 
not be at all difficult, now would it?   Why 
not give it a go?  Not only will it help the 
shop survive but it could, or rather, would 
almost certainly, make you a very much 
happier person.  Guaranteed! Pop along 
for five minutes sometime and feel the 
happiness there.  You could get that every 
day if you volunteer.  Wages?  Well, none 
actually!  Volunteers do not get paid any 
money, any profits made are put back 
into village projects, but everyone gets 
paid with smiles, even the odd kiss and 
cuddle: give one and get two for free!! 
Simple!

If you want to know more ring Mo or 
Sue at the shop on 868096.  Or call in for 
a smile.  We are waiting in anticipation.

 Chris Dyer

News from Finstock Shop
Finstock Shop and Post Office has a 

new team at the helm, and we are keen 
to make sure that the shop continues 
to serve Finstock and the surrounding 
villages to the best of our ability.  At a 
recent management meeting there was 
talk of questionnaires, but most agreed 
that talking to existing shoppers and 
even those who only visit occasionally 
was the best way to try and stock what 
our customers want.  So please find a 
moment to come in and let us know 
what we can do to keep bringing you 
back!  Maybe tell us about your favourite 
wine and the price you are willing to pay, 
what meats and cheese you would like us 
to buy, or the everyday staples that you 
would buy from us each week.  And for 
the gardeners among us, would you be 
willing to plant some extra vegetables this 
year and donate them to the shop? They 
are always hugely popular.

Mo, Sue and the volunteers look 
forward to talking to you.

 Shane

Shop opening hours:–
Weekdays 8-6
Saturdays 8-1
Sundays 9-11.30

Shop Telephone number – 
orderS Taken: 869096

News from the Post Office
Happy springtime from the Post 

Office!  On writing this, spring has 
just arrived and so the dreams and 
preparations for holidays are in the 
forefront of people’s minds.  Don’t forget 
to come to the Post Office for all your 
holiday currency, we hold euros in store 
and other currencies can be ordered to 
arrive the next working day.

2013 marks the 50th anniversary of 
Dr Who, the longest running science 
fiction series in the world!  To celebrate 
this Royal Mail has launched a special set 
of 11 stamps featuring each of the actors 
who have played the role of Dr Who.  
In addition to these stamps we have a 
five-stamp miniature sheet and also a 
presentation pack.  Please pop in to view 
these special commemorative stamps 
and make your purchases.

 Karen Williams

Post Office Opening Hours:–
Monday-Friday 9am-1pm

First Responders
The Finstock Community First 

Responder Team are volunteers, 
trained by the ambulance service, to 
attend certain types of 999 calls in 
your community.  We hope you won’t 
need us, but we are here to help the 
local community when needed. You 
can find out more information at www.
southcentralambulance.nhs.uk/our-
services/communityresponders.ashx. 
We also collect any old mobile phones 
or unwanted (new or used) printer 
cartridges to recycle and raise funds for 
the charity. These can be dropped into 
the village shop or please contact me 
(saraanscombe@btopenworld.com) and 
I will collect them. 

 Thanks Sara

Overview of Earth
On the 40th anniversary of the 

famous ‘Blue Marble’ photograph taken 
of Earth from space, Planetary Collective 
presents a short film documenting 
astronauts’ life-changing stories of 
seeing the Earth from the outside: a 
perspective-altering experience often 
described as the Overview Effect: vimeo.
com/55073825?wpisrc=nl_wonk

www.southcentralambulance.nhs.uk/our-services/communityresponders.ashx
www.southcentralambulance.nhs.uk/our-services/communityresponders.ashx
www.southcentralambulance.nhs.uk/our-services/communityresponders.ashx
vimeo.com/55073825?wpisrc=nl_wonk
vimeo.com/55073825?wpisrc=nl_wonk


Andrew A.Adams
FCCA

Chartered Certified 
Accountant

Quality personal service for your

Accounting, Taxation and

Business needs

Competitive fees agreed in advance

Free initial meeting

 Telephone: 07790 854574
  01993 891280
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FINSTOCK SCHOOL OPENS A BUG HOTEL

If any unwelcome visitors of the 
mini-beast variety are looking for a space 
to live, please bring them along to our 
Bug Hotel, where all species can luxuriate 
in 5 star accommodation, until winter 
is past; a lizard is already in residence! 
Rules of the hotel: ‘To co-operate and live 
kindly alongside each other, respecting 
differences’.  They are the same as the 
Christian Values that we follow at school!  
Well done Miss Holloway for providing 
such an interesting scientific learning 
activity, and children in Beech Class, 
with Simon Brown’s help, for doing all 
the hard work.

