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FINSTOCK FESTIVAL 2009

Phew — The fifth Finstock Festival (née
Fun Day) was again a great success and for
once there was plenty of dry weather!

The Festival started on the Friday
afternoon with the traditional Children’s
Party at the village hall and this was followed
in the evening at the main marquee with
a much varied performance from Slainte,
playing through a repertoire of Celtic and
popular Irish songs and tunes, until well
into the evening.

This one day and two evening event
has now gained a good following from the
village and this year the Saturday afternoon
saw a good few more coming in from
elsewhere to share the festivities with us.

Saturday centred on the football
tournament for much of the day with a host
of events taking place around it from two
o'clock onwards. The ubiquitous bar tent
was busy, as were the teas and cakes, run
once again by Friends of Finstock School.
But the biggest crowd of the afternoon had
to be for the belly dance troupe, Hazzaz,
who mesmerized us all before making way
for a mixed Morris side from Charlbury
and Finstock, plus Wolvercote, who even
enticed some of the audience to join in
with their dance.

Saturday evening welcomed the return
to the main marquee of Dirty Earth Band,
a raunchy, rock covers band who filled
the place to bursting and kept everyone
moving, to rapturous applause.

The Festival is a good fund-raiser for a
number of the village organisations, who

The Crown News

Men’s darts won the Eynsham
singles. They are top of the league at
the moment. Congratulations to Kevin
Simpson (Captain), Jack Bennett, Adam
Bennett, Ryan Pratley, Lee Townsend,
Keith Puddlefoot and Ron Hinchliffe.
The Crown are proud sponsors of AC
Finstock and bought the new strip for the
season. They won their first game. Good
luck for the season! The Crown received
the Best Selling Guinness Award after a
quality control inspection!

contribute a great deal on the day, as well
as running their own fund-raising activities.
As in previous years, a significant element
of the overall profits from the festival will be
re-distributed amongst these organisations
to further boost their fundraising. Although
we haven't drawn the “bottom line” yet,
we're getting close as the last few bills are
paid and anticipate that we'll be in a similar
position to last year, with a small, four-figure
surplus, despite lacking much of the grant
funding that pump-primed much of the
2008 Festival.

It couldn’t have happened without a
huge amount of help and support during
the two days of setting up AND the big
Sunday clear-up, as well as during the
Friday evening and the main Festival day
on Saturday. The task force also included
a growing number of younger people
from the village, helping out on stalls; the
barbeque; the car park; publicaddress; and
a good few other tasks besides.

A very big thank you to ALL of you!

Later in the Autumn, Finstock
Community Projects will host their Annual
Meeting at the Village Hall. We plan
this year to precede the meeting with a
drumming workshop, followed by an Open
Meeting to discuss any ideas that you have,
or offers of help that we can incorporate
into next year’s Festival: look out for further
information on this.

Finally, thanks to everyone who
supported the Festival by coming along
throughout the weekend. We hope you
enjoyed it. Pete Welply
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AC Finstock

AC Finstock have started the new
season in the best shape for many a
year. The pitch is in good shape, now
that we have our own mower. Although
only thanks to PC Andy who disturbed
two would-be thieves. We also have
newly laid goalmouths and refurbished
changing rooms thanks to the guys’
hard work.

But a big thank you must go to
The Crown. Who, we are proud to
announce, have become our main
sponsor and our biggest supporters. A
new, badly needed kit and wonderfully
appreciated food for after games have
been supplied for us, along with a warm
and friendly welcome. This type of
help is invaluable to clubs like ours, and
shouldn’t be underestimated.

Pre-season has gone well under the
watchful eyes of new managers, Jamie
and Mani. Winningsome, losing some.
Twice losing finalist in tournaments and
a win to start another season in division
one, and we were up and running
again. Let’s raise a glass {at The Crown
of course} to the new season.

D.Bennett
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NOTES FROM MY GARDEN

Sunny days are precious at this time of year as the garden mellows and relaxes
into a period of rest.

In the borders I like to leave the plants to die back naturally and to enjoy the seed
heads and foliage for as long as possible. This not only maintains some interest
in the garden but returns goodness to the soil as leaves decay and worms pull
them into the ground. Fallen leaves only need to be cleared where they smother
small plants or cover lawns and silver-leaved plants which require air around
them. Keeping paths raked or swept clear will maintain a sense of order. Any
collected leaves should be made into leaf mould which is an excellent substitute
for peat as a soil conditioner and ingredient in home-made potting compost.
All that is required is to pack the leaves down into plastic bin-liners with a few
holes stabbed in them or an enclosure of chicken wire, and to wait for a year or
two until a brown, crumbly material has formed. The leaves will rot down more
quickly either if cut up finely, for example by running the mower over them, or
by mixing them with grass cuttings.

I grow some of my tomatoes in large pots by the house and when these are
eventually removed, I plant bulbs in the remaining compost. They do not require
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feeding until after they have flowered as
the bulbs will provide all the necessary
nutrients until then. To provide a
display over several weeks in spring, I
place the bulbs in layers starting with
tulips at the bottom, then Narcissi and,
finally, small, early-flowering varieties,
such as Iris reticulata, nearer the top.

The beginning of November is the
best time to plant tulips to help them
escape the fungal disease, tulip fire.
Generally, I find that tulips only flower
well for me in their first season. For
the best chance of success they need a
sunny position where the bulbs can be
baked in the summer. This is difficult
to achieve in mixed borders where other
plants are certain to shade them. Some
ways around this problem are to lift the
bulbs after flowering, dry them and
replant the following autumn; to grow
them in pots and place in the borders
whilst flowering then remove them and
allow them to die down naturally before
drying and storing; to plant the bulbs
amongst sparse-leaved perennials, such
as Irises.

I find garlic an easy and reliable
crop to grow when planted in the
autumn. Although associated with
warmer countries, yields are better if
the bulbs have some exposure to cold
weather. It needs a sunny position with
free-draining soil and before planting
I dig in compost and some pelleted
chicken manure. You can use bulbs
bought to eat but varieties cultivated
for propagation are more reliable. If
your soil conditions are unsuitable to
plant the cloves now, you can put them
in small pots and grow them in a cold
frame ready to plant out in the spring.

To help maintain the fertility of the
soil in my vegetable plot, I aim to keep
it covered with plants or a mulch during
the winter. As the summer crops are
cleared, I plant out the winter salads
that I have raised in modules. When the
weather turns colder I cover the salads
with fleece making sure it is raised
above the crop. If the fleece becomes
wet and freezes onto the leaves, they
could rot. Any remaining bare soil is
covered with newspaper and shredded
prunings from the garden which the
worms like to work on.

Let us hope for a fine autumn with
wonderful colours to enjoy.

Christine Briner
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