Forest School has begun again, with 
pupils learning from first hand experiences, 
building a sense of independence, high 
self-esteem and team work.  We send 

a great big thank you, to Lord and 
Lady Rotherwick, for giving us a part of 
Cornbury Park to use.

Bishop David, from the High Veldt 
near Johannesburg paid us an impromptu 
visit.  He is in the country supporting The 
Bishop Simeon Trust for HIV/Aids.  The 
money that pupils collect for Comic Relief 
will go towards this cause.  If any of our 
community wishes to donate, please get 
in touch with the school office.

As usual we will be working towards 
some badges, Seasons, Dancer, Out and 
About, Pack Holiday to name just a few; 
plus crafts and activities, as usual, and also 
a sponsored walk and swimming night are 
included in our term.

Between the two units we have about 
45 girls. If you know of anybody that 
is Brownie age (7-11 years) and are not 
already a member, please do contact me 
as we would like to welcome any new 
member.

Caroline Booth: 07890-629001 or 
email caroline0booth@btinternet.com.

Our Year 6 pupils, along with schools 
from the Witney Partnership, gave us a 
wonderful performance at Wood Green 
School.  The songs and poems were all 
about animals, and as usual, Finstock 
children did us proud.  Well done!

We are looking forward to spring; I 
hope this newsletter brings the beginnings 
of some fine weather.

It’s that time of year again when we 
are collecting Sainsbury’s vouchers.  
Please tell your friends and neighbours 
that it would be greatly appreciated if 
they would like to donate theirs to the 
school, too.

Best Wishes from us all,
 Jean Roden, HT

School holidays
April holiday: March 29th-April 12th; 

Late Spring holiday May 27th-May 31st

Girlguiding – Finstock Rainbows and Brownies – girls in the lead

Rainbows – Meet on Wednesday from 
4.45-5.45pm.

During this term the Rainbows have 
been doing crafts and activities including 
much around the theme of animals, and 
to end this they will be having an outing 
to Cotswold Wildlife Park.

In April they have their first Rainbow 
Sleepover planned, which is very exciting 
and the girls and adults are very much 
looking forward to this exciting event.

At present there are some places 
available for any girl aged 5-7. For more 
information please contact Amy Booth on 

824190 or ajb5@btinternet.com.

Brownies – Meet on Mondays from 
6-7.30pm and also Wednesday from 
6-7.30pm.

This term we are covering various 
themed evenings including Australia, USA/
Canada, New Zealand and International 
Women’s Day. We have also started our 
Seasons badge, which brought us a visit 
from Peter Reynolds who came along to 
both Brownie groups and discussed the 
various birds that visit our gardens. He 
brought in some bird boxes and let the 
girls loose with nails and screws with which 
they enjoyed doing ‘hands on’ practical 
work. Peter also has made several extra 
boxes as prizes for the girls taking part in 
a challenge in order to be given a bird box 
for their own gardens. A very big thank you 
to Peter for all his hard work and time; the 
girls certainly enjoyed themselves.

In April both Brownie units will be 
taking part in our Pack Holiday, and again 
we are all looking forward to this. Our 
theme will be Easter and we are hoping 
that the Easter bunny may be coming to 
visit.

Brownies will be in the Village Hall 
on Sunday April 14th for the Finstock 
Garage Sale event and we will be offering 
refreshments for all those visitors to the 
village, so please do call in for a drink and 
cake when passing.



The Foot Clinic
Surgery    Home Visits

For all aspects of foot health

Tel: 01993 704260
Mobile: 07790 475314

Email: info@@onafootclinic.co.uk
www.@onafootclinic.co.uk

Fiona Cann EN. MCFHP. MAFHP

Callus & Corns
(Hard & Dry Skin)

Fungal Infections
(Athletes Foot)

Verrucae

Nail cutting
Thickened Nails

In Growing Nails
Diabetic Assessments

THE WHITE HORSE
THE RIDINGS – STONESFIELD

Freehouse & Restaurant

Closed – Monday
Tuesday-Thursday – 5.00 Close
Friday – 12.00-3.00; 5.00-11.00

Saturday – 12.00-3.00; 6.00-11.00
Sunday – 12.00-3.00

Tasty Home cooked food
Real Ale and Fine Wines - 

Pretty Beer Garden

Folk Music Nights every 2nd 
Wednesday of the month

Now serving lunch Friday, Saturday & Sunday
Dinner available Friday & Saturday

Barn & Skittle Alley available for Hire

For reservations and enquiries please phone
Angela or John on 01993 891063
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WOODPECKERS PRE-SCHOOL
Happy Easter Break Everybody!
We are a growing pre-school! At the 

beginning of Spring Term 3 we welcomed 
Hannah into our group and at the 
beginning of, or during, Summer Term 4 
we are hoping that Ashley, Isabel, Finn 
and Bella will be joining us.  We will have 
doubled in size since September 2012.  
This is very important, as at the end of this 
school year we will be saying goodbye to 
nine children when they move from pre-
school to begin their journeys through 
primary school.

Another busy term has been had by 
all, with lots of different celebrations to be 
covered.  We made a wonderful dragon 
to bring a small part of the Chinese 
New Year into our setting.  We looked 
at heart shapes and sending our ‘love’ to 
special people on Valentine’s Day; we 
made beautiful flower pictures for our 
mummies on Mother’s Day, and also 
managed to celebrate World Book Day 
and Red Nose Day.  All of which were full 
of opportunities to practice and develop 
those skills that encourage each child 
to move along in their own individual 
learning journey.

On May 11th we will be holding an 
open morning; our doors will be open 
from 10am until 12 noon to all parents 
of pre-school age children and younger.  
Please feel very welcome to drop in at 
some point to see who we are and what 
our setting is like.  There will be tea/coffee, 
juice and nibbles and plenty of time for 
a chat to existing parents and staff; and 

of course lots of play opportunities for 
your children.

As mentioned earlier a large number 
of our children will be leaving us to join 
school in September 2013.  We are very 
aware that transition is a very important 
issue and we, that is Finstock School 
and ourselves, and our parents are all 
working together to make it as smooth 
as possible for the children who will be 
joining Oak Class (the classroom next 
to ours) to feel secure and comfortable 
about the changes.  We have organised 
lots of visits for the last two terms of this 
school year including:–
•	Visits from their new teacher into our 

setting;
•	Children to visit their new classroom 

and participate in some activities;
•	Children will have one lunch club in 

the school hall with staff from pre-
school to support this new experience, 
and

•	They will have opportunities to join 
their new peers for mid-morning 
break, again with support from pre-
school staff.
The children that moved from our 

setting into school last year settled in very, 
very quickly and it was lovely to see their 
happy smiley faces greeting me whenever 
I passed them by.  Living proof that all this 
effort is worth it!

Kind regards Lesley Dore
Our opening hours are 8.45am to 

12 noon, Monday to Friday, and we 
are situated at Finstock School, School 
Road, Finstock.  For further information, 

or to organise a visit, please, contact 
Lesley Dore on 868280.  (Please look 
on the ‘OFSTED’ website for details of 
our excellent recent report or telephone 
Lesley and ask for a copy).

News from Friends of 
Finstock School (FoFS)
Spring is upon us at last!  FoFS have 

been busy as usual.  The Pamper Night 
held in March was its usual success 
and well attended with many different 
treatments.  Thank you to all those who 
supported the event.

We are now in the process of organising 
the School Fête to be held in May; 
please keep a look out for the posters 
around the village advertising the date 
for this and other events to be arranged.

FoFS is a voluntary committee made 
up of dedicated and supportive parents 
and would welcome anyone to come 
along and join us or put forward any 
new fund-raising ideas.  Details of future 
meetings to be held can be found in the 
school; or ring me on 07809-724065. 

 Karen Williams FoFS

Finstock Online
A new website has been created by 

the Parish Council that contains useful 
village information including pages for 
the school, the church, Parish Council 
Minutes, Village survey results, the 
village shop, Woodpecker Pre-school, 
and Ready Reference numbers.

Further pages will be added soon. 
If you belong to a local group or own 
a local business and want a link added 
to your website, or have an idea of 
further content that you would like to 
see, please contact Julie Stringfellow 
(j.cave1@btinternet.com).

The website address is:–
www.wospweb.com/site/finstock-
online/index.htm

ChOClive
Saturday April 27th: ChOClive presents 
The Buffalo Gals, a six-piece band led by 
champion Maryland USA fiddler Kate 
Lissauer.  Incorporating Appalachian 
songs and tunes, Blues, Gospel, Bluegrass, 
and country music, their intoxicating style 
appeals to all ages.

Memorial Hall, Charlbury, 8pm.  Ticket 
prices tbc. www.chocfilms.info

www.wospweb.com/site/finstock-online/index.htm
www.wospweb.com/site/finstock-online/index.htm
www.chocfilms.info


At Eynsham Hall Health & Fitness Club, it is 
our objective to welcome our members into an 

environment of informality and relaxation. 

Our membership packages are designed with 
flexibility in mind for our members. There is 

not a requirement to commit towards 
a long term contract.

We are open between the hours of 6:30am to 
9:30pm,during the week and from 7:30am to 

7:30pm at the weekend.

Full Membership is available
 from just £34.50 per month! 

(figure based on full dual membership)

FOR MORE DETAILS OR TO RESERVE 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP,

PLEASE CALL 01993 885 207 
OR EMAIL: FITNESS@EYNSHAMHALL.COM

WWW.EYNSHAMHALL.COM

THIS YEAR, 
BE A NAME, 
NOT A NUMBER

MARK BILLINGE
CHIMNEY SWEEP

For a clean and efficient service

 Tel.: 01367-243052
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WOOF UPDATE WILCOTE
A productive meeting was held three 

weeks ago with the Manager of Wilcote 
Farms to try and resolve the concerns 
of both dog walkers around Finstock 
and their requirements to manage and 
farm the land.  Wilcote-owned land 
is primarily to the south and east of 
Finstock, i.e.  Skippett and Town Fields 
and east towards and into Topples 
Wood and Hunts Copse.  Note: PFP – 
Public Foot Path

WOOF concerns raised were:–
1. The footpaths across Town Field 

(the large one behind the Plough).  
Wilcote said that “The intention 
was to never plough this field up 
again but to drill seed instead.   
Unfortunately the bad weather in 
2012 made this impossible but the 
hope is that both footpaths will 
become ‘un-ploughed’ in the future 
and with grass growing over them 
should be much better for walkers”.

2. Spraying Roundup on the path at 
the southern end of Town Field.  
Wilcote have admitted this mistake 
and it came about because it drifted 
when it was sprayed in August 2012.  
More caution will be taken in future.

3. Not re-instating the PFP that runs 
west of Wilcote towards Ramsden 
Long Cut.  Wilcote ran a tractor 
along this path which has made deep 
furrows.  However, the extraordinary 
weather since that point has made 
it impossible to re-instate without 
doing more damage.   As soon as 
the ground firms up they will do so.

Wilcote concerns raised were:–
1. Walkers not sticking to the footpaths.  

(PFP)
2. Keeping dogs on leads (under 

control).  This is due to fields being 
treated with pesticides which can 
make dogs ill.  Also rodenticides are 
used in the woodland areas.

3. Dogs running out of control and 
disturbing wildlife etc.  There are 
nesting farmland birds in the long 
grass and hedgerows which need to 
be left alone, therefore dogs should 
be kept on leads or under control at 
all times.  (Chasing pheasants).  This 
is of particular concern from July 
onwards when young pheasants are 
introduced, but also right through 
to February 1st when the shooting 
season ends.

General conclusions:–
1. Both WOOF and Wilcote will work 

together from now on to improve 
communication and to make life 
easier for walkers and farmers alike.

2. Recently sprayed fields will display 
prominent signs to warn dog walkers 
that pesticides have just been 
placed.  (Until they are washed in 
from the rain, it could harm your 
dog.)

3. Wilcote is committed to ensuring 
that our PFP’s are maintained in a 
proper and walkable manner.  The 
poor weather in 2012 has made this 
very difficult, but hopefully this will 
be better in 2013.

4. The gate at the southern end of the 
Town Field will be removed shortly.

5. So that Wilcote aren’t inundated 
with disparate requests, please 
channel all concerns through 
WOOF in the first instance via 
Julian.stewart9@hotmail.com or 
07712-871250 or 868515.

Dog Poo bins Two new bins are due 
to be installed near the Plough and 

Chipping Norton Literary Festival 
April 18th-21st, with more than 50 
talks, discussion panels and workshops 
from authors you know and love. Talks 
will take place in several venues across 
Chipping Norton, including the Theatre, 
the Crown and Cushion Hotel, the Blue 
Boar and Jaffé and Neale bookshop 
and cafe. Full programme details are 
available on www.chiplitfest.com. 
Tickets are available now from The 
Theatre, Chipping Norton, on 01608-
642350.

halfway up the High Street near the 
entrance to Viv’s field – Green Banks.  
More to come in the next update.

 Julian

Green Banks Fields
As you may know I have allowed 

unlimited access to my field throughout 
the winter months because it has been 
virtually impossible to walk our dogs 
on any of the other footpaths due to 
the weather and other interventions.  
As spring is approaching I must now, 
unfortunately, ask everyone to again 
stick to the footpaths, as the grass 
desperately needs to recover and grow 
for haymaking.  Can you therefore 
please keep to the Public Footpath 
only and not walk onto other areas of 
the field.  For the sake of clarity the 
footpath is on the right-hand side of 
the field as you walk from the gate and 
across the top of the field to the left-
hand corner gate.  Signs will be going up 
soon; and can you also please pick up 
any doggy poo as there will be a new 
‘Poo Bin’ near the entrance to the field.  
Thank you for your co-operation in this.

 Viv Wightman.

A thoughtless dog owner allowed 
their pet to foul the playing field area 
that the school children use.  Two 
children trod in the mess and tracked it 
into the school.  We have said it before 
but it bears repeating, that dog poo is 
dangerous to everyone.  Please do not 
let your dog run loose.

Dog owners and those who have 
to step around dog mess left on the 
paths, please be aware that WODC will 
accept dog fouling incidents at tinyurl.
com/asjwspd

Julian.stewart9@hotmail.com
tinyurl.com/asjwspd
tinyurl.com/asjwspd


Hilltop Garden Centre, Witney Rd, Ramsden, Oxon, OX7 3AS  
Tel: 01993 868403  www.hilltopgc.co.uk
Open 9 - 5.30 Monday - Saturday, 10.30 - 4.30 Sunday. 
Our café closes half an hour before the garden centre.

hilltop garden centre
is a popular one-stop-shop for keen gardeners in Oxfordshire

With over 
2,500 products 
in our Crafts 
department

CRAFTS

Children can play on our 
outdoor Fort and wander 
around the nature trail

Relax in The Flower 
Pot Café, famous 
with locals for tasty 
breakfasts, lunches 
and home bakingTHe CAFé

CHildRen

YOu’ll Find uS  on the Witney Road between Charlbury and Witney.

extensive plant range, 
gardening products, 
inspirational home  
and gift ideas

PlAnTS
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NEWS FROM THE CORNBURY PARK TEAM
On Saturday April 20th we are hosting 

a sponsored walk in aid of ROSY (Respite 
nursing for Oxfordshire’s Sick Youngsters).  
The walk which can be 15 or just over 30 
miles starts and finishes at Cornbury Park 
and takes in both Ditchley and Blenheim: 
7am start.  See www.rosy.org.uk for 
further details of how to get involved.

Looking ahead, here are some dates 
for your diaries.  On June 15th and 16th 
we welcome the Morris Minors Owners 
Club to Cornbury for their International 

Centenary in conjunction with their 
National Rally.  Entertainment includes a 
Tiger Moth Flying Display, the Northern 
Forties WWII re-enactment group, mini 
tanks to drive, eagle flying displays, a 
marching band, Morris Dancers, Punch 
and Judy, a Beer Tent and much more.

The Wilderness Festival takes place in 
Cornbury Park from August 9th-11th and 
OX7 residents are offered a substantial 
discount on tickets.  Wilderness is a 
celebration of the arts and the outdoors 
and includes lavish banquets by the UK’s 
finest chefs, debates and discussions, 
music, theatre, masked balls, cricket, 
vintage shopping, wild swimming, 
outdoor cinema, boating and spas.  
Discounted tickets are now available 
from Charlbury Post Office or via the 
Wilderness website.  Further details at: 
www.wildernessfestival.com.

Finally, several of the allotments on 
Ward’s Lane are still available.  Anyone 
interested should contact Tony Crowther 
on 868834.

Follow us on Twitter @CornburyPark 
and at Facebook.com/CornburyPark, or 
get in touch by emailing us at: estate@
cpark.co.uk, phoning on 01608-
811276, or signing up for alerts at www.
cornburypark.co.uk.

AN AGELESS GARDENER WRITES…
One  o f  t h e  most 

wonderfully scented shrubs 
has been at its best in the 

garden over recent weeks despite the 
very cold weather.  Daphne bholua 
Jacqueline Postil is semi-evergreen – up 
to two metres tall eventually – with 
purplish pink and white flowers from 
January onwards, and on a mild day the 
‘delicious fragrance’ is noticeable up 
to twenty metres away.  Daphnes are 
supposed to resent being moved; but 
like all plants, if you dig them up with 
a big enough root ball, they should 
grow away fine – ours did.  If you want 
to appreciate daphnes in their native 
habitat a trip to Nepal is necessary – 
failing that, Wakehurst Place in Sussex 
has a very good collection in their 
Himalayan Glade.

I have occasionally been asked if I 
listen to music when I work: I don’t, 
although many years ago I remember 
raking leaves on the drive with Howlin’ 
Wolf on the Walkman!  I can barely use 
a mobile phone so iPods are not part of 
my world and, in any case, if you enjoy 
working outdoors it’s probably because 
you enjoy the sounds of outdoors: the 
birds, the wind in the trees, distant 
tractors, the silence... oh, and the 
regular, amazingly loud, boom of the 
pigeon scarers and treetop-skimming 
RAF Merlin helicopters!

If you haven’t yet cut down last 
year’s growth in your borders you 
need to get on with it... and this is 
also an ideal opportunity to dig out 

perennial weeds – dandelions, docks, 
buttercups and – our star performer – 
willow herb, before they all disappear 
into the new foliage.  When you cut 
down last year’s woody stems of 
herbaceous plants make sure you cut 
them right back to ground level or the 
couple of inches you leave will remain 
to stab you painfully this time next 
year.  You have been warned!

Many thanks to Phil and Ginny 
Davies for giving me their forty-year-
old Norfolk Island Pine; it looks very 
healthy and is now suffering severe 
culture shock in our unheated and very 
draughty greenhouse prior to going 
outside next month.

Finally – if you’re in despair at the 
state of your lawn – there is a Chinese 
proverb which might help:–

“An appreciation of moss shows 
a maturity of judgement.”

Richard Pollard

District Councillor 
Liz Leffman

I had hoped to be able to give readers 
good news in this edition about the opening 
of the new Greystones Recycling Centre, 
but at the time of writing, Chipping Norton 
Town Council and WODC have yet to agree 
rent of a small strip of land needed to widen 
road access to the site.  Although the site 
was due to be opened in the first quarter of 
2013, this will not now be possible; but I am 
hopeful that negotiations can be concluded 
soon and the site opened by mid-year.

West Oxfordshire recently set the budget 
for 2013/14.  Organisations such as the 
Citizens Advice Bureau saw their grants 
maintained at the same level as last year.  
The CAB has seen an increase in the 
number of people seeking their services 
recently, as a result of recession, so I 
argued very strongly that support should be 
maintained and I was very pleased when 
the council agreed to this. Liz Leffman
 lizleffman@clothesource.co.uk
 Tel: 01608-810153

www.wildernessfestival.com
estate@cpark.co.uk
estate@cpark.co.uk
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